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ONCHOCERCIASIS CONTROL PROGRAMME IN WEST AFRICA

F'IJTURE CONTROL STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENTS OF T}IE PROGRAIVIME

1. Strateg:y considerations

1.1 Since the inception in L974 of the Onchocerciasis Control Programne (OCP),
the control strategT has been based on larvici<iing aiming at virtual
interruption of the transni.ssion of the parasite and resulting eventually in the
elimination of the hunan reservoir of the onchocercal worn within the Progranme
area.

L.2 When ivermectin,became available in 1987 for use in human populations,
the possibility was raised that large-scale distribution of the drug could
contribute to reducing transnission and, night eventually replace larviciding as
a control agent. However, recent extensive field trials and epideniological
nodel projections denonstrate that ivernectin is unlikely to contribute
substantially to transmission control.

1.3 Consequently, the Expert Advisory Conmittee (EAC) recomnended at its
June 1t8t session that the Programme should continue to rely on larviciding for
the control of transnission with the use of ivermectin to reduce norbidity in
individuals, in particular to rapidly reduce high nicrofilarial loads and
thereby avert impending blindness in heavily infected communities. Thus, in the
extension areas the drug would be used wtdely for the treatment of lnfected
cases.

1.4 Hence, the basic strategy laid down in the Plan of Operatlons for the
Third Financial Phase (1985 - 1tt1) adopted by the Joint Progrnmme Comnittee
(JPC) in December 1985 and its modifications for the latter half of that Phase,
approved by JPC in Decenber 1988, renain unchanged.
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2. The Original Programme area

2.L l,lhen the original plan for the Progrnmme - the Report of the PAG 1 Mission
- was prepared, the Donors and the Participating Countries agreed in principle
that OCP would operate for twenty years in the seven countries in order to reach
its objective i.e., to elininate onchocerciasis as a disease of public health
and socioecononic inportance throughout the Progrnmme area, and to ensure that
there be no recrudescence of the disease thereafter.

2.2 Ttris objective wilL be attained In the Ortginal OCP area as originally
scheduled, bV 1994. Full control has been virtually secured throughout that
seven country area. Larviciding came to an end in the northern one third of the
area ln 1985 and w111 have ceased ln nost of the renaining zones in the Original
area by 1990.

2.3 After that date entonological surveillence will continue for another two
years and larviciding will be confined to linited operations in two
circumscribed zones where transnission had only been partly controlled due to
operational dlfficulties. It is expected that such limited vector control will
be conpleted in 1994 bV which tine the Programme will have withdrawn entirely
fron an area condiderably larger than the Original area as defined in 1974.
The renaining reinvaded regions in the South-east and in the West will have
become operatlonally integrated into the Extension areas.

2.4 In the neantine the seven origlnal Partlclpating Countries, with the
assistance of the Donors and the Sponsoring Agencies, will prepare for and
undertake devolution actlvities. These will consist of active epideniological
surveillancer once larviciding comes to an end, and treatnent of recrudescent
cases by ivermectin where required.

3 The Extension areas

3.1 Ttre extension of OCP operations beyond the boundaries of the Original
Programne area, intended both to control reinvasion back into that Original area
and to protect the at-risk populations in the Extension areas, was approved by
the JPC in December 1984 in the Long-Tern Strategl (LTS). Ihe detailed
programme ln the Plan of Operations for the Third Financial Phase (1986 - 1991)
was adopted by the JPC in December 1t8!.

3.2 The
involving
proSrqmme
prog?nmme
necessary

OCP operations planned for the Southern and Western Extension areas
four additional countries could therefore be seen as a consecutive
which is distinct operationally and in its timefrane from the
carried out in the Original OCP area, but which is, nevertheless,
to protect the achievenents in that Original area.

3.3 When preparing the LTS, recent findings "... suggested that the lifespan
of the 0. Volvulus tvas on the average eleven years". With operations planned to
commence in the Extension areas in 1985, it was expected that vector control in
the Extension areas could come to an end bV 1997 or soon thereafter.

1 The Preparatory Assistance Mission to the Governments of Benin, Ghana,
COte d'Ivoire, Mali, Niger, Togo and Burkina Faso.
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3.4 However, recent epidemiological investigations in areas where larviciding
has been conducted since 1pJ4, supported by predictions of the epideniological
model, have now established that up to 14 years of vector control is required to
eliminate the hunan reservoir of the onchocercal parasite as against the eleven
years estinated when the LTS was prepared.

3.5 Moreover, durlng the first half (1986-1988) of the Ttrird Financlal Phase,
vector control encountered serious resistance problens which led to a delay of
up to three years in the start of vector control in the Extension areas.

3.6 Given the delay in the comnencement of vector control operations in the
Extension areas, the underestimate of the duration of vector control required to
eliminate the parasite, iurd the limitations of lvermectin in controlling
transmission, OCP will need to continue vector control operations in parts of
the Extension areas beyond 1997. However, by then the Progrnmme's obJective of
elininating onchocerciasis as a disease of public health and socioecononic
importance wiII have been achieved in more than two thirds of the eleven-country
Programme area, and OCP will be actively phasing out its operatlons. Thus, the
financial and operational implications of prolonging vector control in this
phase-out period are likely to be rather nodest.


