
taken no pills and is in the habit 
of eating properly and doing 
exercises. 

The CIJ team (including several 
volunteers) arrive at the school in 
the middle of the break. They start 
getting the theatre ready and put
ting on make-up in front of the 
children so as to attract their atten
tion. The drawing power of the 
show for the children never fails ! In 
a minute they are all around the 
team watching the preparations and 
asking questions. As the event has 
been publicised in the district by 
posters, some of the schoolchil
dren's neighbours and parents also 
arrive, with their smallest children 
in their arms. 

During the performance the chil
dren are not just passive spectators; 
they are constantly invited to par
ticipate. The puppets address them, 
ask what they think about what is 
happening on the stage and make 
them take part in the action. Fasci
nated, the children readily forget 
that what they are watching is only 
a play and take it for a real-life 
happening. When they are asked 
which of the four main characters 
they would most like to resemble, 
they all shout in unison: "I want to 
be like Gustavito, so as to win!" 

Clearly, the preventive message 
" came across" and reached those it 
was intended for much more surely 
-and probably to more lasting ef
fect-than if they had merely been 
passive recipients of a lecture on 
the dangers of pills. When the play 
is over, another surprise awaits 
them: the puppeteers suddenly ap
pear before the audience, each 
holding his or her marionette. They 
make them move and talk, inviting 
the children to come and visit them 
at their district CIJ centre, where 
they will teach them how to make 
puppets and act plays with them. 
This way of publicising the centres 
never fails, because it appeals to the 
children through an activity that 
really pleases and interests them. 

The puppeteers are already pack
ing up their gear and removing the 
white grease-paint from their faces, 
but the children are still clustered 
around them, hoping they won't go 
away just yet. Once their interest is 
aroused, questions and doubts pop 
out from their little heads like 
sparks and demand answers. The 
first step has been taken towards 
initiating genuine preventive edu
cation with these children. · • 
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Information 
on 

drug abuse 
ccess to comprehensive infor
mation is a prerequisite for 
sensible action and policies 

about drug misuse. It was this basic 
principle that underlay the found
ing, in 1968, of the Institute for the 
Study of Drug Dependence (ISDD) 
in response to the United King
dom's first wave of public concern 
about drug abuse in the 1960s. 
Over the years the Institute has 
provided valuable advice to WHO 

on a variety of technical issues in 
this field. 

Apart from its publications, the 
resources of ISDD are not generally 
available outside the British Isles, 
but the Institute is carrying out a 
computerisation programme which 
will make its library accessible on a 
more international basis. 

This library is now one of the 
largest and most comprehensive 
collections of scientific, academic 
and other documents on substance 
abuse in the world, numbering 
some 40,000 articles and books. 
The indexing system is unusually 
heterogeneous and multi-discipli
nary. An end-product of this work 
is ISDD's "Thesaurus of Indexing 
Terms", already available in En
glish and Spanish, with a Portu
guese version in the pipeline and a 
prospect of a French version later. 
This indexing tool enables material 
to be retrieved from the library on 
any topic; when eventually the li
brary database is transferred on
to computers, it will be accessible 
to researchers and information
seekers outside the UK. 

Besides the library's facilities, 
ISDD has an experienced profes
sional information staff who deal 
with some 8,000 individual en
quiries each year, ranging from 
school and university students for 
help with essays and theses to re
quests from policy-makers and re
searchers for material relevant to 

their current interests. The needs of 
the latter are also catered for by the 
monthly publication of selected ab
stracts of the library's latest acquisi
tions, selections from material pub
lished in the UK press, and a listing 
of all documents and books added 
to the library each month. 

Wider dissemination of informa
tion on drug misuse is achieved 
through a comprehensive range of 
booklets and brochures aimed at 
particular audiences, such as social 
workers, schoolteachers, parents 
and family doctors, whose occupa
tions bring them into contact with 
drug problems. The library ensures 
that these publications present an 
up-to-date and balanced account of 
the facts of drug misuse, while 
ISDD's journal Druglink is avail
able internationally and serves to 
keep its readers abreast of develop
ments in UK policy and practice on 
the misuse of drugs. 

ISDD's Research and Develop
ment Unit aims to support the 
growth of knowledge and compe
tence among those who work with 
drug problems. It concentrates on 
social research in the areas of pre
vention, evaluation of education 
and social work, and development 
of tested training and teaching 
methods and materials. 

ISDD seeks to be a credible 
source of information and support 
to everyone concerned with drug 
misuse. It therefore takes great care 
to remain independent from gov
ernment (though it does receive 
some of its finance from the UK 
government) and from any faction, 
and generally refrains from ex
pressing opinions on issues of drug 
policy. The Institute, based at 1-4 
Hatton Place, London EC1N 8ND, 
is of potential interest to other 
countries as a model institution to 
support their national response to 
the misuse of drugs. • 
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