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CSA Work Program in Support of Socioeconomic Development
Follow-up to the Ministerial Meeting, April 1994, Paris

l. One important justification for the Onchocerciasis Control Programme (OCP) has

always been the potential economic benefit from improved productivity due to better
health and from allowing production in river valleys where endemic onchocerciasis, among

bther factors, has kept population densities and agricultural production very low. OCP

operations have concentrated on preventing blindness and eliminating onchocerciasis as a

public hedth constraint, but the constituent donors, participating countries and sponsoring

agencies of the Programme have maintained an active interest in the economic

dwelopment of the OCP areas and through various mechanisms have sought to ensure

that the development potential of these areas is realized.

2. Wthin the OCP statutory frameworlg the Committee of Sponsoring Agencies
(CSA) has taken on the responsibility for supporting socioeconomic development. The

first CSA work program in support of development, approved by the Joint Programme

Committee (IPC) in 1986, included, among other activities, two regional studies. The

first, the Hunting Study, examined the development potential of the OCP areas, collecting
information on natural resource endowments, infrastructure and populatiorq and making

recommendations for the preparation of specific development proposals. The second

study, the Land Settlement Review (LSR), examined settlement activities in the I I OCP

countries and developed policy recommendations to facilitate effective and

environmentally sound settlement. The findings from the LSR were discussed at a

seminar, held in Ouagadougou, attended by midJevel officials from OCP Participating
Countries who were responsible for settlement-related activities.

3. The regional studies and the seminar highlighted two related factors, central for the

development of areds where onchocerciasis has been controlled. First, the OCP areas

ofler substantial opportunities for increased agricultural productioq perhaps the largest

under-utilized area in Africa. Migration to river valleys where onchocerciasis is already

controlled has been rapid and agricultural production has increased. Second, and

somewhat counterbalancing the first, increased land settlement involves substantial

environmental risk.

4. In 1991, the l2th session of the JPC, held in Riyad[ approved a proposal to
address these issues through two different activities. The first was to organize a

ministerial-level meeting on environmentally sustainable settlement bringing together
policyJevel ofEcials from the participating countries and experts from multilateral and

bilateral agencies. The second was to sponsor an examination of the environmental impact

of land settlement in the OCP are4 building on the OCP's expertise in environmental
monitoring.
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5. Both of these activities were completed successfully in 1994. The ministerial
meeting brought together government ministers from all the OCP countries, as well as
technical speciatists and donors, to discuss and approve a set of guiding principles for the
promotion of sustainable settlement and development of the OCP area. The
environmental impact assessment, the results of which were presented at the ministerial
meeting analyzed the relationship between settlement and'environmental degradation,
-identi$ing the causal factors of degradation and how it might be avoided in the future.

6. The next step in this series of activities to support sustainable settlement and
development in the OCP area is to ensure that the guiding principles approved at the
ministerial meeting can be implemented at the national level. To do this, the CSA will
focus its efforts on the LJNDP Roundtables and World Bank Consultative Groups. These
meetings between donors and country officials provide an opportunity to discuss the
guiding principles in the context of more concrete sector strategies and specific projects.
The CSA will target several of the up-coming meetings, working with the countries and
within the individual sponsoring agencies to see that issues of settlement and development
are on the agendas. As part of this effort the CSA will (D encourage the field ofEces of
the individual agencies to assist in planning the meetings and to participate actively, (ii)
use its contacts with donors to encourage their participation, and (iii) where appropriate,
send representatives ftom the CSA to provide a regional perspective.

7. While many of the issues involved in sustainable settlement are best resolved at the
national level, discussions at the ministerial meeting reinforced the fact that many issues
cross national boundaries and therefore require a regional perspeclive. The idea of a
regional forum within which to discuss these types of issues has been mentioned
repeatedly, in the Land Settlement Review, in the Ouagadougou seminar and in the
ministerial meeting. Moreoveq there already exist a number of regionat organizations in
West Africa that may be an appropriate venue for such an on-going forum. The CSA is
engaged in a process of analyzing the existing institutions and determining whictq if any,
would be an appropriate site.

8. The CSA remains convinced that the OCP areas have great potential for
socioeconomic development and that an appropriate policy framework at the national level
is vital for zustainable settlement. The ministerial meeting earlier this year was an
important step in attaining this goal. The OCP community -- Participating Countries,
donors and Sponsoring Agencies, should now focus on fotlow-up at the national and
regional level with concrete activities.
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