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AERIAL OPERATION ACTIVITIES

General

Larviciding coverage in the Programme area remained practically unchanged compared to 1999. In
tlre Western Zone,larviciding treatments were strongly disturbed in the basins of the Kolente and

Kaba-l\4ongo rivers following repeated incursions of the rebels from Sierra Leone. On the
operational level, and taking into account the cost/effectiveness of the operations, the larval control
strategy consisted in intensifuing the activities initiated rn 1999 in the specific intervention areas.

Thus, the pilots were regularly accompanied by OCP staff, particularly in the specific intervention
areas and the basins where the entomological situation was alarming; ground or aerial prospections
coupled with treatments were organised; compensatory ground treatments were largely carried out
by the operational bases; new access roads from the ground to the breeding sites were identified.
All these measures made it possible to obtain encouraging entomological results, especially in
specific intervention areas (basins of the Mafou-Niger, Tinkisso, Kara, Keran, MO).

H)rdroloey

Rainfall was not homogeneous on the whole of the basin slopes treated by the Programme. In the
Eastern Zone, a comparative examination of the river flows recorded in 2000 compared to those of
1999, reveals a deficit in all of the basins except for the Pru in the sub-basin of Lake Volta, and
certain tributaries of the Mono. In the Western Zone however, only the basins of the Tinkisso and
Kolentd rivers recorded deficits respectively. The other basins (Sassandra, Dion, Milo and Upper
Niger) benefited from the inflow of water from the precipitations recorded in the K6rouan6, Beyla
and Faranah areas, and to a lesser extent, the Odienne area.

Aerial contract and flisht hours

The year 2001 is the third year of last four year contract signed with the Evergreen Helicopter
Company (EHI). Five aircrafts are currently contracted for and the company has been guaranteed
3001.6 flight hours. In2002, only 3 helicopters will be under contract for 1999.2 guaranteed flight
hours. Thanks to the combined efforts of the entire VCU team, the flight hours were rigorously
managed these past three years, so that the expenditure in flight hours was almost basically limited
to the guaranteed hours planned for this purpose.

Treatments and larvicide consumption

Overall, larvicide consumption has undergone a rise of l2%o compared to 1999 because of the
increase in the use of biological insecticides in preference to chemical insecticides. This operation
made it possible to minimise the risks of larval resistance to the organophosphorous compounds,
especially in the basins where larval susceptibility was not satisfactory.

Product losses

The sustained efforts of the field teams and the village communities in the management of the
kerosene and insecticide depots made it possible to considerably reduce the losses of products due
to thefts, leakage and contamination. From a 3.lo/o loss in stocks in 1998, these losses do not
representanymorethan2.3Yo of thestocksin2000, orl35,275US$ (44,999 US$intheWestern
and 90.215 US$ in the Eastern Zones).


