
50 Per Cent 
Mark Reached 

in World 
Immunizations 
The worldwide drive to immu

nize children before 1990 
against major diseases during 
their first year of life has reached 
the half-way mark. 

According to wHo's Weekly 
Epidemiological Record (No. 
33): "Immunization coverage 
with three doses of diphtheria, 
pertussis and tetanus (OPT) or 
polio vaccines for the first time 
has surpassed the 50 per cent 
level in both developing and 
industrialised countries." 

In the countries of the West
ern Pacific region, for instance, 
immunization totals reached 70 
per cent for OPT and 77 per cent 
for polio, the highest in the devel
oping world. 

WHO launched an Expanded 
Programme on Immunization in 
197 4 to protect children against 
six diseases- the four cited, pi us 
measles and tuberculosis - as 
well as to protect pregnant wo
men against neo-natal tetanus. 
At the programme's start, the co
verage of infants with a full 
course of vaccines against OPT 
and polio was less than five per 
cent in the developing world. 

Up to June, China, the largest 
developing country, had immu
nized 74 per cent of its18 million 
infants who survived to their first 
birthday against OPT, and 84 per 
cent of them against polio. 

Among other large develop
ing countries, immunization 
rates are similar, for instance: 
• India: immunized 53 per cent 
against OPT, and 45 per cent 

OPT, Polio: At start of pro
gramme, only five per cent 
immunized. 
Photo: WHO/UNICEF 
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Howzat? A Grook for Health 
"Health for All; All for Health" is Theme for 1988 

WHO turns forty next year on Wednesday 7 April. To observe the 
occasion it is proposing not just a one-night "party" of celebration, 
but that 1988 be turned over to a "year-long mobilization for health 
development. " 

Each year as part of its anni
versary, WHO focuses attention 
on a topic important to world 
health through a theme. For 
1988, the theme is "Health for 
All; All for Health." 

lt reinforces the larger goal of 
"Health for All by the Year 
2000," to which countries are 
committed. 

1948-88 

The universality of the 40th anniversary theme inspired Piet Hein, 
Danish mathematician and scientist, but also writer of essays, fables 
and grooks- short, rhymed epigrammes rather like the Japanese 
haikku in form- to pen these lines: 

Mankind's true 
Health must come 

With the new 
Millennium 

Heed the call 
For common wealth 

Health for All 
All for Health 
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against polio, out of 23.12 million 
newborn children. 
• Brazil: 62 per cent OPT, 86 
per cent polio, out of 2.49 million 
newborn children. 
• Kenya: 75 per cent OPT and 
polio, out of 1.8 million newborn 
children. 
• Philippines: 55 per cent OPT 
and polio, out of 1.55 million 
newborn children. 

Immunization rates for devel
oping countries are rapidly ap
proaching those of the industria
lised countries, WHO officials say, 
and in some cases are overtak
ing them. 

Immunization programmes 
in developing countries have 
prevented more than a million 
deaths from measles, pertussis 
and neo-natal tetanus, as well as 
over 750,000 cases of polio. 

Despite these successes, al
most a quarter of a million cases 
of polio and over three million 
deaths from childhood diseases 
are reported annually in the 
Third World. And immunization 
is "lowest" for two diseases 
which cause the most deaths -
measles and neo-natal tetanus. 

"There is no room for com
placency," WHO officials warn. 
"Programmes must be accele
rated during the coming three 
years, if the goal of Universal 
Childhood Immunization is to be 
attained" - a reference to the 
declaration originating from 
UNICEF, a main supporter of the 
programme. 

Public Health 
Associations in 

US Rally 
to WHO 

U.S. public health associa
tions spoke up for WHO during 
hearings in Washington, D.C. 
earlier this year of the US 
Senate Appropriations Sub
Committee. 

On behalf of eight associa
tions, Or Donald A Henderson, 
dean of the Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health, warned 
that "four decades of labour " ... 
devoted to building ... internati
onal cooperation are beginning 
to crumble." 

This results from his country's 
delay in paying a large part of its 
assessments to the WHO budget, 
coupled with the continuing 
drop in the value of the US dol
lar. At that time, the US arrears 
were put at around $110 million 
for 1986 and 1987. 

(Last May at the World Health 
Assembly, the US voted in fa
vour of WHO's 1988-89 budget of 
$33,980,000.) 

In a reference to AIDS, the 
dreaded acquired immunodefi
ciency syndrome, Henderson 
stated: "We are facing a catas
trophe unmatched since the 
Black Death of the Middle Ages. 
If ever we needed an inter
national effort, it is now." 

(Last June in Venice, leaders 
of the seven major industrialised 
countries designated WHO as the 
"best forum" for the interna
tional assault against AIDS that 
is needed.) 

He testified on behalf of these 
associations: 

(1) the Association of Schools 
of Public Health, (2) the Amer
ican Academy of Pediatrics, (3) 
the American Medical Students 
Association, (4) the American 
Nurses Association, (5) the 
American Public Health Asso
ciation, (6) the Commissioned 
Officers Association of the US 
Public Health Service, (7) the 
National Council on Interna
tional Health, and (8) the Amer
ican Association for World 
Health. 

"We have failed to meet our 
obligations for no good reason, " 
said the president of the Ameri
can Public Health Association, 
Or Ruth Roemer. 

Their testi many drew editorial 
support from leading papers in 
the Washington area. In a refer
ence to what it called" America's 
misguided parsimony," the Bal
timore Sun commented: "What 
staggering, appalling indiffer
ence. What must the people of 
the world think of us?" 

And the Washington Post 
suggested "either raise the extra 
revenue to pay for important aid 
programmes or re-divide the 
available funds so as to give a 
larger amount to development 
aid ... " 

Worldwide 
Non-Tobacco 

Day Set 
For 7 April1988 

When the Toronto Globe & 
Mail (circ. 310,000) closed its 
pages to tobacco advertise
ments at the end of August 1986, 
it became the first metropolitan 
newspaper in the industrialised 
world to do so. 

The Canadian Code of Adver
tising Standards forbids adver
tisers to "depict situations which 
might encourage inappropriate, 
unsafe or dangerous practices," 
the paper said in explaining its 
decision. 

"We do not suggest a ban 
lightly," it stated editorially. 
"There must be a compelling 
public interest before a govern
ment, or a newspaper, should 
take the extraordinary step of 
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preventing a legal product's pro
motion. We believe that interest 
here is undeniable." 

The distinction of being the 
first newspaper ever to refuse 
advertisements however, goes 
to another Canadian paper, 
the smaller Kingston Whig
Standard (circ. 35,000) in On
tario. it said " No" beginning in 
January 1985. 

Now other journalistic enter
prises have been asked to do 
likewise following an appeal to 
the world's print and electronic 
media to "voluntarily" refuse ad
vertisements- if not indefinitely, 
then at least just for a day next 
year. 

The appeal is part of a resolu
tion (wHo40.38), adopted last 
May by WHo's World Health As
sembly, that is aimed at marking 
Wednesday 7 April 1988 as the 
world's first non-tobacco day. 
That date, appropriately enough, 
also marks the fortieth anniver
sary of WHO. 

In addition, the resolution ap
peals to " manfacturers of to
bacco, and those who promote 
its consumption, to refrain volun
tarily from all publicity activities 
in all countries, specially in 
developing countries." 

Smokeless Tobacco: Not a 
safe alternative to cigarettes 
in any form. 
Photo: WHOfTibor Farkas 

In the next 
issue 

Never before in the world 's 
history have so many millions 
of ordinary people been on 
the move, whether on busi
ness, as sightseeing holiday
makers or as workers seeking 
better job opportunities in 
another country. The Decem
ber issue of World Health in
vestigates the health of tra
vellers and the pitfalls that 
may lie in wait for the unwary. 
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News Briefs 

• Collaborating for Relief of Cancer Pain. The Netherlands Can
cer Institute, along with the department of clinical psychology at the 
University of Amsterdam, together have been designated a WHO col
laborating centre charged with developing "quality of life measure
ments " that would help in the treatment of patients. 

As part of a new initiative, and through the theme "Why Not Free
dom from Cancer Pain?", WHO is challenging health administra
tions to carry out programmes to manage pain, and thus bring relief 
to an estimated 3.5 million patients throughout the world who suffer 
pain needlessly 

• Now Pennies for UNICEF. The USA Committee for UNICEF has 
added another trick to the repertoire of inventiveness in raising 
funds for the world's children. 

Last summer, UNICEF joined with Virgin Atlantic Airways to 
launch "Change for Good " -a high-flying scheme to collect and 
put to good use all those coins left over from a traveller's trip abroad. 

Passengers are asked to donate the little pieces that won't buy 
anything at the duty-free store, or that banks at home won't redeem. 
This follows a video presentation explaining the concept of the col
lection drive. Envelopes are provided. 

In the first two weeks of the programme, an estimated $10,000 
was collected. Should the idea catch on with other carriers, accord
ing to one estimate, as much as $40 million could be collected yearly 
- all for the benefit of needy kids. 

• Off the Press. Published by WHO's Regional Office for Europe in 
Copenhagen and Masson of Paris, "Trends in Health Legislation in 
Europe," a 226-page study which compares developments in 32 
European countries since the 1970s. 

Among topics discussed: services provided by the "welfare 
state, " the changing roles of doctors and nurses, new consumer 
movements for patients' rights, and rising expectations wrought by 
the "miracle of medicine. " 

(To order, write: Leenen, Pinet, Prims, WHO!Masson, 120 Bd. Saint-Ger
main, 75280, Paris, Cedex 06. Price 226 French francs.) 

• People. Appointed as Director, wHo's Division of Communicable 
Diseases, Or Giorgio Torrigiani (Italy), a staff member since 1971. 

He is now responsible for these programmes: tuberculosis and 
respiratory infections; sexually transmitted diseases; prevention of 
blindness; microbiology and immunology; smallpox eradication ; 
leprosy; veterinary public health; epidemiology and management 
support. 

• Takemi Fellowships. Ten-month fellowships in international 
public health are being offered next year by the School of Public 
Health, Harvard University, un-
der an endowment by two Ja
panese pharmaceutical com
panies. 

The programme is named 
for Or Taro Takemi, president of 
the Japan Medical Association 
1957-82, and of the World Medi
cal Association 1978-81. 

Applications are sought 
from both graduate students, 
and mid-career professionals. 
Deadline is 15 January 1988, 
and the fellowships will start on 
1 September. 

(For details, write to: Profes
sor Lincoln Chen, Director, 
Takemi Program in International 
Health, Harvard School of Public 
Health, 665 Huntington Avenue, 
Boston, Mass. 02115, USA). 

Takemi Program 
in International Health 

The Takemi Program in International 
Health at the Harvard School of Public 
Health seeks applications for a limited 
number of fellowships for research and 
advanced training on cr~tica l issues of 
international health, espectally those re
lating to developing countr~es. The pro
gram focuses primarily on mobilizmg, 
allocating and managing scarce re
sources to improve health, and on creat
ing sound strategies for disease control 
and health promotton. The program 
brings together graduates of advanced 
degree programs and mid-career pro
fessiOnals from around the world from 
diverse discipltnes. Appointments be
gin on September 1 t988, for a ten
month period. For add itional mforma
tion contact: Prof. Lincoln C. Chen, Di 
rector, Takemi Program in International 
Health, Harvard School of Public Health, 
665 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 
02115. Application deadlme is January 
15, 1988. 
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