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HaH of the world's population wiU live in dties by the year 
2000. Pregnant women in particular must have access to 
health care facilities, like this mother-to-be in Tanzania. But 
how many wiU have that access? 
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L
ess than ten years from now, no fewer 
than 24 of the world's great cities will 
have more than ten million inhabitants 
each. Five of these- and four of them are 
in developing countries - will have 

passed the 15 million mark. Even the cities that wi ll 
not reach these staggering dimensions are undergo
ing such rapid growth that they seem to be heading 
for catastrophe. Hasty efforts are under way to 
provide for .the needs of city-dwellers, whether in 
matters of housing, job opportunities or social and 
health services. Yet once again we face a situation 
where only a minority of the inhabitants are able to 
enjoy an acceptable standard of living. lt follows that 
every effort at health promotion must be aimed at 
narrowing the gulf between rich and poor. 

The primary health care approach and intersectoral 
cooperation combine to form the strategy of choice. 
As in the rural areas (which we have to safeguard 
from the threat of galloping urbanization) , it is local 
action, situated firmly in a national. regional and even 
worldwide context, that has the best chance of 
succeeding in the great cities of tomorrow. Now 
more than ever, we have to "think globally and act 
locally." 

The health authorities must convince the local 
powers-that-be of the important role of health in 
development matters, and must promote the right 
kind of leadership in the heart of the urban com
munity to ensure the participation of everyone in 
health activities. 

Health for All is our common objective, shared by 
us all. Not only can it lead us to greater equity and 
justice: it can also give the cities that human 
dimension on which their very survival depends. 
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Improving dty environments is crucial 
for health. Above: Children playing in a 
working dass area of Santiago, Chile, 
and Right: A site for sea-water treat
ment in Montevideo, Uruguay. Below: 
Heavy traHic dogs a street in Bangkok, 
Thailand. Below right: A literacy dass 
in a Colombian village; most of the 
migrants to cities are helpless and 
ill-prepared when confronted with the 
highly competitive urban life. 
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