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Surveillance summary in the Western Pacific Region 

This surveillance summary includes information from countries and areas where transmission of Hand, 
Foot, and Mouth disease (HFMD) occurs and case counts are routinely reported. 

Northern Hemisphere 

China 

As of 31 December 2015, a total of 2,014,999 cases of HFMD were reported including 124 deaths in China 
for 2015. From 1 to 31 December, 116,239 cases were reported, less than what was reported in the 
previous month (n= 130,829). The number of HFMD cases reported monthly in 2015 is following the 
seasonal pattern displayed in 2012, 2013 and 2014 (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1: HFMD cases reported monthly 2012-2015, 
National Health and Family Planning Commission, China 

 
Japan 

As of 5 January 2016, there have been 381,581 HFMD cases reported in 2015. Weekly case numbers 
peaked in the middle of the year, following seasonal patterns and since then has decreased (Figure 2). 
During week 52 2015, there were 347 cases reported. This is lower than the previous week, week 51 
(n=396).  

 

      Figure 2: HFMD cases reported weekly by sentinel sites 2010-2015, National Institute of Infectious Diseases, Japan 
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Countries/regions in the tropical zone 

Hong Kong SAR (China) 

As of 26 December 2015, a total of 884 hospital admissions of HFMD have been reported in 2015 from 
sentinel sites, approximately 146% higher  than  compared to 2014 (n=359), for the same reporting 
period. From 20 to 26 December 2015, there were 15 cases of hospital admissions from sentinel sites, 
higher than the number of cases seen in the same reporting period for each of the last three years  
(2012-2014) (Figure 3).  In the previous several weeks, the number of hospital admissions of HFMD did 
not follow the general trend and was higher than that seen in each of the last three years (2012-2014) 
(Figure 3).  

 

 
 

Figure 3: HFMD cases admitted to hospital reported weekly by sentinel sites 2012-2015,  
Hong Kong Center for Health Protection, China 

 

Macau SAR (China)  

As of 31 December 2015, 3,299 cases of HFMD have been reported in Macau SAR for 2015. Case numbers 
in 2015 peaked in November, however was not as substantial as was observed in 2014 (Figure 4). For 
week 52, 40 cases were reported, similar to the number of cases reported in the same week for 2012 and 
2014 but higher than 2013.  

 

 

Figure 4: HFMD cases reported weekly 2012-2016, 
Macau Center for Disease Control and Prevention, China 
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Singapore 

A total of 28,216 cases of HFMD have been reported in Singapore for 2015 ( data up to week 52 ending 2 
January 2016), 29% higher than the number of cases reported in 2014 (n=21,797) for the same reporting 
period. From 27 December 2015 to 2 January 2016, there were 370 cases of HFMD reported, which was 
lower than number of reported cases in the previous week (n=432) (Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5: HFMD cases reported per week 2012-2015, Ministry of Health, Singapore 

 
Viet Nam  
As of 27 December 2015, there were 59,280 cases of HFMD reported in Viet Nam including 5 deaths in 62 
of the 63 provinces for 2015. Compared with the same period in 2014, the cumulative number of 
reported cases is 26.4% lower (n=80,685). From 21 to 27 December 2015, there were 795 cases with no 
deaths reported. Approximately 87.8% of the cases reported in this week are from the Southern region. 
There has been a 31.9% decrease in weekly case numbers compared with the previous week (n=1,168). 
During September, a substantial increase in weekly case numbers was reported, plateauing in October 
and declining overall to the current week.  

 
 

Figure 6: HFMD cases and deaths reported per week 2014-2015, the General Department of Preventive Medicine, 
Ministry of Health, Viet Nam 


