TEN YEARS OF FREEDOI\/I FROI\/I AN ANCIENT SCOURGE‘

‘Smallpox: ne er agam'

by De

Director-General

en years have now elapsed smce

sceptics— and there were many-—who

disease to be really eradicat
planet. Surely it would turn up again to

plague mankind as 1t has done smce

time immemorial ?
Nevertheless smallpox has gone from
the world Throughout the past decade

rumour register” proves the value of

unremitting surveillance: every alarm
has turned out on investigation to be a

false one—the result of ch1ckenpox or

measles or skin dlsease or erroneous

press reportmg ,
The eradication of smallpox is a truly

sensational example of what can be

done when all the nations of the world

said that smallpox was too insidious a

_ pull together ma  venture that W,,ﬂl

of our chlldren and our chlldren S ch11-
dren. When the history of the twentieth
century comes to be written from the
standpoint of the twenty-first, this

achlevement w1ll undoubtedly rank

of ﬂlght and the landmg of men upon
the moon. o

( he part we
played in th1s achievement—but we are

. not restmg on our laurels either. The
~ next step is to harness the same inter-

national will and energy to bring about

the whole package of edueatlonal en-
WHO's menculously kept: “mternatlonal .

cal, orgamzatlonal and managerlal ac-
tions that we call Health for all by the

year 2000. And in so domg, we shall
make good use of the lessons we learnt

'marked map of the globe was gradually

cleansed untﬂ the last vestlge of small-




