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JOIN US TO 
FIGHT HEPATITIS

A SILENT KILLERMUCH MORE NEEDS  
TO BE DONE

 “My father was diagnosed with hepatitis C and cirrhosis 
a few years ago. Not long after, we found out he had liver 
cancer, which the doctor said was linked to hepatitis. He 
desperately needs a liver transplant but we can’t afford the 
operation. We all went to test for viral hepatitis as well. My 
mother was infected; it turned out she had been suffering 
from chronic hepatitis B for years but didn’t know it. Now she 
has cirrhosis too. 

“I’m worried I could lose both parents to hepatitis – a disease 
that we didn’t even know they had. It’s a silent killer.”

Oyunsukh Dashnyam, daughter of a liver cancer patient, 
interviewed by WHO staff in Mongolia, February 2015

“Ensuring hepatitis patients get treated early is an ongoing 
challenge. People do not show symptoms for a long time, so 

they don’t even know they have the disease and don’t get 
treated. By the time they realize, it’s often too late. 

 “For many patients, treatment is too costly and they cannot 
afford it. All we can actually do is to continue to monitor.

 “We need to educate more doctors about the disease – even 
some specialists have low awareness. Ideally, I’d like to see 

hepatitis C screening and hepatitis B vaccination for health-
care professionals in all hospitals. We still have so much more 

to do to stop the spread of hepatitis.”

Doctor in China, currently working with WHO

For more information, please contact:

Regional Hepatitis Programme
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
P.O. Box 2932
1000 Manila, Philippines

e:  hepatitis@wpro.who.int
w: wpro.who.int/hepatitis
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OUR PROGRESS

OUR FIVE-STEP PLAN

NO ONE SHOULD DIE 
FROM HEPATITIS

OUR SILENT EPIDEMICS

Across the globe, 400 million people are living with viral 
hepatitis, and 2 billion people have been exposed to 
these viruses. Every year, 1.4 million people die from 
hepatitis-related liver disease. 

The Western Pacific Region carries the highest burden, 
with 1500 people dying every day from liver cancer 
and cirrhosis – the complications of viral hepatitis. This 
death toll is higher than that of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and 
malaria combined.  

Liver cancer is the third most common cause of 
cancer death in the world, and chronic hepatitis accounts 
for close to 80% of all liver cancer cases globally. 

China alone accounts for more than 50% of all liver cancer 
cases in the world.

Without a comprehensive public policy response and 
funding to combat viral hepatitis, deaths are set to 
increase over the coming decades.

WHO experts, together with the WHO Regional Office for 
the Western Pacific and Country Offices, have been leading 
the fight against hepatitis. We work with governments 
to ensure policymaking is on the right path, so 
that clinical practice can be made more effective. Our 
achievements include: 

• Success in immunization, which resulted in         
1 million fewer hepatitis B infections and 300 000 
fewer deaths;

• Reduced unnecessary medical injections by 
promoting safe practices;

• Trained doctors in the Region to treat hepatitis 
effectively;

• Conducted field assessments to better 
understand the hepatitis burden in worst-affected 
countries;

• Helped national governments plan public 
investment to increase affordability and access to 
treatment;

• Created WHO’s first Regional Action Plan with 
time-bound goals and targets.

Hepatitis is preventable and treatable, and no one should 
be suffering or dying from it. We are grateful for your 
continued support in helping us fight hepatitis and save 
lives. We have made great progress, but there is still so 
much more to do. 

Together we can beat hepatitis.

Dr Shin Young-soo 
Regional Director 

WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
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Deepen our understanding of hepatitis  
and health system gaps in the worst-
affected countries.

Map the spread of hepatitis epidemics 
and build monitoring capacity. 

Demonstrate that action saves lives and is 
cheaper than no action. 

Support countries in developing national 
action plans, building on the national success 
of hepatitis B immunization.

Improve access to effective hepatitis 
treatment by the phased upscaling of 
programmes.

WHO has identified five important steps to save more lives 
from hepatitis and liver cancer in the Western Pacific Region.


