
ONCIIOCERGIASIS CONIROL PROGRAI{I{E IN IJEST AIS.ICA
PROGRAHUE DE LUTTE COI:ITRE r ONCHOCERCOSE EN AI'RTQUE DE r OUEST

JOINT PROGRAMI'{E COMMITTE
Office of the Chairman

JPC - CCP COMITE CONJOINT DU PROGRAMME

Bureau du President

JPC10/rNF/DOC.2
ORIGINAL: FRENCH

Septenber 1989

JOINT PROGRAMI{E COMMITTEE
Tenth session
The Hague. 4-7 December 1989

I

I

i

(

INFORI{ATION DOCUI,IENT

SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF THE THIRTEENTH MEETING OF

THE NATIONAL ONCHOCERCIASIS COMMITTEES
(Ouagadougou 5-9 June 1989)

A. OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The thirteenth meeting of the National Onchocerciasis Commlttees (NOC) was held
in the headquarters of the Onchocerciasis Control Programme (OCP) in Ouagadougou from
5 to 9 June 1989.

2. The Prograrome Director recalled that during the twelfth meeting of the National
Onchocerciasis Cornmittees (Conakry, 1988), Ministers of Participating Countries
decided that they would not partlcipate in the 1989 meeting, but would allow the
technicians of thelr ninistries to address the practical issues scheduled for
discussion.

3. The conposition of the delegations (1 representative frorn the Ministry of Rural
Development or Agriculture, 1 from the Ministry of Economic Planning and 1 from the
Ministry of Health) was a reflectlon of the Programme's and the Donors' views that
the development of onchocerclasis-controlled land, for food production, was a high
priority.

4. The Programme Director recalled that during the sixth session of the Joint
Programme Committee (JPC), in Geneva, in 1985, it was decided that the Sponsoring
Agencies (CSA) would be responsible for conducting regional development studies.
These had commenced some tine ago and the first one, known as the "Hunting Survey",
had already been completed. A second populatlon resettlement study was now in
Progress.

B. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

5. As the neeting was addressing two itrportant subjects, separate officers were
elected for the Devolution Bureau and for the Socioeconomic Developnent Bureau.
For the Devolutlon Bureau, Dr A. Tiemtor6 (Burkina Faso) was elected Ghairman, and
Dr B. Bella (C6te d'Ivoire), Vice-Chairman. For the Socioeconomic Development
Bureau, Mr Kedagni S6d6gnan (Togo) was elected Chairman and Mr Abdou Hima (Niger)
Vice-Chairrnan.
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(v)
(vi )
(vii )

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The following agenda was adopted:

(i) Progress report of the Programme

(ii) Devolution

- Progress Report of Burkina Faso

- Study for the draft plan of devolution of Niger
- Prelininary study of the draft plan for devolution of Mali
- Guidelines for the draft plans for devolution of the other countries

in the initial OCP area (Benin, C6te d'Ivoire, Ghana, Togo)
- Collaboration of the western and southern extenslon countries in

ivermectin distribution

(iii) Socioeconomic development of the onchocerciasis-protecEed zones

- Introduction
- Work in groups
- Presentation of reports by delegatlons
- Discussion

(fv) Other matters

I

I

I

Date and place of fourteenth meeting
Adoption of report
Closure of the meetlng

D. PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PROGRAI,IME

7 . The Programme Director reiterated that the Programme's final objective lras to
control onchocerciasis as a disease, but not to eradicate it. In this resPect the
greater part of the original Programme area was under effectlve control with the
Programme's objective having been achieved. Control oPerations had also been
extended to the West and to the South-east.

8. A plan of Devolution for Burkina Faso had already been prepared and adopted by
the JPC. Similar plans were being formulated for Niger and eastern Mali. In 1990,
it would be appropriate for Benln, Togo, C6te d'Ivoire and Ghana to comPlete their
respective devolution plans.

9. Control activities (combined larviciding and ivermectin distribution) were
being conducted over the whole of the Programme area.

10. Finally, the Programme Director underllned the importance of rigld budget
controls to maintain maximum cost-effectiveness in all activities, whether they were
conducted by the Programme or by the Participating Countries.

E. DEVOLUTION

11. Dr Madiou Tour6, Director of Prograrnme Management, and rePr6sentative of the
Direcror of the Regional Office of World Health Organlzation (I{HO) for Africa
presented a statement on devolutlon.
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Prosress reDort of Burkina Faso

L2. The report presented by Burkina Faso stated that one hundred and ninety-five
health workers (doctors and especially nurses) had been tralned in the methodology of
surveillance and of the treatment of onchocerciasis with ivernectin. These same

health workers had also been trained ln the methodology of surveillance and of the
control of trypanosomiasis, for whlch dtsease there was fear of recrudescence.

13. Burkina Faso had not experlenced any great difficultles in lts lvermectln
treatment campaign at Pend16.

L4. The strengthening of health structures was of paramount importance in the
opinion of the participants. In this regard the Prograrnme Director advlsed the
participants that lt would be wise to be moderate ln thelr request for assistance in
the reinforcement of their national health structures. It was advisable that only a

few other diseases be associated with onchocerciasis, if financing for Projects was

to be easily secured.

15. The supply of ivermectin to Participating Countrles was at Present rather
compllcated in that Merck Sharp and Dohme (MSD) had declded that: (i) OCP would only
receive ivermectin destined for use in the OCP area, by OCP staff or under OCP

supervision, and, (ii) any organization could receive Ivermectin direct from l'lSD

provided that the application passed through the Ministry of Health of the country
concerned.

15. The meeting reconmended that for the eleven Participating countries, OCP

continue to be the sole institution responsible for the ordering and for the delivery
of ivermectin.

Study of the draft Plan of Devolutlon of Nlger

L7. The draft plan of devolution of Niger, not havlng received clearance from the
Niger authorltles, was presented ln only broad terms.

18. This plan placed emphasis on the extension of the surveillance Programme to the
Regions of Kolo, Tillaberl and Gaya, in addition to those of Say and Tera in which
onchocerciasls had been entirely controlled. The plan took also account of the total
interruption of transmisston in Niger.

19. The Programrne Director announced that representatlves of Che Progranme and of
the World Bank would soon vislt Niger to assist in the flnalizatlon of the plan.

Preliminarv studv of the draft PIan of Devolutton of MaIl

20. The draft devolution plan concerns that part of the orlginal Programme area
located in Mali, i.e., the Regions of Sikasso, Segou, Koulikoro and Mopti.
Activities would be principally oriented to the ocercle" level. A11 these activities
would be preceded by the tralning of health workers in the standard OCP nethodologies
for disease surveillance and treatment.

Gollaboration of the western and southern extension countries in ivermectin
distribution

2L. The Programme Director introduced this toplc explaining that in the western and
southern extensions, lvermectin was considered as a second means of onchocerciasis
control. A11 the countries noted with satisfaction the excellent collaboration which
had existed between the Programme and the natlonal teams during the course of the
treatment campaigns.
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22. With regard to the flnancing of the devolution plans of the Participating
Countries, the Programme Director announced that finance would be provided on a
bilateral basis between the countries and the donors in accordance with the proper
administrative arrangements existing in each country.

23. On the subJect of training, the meeting called for the creation of an Institute
of tropical epidemiology ln Africa.

24. Finally, the neeting expressed the wish that devolution plans take into
consideration and be integrated into the three-phased health development scenario

F. SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF ONCHOCERCIASIS-PROTECTED ZONES

25. In his opening remarks the Programme Director stressed that the social side of
socioecononic development was, ln fact, hturan health. He went on to renind
participants that before onchocerclasis sufferers actually becane blind they were
clinically and socially debilitated, they could not rrork productively and their
life expectancy is reduced by ,rp to L5 years.

25. A11 these different factors determined the gravity of community infection and
chus the viability or otherrrise of village life. Developnent should therefore not
only be oriented towards those onchocerciasls-controlled lands to which people could
now safely return, but, equally to Ehose areas where onchocerciasis-affected
conmunltles had llngered on ln the face of decllning levels of health and
socioecononlc well-belng.

Presentation of reports by delegates

27. The Chief of Socloeconomlc Development Unlt/OCP explained that the objective of
considering this ltem was to bring participants up-to-date on the activities
implemented or programmed in the onchocerciasis zones of the Participating Countries,
following the recommendations of the "Hunting" Report.

Benin

28. In Benin the "Hunting" Report had been the subject of a national discussion and
had involved participants fron all departments concerned. These discussions resulted
in a national consensus on projects for the construction of fecder roads and of
cereal storage facilities in villages. In a follow-up phase the road construction
projects have been extended to other provinces than Borgou; the requirements are now
estimated to be in the order of 320 krn instead of the 120 km as indicated in the
"Hunting" Report.

29. A component concerning the maintenance of feeder roads has been added to the
projects. Several new activities, or projects under preparation, were developing in
the Oncho-zones of Benin. These activities were: pilot development Projects,
projects for developing or erihancing the structure of development organizations and
projects concerning the protection of the environnent.

)
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Burkina Faso

30. The delegate of Burkina Faso underlined the lmportance of the Nouhao valley in
which the proposed development concerned agrlculture and livestock.

31. The prellurtnary studies have been cornpleted and a naster plan is being
subrnitted to the Itallan Government which has expressed interest in financing the
proj ect.

32. Other proJects like "Bagr6 Sud- and the projecE concerning the control of soil
erosion were of importance in lmplenenting development programmes in the Oncho-
controlled zones.

C6te d'Ivoire

33. As regards C6te d'Ivoire the development proposals in the "Hunting" Report
conformed wlth the natlonal development programme "North-East". The continuation of
this programme rdas of particular interest insofar as it would help to rectify the
imbalance between this region and other parts of the country.

34. New projects, such as the settlement of young people aE Serebou, were being
implemented in this reglon.

Ghana

35. The proposals of the "Hunting" Report agreed with the Ghana national
development plan. The zone ldentlfied by the "Huntlng" survey for socioeconomic
development concerned the valleys of the rivers Sissill and Kulparrn in northern
Ghana. The developnent projects proposed concerned mechanized rain-fed rice, food
crop production and livestock production.

36. Other development projects were being elaborated ln collaborati-on with the
United Natlons Development Programme (UNDP) and Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) and directed to crop production, livestock and the role of
hromen in the development process.

37. With regard to financing, negotiations were in progress with the Italian
Government for the funding of the raln-fed rice project.

Guinea

38. The "Hunting" Report has satlsfactorily ldentified the serious economic
problems faclng Guinea. The Government had establlshed a programme for economic
development ln the oncho-controlled zones, and this was part of the prograrnme. dealing
with the adjustment of structures. The priority of activities was strongly linked
with the problems posed by the opening-up of the plains (road-building), water
supplies and education of the rural populations.

Guinea Bissau

39. For the delegation of Gulnea-Bissau, the "Hunting" Report was a fair reflection
of the situation ln the Oncho-tnfected zones, where trade and prices had been
liberalized resulting in a stimulation of private initiative. The development
Programme in the Oncho-infected zones was an integral part of the country's overall
development efforts. The lnvestments ln these zones were directed to agriculture,
water supplies and livestock.
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40. The national development study as well as the development projects in the
Oncho-controlled zones, were integral parts of the National Development PIan. The
proposed project to construct 631 km of feeder road is intended to open up the Upper
Bani-Niger zone with a view to the development of the Sikasso region.

Niser

4L. The delegation of Nlger consldered that the recommendatlons of the "Hunting"
Report which resulted fron the analysis of the "Development project of Oncho-
controlled zones" failed to give proper importance to the overall socioeconomlc
development strategy of the country. An integrated development approach, as foreseen
in the project designed to develop the Onchocerclasis-controlled zones and as
formulated by Niger, was Ehe most appropriate one for the problens which were
prevalent in these zones, which were rich in national resources.

Senepal

42. The shortcomings of the "Hunting" Report were pointed out by the delegatlon of
Senegal, in particular with regard to the omission of the potential for nining,
tourism and hydro-electricity in the Oncho-transmisslon zones as well as the
exclusion of the onchocerciasis zone in the Departnent of Vellngara. The studies
foreseen by the "Hunting" Report had already been lnitiated either through the
development structures or as a report of previous studies.

Sierra Leone

43. Sierra Leone agreed with proposals contained in the "Hunting" Report as far as
the north of the country was concerned, but stressed that development had to be
considered for a much larger part of the country. Plans for specific projects had
not yet been formulated.

Toso

44. The zone identified for study and development in Togo constituted a national
priority. It had been decided to implement the project in an lntegrated manner.
Draft Terms of Reference had been prepared. Wtrile negotiations wlth the t{orld Bank
and UNDP were under way, the Government was plannlng to initiate the most pressing
components of the project by extension of activities already under way in the
neighbouring M6 plain.

Discuss ion

45. The country reports presented to the meeting had identified a nr.rmber of issues,
as follows: 1. financLng,2. control of migration, 3. lack of roads, 4. environmental
protection, 5. problems of commercialisation and storage as well as questions of
regional interest.

45. As regards difficulties in financing all delegates underlined the advisory role
which the CSA should play in undertaking developnent in the zones where
onchocerciasis was controlled or belng controlled.

41. Consequently, the delegates recommended that CSA mernbers should participate in
future NOC meetings.

i

I
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48. For the problem of migration, the delegates felt that a better understanding of
the phenomenon itself and its causes would be a prerequisit for findings its
solutions. It was recommended that detailed investigations should be undertaken in
this connection.

49. I'Iith respect to infrastructures, the delegates unanlmously recognized that all
the Oncho-zones suffered from a high degree of isolation, which should be overcome by
activities that filled in with the intetrated developnent prograomes. Thls would
take into consideratlon all aspects of development. Consequently, the delegates
recommended that all parties involved in the OCP support the Participating Countries
in obtaining the financing of such projects.

50. Concerning environmental protection as part of development in Oncho-controlled
zones, it was agreed that this issue should be an essential part of all strategies.

G. OTHER MATTERS

Future meetinss

51. The meeting wished it to be recorded that members of the CSA were cordially
invited to attend all future meetings of the Natlonal Onchocerciasis Committees.

52. It was also recommended that during the last day of the next meeting of
technical participants, Ministers should attend a plenary session to review and
endorse the meeting report to facilitate its presentation to the next session of the
JPC.

Submisslon of the Report

53. It was agreed that the Togolese Republic would present the Report of che
thirteenth meeting of the National Onchocerciasis Committees, to the tenth sesslon of
the JPC (The Hague, December 1989).

H. DATE AND PIACE OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING

54. It was decided that Ehe fourteenth meeting of the National Onchocerciasis
Committees would be held from Tuesday 29 May to Thursday 31 May 1990, at Ehe
headquarters of the Onchocerciasis Control Programme, Ouagadougou.

I. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

55. The report was adopted

J. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

55. Duri
gratitude
Programme.

ng the
to the

closure of the meeting on 9 June, delegates warmly expressed their
Government of Burkina Faso and the Onchocerciasis Control


