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spaceship earth 
WHO's Seventh Report on the World Health Situation is the most 
ambitious attempt ever made to 11 check the pulse 11 of the entire globe 
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Countries with safe water coverage, by WHO region 

Urban/Rural 

Urban -, 
Q Coverage of 40% or more 

• Coverage of 80% or more 

• 

Africa Americas South-East Asia Europe* Eastern Western Pacific 
* No urban/rural breakgown given· Mediterranean 

~ 
o fewer than 146 out of 166 
member states - virtually 90 per 
cent-responded to WHO's request 

for country reports evaluating each 
nation's health. This wholehearted 
response amounts to an "information 
revolution," and underlines the import
ance that the countries attach to 
monitoring and evaluating progress 
towards Health for all by the year 2000. 

Compiled as WHO's Seventh Report on 
the World Health Situation. this infor
mation will form a vital base-line as
sessment of the advance made-or the 
ground lost-in the coming years . WHO 

has taken the first. tentative step to
wards taking the temperature and 
checking the pulse of the planet. 

On these pages we illustrate just a 
few of the region-by-region findings of 
the report in the context of Primary 
Health Care-the approach chosen by 
the countries themselves to ensure the 
attainment by all citizens of the world 
by the year 2000 of a level of health that 
will permit them to lead a socially and 
economically productive life. In other 
words-Health for all. • 

Above : Safe water supplies; the emptier 
the bottle, the more remains to be done. 

Left: Health education in Latin America; an 
essential prerequisite of better health is an 
informed public. 
Photos WHO/M . Jacot and WHO/PAHO 
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Population age distribution 
(by WHO regions 1985} 
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Child dependency ratio: 
Number of 0-14 year 
olds per 100 persons of 
working age ( 1 5-04) 
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Top: Mother and child care in Africa and in 
South-East Asia keeps infant mortality low. 

Left : Age distribution affects overall health 
status; 81 out of 144 countries have a life 
expectancy of 60 years or more. 

Below: Immunization saves young lives, as 
here in the Western Pacific. 
W HO photos by P. Pittet. T. Farkas and Zafa r 

Immunization coverage of infants 
by number of countries 
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