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Millions living on the margins of our great cities 
have little protection from the elements-
and none against disease 

(~~ Time and again, the bright lights of the 
~ ~ city prove an irresistible attraction for 
~/,if poverty-stricken families living in the 

JYsH 
1987 surrounding countryside . They converge 

in ever-growing numbers on the already 
over-crowded capital cities, only to face drastic 
shortcomings in housing, water supply, sewage 
disposal. local transport and job opportunities . 

There is little hope that the rapid urbanisation 
and population growth of each great megapolis 
will slow down in the foreseeable future . Family 
planning does not stand much chance in the 
uneven David-and-Goliath contest to curb popu
lation growth . By the year 2025, according to UN 

data, the cities of the developing world will provide 
breathing space- and little more than that- for 
nearly 4,000 million people compared with over 
1,000 million today. 

Humanity reached its first 1 ,000 mi llion in total 
population early in the nineteenth century and 
never looked back. Society has changed consider
ably since then, but living conditions have changed 
little for a disturbingly vast section of mankind . 
(The World Bank defines 800 million people as 
"the absolute poor" .) For most of them, "shel
ter" means minimal protection against the ele
ments, none of the amenities which the twentieth 
century takes for granted - and no defence against 
disease. These are the truly homeless. • 

Below : Playtime in the shadow 
of high-rise flats in Singapore. 
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Below: House-building requires 
an effort ; men at work in Nepal. 

Left: Those 
who live in these 
shacks can only 
dream of 
moving one day 
to the modern 
apartments ; a 
scene in a 
French city . 
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Below: Homeless and 
depressed in a 
European city . 
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Above: Cairo slum 
children play in an 
abandoned car. 

Left: An Indian 
woman draws 
clean drinking 
water from the 
well. 
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