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CSA PROGRESS REPORT ON SOCIOECONOT.TIC DEVELOPMENT

OF THE ONCHOCERCIASIS-CONTROLLED AREAS

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The purpose of this information note is to sunmarize the progress
achieved during L989 in implementing the socioeconomic development programne
for areas where onchocerciasis has been, or soon will be, brought under
control. This progranme rras proposed by the Comnittee of Sponsoring Agencies
(CSA) and endorsed by the JPC in Accra in 1986. It consists of three
complementary activities. The first of these activities was the regional
Preparatory Phase study to identify, within areas already under control or
about to be controlled, those which have more promising development potential
and to propose follow-up actions for such areas. The second activity is a
regional study of settlement, with the objective of providing guidelines for
promotion of sustainable settlement-related development in the oncho-
controlled areas. The third activity consists of in-depth analyses at the
national level which will serve as the basis for the formulation of
development plans for each Partlcipating Country's onchocerciasis areas. An
important objective of these national-Ieve1 analyses is to ensure that
planning for the onchocerciasis areas is fully integrated into each country's
wider development strategy.

II. PROGRESS DT'RING 1988-1989

2. The first regional study (the nHunting reportn) was completed in
September 1988 by Hunting Technical Services Ltd. and Organization et
Environnent and discussed at the ninth JPC in Dakar. This report is providing
a basis for dialogue between the Participating Governments and donors
regarding support for development plans and follow-up actions in the
onchocerciasis areas.

Land Settlement Review

3. The Land Settlement Review, being financed by UNDP and executed by
the World Bank, was launched in December 1988. It is being carried out by a
consultant team organized by the Institute for Development Anthropology, in
direct collaboration with a number of institutions in the Participating
Countries. The consulting team is a multidisciplinary group including experts
in anthropology, economics, agriculture, environmental plannJ-ng, demography,
health and nutrition, management and public administration.
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4. The Land Settlement Review is intended to help the Participating
Countries better understand and plan for substantial migration into, and
settlement of, newly available areas. Its major objectives are:

to describe and evaluate settlement experiences to date including
organized and spontaneous types of settlement in the oncho-
controlled areas, and where relevant, settlement experiences
elsewhere;

to draw conclusions from these experiences es to the major
socioeconomic, technical, and policy-related factors which promote
(or detract from) sustainable settlement-related development, and to
extract lessons regarding the most effective support interventions
to positively influence the socioeconomic development context; and

based on the lessons learned from the first two steps, to provide
recommendations and guidelines on how to plan and implement
initiatives in the future to support viable, low cost' and
sustainabLe settlement-related development in the oncho-controlled
areas. These initiatives will include appropriate land use
planning, social and technical studies, and policy measures needed
prior to, and in conjunction with, settlement activities.

5. The consultants have focussed their field work on case studies of
settlement-related development in multiple sites in four of the Participating
Countries (Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, and Togo). These case studies include a

cross section of the settlement types taking place in the oncho areas. The
consultants are also reviewing settlement experiences in the other seven
Participating Countries. The final report will synthesize the conclusions
from the field work in the Participating Countries and will provide
reconurendations and guidelines on settlement-related activities based on the
results of the field studies.

6. Activity under the Land Settlement Review began in December 1988
with a reconnaissance mission to the case study countries. The major purpose
of this initial mission was to identify specific study sites and to ensure
that the study design was consistent with the overall socioeconomic
development program and with ongoing projects and activities supported by the
CSA agencies and other major donors in these areas. Intensive field work at
the sites selected was carried out from January J.989 to August 1989. During
this period the consultants also collected information in the other seven
Participating Countries in order to review the settlement experiences of those
countries.
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7. The consultants are giving particular emphasis in this exercise to
environmental issues and to the role of women in settlement-related
activities.

Concerning environmental issues , settlement can pose a threat to
natural resources unless sustainable resource use practices are
introduced before, or in conjunction with, in-migration. The
consultants are therefore examining the effects of settlement on
the environment, including the causes of ecological damage under
land development schemes.

Concerning the intesration and oa rticipation of rilomen in the
ettlement process the Land Settlement Review will examine how

women's social and economic positions are affected by settlement.
The consultants are analyzing the impact of settlement on women's
roles in decision-making within the household and community and on
women's economic activities and status.

CSA Consultation Missions

8. During 1989 the CSA has also continued its series of consultations
with the various Participating Goverrunents regarding country-specific aspects
of the socioeconomic development program. These consultations were begun in
L987 with initial visits to Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Mali. In 1988, CSA
representatives visited Benin, Niger, Senegal and Togo. In 1989, consultation
missions were held in C0te d'Ivoire, Sierra Leone, and Guinea.

Socioeconomic Development Actions

9. At last year's JPC in Dakar, we highlighted a few development
actions that have been made possible by successful control of onchocerciasis
and have resulted from the efforts of the Participating Countries, the CSA
agencies, and various donors. Steady progress continues ln all of these
activities. As an example, the MaIi Sud III project which is cofinanced by
flve OCP donors is currently in the appraisal process. This project focuses
on cotton production and on building up basic infrastructure in the Bougouni
region. It also includes settlement support activities.

10. New socioeconomic development activities have also st.arted since
the last JPC. Two examples are cited here. Following the CSA consultation
mission in COte d'Ivoire, the S6r6bou estate was added to the sites being
studied in the pilot land tenure operation. This operation is being
cofinanced by two OCP donors. In Gui.nea, an Environmental Action Plan, which
focuses heavily on natural resource management of settlement-related
activities in Haute Guin6e and other oncho areas, is currently under
preparation. This Environmental Action Plan is a cooperative venture between
the Government of Guinea, crDA, the EEC, FAC, FAo, uNDp/uNSo, usArD and the
World Bank.
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III. ACTIVITIES PROJECTED FOR 1990

National Oncho Zone Deve lopment ]-es

11. The next step is the preparation of the National Oncho Zone
Development Studies by the Participating Countries. These national studies
are meant to be planning exercises to prepare development programs for eachcountry's onchocerciasis areas within the context of its natlonal priorities.
The recorrnendations of the Hunting report are proving useful in initiating
such national studies.

L2. Preparations for the National Oncho Zone Development Studies have
begun in Benin, C0te d'IvoLre, Niger, and Togo. These prlparations are basedon recommendations made in the Hunting report, and revised during CSA
consultation missions to take into account the current priorities and
circumstances within the countries concerned. These prlparations include thefollowing:

rn Benin, the Goverrunent has focused its natlonal study on mlgration
and land use in the provinces of Borgou and zou. FAo and the worrd
Bank assisted the Government in preparing the terms of reference forthis study, and FAO will finance its implementation.

rn c6te d'rvoire, the Government has prepared the second phase of
the Northeast savanna Rural Deveropment project and is cuirently
seeking financing from donors.

rn Niger, the Governnent has focused its national study on migration
and land use in the areas of Say, Tera, and Fotleye. itre stuay is
designed to identify priority development actions for the onchl-
controlled areas. The Government has approached FAo for financingof this study.

rn Togo, the Governrnent has drafted terms of reference for the
proposed nationar study of the praine du M0 and has included it inits public investment program.

Consultat Mis s ions

L3. During the first guarter of 1990, the CSA lntends to visit Guinea-Bissau, thus completing the initiar round of consultations to theParticipating Countries. The recommendations of the Hunting report will serveas a basis for discussions during this consultation, as *ai thl case in the
CSA missions undertaken in many of the other Participating Countries. Oncethe initial round of consultations is completed, foIlow-up consultations may
be held with those Participating Countries which are initiating National oncho
Zone Development Studies.
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Land Settlement Review

14. The Land Settlement Review ls expected to be completed during the
first half of 1990. The consultants will present the final report at a

regional seminar to be organized by IINDP and the World Bank. This seminar
will provide an opportunity to the Participating Countries to discuss and
debate the report. It will enhance the dissemination of the concluslons and
recosrnendations of the Land Settlement Review and will promote follow-up
actions by the Participating Countries. The Participating Countries will also
be able to draw on the recoumendatlons of the Land Settlement Review in the
preparation of their National Oncho Zone Development Studies.

IV. CONCLUSTON

L5. The CSA intends to continue its support for socioeconomic
development actions ln the oncho-controlled areas. The CSA agencies are ready
to collaborate with each Participating Governnent in preparing terms of
reference and selecting consultant support for its national study, and in
managing and reviewing progress of the study once it is under way.

L6. I'tost of the socioeconomic development studies and activities
mentloned earlier have been financed outside the OCP framework, on I bllateral
or multilateral basis, by donors who considered support for the socioeconomic
development of the oncho-controlled areas vital. Since socioeconomic
development is ultimately the responsibility of the Participating Countries,
the stage has now targely been set for them to begin to introduce proposals
for follow-on national studies and actions in traditional aid consultative
fora. It is hoped that donor agencies will give full consideration to these
proposals, and 1f considered appropriate, will support their implementation.
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