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INTRODUCTION

Study justification

1. This study on the role of vromen in the socioeconomic development of the
protected zones was recommended by the Joint Programme Committee (JPC), in its 1tB!
session, in view of the magnitude of the migratory movements going on in the rural
areas of the OCP and which have resulted in an expansion of the occupancy of the
lands formerly subjected to onchocerciasis transmission and in a dynamism of the
popul-ationsl .

2. The JPC has particularly focused its attention on women because of the very
important role of lsomen in West African societies in general and in the rural
agricultural societies in particular, This fact is confirmed by many studies, some
of which are cited in this report.

3. The JPC recommendation proceeded from this increasing awareness of the
importance of the role that h,omen play in national development. Thus, an evaluation
of the socioeconomic impact of OCP would not be complete if it did not cover this
section of the rural population.

4. That is why this work is aimed rather at a better knowledge of women's present
act,ivities and problems, as well as the further development of their potential.
Social and economic constraints which can impede the progress of h/omen will thus be
identified in order to better adapt loca1, national and external interventions to the
real socioeconomic needs of the hromen in these zones since, without such needs, the
settlemenL and resettlement schemes run great risks of failure 10'13.

5. This study will try to identify the major and persistent obstacles so that the
whole of the human and material potential for production could be mobilized with a
view to an optimal development of the zone. Activities presently engaged in by
women, as well as other activities which they wish to undertake, must therefore be
well identified to make possible a proper definition of appropriate technological
means for the development of the onchocerciasis-protected lands.

0bjective

6. Therefore, instead of trying to linger over an evalution and restatement of
the importance of the economic contribution of the women's work, this study attempts
to 1ay emphasis on less evident aspects, i.e the subjective notions which women have
of their role in relation to their objective situation; the objective aimed at being
to grasp better the way in which the women in these zones envisage the future
themselves.

Through documentary analysis and field surveys, this concerns identification
of:

the different types of economic activities undertaken by the women in the
rural zones of the OCP area (farming, animal rearlng, fishing, micro-
enterprises of a1l types and trade) and their soclal responsibilltles (home
management, role in health and education, etc.);

- constraints related to their economic activities (access to technology,
access to factors of production, access to credit) or the health conditions
(accessibility to safe drinking water, health centre, etc. );

local initiatives of the social and/or economic type, such as cooperative
organizations and other types of village associations. They will be the
subject of a critical analysis in order to bring out proposals as concrete
as possible that will enable the h,omen and their families to lead, socially
and economically, a more productive and more dynamic life.

U
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METHODOLOGY

B. The whole sample used for the case study, based essentially on a well-
considered selection supported by the experience of the ministries, non-governmental
organizations and women associations, was chosen because of:

the anount of work done by the women;

the existence of socioeconomic infrastructures as regards extension services
and equipment;

the existence of a traditional organization or association and particularly
the magrritude of the migratory movement that has been going on in the
locality since the start of the Onchocerciasis Control Programme.

0n this basls, the following witl be found in the sample:

- villages provided with extension services by public, as well as private,
bodies (development corporations, various rural funds, non-governmental
organizations, etc. ) ;

- villages provided with extension services by associations or the National
Women's Union;

- villages not provided with extension services, where the initiative for
associations is purely 1oca1;

- villages where women engage in handicraft activities and in other micro-
busi-ness activities;

- and fina1Iy, villages containing only emigrants

9. Thus, based on the surveys conducted through open discussions limited to hronen
alone and to the questionnaires, it has been possible to identify different economic
and social activities engaged in by the women, and the constraints and problems they
encounter in the exercise of these activites.

10. For detailed information by country, reference will be made to a set of
reports based on locaL studies carried out in 1986 and 1987(1).

11. This report is therefore a synthesis of a series of macro-studies carried out
according to a methodology based on: (1) a documentary research in various places,
i.e. ministri-es, government departments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), etc.
and (2) field visits for observation and conduct of surveys through direct
discussions with the women and women groups in a sample of 2J villages and six rural-
+-oh,ns.

(1) OCp Reports on the contribution of women to the socioeconomic development of the
onchocerciasis-protected zones .
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SOCIO-CULTURAL, ECONOMIC AND HEALTH OVERJIEW OF THE ZONE

72. The onchocerciasis zones of each of the seven initial Participating Countries
have many common features.

73. Generally, they are wooded savannas on predominantly ferruginous soils
intersected with lowlands and floodable plains.

14.
the
the
the
and

The agricultural practices, dominated essentially by their migrant nature and
duration of their fa11ow, divide the oCP area into two regions: the north where
principal crops cultivated are cereals (miIIet, sorghum and maize), while more to
south cassava, yam and cowpeas are being developed further in addltion to cereafs
cash crops such as cotton and groundnuts.

75. Cat.tle rearing is widespread and the raising of sma11 ruminants is becoming
general in the zone.

16. Commercial activities based essentialty on cola nuts, gold and saIt, and
cultural activities dominated by Islam, on the one hand, and ancestral traditions on
the other, and which explain in part the practice of polygamy, have developed over
the centuries in this vast region.

1'7. The organization of human societies composed of more than 1l million peopte
J2'/" of whom are women seems to predestine each main ethnic group for one of the
following activities, i.e. crop farming, trade, animal rearing, and micro-business
activities, such as food processing (agroindustries).

18. Thus, the Voltaic groups encountered in C6te d'Ivoire, Ma1i, Burkina Faso,
Togo, Ghana, Benin and Niger appear principally to be more active in crop farming and
the rearing of sma11 ruminants, while the Mandingo groups scattered over C6te
d'Ivoire, Ma1i, Burkina Faso and Benin devoted themselves more to trade until
recently when, thanks to the development of cash crops, they started turning more and
more to agriculture. The age-old pastoral tradition of the Fulanis sti11 makes them
incontestably the main promoters of animal rearing in the region.

79. The population situation in the onchocerciasis zones is marked by scattered
settlements. There the notion of population density takes on a particular
significance in that it conditions the possibilities for development. As a matter of
fact, it j,s conceived very easily that when the population density is below a certain
value no development can take place profitably: settlement schemes or, simply,
spontaneous settlements aimed at agricultural activities can be faced with problems
of transport, trade and even shortage of manpower.

20. From the heatth viewpoint, the insufficieney of infrastructures and personnel
is sti1l of concern. The consequence of such a situation is the significance of the
parasitic diseases which constitute the 1ot of the epidemlology of the zone.
Notably, they are malaria, diarrhoea, bilharzia and intestinal worms.

27. Onchocerciasis no longer constltutes a serious threat to health or
socioeconomic development. This, coupled with the effects of the drought of the past
few years, has influenced the migration of some of the economicatly productive
populations to the formerly-infested zones and others to other countries in search of
a greater economic independence that will enable them to escape the tutelage of the
elders.
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22. In the zones concerned, this is reflected in the presence of a younger
population in the settlement zones and in an adult female population rate that is
Iess (25.41) than that of the adult male population (27.4'l). Furthermore, it has
been indicated that out of a sample of 86 women questioned in Burkina Faso almost 50%

have no co-wife. This figure is far above the national figures and is confirmed in
Benin as well as C6te d'Ivoire where it was possible to gather information. This
change in the family structure demands from women not only a greater contribution to
the everyday mErnagement of the home but also a greater participation in economi-c
activities through crop farming, animal rearing, handicrafts and trade.

Contribution of woqeq !o ltevglopment activities

23. In general, women manage the family partly through the produce of their plots
of land for the production of various vegetables and rice. The proceeds from smal1
handicrafts and gathered fruits that have been processed (locust beans and shea-nuts)
constitute a considerable contribution. In addition, women are responsible for
education and health.

24. A new phenomenon is appearing in the settlement zones in the valleys formerly
infected: 521 of the active population (from 14 years to 64 years) is composed of
women generally in nonogamous homes as mentioned above. Thus, it is observed that
the tendency for an excessive demand on working capacity is more pronounced for the
women than the men.

25. The evidence of such situations is confirmed by the following typical
timetable:

The 24 hours of a woman in a rural area in MaIi

o4h3o

04h30 - 06h00

- rising from bed

- lrater-collection
- preparation of breakfast generally made up of the remains

of the supper that are reheated or millet porridge

06h00 - 10h00 - bathing of the children
- washing-up
- pounding of millet
- collection of vegetables or leaves for meal
- tvashing
- long journey to the market in the big centres because

generally there are only a few daily markets in the rural
areas

10h00 - 15h00 - camy a meal to the fields
- work on her agricultural plot if she has one, if not help

the man to ti11, weed, plant or guide the plough

15h00 - 18h00 - collection of firewood for supper
- collection of fruits or shea-nuts for the extraction of

butter

18h00 - 20h00 - vrater-collection
- pounding of mi1let
- cleaning of compound

20h00 - 22hoo - preparation of supper
- children to bed
- carding and spinning of cotton

22hOO - retire to bed
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26. It appears clearly that the women work more than 15 hours per day, the time
being divided between fanily and economic activities.

27. Right from their birth, women seem prepared and conditioned to assume a
housewife rote (wife and mother) with the expectation of a complementary ro1e, that
of men as those responsible economically in the household.

28. It should be observed that while in the majority of cases women assume the so-
caIled female tasks and responsibilities completely and competently, the men do not
always and as completely play their role as economic providers. This then falls also
on women who, unfortunately, have not always been prepared for such a role.

29. "I get up at 4 a.m. and start preparing breakfast with ...". This phase is
experienced by most of the vromen in the Programme area. They work on individual
farms where they grow mainly vegetables and food crops, the proceeds from which go
towards clothing, medical care, the children's schooling, various household items
(utensils, carpets, etc.) and, of course, food.

30. Their work covers ploughing, sowing, weeding, harvest and the carrying of the
quantity to be consumed by the household, not forgetting all that they do to ensure
that it is well processed. These processing activities concern shea-nuts, locust
beans, tannin and tanarind, collected fruits which certainly generate income but
remain sources of additional vrork before being sold on the loca1 market.

31. Furthermore, this processing increases the possibilities for conservation and
storage of produce. It is carried out very often by drying on the sun as regards
crops and by smoking as regards animal produce. Raw produce, processed produce from
personal farms and sometimes fanily farms, and pottery, cotton, basketry and tanning
harrdicrafts are sold on the local markets.

32. liomen, guardians ofl the socio-cu1tural values of the group, are responsible
for aII educational activities. They advise the husband, prepare the girls for their
duties as women and initiate them into the rites of the family. They must also
honour many social obligations (baptism, engagement, marriage, death ceremonies,
etc. ) which are occasions when great expense is incurred.

33. As far as health is concerned, women are responsible for the care of the
fanily. It is they who send each sick member of the fanily to the traditional healer
or the marabout. Subsequently, they see to it that all the treatments prescribed are
followed and applied. Their actions concern prevention also which they ensure
through environmental hygiene (sweeping of compounds and weeding of surroundings).

34. Today, the population movements which have ted to the resettlement of the
valleys have brought about changes. The migratory phenomenon indisputably affects
famiLies whose size is markedly smaller than the a,re.ag.1. Moreover, the
consequences of this resettlement/settlement concern changes in habits in the
families. Women see themselves bound to play a greater role in the family farn
dominated by cash crops, in this case cotton, and to a lesser extent, groundnuts and
tobacco. Similarly, water-fetching (where there are no welIs) and the search for
firewood continue to take much of their precious time.

35. It is necessary to eliminate the restrictions that such manpower imposes on
this essentially manual and extensive agriculture. This inevitably involves, among
other things, a reduction of the household chores, particularly water-fetching and
the search for firewood.
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Constraints on the participation of w mic development

36, The following observation should be recalled: the r^romen here work about 1! to
fil/z hours per day. They carry out work which is particularly tedious (the
preparation of nillet or maize for the meal). liater-fetching and sometimes firewood
collection make them travel, in certain situations, several tens of kilometres dai1y.
J.M. Guissou has indicated figures ranging between 16 and 32 kn for the dry season
and 8 and 16 kn for the rainy season. For the rainy season, for example, when the
avail-ability of manpohrer must be maximal, this represents more than th,o to four hours
per day. To the detriment that these activities cause to women's fu11 participation
in development should be added the two hours regularly devoted to the pounding and
grinding of cereals when a mi1I is not available.

37. The consequence of such a situation for the women is the limitation of their
agricultural work on relatively poor lands alongside the family farn. Still
dominated by the weight of tradition, women cannot ful1y enjoy their political right
as tenants of the land as conferred on them by the State. In fact, everywhere in the
Programme area, land is the property of the State which concedes it to whoever
develops it.

38. Because of its importance as the main factor of production, land may seem to
some to be the najor constraint on the participation of wotren in development. liithin
the franework of this study, that does not appear to be evident in any of the
countries concerned.

39. J.M. Kohler (l)17) tndicated that in the Bissa country, for example, 5Ol ot
the cultivated land belongs to women. They produce 57/. of the food crops and 4Z'/, of
the cash crops on areas which sometimes exceed one hectare. Elsewhere, up to B5/" ot
rice is cultivated by women.

40. To better understand the situation, these women who have settled in the rural
zones of the valleys were called on to state their views. The table below summarizes
their points of view on the constraints which affect them and the solutions they
recommend.
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CONSTRAII.[T PROPOSITION

- Ttre construction of welIs and boreholes
is as necessary as the rrromen learning to
repair the pumps themselves when they
break down.
The building of snal1 dans for rice
irrigation is necessary.

- Coltective farms, like in other villages
receiving extension services, constitute
a solution. We should, however, be sure
that we would get high-yielding seeds,
ploughing and sowing equipment as well
as protection for our crops through
insecticides.

- Can we be taught other technologies that
will help us to increase our incomes? For
cereals, cereal mills and decorticators
can bring relief but this demands that
the women organize themselves into groups
to produce more and that the authorities
help them market their produce.

- We want to contribute to buy carts for
the transport of wood and water by the
children instead of continuing to carry
them ourselves.

- If we receive training we can set up a
dispensary and the first-aid workers
and female village health workers can
give first-aid care.

- The lack of water in general is our
main constrai-nt. The we1ls are not
always functional: they dry up often
or the pumps break down. Certain
crops like rice have been abandoned.

- The work carried out individually,
especially with the means at our
disposal, is very difficult and
limits the possibilities for crop
diversi fication.

* Ani,mal traction and the use of carts
will increase production.

- Our food processing activities are
dominated by the tedious operation
of pounding and grinding mil1et/
sorghum and other cereals by hand.
"Look at my hands, they are hard".
Many women are engaged in shea-butter
manufacture and cassava processing
a1so.

- The working day is too fu1l and in
the evening when vre return from the
farm with firewood for cooking and
heating we stilI have to go to the
stream to fetch water and pound
grains or cassava for the meal.

- lie travel up to 10 km to reach the
first dispensary and when someone is
sick one has to stop worklng and
watch over him.

4f. One may wonder if what the women propose always constitute solutions to the
constraints. Some of the propositions seem rather to be an expression of their
ardent desire to find solutions to the dilferent problems. This is a proof of their
will to overcome the barriers imposed on them by society. The fields in which these
barriers are sti-ll strong are training and education. "We have no right to speak in
front of our husbands, much less go to school. It is a cultural fact which has
existed since the time of our ancestors. It is normal. The important thing is that
our children, both girls and boys, now go to school".

42. This is a strange irony of fate when it is known that the one speaklng is the
person in charge of education. The refusal to 1et women have access to education
reveals the retationship which exists between such education and economic
development.
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43. These observations should, however, not lose sight of the extension services
being offered in the region, though on a smal1 scale, and the rote of lyomen's
organizations. Their economic impact on part of the female population covers mainly
means of production (carts, high-yielding seeds, seeders, etc.) from which they
benefit within the franework of groups which exist almost an3rwhere in the region.

44. Socially, extension servj,ces undoubtedly reduce the women's working time. It
is rare, in fact, to meet women who are not well-informed about the advantages of
improved cooking means

45. At Ourogo, a village in Niger, the women intend even to pay between 10 and 2!
CFA francs per fanily for water-fetching from the pump. This sum is to be used to
repair the pump if necessary and to purchase spare parts.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND OBSERVATIONS

46. On the whole, groups (village associations, cooperati.ves, women associati.ons,
etc.) seem to be a school for the women in these rural areas. It is through these
groups that they receive agricultural training and acquire functional titeracy
status' both of which are necessary for an improvement in their incomes and
consequently the well-being of the fanily.

41. It is also through these groups that the impact of the services offered by
rural development assistants, village health workers, rural community workers, etc.
can be perceived.

48. It has been observed, however, that because of the insufficiency of the
available resources, especially manpower (one health worker for 1O0O inhabitants,
about one extension worker for 300 to 4OO depending on the situation(1)), emphasis
has not always been put on the action of women in the face of their new greater
responsibilities which, paradoxically, appear to be incompatible with the decline oftheir personal incomes.

49. From the agricultural point of view, it is rare to find female community
workers sufficiently trained for technical assistance tasks to guarantee, when
technical assistance is extended to women, the success that male workers cannot fu1Iy
ensure.

50. In fact, some women think that these male workers pay less attenti.on to theirrole in agriculture. Sometimes situations are encountered in which the community
worker is not authorized, especially if he is young, to deal directly with women.

5L. The consequence of such a situation is that very few extension services focus
on women and the rare female community workers met usually teach the principles ofchild nutrition and home economics. It is only exceptionally that some notions of
market gardening and backyard animal rearing are imparted. But, as has been seen,
faced with the insufficiency of memporder in this migrant environment, it is rather
essential that women participate more in economic development activities,

52. It is difficult to improve significantly the nutritional and health leve1s of
the family without ensurj.ng that women contribute effectively to the overall
development process and benefit from its returns.

In the organized settlement zones, the rate of extension services is greater:
one extension worker for 6! farms in 1982, within the franework of the Volta
Valleys Development Authority in Burkina. This action without which any
progress will remain weak is faced not only wi-th social constraints but also
with practical consj.derations.

(1)
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53. As regards trade, the existence of two types of activity dominated by nen and
women respectively should be noted. The sector considered to be modern is in the
hands of men while the traditional sector belongs to women. To be convinced about
that, one needs only to go to any rural market; most of the vendors are women who

sel1 agricultural produce made up mainly of millet which is used to brew the local
beer. This is another prosperous trade in both the rural and urban areas. Dried
vegetables are also widely marketed. Handicrafts are found there too: pottery,
dyed material, etc. Shea-butter and soumbala(1) are sold there.

54. The few men who setl in this type of market can be divided into two groups:
on the one hand, peasants who seII mainly animal-rearing produce as well as farming
tools (hoe and the wooden handles); on the other, peasant traders who deal in common

manufactured consumer goods like salt, sugar and other tinned foods. Fema1e and male
traders in the villages take advantage of these markets to buy cereals, vegetables
and other produce to seI1 in the neighbouring towns.

55. The marketed quantities constitute what remains after the family needs set by
the women have been satisfied. Thus, so long as women remain the main users of a
final product, any action concerning its processing technology should be adapted to
the uses they make of it.

56. That is why the big industrial units, which have always had a tendency to
jeopardize the traditional channels which the women usually dominate, often encounter
opposition from them. Thus, in rice processing women have been seen preferring the
services of a small village milI to those of a big rice-processing factory; the
smaIl mi11 seemed to meet their needs better and any change in capacity and mode of
processing must take into account those who control its use in the family and its
commercialization.
57. The same applies to handicrafts which costly technologies always end up
eliminating. The success of any undertaking by women in one case and its failure in
another depend on the nature of the product and its share in family consumption.

58. In the nutritional sphere, it is sti1l urgent to make use of the services of
community workers so that the leve1 of food intake would be improved through women's
recognized educational ro1e. Within the groups, extension services have been
focussed on directing the women to market gardening. However, it is still very often
not very profitable because of the inaccessibility of certain villages and the need
for a modern distribution channel for the produce. The fact that carrots, cabbages,
salads, peas and potatoes do not form part of the housewife's food aggravates the
situation further. Efforts should be aimed at integrating these new products also
into the fanily diet. Such an education progranme will improve the level of health
of the children and the whole family.

59. Animal rearing is reserved exclusively for r,ren. However, women in the rural
areas are interested in it. R.A. Phillott-Almeidaq has shown that in the Fulani
area, 291 of the women possess livestock while in the Mossi country the proportion
is 59/,. Animal rearing is considered by women as a means of saving but it can
represent a viable economic activity for them and an additional source of food for
the population in the zone only if the following constraints are removed:

(1) Sourbala - Locust beans processed into a granular high-protein flour used for
flavouring sauces.

I
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- the insufficiency of the water-supply points, which takes so much of the
women's time as not to aIlow them to be interested in it during the dry
season (20 ktr water the livestock);

- herding constraints as a result of which, despite the abundance of pasture
in the Oncho-zone, the sedentary livestock someti.mes gtaze only in the
spaces available and near the vilIages. Ttris leads very often to
overpressures and problems of man,/animal competition regarding both water-
supply points and utilised spacel

- technical dissociation between animal rearing and crop farning which simply
appear to be juxtaposed rather than associated.

RECOMMENDATIONS

60. The question of hromen's contribution to the devetopment processes in African
rural areas in general and in the onchocerciasis-protected zones in particular is
much more economic than political or social.

6t. Woments responsibilities are great and cover fields such as education and
health.

62. The study which has been summarized here constitutes an overview and shows
women at the centre and not on the fringe of the development process.

63. The integration of this population that constitutes more than half the zone's
human resources should not take place within the peripheral framework of some
additional women programmes "as a favour to mlnority groups,. 0n the contrary, faced
with the reality that the rural working women in the onchocerciasis zones are very
subject to the threat of deracinati.on, the integration should be seen as a condition
for the survival of the whole group. It must be based on the traditional conditions
and aimed at making the women more alrare of their economic responsibilities. This
should not dim the overall vision which division of labour, cultural bases, and
women's specific conditions and the necessary changes in their economic role
constitute and which should characterize all strategies for the organization of
peasant women. Such an approach would avoid any tactical opposition by men which in
the end do not help anyone.

64. That is why the real integratj.on of women must aim particularly at reducing
the household chores in order to make them more available to participate fulIy in
their own progress in the family unit.

For the reduction of household chores

55. The interventions should mainly be aimed at improving village water supply,
means of transport and the technology employed by hromen in their food processing and
handicraft activities.

We11s

66. The criteria for the construction of safe water-supply points have often been
defined in relation to the size of the localities concerned: depending on the
country, it may be villages with 300 or more j,nhabitants. It appears to be important
also to take into account the permanence of settlements since the entomological
situation and other factors bearing no relation to onchocerciasis control influence
somewhat the rate of settlement of the protected va11eys.
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61. There is no doubt about the mobilization of the village communities to
participate in terms of manpower in any activity. Before contacting the Volta
Valleys Development Authority (AVV, Burkina Faso) to come to their aid, the
population of Taan Boagho (51 fanilies that settled spontaneously in the 9rlhite Volta
basin) had tried with its own means to obtain wells. Eleven wells were dug but all
dried up in the dry season. With such a nanifest willingness, the specialized
servj.ces could limit their intervention to technical assistance and the provision of
non-1ocal materials.

58. To ensure the maintenance of the welIs, some women propose, as mentioned
earlier, several appropriate solutions: contribution for the purchase of spare parts,
their availability to foI1ow training courses that will enable then to i.ntervene in
case of breakdown, etc.

69. It is easily seen that by reducing the distances to be covered to less than
100 metres on average, there will be reductions of more ttran 801 in the tine devoted
to water-coIlection. The rate of settlement being experienced in the whole of the
protected lands i-n many of the countries constitutes an economic justification for
such projects that are well studied and adapted to the size of the community
concerned.

Improved and appropriate technologies

70. As regards firewood, the women in the onchocerciasis zones which are stiI1
thinly populated, suffer less from supply difficulties since the vegetation is still
abundant. However, preventive measures such as the following should be taken:

- control of woodcutting for sale in urban areas;

- tree planting projects in the villages. Some exist already but are
insufficient;

- promotion of the use of inproved means of cooking: in some areas they are
used in one-third of the households. It is only in one sarnple village that
they seem to be unknown.

71-. These measures which form part of the concerns of each State in the region are
limited by extension services. In the long run, such measures will free women for at
least one-third of their time and this can be devoted to economi.c activities. This
is becoming particularly important because of the inpossibility of offering other
solutions to these populations in the rural areas. In this regard, the solar ovens
being tested constitute a source of hope.

72. Another alternative to this problen related to water-collection and firewood
supply is improvement of the means of transport.

73. Because of their resources, hromen are sti11 under-equipped in terms of means
of transport. Very few of them possess a bicyle when the husband or some of the male
children possess one. They run all their emands on foot, usually with children on
their backs. Although such means of transport is convenient for trips to the farns
and between villages and centres where different services are offered, carts and
draught animals (donkeys generally) seem to be more useful to women. I'lith the cart,
the duties of water-collection and woodcutting are reduced and the camying of all
loads on the head is spared. Furthermore, young boys lead the cart to the
well/fountain or in search of firewood, thereby freeing the wonen for other tasks.
Ttre use of the cart even covers the transport of building materials such as
bricks and sand.
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74. Transport is not limited to only firewood and hrater. It also covers
agricultural produce from the farms to the villages and fron the villages to the
local markets. All products for sale: pottery, tocal beer, etc. are transported to
the trading centres thanks to such equipment which, after all, calls for limited
maintenance.

75. Unfortunately, this is an investment which is relatively costly for the
fa:nilies. In five years, the cost of a cart has rj.sen from ]0 OOO CFA francs to nore
than 80 000 CFA in the AW zones in Burkina Faso. Moreover, a draught animal (donkey
in this case) is valued today at some 30 000 CFA francs.

76. This is becoming all the more delicate since women have less access to
equipment credits which are primarily intended for cooperatives. Women producers'
groups or cooperatives are not very widespread but when they succeed in getting
farming or interim 1oans, the reimbursement rates are very high in relation to those
for men. A TOOL reimbursement rate has been reported in some AW planning units
where the proportion of women obtaining this type of loan represents lJl of the
tota1.

77. Furthermore, the access of women to credit should make an improvement in their
working conditions possibre as regards grinding of cereals, thanks to theinstallation of mil1s in the vi1lages, and in food processing activities, thanks to
the access to equipment, which though sti11 manually operated for most of the
operations, has been made much more simple and rapid. lrlith the models which have
been proposed and are being tested in several countries (see !'lomen's role in and
contribution to the socioeconomj.c development of the onchocerciasis-protected zonesin C6te d'Ivoire and Mali, Annex III), the capacity with respect to operations
concerning the husking of sheanuts for the production of shea-butter rapidly rises
from 10-20 kg of sheanuts per hour to JOO kg. Here also, mil1s play an importantrole in the crushing of nuts. It is a difficult operation the traditional output of
which is in the order of 11 kg/hour for three people. The mechanized procedures of
the cereal mil1s make it possible to obtain outputs that can reach /B Lg/hour.

78. Wood consumption is still very high in the different cooking and drying
operations involved in the preparation of soumbala or shea-butter especially since
the results of the solar studies are not very encouraging (72 kg, of dry nuts in two
days).

For a more effective participa t:Lon of h,omen in development

79. Thanks to the measures recommended above, nost of which must be intensified
and improved, the women, relatively relieved, can devote themselves more toagriculture, the main economi.c development factor in these regions.

80. In order that this development will not continue to take place to the
detriment of women, it is important for them to benefit in the same r{ray as men from
agricultural know-how. In this environment where social constraints persist, therole of economic provider which they play ful1y and responsibly is not always
recognized. Tradition generally relegates them to a position of secondary
importance.

81. Firstly, therefore, that important that the women benefit from technical
assistance in agriculture. fn order to try to mininize the weight of certaintraditions, it seems opportune to train more female extension workers. Their number,
although important, will play a role in the quality of the service rendered only if
extension workers cease to speak to peasants as people having a monopoly of thetruth. Michel Labonne noted that in Senegal 5% of the farmers decided to acquireagricultural equipment on the advice of extension workers as against more than /01who took that step because of the experience of their neighbour or simply because
they had the financial means.
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82. Such an observation caIls into question the appropriateness of determining the
1eve1 of services on the basis of an extension worker/farmer ratio.

83. Secondly, hromen should be organized into cooperatives related to productions,
other than what are traditionally reserved for them, and helped with the organization
of the market. This involves an increasing integration of farm produce into the
household food and the setting up of village markets for the sale of the produce
intended for marketing.

84. By so doing, women could have access to the means of production (fertilizers,
high-yielding seeds, farm implements, etc.) that are essential to their promotion and
the improvement of the well-being of the family.

CONCLUSION

85. The assignment of different types of distinct tasks to men and women in a
human society is closely related to the methods of production and the specific
cultural or religious norms. There should therefore be some caution with respect to
the temptation to make general inferences, which such an overview of social
institutions would not make it possible to avoid.

86. Some differences were noted in the different communities in the Progranme
area. These differences seem to be related to the activities the men and women are
engaged in. However, the study revealed some homogeneity in the division of labour
of which agriculture remains the main component.

87. It can therefore be concLuded from the studies carried out in the zone that
the development of agriculture definitely involves the promotion of women who must be
made to participate more in the organization of such activities.

BB. That is why everything possible should be done to reduce the burden which the
household chores constitute and which deprive women of a whole part of their energ'y
and economic productivity potential the immediate consequence of which is their
inability to have the necessary means for their own promotj.on.

89. This situation is all the more worrying since it influences also the health
status of the fanily in that womenr responsible for education and health, renain
handicapped and cannot play this role correctly and fu1ly because a 1ot of their time
is taken up by other less productive and particularly tedious preoccupations like
water-collection and food preparation.

90. The solutions recommended are characterized by the concern for them to benefit
from the support and contribution of the target population. This is all the more
necessary since the world economic crisis has made financial resources to be less
available for solutions calling for large projects and progrrnnes. It is therefore a
matter of relieving women further for them to devote themselves more to productive
act,ivities. Therefore it is recommended:

- to reduce the distances generally covered on foot to the rirater-supply points
either by digging more hrell-s or introducing or improving the tevel of the
means of transport (especially carts) which would j.ncrease trade between the
villages;

- to protect the new environment which because of its potential has brought
the communities closer to sources of firewood supply; this can be done by a
continuous education to respect this environment, the reduction of firewood
consumption (improved means of cooking), the planting and maintenance in the
villages of trees made up of rapidly-developing species like acacia and
eucalyptus;
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- to instruct wonen more in economics and agriculture in addition to the
traditional maternal and child health and household education advice,
through the training of more specialized female technical workers.

9t. By so doing, the access of wonen is assured to factors for the production of
cash crops, particularly the seeds, the fertilizers and the agricultural credit
necessary for the handling and processing of collected nuts and food crops.

92. A11 these changes will have a positive impact only if the marketing channels
are organized, the means of transport improved to enable the ri,omen to reach the
different local markets easily and the produce is integrated into the household
diet.

93. When definitively freed from the struggle for the survival of the household,
women could be the keystone of any health programme because they have the aptitude
for it.

{a



L

2

3

4

JPCB.4
page 16

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Rapport d'6valuation de lrimpact socio-6conomique du Programme de Lutte contre
1'Onchocercose. OCP, JPC7.3.

Etude sur les besoins des femmes dans les villages de 1iA.V.V. et proposition
d'un programme d'intervention. SAED, ao0t L976-avfil L977.

ROle et contribution de la femme dans le d6veloppement socio-6conomique des
zones prot6g6es de 1'onchocercose. R.I. LOUYA, juillet-ao0t 1987 COte d'Ivoire
et Mali; f6vrier 1!BJ, ttiger.

Report on the status and contribution of women in socioeconomic development in
the onchocerciasis-liberated zone, Burkina Faso. R.A. Phillott-Almeida,
December 1!8!

Revue Tiers-Monde, tome XXVI, No 102, avril-juin 1985.

Revue Tiers-Monde, tome XXI, No 84, octobre-d6cembre 1!80.

Programme de d6veloppement 1983-1986, 1'AW, mars 1!81 .

Impact socio-6conomique du Programme de Lutte contre 1'Onchocercose au Burkina
Faso 1974-1985. AW, juin 1985.

Rapport d'6valuation socio-6conomique du Progranme d'Eradication de
1'Onchocercose. OMS/CIRES, juillet 1985.

10. - Etude sur les conditions de vie et de travail des femmes en milieu rural et
proposition d'un programrDe d'intervention regional pour 1'alldgement du travail
des femmes. SAED/UNICEF, septembre 1976.

11. - Rapport d'6valuation - Unit6 de Planification I, Zorgho, Burkina Faso. CCCE,
f6vrier 1985.

12. - Ministdre des Relations ext6rieures Coop6ration et D6veloppement : Am6nagement
des Vall6es des Vo1ta, novembre lt8l.

13. - Etude sur les besoins des femmes dans Ies villages AVV et proposition d'un
programme d'intervention. AVV/SAED, ao0t L976 - avrJl L)'IJ.

14. - AW/INSD: EnquOte d'opinion auprds des agriculteurs des p6rimdtres sm6nag6s de
1'AVV, 1982.

a
,

I

t
t

5

6

7

8

9

:l


