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sUmmARY

The Third Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health was hosted 
by the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health Organization, with support from 
the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific, at the Nation-
al Diet in Tokyo from 24 to 25 August 2017. A total of 58 parliamentarians from 22 countries 
attended the meeting.  

The theme of the meeting was the role of parliamentarians in addressing noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs) and healthy ageing. The programme covered three technical sessions: 

1. Achieving health in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

2. Health politics: the role of parliamentarians in leading multisectoral engagement to address 
the challenges of NCDs and ageing 

3. Health diplomacy: the role of parliamentarians in leading international collaboration to ad-
dress the challenges of NCDs and ageing.

The programme also included site visits in Kashiwa City to illustrate age-friendly environ-
ments.  

The participants learned about Japan’s experiences, both successes and failures, to address a 
super-ageing society through multisectoral strategies and recent efforts towards a more sus-
tainable system.

The meeting met its objectives to accelerate progress towards achieving health in the SDGs by 
learning from sharing country experiences in multisectoral action and international collabora-
tion to address NCDs and ageing , and to strengthen the sustainability and scope of the Forum.

The participants welcomed the establishment of the Japan Parliamentarian League for the 
World Health Organization and affirmed their collective commitment to the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development to promote and protect the health and well-being of all people, leav-
ing no one behind. They recognized that advancing health under the SDG agenda demands 
multisectoral action at local, national, regional and global levels to engage sectors beyond 
health, and called for international cooperation among countries, partners, donors and inter-
governmental agencies. They noted that the Asia-Pacific region is particularly susceptible to 
conditions with wide-ranging implications for health and the SDGs, including NCDs and age-
ing, and highlighted the importance of promoting healthy life expectancy, including through 
measures for the prevention of frailty. They emphasized the need for a paradigm shift that 
employs a whole-of-system, whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. They ap-
preciated the universal applicability of the SDGs to all countries and confirmed that universal 
health coverage represents an effective and equitable platform for achieving the health-related 
SDGs and the SDGs overall. They accepted the fundamental leadership role that parliamentar-
ians are uniquely positioned to play in governance for health and health promotion at the local, 
national, regional and global levels.
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The participants were urged: to raise awareness of, advocate and champion the SDGs across 
governments; to enact legislations that prioritize NCDs and ageing; to approve budgets and 
mobilize sustainable resources for NCDs and ageing; to provide oversight and monitoring im-
plementation of multisectoral actions; to foster participation of constituencies at the national 
and local levels; to engage in international partnerships; and to establish or designate a body 
within Parliament to strengthen engagement with and the sustainability of the Forum.

The participants requested the WHO Regional Office to facilitate ongoing engagement be-
tween the Forum members and coordinate with the Executive Committee of the Forum to or-
ganize the Fourth Meeting. Furthermore, WHO would continue supporting Member States to 
advance action to address NCDs and ageing, including through the development of evidence-
based common measurements and standards, and facilitating easy access to data, particularly 
for the Pacific.

The Articles of Association of the Forum were amended to establish an Executive Committee. 
Japan was elected to designate a suitable parliamentarian to represent the office of President 
and, as chair of the Third Meeting, was also appointed ex officio as a Vice-President of the 
Forum.

The parliament of the Republic of the Philippines expressed interest to host the Fourth Meet-
ing of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health in 2018 and the parliament of 
the Republic of Fiji to host the Fifth Meeting in 2019.
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1.1
meeTiNg  
oRgANizATioN

1. iNTRoDUCTioN

The Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health is a platform for parliamentarians 
to exchange ideas, build political will, strengthen capacities and foster collaboration in driv-
ing sustainable action for health. Established in 2015 with technical support from the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific and other partners, the 
Forum is open to the 30 countries comprising the Member States of the WHO Western Pacific 
Region and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

As emphasized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, parliamentarians have an 
essential role to play in advancing health through: enacting legislation, approving budgets and 
mobilizing resources, providing oversight to ensure government accountability and transpar-
ency, ensuring national implementation of global commitments, and fostering political con-
stituencies for health.

Strategically positioned to help align global health mandates with regional and domestic prior-
ities and to facilitate national implementation of international health commitments, the Forum 
is an important part of the Regional Office’s assistance to Member States in taking a whole-
of-government approach to enhance the rule of law in health governance and expand the role 
of law in health policy.  

 

The Third Meeting of the Fo-
rum was hosted by the Japan 
Parliamentarian League for 
the World Health Organization 
(JPLW), with support from the 
WHO Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific, at the Nation-
al Diet in Tokyo from 24 to 25 
August 2017. 

The meeting was attended by 
58 parliamentarians from 22 
countries: Australia, Cambodia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Repub-
lic, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nau-
ru, Palau, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, Tuvalu,  
Vanuatu and Viet Nam. 

The list of participants is available in Annex 1 and the meeting programme in Annex 2. 
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The objectives of the meeting were:

1. to review country progress since the Second Meeting towards achieving health in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development;

2. to share country experiences in multisectoral action to address noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs) and ageing, with emphasis on the leadership role of parliamentarians in managing 
stakeholders in the context health politics;

3. to share country experiences in international collaboration and health diplomacy to address 
NCDs and ageing, with emphasis on the leadership role of parliamentarians in ensuring 
national implementation of global health commitments; and 

4. to discuss next steps for the Forum. 

1.2
meeTiNg  
obJeCTives
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2.1 
oPeNiNg  
CeRemoNY

2. PRoCeeDiNgs

The Honourable Norihisa Tamu-
ra, President of the Japan Parlia-
mentarian League for the World 
Health Organization, opened the 
meeting. He reconfirmed the 
importance of close collabora-
tion between parliamentarians 
alongside governments to pro-
mote health in the world. He in-
troduced Japan as a front runner 
of a “super-ageing” society and 
described how the country has 

been addressing the health needs of ageing populations through trial and error. He emphasized 
the importance of sharing experiences, both successes and failures, in order to avoid repeating 
Japan’s previous adversities. He hoped the site visit to Kashiwa City will present comprehensive 
community-based care as a potential solution for the ageing society. 

In his welcome address, the Honourable Katsuno-
bu Kato, Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, 
expressed his gratitude to the Korean Parliamen-
tarian Forum on Global Health for its initiatives 
to establish the Asia-Pacific Forum. He highlight-
ed how health care must be addressed in a global 
context since the establishment of a better health-
care system contributes to the economic growth 
and political stability not only of particular coun-
tries, but also of the entire region. He also touched 
upon the importance of universal health coverage 
(UHC) for stable development of society. 
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Dr Yoshitake Yokokura, President of the Japan 
Medical Association, also delivered welcome re-
marks. He affirmed the reinforcement of global 
risk management and the enhancement of a global 
health framework as major topics of recent global 
forums on health. As President-elect of the World 
Medical Association, he declared to continue ef-
forts to both achieve UHC and improve health 
standards for people worldwide, in collabora-
tion with international organizations such as the 
United Nations and WHO. He also underlined the 
importance of NCD prevention and the enhance-
ment of health programmes in order to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for 
the Western Pacific, congratulated the Forum 
for having the greatest number of participating 
countries and members of parliament among its 
annual meetings thus far. He noted that multisec-
toral actions at national, regional and global levels 
are essential for health promotion, since most de-
terminants of health and risk factors are outside 
the jurisdiction of health ministries. He firmly be-
lieved that parliamentarians play a primary role in 
responding to today’s health challenges by engag-
ing with all sectors of society to generate an effec-

tive response. To realize whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches, he expects 
the Forum to play an increasingly important role in global health.

The speeches delivered are available in Annex 3
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ACHieviNg HeAlTH  
iN THe 2030 AgeNDA  
FoR sUsTAiNAble  
DeveloPmeNT

Keynote: 

Asia Human Well-Being Initiative:  
the role of parliamentarians in achieving health in the SDGs

The Honourable Keizo Takemi, Member of the House 
of Councillors, National Diet, described trends and fu-
ture prospects of demographic changes in the WHO 
Western Pacific Region. Population ageing has advanced 
rapidly in the Asia-Pacific region and the proportion of 
the population aged over 65 is projected to treble from 
7% (300 million) to 18% (900 million) by 2050. The 
high proportion of the population over 60 years old liv-
ing independently, alone or with a spouse, indicates the 
social isolation of the elderly. 

He emphasized three interrelated impacts of ageing as 
seen in the Japanese context: growing dangers of NCDs, senior poverty, and shortage of care 
workers. Population ageing increases the risk of NCDs, which lead to the loss of independ-
ence in the daily activities of older people, causing senior poverty as well as increased support 
needs. Health policies that address ageing must respect older people’s own will – of how they 
wish to live and end their life. He affirmed that reducing the gap between total and healthy 
life expectancy is a common objective when formulating health policy in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Promoting healthy life expectancy through prevention of frailty could lessen the risk of 
senior poverty. On a national level, governments may consider establishing a comprehensive 
community-based care system to prevent the risk of frailty and reduce medical expenses. The 
system will also contribute to job creation for the elderly population in the community. 

He highlighted how the rising demand of long-term care for older people gives rise to the 
shortage of care workers. Despite the urgent need for care workers, there is no global stand-
ardization or harmonization in the health-care workforce. Considering the important support 
role of care workers in elderly rehabilitation, parliamentarians are responsible for encouraging 
their governments to develop policies aimed to establish global labour markets of care workers. 
This will contribute to allocating health-care personnel effectively according to country needs 
and prevent brain drain. 

2.2 
sessioN  1 
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He warned that countries are at different stages of population ageing and that those facing 
issues of ageing in the near future will have less time for social and economic adjustment. He 
noted that parliamentarians in the Asia-Pacific region should support older people’s desire to 
live longer in happiness by enacting legislative reforms that address NCDs and ageing under a 
national health agenda also incorporating UHC. As important is for parliamentarians to moni-
tor and review the process of implementing health legislation. In addition, raising awareness to 
promote self-help is fundamental to address NCDs and ageing. 

His presentation concluded with the importance of UHC as a key cross-sectoral framework to 
achieve the SDGs. He urged parliamentarians to secure effective implementation of UHC by 
approving budgets and mobilizing sustainable resources for NCDs and ageing. Parliamentar-
ians must also conceive of ways to provide access to appropriate health care for people in geo-
graphically disadvantaged regions. 

Technical presentation: : 

Healthy communities as a platform  
for universal health coverage

Professor Tetsuo Tsuji, Project Professor at the 
Institute of Gerontology, University of Tokyo 
(former Vice-Minister of Health, Labour and Wel-
fare), noted the importance of promoting healthy 
life expectancy, including through measures that 
prevent lifestyle-related illnesses and frailty. He 
introduced Japan as the most advanced super-age-
ing society, which urgently requires a sustainable 
social welfare system. 

He affirmed that academic study is essential to 
come up with a creative solution. Research has re-

vealed decreased social participation among older people triggers frailty, followed by a decline 
in oral function and physical activity. Researchers have used these results to build an age-
friendly community-based welfare system. Starting with the comprehensive community care 
reform in 2011, Japan is shifting from institutional care to home care. He emphasized that mu-
nicipal governments must take initiatives in coordinating and leading the shift to community-
based care. Public funding must be mobilized in order for the younger generation to manage a 
balance between work and nursing care for older people.
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Comments from parliamentarians: 

Australia, Philippines, Thailand 

Moderated by Professor Gabriel M. Leung, Dean, Li Ka 
Shing Faculty of Medicine, University of Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong SAR (China)

Parliamentarians shared their thoughts on the Japanese experience, while sharing their own 
country experiences and context in achieving SDG3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages.

Parliamentarians are reluctant to take risks for fear of backlash from their constituency; how-
ever, mistakes help to understand how to achieve success. Even if governments make mistakes 
in pursuing UHC, communities will gain valuable insights from them. 

Countries need to learn from the experience of others, 
but also must examine if they are applicable to their 
own social, cultural, political and economic circum-
stances (e.g. difference in family structure may impact 
health policies that address ageing issues). 

Parliamentarians have a responsibility to combat 
NCDs by passing health legislations (e.g. Republic Act 
No. 10351 of the Philippines for restructuring the ex-
cise tax on alcohol and tobacco products), increasing 
the health budget, and monitoring the implementation 
of health policy.
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HeAlTH PoliTiCs – leADiNg 
mUlTiseCToRAl  
eNgAgemeNT To ADDRess 
NCDs AND AgeiNg

Technical presentation: 

Health in the SDG era – challenges and opportunities

Dr Vivian Lin, Director of Health Systems, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
described the challenges and opportunities for parliamentarians to lead health governance 
through whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches in the SDG era, with an em-
phasis on managing multiple stakeholders through health politics at local, national and global 
levels. She noted that good health policy formulation requires management of multiple stake-
holders. To foster age-friendly environments through action across sectors, Action Pillar 1 of 
the Regional Framework for Action on Ageing and Health in the Western Pacific (2014–2019) 
calls for a whole-of-government, whole-of-society approach. She emphasized that developing 
global and national health strategies requires a good understanding of how other sectors func-
tion and how community organizations become involved. 

She shared an analysis of the multidimensional roles of parliamentarians in health politics at 
the global and national level. 

On a global level, countries in the Asia-Pacific region have transnational issues, including age-
ing and NCDs. Vital international partnerships, exemplified by the United Nations High-level 
Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), enhance alignment between internation-
al commitments and national priorities for health and the SDGs. Developing evidence-based 
common measurements and standards for NCDs and ageing is also expected. Recognizing the 

2.3 
sessioN  2 
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growing importance of health, governments are negotiating an international legal instrument 
to protect the rights and dignity of the elderly.

On a national level, parliamentarians need to work across sectors and with the community. In 
order to build good health systems, they are obligated to negotiate for competing priorities 
across sectors, competing interests across communities/stakeholders, and competing ideolo-
gies in the role of the government. Exemplary models include strong collaboration between 
the health sector and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), national committees on NCDs 
with members from the business community, and advocacy programmes for food security in 
collaboration with the ministries of education and agriculture. The role of parliamentarians 
involves championing the health agenda across governments to mainstream the achievement 
of SDGs into national plans through legislations that enable action, and allocating the budget 
to deliver services and oversee implementation so that no constituency is left behind. 

Dr Lin added that international partnerships also depend on the leadership of parliamentar-
ians. When formulating health policy, parliamentarians must keep in mind that people have 
conflicting ideas based on their values and personalities, so political rationality and community 
views may take precedence over scientific evidence. UHC starts with communities and their 
health concerns. A good health system will bring health and other services together and will 
address community hazards and risks. The efforts of local parliamentarians who address the 
actual issues within the community using coherent approaches will determine if the SDGs 
are achieved. With the SDGs, both local and national commitment is vital, regardless of the 
country’s income level. Health policy-making is not always straightforward as it involves com-
promise. It takes political will to link the policy issues with appropriate solutions. 

She affirmed that WHO can provide support through policy dialogue to pinpoint what works 
in certain regions, and to help build capacity across countries by providing scientific evidence, 
normative standards and technical assistance.
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Parliamentarian panel: 

Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States  
of Micronesia, Tonga, Viet Nam

Moderated by Professor Gabriel M. Leung

Parliamentarians shared country experiences 
on multisectoral actions to address NCDs and 
ageing. 

Strong collaboration between the ministry of 
health and NGOs is key to tackle the growing 
demand for elderly care, whole-of-society gov-
ernance are expected to pass policy for a whole-
of-society governance approach. 

School curriculum reform, in collaboration with the ministries of education and agriculture, 
can enhance advocacy for NCDs. The Pacific island countries and areas, with support from 
United Nations agencies, make the most use of their geographic environment where fresh fruits 
and vegetables are available year-round to address nutrition issues.

In order to promote a multisectoral action plan, parliamentarians can set up a National NCD 
Committee with membership consisting of representatives from the health, education, fishery, 
agriculture and internal affairs ministries as well as community leaders who play a crucial role 
in the local activities for NCDs.
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HeAlTH DiPlomACY –  
leADiNg iNTeRNATioNAl  
CollAboRATioN To ADDRess 
NCDs AND AgeiNg

Technical presentation: 

Global health – shaping international commitments 
to drive national action

 
Dr Takeshi Kasai, Director of Programme Management, WHO Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific, highlighted the challenges and opportunities for parliamentarians to lead health govern-
ance through health diplomacy both to align the development of global mandates with domestic 
needs and priorities, and to ensure national implementation of international commitments.

He noted that global health no longer covers only conventional health security threats, but also 
health conditions and risks that transcend national boundaries such as harmful and illegal prod-
ucts, environmental risks, human resources, and medical technology. The field of global health 
encompasses more than just health; thus, this should be discussed at global forums, not just 
within the field of health. The global approach for health has shifted from international health 
to global health under globalization. International health, by nature, is unilateral, since it fo-
cuses on developing countries and support provided from developed to developing countries. 
Global health, on the other hand, is multisectoral and multidisciplinary, since it involves all 
nations. Within the dynamic process of health diplomacy, national policies may affect global 
health. Countries can contribute to others by sharing their experiences, which can be assets to 
global health. 

2.4
sessioN  3 
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He explained that health diplomacy is embodied in the International Health Regulations, or 
IHR (2005), the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and NCD control. 

On global health, he emphasized that it requires implementation at national levels. He suggest-
ed that convergence of regulatory and human resources brings about efficiency gains and that 
country experiences transform into knowledge capital. Global health connects the local with 
national and global levels; it is a dynamic process which requires multiple layers of govern-
ance. The difference between international health and global health is similar to that between 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
MDGs had focused on the developing countries, while the SDGs include all countries, where 
each regardless of development status is expected to take actions. As governance exists at the 
national level, global health governance is also necessary. Actions are unique to individual 
countries as they are tailored within the local context. However, concerted actions to improve 
human resources and regulatory mechanisms could increase efficiency and effectiveness world-
wide, if these can be converted from national to international contexts, or vice versa. 

He explained that NCDs and communicable diseases are treated the same because a substantial 
number of NCDs start from an infectious disease. NCDs are slow-moving disasters, but life-
style changes in countries across the world are rapidly increasing the risks of NCDs. Scientific 
research suggests that such behavioural changes are influenced by neighbouring countries, so 
in a sense it could be said that NCDs are also communicable. For example, the WHO FCTC 
mechanism monitors new developments such as vapour and e-cigarette. Based on country re-
ports at the global conference, governments can develop a unified mechanism to tackle emerg-
ing tobacco-related technology. It is unlikely that they will identify a single best mechanism 
for tobacco control as the accumulated effects from different types of mechanisms contribute 
to behavioural change. 

Parliamentarian panel: 

Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Republic of Korea,  
Samoa, Solomon Islands

Moderated by Professor Gabriel Leung
Parliamentarians shared examples of international collaboration to address NCDs and ageing.

The Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, which was established as a plat-
form to exchange ideas on health issues among members of parliament, contributes to promote 
interactions between national and global levels. 

The outbreak of infectious diseases is a reminder that health security and health systems are 
both sides of the same coin. Without a functional health system, no good responses can be 
expected.
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It is important to recognize that the debate surrounding individual rights in tobacco control 
policy is not unique to a specific country, but something every country experiences. All coun-
tries also face tobacco industry interference. Tobacco control at the national level through taxa-
tion and graphic health warnings on the packaging of tobacco products is an essential basis for 
health diplomacy. Strengthening the implementation of the WHO FCTC in all countries is a 
national responsibility. 
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NexT sTePs FoR  
THe AsiA-PACiFiC  
PARliAmeNTARiAN FoRUm 
oN globAl HeAlTH  
(PART 1)

The participants discussed the draft Tokyo Communiqué (outcome statement of the Third 
Meeting) and proposed amendments to the Forum’s Articles of Association (Annexes 4 and 5). 
Amendments to the Articles of Association aimed to strengthen the sustainability and flexibil-
ity of the Forum. Parliamentarians were requested to consider the documents for finalization 
during the second day of the meeting.

2.5 
sessioN 4
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KAsHiwA CiTY

Mr Hiroyasu Akiyama, Mayor of Kashiwa 
City, welcomed the participants and ex-
plained the background to Kashiwa City’s 
age-friendly policy development. He gave 
an introduction of their comprehensive community health-care system, which is undergoing a 
big transformation from providing hospital-based care to in-home care. The pioneering system 
is ahead of other local government initiatives and the role of the local government in fostering 
age-friendly environments has been critical in organizing a community-based health-care sys-
tem. He pointed out that since a system to promote home medical care was established in 2010 
the number of older people spending their final days at home instead of at the hospital increased 
from 100 to 240, among approximately 3000 elderly deaths in Kashiwa City every year. 

2.6
siTe visiT 
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sANCHiYA ResTAURANT – KAsHiwADe mARKeT PlACe

As part of the site visit, the participants were provided lunch at Sanchiya Restaurant, a vegetable 
buffet showcasing fresh meals prepared from locally sourced products to promote healthy diets 
and to support local agriculture and eco-friendly business practices. The restaurant is connected 
to Kashiwade Market Place, an open market where farmers bring in their vegetables, the same 
products sourced for the restaurant.

2.7
siTe visiT 
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2.8
siTe visiT 

ToYosHiKiDAi ComPlex

Technical presentation: 

Community networking  
for home medical care  
and role of city government 

Mr Syuichi Inarida, Director of Kashiwa City Commu-
nity Health Network Center, introduced Kashiwa City’s 
unique collaboration with the Institute of Gerontology 
at the University of Tokyo and the Urban Renaissance 
Agency to promote home medical care. The goal of their 
city planning is to design the whole community as a hospital. He strongly desired to develop a city 
where people can stay at home with adequate medical services until the end of life.  

Technical presentation: 

Home medical care 

Dr Kiyohi Kanae, President of Kashiwa Medical Association, explained the 
Association’s effort to promote home medical care, together with Kashiwa 
municipal government in 2010. Establishing a medical working group was a 
driving force to involve various professionals in strategic promotion of home 
medical care. For the medical working group to function, there needs to be a 
shift schedule for home doctors to provide 24/7 coverage. 

Technical presentation: 

Social participation of senior  
citizens: facilitating re-employment 

Ms Midori Yoshida, Kashiwa City Director for Welfare 
Policy, emphasized that older people after their retirement 
seek a purpose of living through community participation. 
Kashiwa City creates opportunities for them to work at el-
derly and child care facilities. For example, a kindergarten 
hires older people to serve as tutors for children, thus creating 
a good learning environment for the children and simultane-
ously building capacity among able-bodied older people to 
participate in community activities.
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Technical presentation: 

Extending healthy life expectancy through frailty prevention 
and health check-ups

Professor Katsuya Iijima, Vice Di-
rector of the Institute of Gerontol-
ogy, University of Tokyo, gave a 
presentation on an initiative fos-
tering age-friendly environments 
between Kashiwa City’s local gov-
ernment, the Institute of Gerontol-
ogy at the University of Tokyo and 
the Urban Renaissance Agency. 
This collaboration launched the 
so-called “Toyoshikidai project” 
whose main goal is promoting healthy life expectancy through frailty prevention. The objec-
tives of the research project are to develop a comprehensive community health-care system 
including long-term care and medical care and to promote the active social participation of 
senior citizens by creating re-employment opportunities. 

Parliamentarians conducted visits to various types of local and private facilities:

•	 Cocofump	Kashiwa	Toyoshikidai	(Cocofump)	provides	barrier-free	residences	with	round-
the-clock services for the elderly. The collaboration with Cocofump and various welfare 
agents aims to build a user-oriented service, wherein residents of the rental housing can 
receive integrated services such as medical and long-term care, all of which depend on what 
the service user chooses. 

•	 Kashiwa	Kohitsuji-en	(Kohitsuji-en)	is	a	unit-type	authorized	intensive	care	home	that	pre-
serves its residents’ dignity and privacy. Senior citizens work part-time, helping care workers 
with chores such as cooking and cleaning, as part of the facility’s promotion of active social 
participation of the elderly. 

•	 Kurumi	kindergarten	facilitates	re-employment	of	senior	citizens	in	support	of	healthy	
ageing. 

Kohitsuji-en and Cocofump are similar in appearance but largely different in terms of eligibility, 
type of services and insurance coverage. First, with regard to the eligibility criteria, Kohitsuji-en 
accepts people over 65 years in need of constant care not eligible for hospitalization, but restricts 
in-facility services to individuals with care level 3 or higher in principle (level 5 is the highest 
level of need for long-term care and level 1 the lowest). In contrast, Cocofump is open to eve-
rybody over 60 years without having to show any care need certification from the municipal 
government. Second, Kohitsuji-en is focused on long-term care services based on the Act on 
Social Welfare for the Elderly (Act No. 133 of 1963, Article 20-5), while Cocofump offers rental 
housing with various services including medical, welfare and long-term care in general. 
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Last, long-term care insurance covers all services offered by Kohitsuji-en, which is publicly 
funded, whereas the operations of Cocofump are privately funded. Thus, service users pay out 
of pocket for most services. All the facilities visited are part of the social welfare system in Japan. 
As a result of the rapid population ageing in the 1980s, older patients tend to stay at the hospital 
even after they no longer need medical treatment (social hospitalization). In order to cope with 
this trend, the government shifted from hospital-based care to community-based care.
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ReFleCTioN oN siTe visiT

Comments from parliamentarians: 

Lao People’s Democratic  
Republic, Nauru, Palau

Moderated by Dr Hiroki Nakatani, Professor for Global Initiatives, 
Global Research Institute, Keio University, Tokyo, Japan

Parliamentarians reflected on the Kashiwa experience by sharing examples from their own 
countries in the plenary.

The lessons learnt from Kashiwa City were: a comprehensive community-based care system 
with cross-sector social partnerships, particularly between the private and the public sector; 
promotion of healthy ageing through frailty prevention; and health advocacy for the elderly. It 
is worthwhile to examine if they are applicable to each country’s circumstances. Parliamentar-
ians should implement those policies that the community is supportive of. Medical information 
and payment invoice at hospitals can help identify high-risk populations of NCDs and render 
priority preventive measures for them. 

Pacific island countries and areas requested the international health community, especially 
WHO, to undertake a special study on NCDs and come up with programmatic solutions to 
combat NCDs. 

2.9
sessioN 5 
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NexT sTePs FoR THe AsiA-
PACiFiC PARliAmeNTARiAN 
FoRUm oN globAl HeAlTH 
(PART 2)

The Tokyo Communiqué was adopted as the outcome statement for the meeting.

The participants adopted the following amendments to the Forum’s Articles of Association: 

•	 Change	from	Bureau	(Chair,	Chair-Elect,	Vice-Chair)	to	Executive	Committee	(President,	
two Vice-Presidents)

•	 President:	 country	 to	be	elected	by	 the	 assembly	 for	 a	 four-year	 term;	 the	 country	will	
then appoint a suitable parliamentarian to serve; in case the appointed parliamentarian is no 
longer able to serve, the country will designate another suitable parliamentarian.

•	 Vice-President:	country	to	assume	the	office	ex	officio	as	host	country	of	the	previous	as-
sembly meeting

•	 Vice-President:	country	to	assume	the	office	ex	officio	as	host	country	of	the	next	assembly	
meeting

•	 Expansion	of	the	Forum’s	scope	to	include	ad	hoc	meetings	and	other	activities.	

2.10
sessioN 6 
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Japan was elected as President and will appoint a suitable parliamentarian to represent the office. 
As chair of the (previous) Third Meeting, Japan also assumes the role of Vice-President of the 
Forum.

Parliamentarians shared their ideas on ways forward for the Forum, including possible venues 
for future annual meetings. The Philippines expressed interest in hosting the Fourth Meeting 
of the Forum in 2018 and Fiji the Fifth Meeting in 2019. WHO offered the facilities of the 
Regional Office for the Western Pacific in Manila as a contingency venue for a future meeting. 
The participants requested for the roles and responsibilities of host countries to be clarified and 
agreed that developing a sustainable funding mechanism is necessary to guarantee the long-term 
success of the Forum.
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3.1
CoNClUsioNs

The participants acknowledged to have learned about Japan’s experiences, both successes and 
failures, to address a super-ageing society through multisectoral strategies, and recent efforts 
towards a more sustainable system:

•	 from	institution to community, including social engagement;

•	 from	cure	to	care,	including	prevention	of	physical,	mental	and	social	frailty;	and

•	 from	government	to	multistakeholder	participation,	including	for	financing	and	governance.

The participants agreed that the meeting met its objectives:
1. to accelerate progress towards achieving health in the SDGs by learning from sharing coun-

try experiences in multisectoral action and international collaboration to address noncom-
municable diseases and ageing, with emphasis on the leadership role of parliamentarians in 
governance for health through strengthening health politics at local and national levels and 
health diplomacy at regional and global levels; and

2. to strengthen the sustainability and scope of the Forum by enhancing the Forum’s govern-
ance structure and broadening the Forum’s range of activities.

The participants expressed their appreciation to:
1. The Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health Organization for chairing the 

Third Meeting; 

2. The City of Kashiwa for allowing the participants to observe the implementation of local 
governance for health through healthy community development; and

3. The World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific for providing sup-
port to the Third Meeting and supporting Member States towards achieving health in the 
SDGs.

In conclusion, the participants:
1. Welcomed the establishment of the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health 

Organization as Japan’s national committee for engagement with the Forum;

2. Affirmed their collective commitment to promote and protect the health and well-being of 
all people, while leaving no one behind, through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment;

3. CoNClUsioNs & ReCommeNDATioNs
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3. Recognized that advancing health under the SDG agenda demands multisectoral action at 
local, national, regional and global levels to engage sectors beyond health, including educa-
tion, trade, industry, finance, environment, agriculture, labour, housing and social affairs;

4. Called for international cooperation among countries, partners, donors and intergovern-
mental agencies, including WHO, as essential to promote synergies for advancing health 
through the SDGs at the regional and global levels;

5. Noted with alarm that the Asia-Pacific region is particularly susceptible to conditions with 
wide-ranging implications for health and the SDGs, including NCDs and ageing; 

6. Highlighted the importance of promoting healthy life expectancy, including through meas-
ures for the prevention of frailty;

7. Emphasized the need for a paradigm shift that employs a whole-of-system, whole-of-govern-
ment, and whole-of-society approach to break silos and embrace all relevant stakeholders;

8. Appreciated the universal applicability of the SDGs to all countries, while mindful that var-
ying national contexts necessitate tailored implementation strategies for each country;

9. Confirmed that universal health coverage represents an effective and equitable platform for 
achieving the health-related SDGs and the SDGs overall; and

10. Accepted with profound honour and humility the fundamental leadership role that parlia-
mentarians are uniquely positioned to play in governance for health and health promotion at 
the local, national, regional and global levels.

The participants were urged: 
1. To accelerate the mainstreaming of polices for NCDs and ageing into national health plans 

by raising awareness of, advocating for and championing the SDG agenda across govern-
ments;

2. To strengthen the rule of law towards achieving the SDGs by enacting legislations that 
prioritize agendas to address NCDs and ageing, while maintaining policy coherence across 
sectors;

3. To secure the effective implementation of universal health coverage for SDGs by approving 
budgets and mobilizing sustainable resources for NCDs and ageing;

4. To promote transparency and accountability of governments by providing oversight and 
monitoring implementation of multisectoral actions to address NCDs and ageing under the 
SDG agenda; 

5. To ensure that no one is left behind in the implementation of the SDGs by fostering partici-
pation of constituencies at the national and local levels when addressing NCDs and ageing;

3.2 
ReCommeNDATioNs
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6. To enhance alignment between global and regional commitments and national priorities for 
the SDGs by engaging in international partnerships to address NCDs and ageing; and

7. To establish or designate a body within Parliament to strengthen engagement with and 
sustainability of the Forum.

The participants requested WHO: 
1. to continue supporting the Forum by facilitating ongoing engagement between the Mem-

bers and, in coordination with the Executive Committee, assisting to organize the fourth 
meeting, as well as follow-up activities on priority issues as identified during the Third 
Meeting; and

2. to continue supporting Member States to advance action to address NCDs and ageing, in-
cluding through the development of evidence-based common measurements and standards, 
and facilitating easy access to data, particularly for the Pacific.
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ANNexes

DELEGATIONS

AUsTRAliA

MP – Hon. Dean Smith, Senator, Joint Committee of Public Accounts 
and Audit, Chair of the Parliamentary Liaison Group for HIV/AIDS, 
Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible Infections,  
Parliament of Australia
48 Ventnor Avenue, West Perth WA, Australia 6005
Tel.: +61 8 9481 0349  /Email: senator.smith@aph.gov.au

KiNgDom oF CAmboDiA

MP – Hon. Am Sam Ath, Senator, Secretary of the Commission 
on Health, Social Affairs, Youth, Rehabilitation, Labors, Vocational 
Training, and Women Affairs, National Assembly of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia
Vimeanrath Chamcar Mon, Preah Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia
Tel.: +855 23 211 441  /Email: amsamath14@gmail.com

STAff – Hon. Som Savuth, Director of the Department of Information Technology, 
Secretariat General, Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia
Vimeanrath Chamcar Mon, Preah Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

annex 1 
lisT oF PARTiCiPANTs
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CooK islANDs

MP – Hon. Mona Ioane, Speaker, Former Minister for Education,  
Justice & Marine Resources, Chairman, Family Law Bill Select  
Committee, Chairman, Public Accounts, Chairman, Crimes Bill Select 
Committee, Parliament of Cook Islands 
Parliament House, PO Box 13, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Tel.: +682 26500  /Email: helen.maunga@cookislands.gov.ck

MP – Hon. Tetangi Matapo, Speaker, Member of the Family Law Bill 
Select Committee, Parliament of Cook Islands
Parliament House, PO Box 13, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Tel.: +682 26500  /Email: helen.maunga@cookislands.gov.ck

RePUbliC oF FiJi

MP – Hon. Jiko Fatafehi Luveni, Speaker, Speakers Chamber, 
Parliament of the Republic of Fiji
P.O. Box 2352, Government Building, Suva, Fiji
Tel.: +679 322 5601  / Email: jiko.luveni@parliament.gov.fj

MP – Hon. Rosy Sofia Akbar, Member, Parliament of the Republic 
of Fiji (Minister of Health & Medical Services)
Dinem House, 88 Amy Street, Toorak Government Buildings, Suva, 
Fiji
Tel.: +679 990 4475  /Email: rosy.akbar@govnet.gov.fj

MP – Hon. Anare Tuidraki Vadei, Member, Opposition Chamber,  
Parliament of the Republic of Fiji (Shadow Minister for Health & 
Medical Services)
P.O. Box 2352, Government Building, Suva, Fiji
Tel.: +679 996 2160  /Email: avadeisnr@gmail.com

STAff - Mr Sakiusa Rakai, Manager, Tables Unit, Parliament of the Republic of Fiji 
P.O. Box 2352, Government Building, Suva, Fiji
Tel.: +679 3225600  /Email: sakiusa.rakai@parliament.gov.fj
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JAPAN

MP – Hon. Norihisa Tamura, Member, House of Representatives, 
Chair of the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health 
Organization, National Diet (former Minister of Health, Labour  
and Welfare (2012-2014))
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Tomoko Abe, Member, Member of the Committee on 
Health, Labour and Welfare, Member of the Investigation of Nuclear 
Power Issues, House of Representatives, National Diet 
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan   

MP – Hon. Toshiko Abe, Member, Member of the Committee on 
Health, Labour and Welfare, Member of the Investigation of Nuclear 
Power Issues, House of Representatives, National Diet 
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan 

MP – Hon. Tsuneo Akaeda, Member, House of Representatives,  
National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP - Hon. Yoshitaka Sakurada, Member, House of Representatives, 
National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan
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MP – Hon. Naomi Tokashiki, Member, Member of the Committee on 
Health, Labour and Welfare, Member of the Investigation of Nuclear 
Power Issues, House of Representatives, National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Hiromi Mitsubayashi, Member, House of Representatives, 
National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Takashi Hanyuda, Member, Chair of the Committee on 
Health, Labour and Welfare, Member of the Committee on Oversight 
of Administration, House of Councillors, National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Mitsuko Ishii, Member, Committee on Environment, 
Committee on Audit, Special Committee on Reconstruction after the 
Great East Japan Earthquake, House of Councillors, National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Hanako Jimi, Member, Committee on Health, Welfare and 
Labour, Committee on Rules and Administration, Special Committee 
on Disasters, House of Councillors, National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan
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MP – Hon. Emiko Takagai, Member, Director of the Committee on 
Health, Welfare and Labour, Director of the Research Committee on 
Natural Resources and Energy, House of Councillors, National Diet
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

MP – Hon. Keizo Takemi, Member, Director of the Special Committee 
on Political Ethics and Election System, Member of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Defense, Committee on Oversight of 
Administration, House of Councillors, National Diet 
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

STAff – Mr Hikaru Izumiya, Chief of Staff, Office of the Honourable Keizo Takemi 
1-7-1 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan

RePUbliC oF KoReA

MP – Hon. Yang Seungjo, Member, President of the Korean 
Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, Chair of the Health and 
Welfare Committee, National Assembly of the Republic of Korea
1, Uisadang-daero, Yeongdeungpo-gu, 07233, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 788 2251  /Email: YSJ@assembly.go.kr

MP – Hon. Choi Doja, Member, Member of the Health and Welfare 
Committee, Member of the Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global 
Health, National Assembly of the Republic of Korea
1, Uisadang-daero, Yeongdeungpo-gu, 07233, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 788 2135  /Email: cdj523@daum.net

MP – Hon. Jun Hyesook, Member, Chair of the Special Committee on 
Social Welfare of the Minjoo Party of Korea, Member of the Health 
and Welfare Committee, National Assembly of the Republic of Korea
1, Uisadang-daero, Yeongdeungpo-gu, 07233, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 784 8340  /Email: jhsook7612@gmail.com
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MP – Hon. Jung Choun-sook, Member, Member of the Health and 
Welfare Committee, Member of the Korean Parliamentarian Forum  
on Global Health, National Assembly of the Republic of Korea
1, Uisadang-daero, Yeongdeungpo-gu, 07233, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 784 3740  /Email: hopejung@na.go.kr

MP – Hon. Kim Yong- Ik, former Member, Member of the Korean 
Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, former Deputy Chairperson 
of the Gender Equality and Family Committee, National Assembly of 
the Republic of Korea
103 Daehak-Ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea 03080
Tel.: +82 2 2072 3124  /Email: yikim5908@hanmail.net

STAff – Mr Son Jeong-woo, Chief of staff, Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health
1, Uisadang-daero, Yeongdeungpo-gu, 07233, Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 788 0493  /Email: eskra77@daum.net

Professor Lee Jong-koo, Director, JW LEE Centre for Global Medicine,  
Seoul National University – IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 740 8992  /Eamil: docmohw@snu.ac.kr

Professor Oh Juhwan, Professor of International Health Policy, JW LEE 
Centre for Global Medicine, Seoul National University
IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 740 8992  /Email: oh328@snu.ac.kr

Dr Nam You-Seon, Senior Researcher, JW LEE Centre for Global Medicine,  
Seoul National University – IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 740 8992  /Email: ysn2002@gmail.com

Ms Han Soojin, Research Associate, JW LEE Centre for Global 
Medicine, Seoul National University
IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, Republic of Korea – Tel.: +82 2 740 8992

Ms Park Saeun, Researcher, JW LEE Centre for Global Medicine, 
Seoul National University – IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, Republic of Korea
Tel.: +82 2 740 8992

Professor Kim So Yoon, Professor, Asian Institute for Bioethics and Health Law,  
Yonsei University – 134 Shinchon-Dong, Sedaemun-Gu, Seoul 120-752, Republic of Korea  
 Tel.: +82 2 2228 2531  /Email: syoonkim@yuhs.ac

Ms Kim Grace Sung-Hae, Researcher, Asian Institute for Bioethics and Health Law,  
Yonsei University – 134 Shinchon-Dong, Sedaemun-Gu, Seoul 120-752, Republic of Korea  
Tel.: +82 2 2228 2531
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lAo PeoPle’s DemoCRATiC RePUbliC 

MP – Hon. Dr Khamphet Manivong, Member, Member of the  
Committee of Social Culture Affair, National Assembly of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic 
N.A. Building, 1 That-Luang Square, P.O. Box 662, Vientiane,  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Tel.: +856 20 99 801 744 /Email: khamphetm@gmail.com

mAlAYsiA

MP – Hon. Datuk Zali Bin Mat Yasin, Member, Parliament of Malaysia
Parliament Building, 50680 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia
Tel.: +60 13 6132784 /Email: ybsenatorzmy@gmail.com

MP – Hon. Rahemah Binti Idris, Member, Head of Woman Division  
in Johr (Ager Hitam), Head of Woman Education in the Women’s 
Division in Johr, Parliament of Malaysia
Parliament Building, 50680 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia
Tel.: +60 127089774  /Email: rahemahidris@yahoo.com.my

STAff- Ms Nurul Shahira binti Rosland, Parliament of Malaysia
No 2, Jalan Yong Peng, 86100 Ayer Hitam, Batu Pahat, Johor Darul – Takzim, Malaysia
Tel.: +60 11 1001 8326  /Email: emailshahiraroslan@gmail.com

RePUbliC oF THe mARsHAll islANDs

MP – Hon. Kenneth Kedi, Speaker, Chair of the Public Accounts,  
Parliament of the Republic of Marshall Islands (Nitijela)
Nitijela of Marshall Islands, P.O. Box 24, Majuro, Marshall Islands 
96960 
Tel.: +692 625 8472  /Email: speaker@rmi-parliament.org

MP – Hon. Alvin Jacklick, Member, Chair of Health, Education and 
Social Affairs, Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Parliament 
of the Republic of Marshall Islands (Nitijela)
Nitijela of Marshall Islands, P.O. Box 24, Majuro, Marshall Islands 
96960
Tel.: +692 625 8678  /Email: senatorjacklick@ntamar.net
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FeDeRATeD sTATes oF miCRoNesiA

MP – Hon. Ferny Perman, Senator, State of Pohnpei, Chairman  
of Health & Social Affairs, Member of the Education Committee,  
Member of the Transportation & Communication Committee,  
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia
PO Box PS 3 Palikir, Pohnpei, FM 96941 
Tel.: +691 320 2324  /Email: fperman@mail.fm

MP – Hon. Joseph Urusemal, Senator, State of Yap, Chair of the  
Education Committee, Chair of the Yap Delegation, Congress  
of the Federated States of Micronesia
PO Box PS 3 Palikir, Pohnpei, FM 96941
Tel.: +691 320 2324  /Email: joeurusemal@congress.gov.fm

MP – Hon. Alik Alik, Senator, State of Kosrae, Member of the Health 
& Social Affairs Committee, Member of the Transportation &  
Communication Committee, Congress of the Federated States  
of Micronesia
P.O. Box PS 3 Palikir, Pohnpei, FM 96941 
Tel.: +691 320 2325  /Email: liwi@congress.gov.fm

STAff – Ms. Catherine Allen, Staff Attorney, Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia
P.O. Box PS 3 Paliki, Pohnpei, FM 96941 
Tel.: +691 320 2325  /Email: mscathmallen@gmail.com

moNgoliA

MP – Hon. Togtokhsuren DULAMDORJ, Member, Member of the 
State Structures Committee, Member of the Budget Affairs Committee, 
Parliament of Mongolia (State Great Hural)
State Palace-118, Sukhbaatar Square, Government Palace, Ulaanbaatar 
14201, Mongolia
Tel.: +976 51 262866  /Email: chinzorig@parliament.mn

MP – Hon. Chinzorig SODNOM, Member, Member of the Social 
Policy, Education, Culture and Science Committee, Parliament  
of Mongolia (State Great Hural)
State Palace-303, Sukhbaatar Square, Government Palace,  
Ulaanbaatar 14201, Mongolia
Tel.: +976 51 262866  /Email: chinzorig@parliament.mn
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RePUbliC oF THe UNioN oF mYANmAR

MP – Hon. Dr San Maung Maung, Member, Secretary of Health  
and Sport Development, House of Nationalities (Amyotha Hluttaw), 
Assembly of the Union
Yaza Htarni Road, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
Tel.: +976 538 5755

MP – Hon. Daw Khin Soe Soe Kyi, Member, Member of the Health 
and Sport Development Committee, House of Representatives (Pyithu 
Hluttaw), Assembly of the Union
Yaza Htarni Road, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
Tel.: +959 788 878959  /Email: drkhinsoesoeky2011@gmail.com

RePUbliC oF NAURU

MP – Hon. Jason Bingham Agir, Member, Chair of Privileges, Member 
of Subsidiary Legislation Committee, Member of Public Accounts 
Committee, Member Constitutional Review Committee, Parliament  
of Nauru, Parliament House, Yaren District, Republic of Nauru 
(Central Pacific)
Tel.: +674 557 3005  /Email: binghamagir@gmail.com

MP – Hon. Vodrick Detsiogo, Member, Chair of Subsidiary Legislation, 
Member of Public Accounts Committee, Member of Constitutional 
Review Committee, Parliament of Nauru
Parliament House, Yaren District, Republic of Nauru 
(Central Pacific)
Tel.: +674 557 3011  /Email: vodrick.dets@gmail.com
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RePUbliC oF PAlAU

MP – Hon. Stevenson Jakey Kuartei, Senator, Chair of Health and 
Education, Vice Chair of Foreign Affairs and State Matters, Member 
of the Tourism Development Committee, Palau National Congress 
(Olbiil Era Kelulau)
House of Delegates, P.O. Box 8, Koror, Palau, 96940
Tel.: +680 767 2455  /Email: senatehe@gmail.com

MP – Hon. Victoria Ngiratkakl-Kanai, Senator, Chair of Health, 
Social & Cultural Affairs, Member of the Banking, Insurance & 
Development, Community, Planning & Development Committee, 
Palau National Congress (Olbiil Era Kelulau) 
House of Delegates, P.O. Box 8, Koror, Palau, 96940
Tel.: +680 775 5770  /Email: vickynkanai@gmail.com

RePUbliC oF THe PHiliPPiNes

MP – Hon. JV Ejercito, Senator, Chair of Health and Demography, 
Chair of Urban Planning, Housing and Resettlement, Senate, 
Congress of the Philippines 
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, 
Diokno Blvd., Pasay City, Philippines
Tel.: +632 552 6748  / Email: jvejercito@me.com

MP – Hon. Dr Angelina Tan, Representative, Chair of Health, 
Vice Chair of Overseas Workers Affairs, House of Representatives, 
Congress of the Philippines
Rm. 516, Northwing Building, Constitution Hills 1126 Quezon City, 
Philippines
Tel.: +632 931 5360, +639 199 121001  / Email: cong_helentan@
yahoo.com; 

MP – Hon. Ron Salo, Representative, Vice Chair of Basic Education 
and Culture, Vice Chair of Rural Development, Member of Health 
Committee, Member of Sustainable Development Goals Committee, 
House of Representatives Congress of the Philippines
Rm RVM-411, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126 
Quezon City, Philippines
Tel.: +632 951 8965  / Email: rsalo354@yahoo.com
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STAff – Atty. Joanna Maries Narvaez, Chief Legislative Staff, 
Office of Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito, Senate of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, Diokno Blvd., 
Pasay City, Philippines
Tel.: +63 917 8301156  / Email: mariesnarvaez@gmail.com
STAff – Atty. Sheryl Vargas, Chief of Staff, Office of Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito, 
Senate of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, Diokno Blvd., 
Pasay City, Philippines
Tel.: +632 552 6748   / Email: yeyvargas@gmail.com

STAff – Atty. Sheryl Vargas, Chief of Staff, Office of Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito, 
Senate of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, Diokno Blvd., 
Pasay City, Philippines
Tel.: +632 552 6748   / Email: yeyvargas@gmail.com
STAff – Ms Ayn Rand Nepomuceno, Executive Assistant, 
Office of Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito, Senate of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, Diokno Blvd., 
Pasay City, Philippines
Tel.: +63 917 7978890  / Email: ayn_nepo@yahoo.com
STAff – Ms Princess Bambi Remigio, Staff, Office of Representative Angelina Tan, 
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm 516, Northwing Building, House of Representatives, 
Constitution Hills 1126 Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel.: +632 931 5360
STAff – Mr Cesar Pabuayon, Staff, Office of Representative Ron Salo, 
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm RVM –411, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126 Quezon City, 
Philippines
STAff – Ms Maylene Beltran, Director, Bureau of International Health Cooperation, 
Department of Health
Compound Building 3, Ground Floor, Rizal Avenue, Tayuman, Manila, Philippines
Tel.: +632 651 7800 local 1338  /Email: mbeltran.bihc@gmail.com
STAff – Dr Mario S Baquilod, Officer in Charge, Disease Prevention and Control 
Bureau, Department of Health
Department of Health, Building 14, Ground Floor, Rizal Avenue, Tayuman, Manila, 
Philippines – Tel.: +632 711 0380   /Email: dpcb.mbaquilod@gmail.com
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iNDePeNDeNT sTATe oF sAmoA

MP – Hon. Aumua Isaia Lameko, Member, Member of Samoa 
Parliament Advocacy Group on Healthy Living, Member of Social 
Sector Committee, Legislative Assembly of Samoa 
P.O. Box 1866, Apia, Samoa 
Tel.: +685 21812  / Email: ocla@palemene.ws
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annex 2 
PRogRAmme 

Thursday, 24 augusT 2017

International Conference Hall, Members Office Building,  
House of Representatives, National Diet, Tokyo

08:15 Registration

Tea break

08:45 Opening Ceremony

Facilitator: Hon Hanako Jimi, National Diet of Japan

– Opening Remarks by The Honourable Norihisa Tamura, Chair of the Third 
Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health; President 
of the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health Organization, 
National Diet, Japan 

– Welcome Address by The Honourable Katsunobu Kato, Minister of Health, 
Labour, and Welfare, Japan

– Welcome Address by Dr Yoshitake Yokokura, President, Japan Medical 
Association; President-Elect, World Medical Association; President-Elect of 
Confederation of Medical Associations in Asia and Oceania

– Congratulatory Remarks by Dr Shin Young-soo, Regional Director for the 
Western Pacific, World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific (WPRO)

– Self-introductions of participants 

– Programme Overview and Administrative Announcements by Dr Ki-Hyun 
Hahm, Technical Officer, Health Law & Ethics Unit, Division of Health 
Systems, WHO WPRO

– Group photo

09:45 session 1: 
Achieving Health in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Co-Chair: Hon Jiko Fatafehi Luveni, Speaker, Parliament of Fiji

–	 Keynote	 Presentation:	 “Asia	 Human	 Well-Being	 Initiative:	 the	 role	 of	
parliamentarians in achieving health in the SDGs” by The Honourable Keizo 
Takemi, Member of the House of Councillors, National Diet, Japan

– Technical Presentation: “Healthy communities as a platform for Universal Health 
Coverage” by Professor Tetsuo Tsuji, Institute of Gerontology, University of 
Tokyo (former Vice Minister for Health, Labor, and Welfare)

– Comments from Parliamentarians: Australia, Philippines, Thailand

– Plenary Discussion
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10:45 Tea break

11:15 session 2: 
Health Politics – leading multisectoral engagement to address NCDs and 
ageing

Co-Chair: Hon Kenneth Kedi, Speaker, Legislature of the Marshall Islands

– Technical presentation: “Health in the SDG Era : Challenges and Opportunities” 
by Dr Vivian Lin, Director of Health Systems, WHO WPRO

– Parliamentarian Panel: Cook Islands, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, 
Tonga, Viet Nam

– Plenary Discussion 

12:15 Lunch

14:00 session 3: 
Health Diplomacy – leading international collaboration to address NCDs 
and ageing

Co-Chair: Hon Dr Angelina Tan, Chair, Health Committee,  
House of Representatives of the Philippines

– Technical presentation: “Global Health: Shaping International Commitments 
to Drive National Action” by Dr Takeshi Kasai, Director of Programme 
Management, WHO WPRO

– Parliamentarian Panel: Cambodia, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands

– Plenary discussion 

15:00 Walking tour of the National Diet 
Working Tea Break

16:00 session 4: 
Next steps for the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 
(Part 1)

Co-Chair: Hon Kim Yong-Ik, Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global 
Health

– Introduction of revisions to Articles of Association 

– Introduction of Tokyo Communiqué 

– Plenary discussion 
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Friday, 25 augusT 2017

Wellness Kashiwa

10:00 Site Visit 1

– Welcome Address by the Honourable Hiroyasu Akiyama, Mayor of Kashiwa 
City 

– Tour: Community public health function and direct consultation to citizens

11:00 Lunch

Toyoshikidai Housing Complex

12:40 Site Visit 2

Facilitator: Dr Hiroki Nakatani, Keio University, Japan

– Video introduction - Toyoshikidai Project  

– Healthy Community Development in Kashiwa 

•	 “Community	networking	for	home	medical	care	and	role	of	city	government”	
by Mr Syuich Inarida, Manager, Department of health and human services, 
Division of promotion of regional medicine in Kashiwa 

•	 “Home	medical	care”	by	Dr	Kiyoshi	Kanae,	President	of	Kashiwa	Medical	
Association

•	 “Social	 Participation	 of	 senior	 citizens:	 facilitating	 re-employment”	 by	 
Ms Midori Yoshida, Kashiwa Manager for Welfare Policy

•	 “Extending	Healthy	Life	Expectancy	through	frailty	prevention	and	health	
check-ups” by Professor Katsuya Iijima, Institute of Gerontology, University 
of Tokyo

14:00 Site Visit 3

Facilitator: Dr Hiroki Nakatani, Keio University, Japan

– Walking Tour to observe three local private facilities 

•	 Kurumi	Kindergarten:	Re-employment	of	seniors	as	tutor	for	children

•	 Cocofump	Kashiwa:	24/7	care	service	centre

•	 Kohitsuji-en:	Unit-care	system	for	life	continuity	in	institutions	

16:00 session 5: 
Reflections on Site Visit

Co-Chair: Hon Otinielu Tausi, Speaker, Parliament of Tuvalu

– Recap

– Comments from Parliamentarians: Lao PDR, Nauru, Palau, Vanuatu

– Plenary discussion 
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16:30 session 6:  
Next steps for the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 
(Part 2)

Co-Chair: Hon Keizo Takemi, Member, House of Councillors,  
National Diet of Japan 

– Adoption of amendments to Articles of Association

– Adoption of Tokyo Communiqué

– Proposals for Forum activities in 2018–2019

– Plenary discussion

17:30 Closing Ceremony

Facilitator: Hon Hanako Jimi, National Diet of Japan

– Final remarks

– Closing remarks by The Honourable Norihisa Tamura
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annex 3
sPeeCHes 

oPeNiNg RemARKs

by Honorable Norihisa Tamura, Chair, President of the Japan Parliamentarian 
League for the World Health Organization, National Diet, Japan

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I’m very happy and honor to speak to you at the outset 
of this third Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health. I would like to extend my 
welcome to all of you. Have you slept well last night? It’s been very hot in Tokyo and it’s rather 
hot today too. But I hope we’ll be able to have a good day today. 

This is the third forum, which is organized with the help of Dr. Shin Young-soo, Regional 
Director of the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, Dr. Yokokura, President-elect, 
World Medical Association, Hon. Katsunobu Kato, Minister of Health in Japan, and parliamen-
tarians from many countries in this 3rd Forum. 

The first and second meeting was held in Seoul, Korea. Parliamentarians discussed various 
topics, including UHC. Through the discussion, we could reconfirm the importance of collabo-
ration through parliamentarians, not just through governments. We should be in corporate 
with each other to promote health in the world. We are very happy to call this third meeting in 
Tokyo. We expect different themes taken up in this meeting. 

One of the themes we would like to discuss would be ageing and also health care for the el-
derly, or UHC. Of course, different countries represented here have different levels of ageing, 
but if you think about 50 years from now on, I understand that all of the countries or most of 
the countries here will face ageing. It is often said when the percentage of the elderly person 
goes beyond 7%, ageing is starting. If it goes beyond 14%, it would be the aged society. If it 
goes beyond 21%, it would be the super aged society. Japan started to experience this ageing in 
1970. As of today, our ageing level is 27% already. So, our society is already super aged society. 
We are advanced in terms of ageing of society as well. Many different measures have been 
implemented in this country to deal with that. There are many challenges to cope with. Of 
course, we have been trying to implement solutions to the questions. But the outcome varies. 
There are some success stories and failure stories. I think not only the success stories but also 
failures need to be shared with you so that you don’t need to repeat the failures that Japan had 
experienced. 

For instance, I can give you one example. In 1973, it was immediately after we started the age-
ing of society that we started new system to provide free medical care to elderly people. It was a 
good system. In those days, we had a pretty good financial and fiscal situation. Elderly persons 
are very happy. However, once you start to provide free medical services, it would be difficult 
to start charging the medical services when you need to do so. This is something we learned 
through our experiences.

On the other hand, in Japan, we also experienced the very rapid advance in the change of the 
family structure into the nuclear family. Medical care as well as long-term care services have 
been mainly provided in institutions in the beginning. But as we started to have older persons 
in large number, we cannot just deal with them by providing institutional cares and of course, 
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Minister Katsunobu Kato will take the initiatives to change the system so that we can promote 
community based care provision to the people.

However, in some of your countries, I think you still have a very good community structure 
and family structure. In such countries, what you can do? How you will be able to provide 
medical and long-term care services to your people? In the long run, that would be something 
you need to be thinking about. 

Tomorrow, we’ll take you to Kashiwa City. We have Hon. Yoshitaka Sakurada, representing 
the region. You will take a look at a community-based comprehensive care provision. I hope 
you will have a good chance to look at what’s going on on the ground as the service provision 
in the long-term and middle term medical care system is concerned.

I hope this third Forum will be a big success with this. I would like to welcome you again and 
thank you very much for coming. I hope we will have two good meaningful days.

welCome ADDRess

by Honorable Katsunobu Kato, Minister of Health, Labour, and Welfare, Japan 

To my fellow parliamentarians form the Asia-Pacific region, Dr. Shin Young-soo, Regional 
Director of the Western Pacific of the WHO, Dr. Yokokura, and ladies and gentlemen, good 
morning.  

The first and second Forums were held in Korea. I would like to congratulate our colleagues in 
Korea having started this wonderful initiative. I would like to express my respect to Dr. Shin-
Young soo, Regional Director, and people of the WHO Western Pacific Region for organizing 
this forum. 

Health Care is not only relevant to the health care and sanitation issues of countries but also 
significant for the economic growth and political stability of nations. Health care is not a mat-
ter that involves just one country, but benefits a wider region. Therefore, health care must be 
addressed in a global context. In order to strengthen health care, I believe that we must build 
a global health care system. The response to infectious diseases and antimicrobial resistance 
are challenges that across national borders. Establishment of a better healthcare system and 
enabling citizens to access proper healthcare not only contribute to the economic growth and 
political stability of that country, but also to the stability and growth of the entire region in-
cluding the mobility of people. 

From a similar perspective, the United Nations adopted in 2015, the Sustainable Development 
Goals and decided that it was strived for Universal Health Coverage and address a wide range 
of diseases, including infectious diseases. Universal Health Coverage, in particular, leads to the 
sable development of the society. At the same time, it helps to develop the capacity for the infec-
tious disease prevention, detection and reporting. Therefore, it is a very important mechanism 
that will also contribute to enhance readiness for the public health emergency. 

Dr Tedros Adhanom, who has been elected as WHO Director-General at the World Health 
Assembly in May this year, has listed Universal Health Coverage as an important health agen-
da item during his election campaign. I look forward to his and WHO’s leadership in advancing 
UHC. 
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Under the leadership of Prime Minister Abe, we hope to actively promote UHC. Japan is the 
world’s third developer of new drugs. But innovative drugs and medical services cannot be 
effective unless there is a universal and equitable healthcare system that enables all people to 
access such drugs at an affordable costs. In that sense, UHC is also very important. Japan will 
make efforts together with various stakeholders crossing over the borders between the private 
and public sectors to advance UHC.

At the G7 summit in Ise Shima that was held last year, Japan took the initiative in the adoption 
of the Kobe Communiqué that outlines the actions needed to advance efforts in three areas. 
Namely, 1) Strengthening the global health architecture, 2) Promotion of UHC, and 3) Re-
sponse to antimicrobial resistance.

More recently, last month, Japan invited Health ministers from the ASEAN countries to gath-
er at the first meeting of its kind Japan ASEAN Framework. ASEAN Health Ministers and 
Regional Director Dr. Shin attended the conference. It adopted the joint declaration of Japan 
ASEAN health ministers and Japan ASEAN UHC health initiative. The countries agree to 
work together and with international organizations 1) to build a basic data system, 2) to pro-
mote joint research on UHC, and 3) to foster policy experts and share know-how.

In December this year, we plan to host UHC Forum 2017 jointly with the WHO and the World 
Bank and other entities. We are determined to make strong contributions together with the 
WHO to protect all people, leaving no one behind as the SDGs say and to assist in the capacity 
building of all. 

As Hon. Tamura mentioned earlier, another important aspect of health and health care is the 
issue of how to respond to ageing societies. In Asia, as our rapid population growth continues, 
populations are expected to age rapidly. Many Asian countries have large populations. With 
this view, it is important for Asian countries to develop resilient and sustainable healthcare sys-
tem. We are the world’s fastest ageing country. And as such, we have accumulated knowledge 
and expertise. We will share not only our success cases with Asian colleagues but also share 
the challenges that we have encountered. That may be useful in formulating policies in other 
Asian countries.

I would like to conclude by wishing this Forum much success and fruitful discussions by wish-
ing good health and success and further development of all those presidents here today. Thank 
you for your attention. 

welCome ADDRess

by Dr Yoshitake Yokokura, President, Japan Medical Association; President-
Elect, World Medical Association; President-Elect of Confederation of Medical 
Associations in Asia and Oceania

Good morning, distinguished guests and members of parliaments, and ladies and gentlemen. 
I’m Dr. Yoshitake Yokokura, President of the Japan Medical Association. I would like to make 
a few words at the third meeting of Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health as a 
president of the Japan Medical Association and the president-elect, World Medical Association.

In modern times of advantage globalization and rapidly progressing borderlessness, it is in-
creasingly important and efficient to unite across the borders to prepare against infectious 
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disease outbreak and natural disaster and build a new system for new age. This is also made 
clear by the fact. 

Reinforcement of global risk management and enhancement of global health framework were 
the major themes of the G7 Ise Shima summit and G7 Kobe Health Minister’s meeting that 
Japan held as a chair last year. 

The world is in a chaotic situation. There are global issues we need to address urgently, such 
as healthcare in danger developed by an international committee of the Red Cross, and climate 
change that significantly affects the environment and human health through global warming 
and air pollution, social determinants of health (SDH) that WHO proposed and work against 
an underlying causes of health. The Japan Medical Association has been actively challenging to 
these global health problems. We engaged in these health problems through the World Medi-
cal Association.

Established in 1947, the World Medical Association (WMA) is an independent association of 
112 national medical associations and it is closely collaborating with WHO in a wide range of 
healthcare issues, particularly focusing on the establishment of healthcare programmes and 
public health enhancement bills in recent years.

In addition, WMA has installed an internal working group on the SDGs and it is preparing 
the draft proposal for achieving the SDGs and leaderships of the JMA. 

Furthermore, WMA has affirmed its collaboration with international organizations, including 
the United Nations, the WHO to achieve UHC, which is one of the targets in the SDGs. We are 
also concerned about rapidly increasing prevalence of NCDs and its health and socioeconomic 
impact. We are keenly aware of the importance of addressing these issues at regional, national, 
and global levels across different field of study and administrative departments. In order to 
step up from the practice of SDGs and SDH approach, prevention and control of MCPs and the 
enhancement of health programmes are essential. 

The WHO’s action plans list this point as one of the top priorities. The WMA will work in ac-
cordance with this action plan in part of collaboration with WHO. In October this year, I’ll be 
inaugurated as the WMA President at the General Assembly in Chicago. As a president of the 
WMA, I’ll make my best effort to continue to correlate with the WHO to improve the health 
standards of the people across the world, together with congressmen and congresswomen of 
the parliamentary association.

I would like to conclude my remarks by saying that I hope this Forum will be a fruitful one, and 
we have distinguish members here today to flourish further in your career. 

CoNgRATUlAToRY RemARKs

by Dr Shin Young-soo, Regional Director for the Western Pacific,  
World Health Organization 

It is my great honour to be here with you today, at this third meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parlia-
mentarian Forum for Global Health. My sincere thanks to the Japan Parliamentarian League 
for the World Health Organization for hosting us here today at the National Diet – and in par-
ticular, I would like to thank the Honourable Mr Tamura for his leadership and commitment. 
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I would also like to acknowledge our colleagues from the Republic of Korea who hosted the 
first two meetings of the Forum. Since we first met two years ago in Seoul, it is wonderful to 
see that the Forum has now expanded to include 57 parliamentarians from 22 countries – by 
far the biggest gathering yet. 

As well as increasing in number, this Forum is also growing in importance. This is because 
in today’s world, health is no longer just a domestic political issue. Nowadays, an infectious 
disease can travel around the world in no time – meaning an outbreak in one country can be 
another country’s problem in a matter of hours. Health is also no longer just the domain of 
health ministers. 

Many of today’s health challenges and threats – such as NCDs, climate change, and urbaniza-
tion – originate outside the health sector. Managing these challenges requires unprecedented 
cooperation and collaboration across countries and sectors. 

Antimicrobial resistance is a classic example: this is a problem with enormous health and eco-
nomic consequences for every country in the world, which cannot be resolved by any one coun-
try or by the health sector alone.

For all of these reasons, Forums such as this one will play an increasingly important role in 
global health. This is because as policy-makers and political leaders, parliamentarians can in-
fluence political decisions at the highest levels. You can help build bridges — across societies 
and borders — that lead to better health for everyone.

You also bring much-needed voices from all parts of society into the health and development 
discussion – which is more important in the current global development landscape than ever 
before.

With the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals, world leaders endorsed a different way 
of tackling development challenges, including good health and well-being. Delivering on the 
SDGs will require a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. There is no better 
example of this than the two issues we will be focusing on today: promoting healthy ageing and 
addressing rapidly rising rates of NCDs. 

As the world’s ‘greyest’ society, our host Japan has many years’ experience in planning for the 
needs of an ageing population – and much strong experience to share. I am very much looking 
forward to the discussions on these topics over the next 2 days. For WHO’s part, we remain 
firmly committed to supporting the important work of this Forum in any way we can. Once 
again, thank you for the honour of addressing the opening of the Forum this morning.

Thank you. 
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annex 4
ToKYo CommUNiqUé 

We, Parliamentarians, participants of the Third Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian 
Forum on Global Health, chaired by the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health 
Organization in Tokyo, Japan, from 24 to 25 August 2017;

We, Parliamentarians, delegates from 22 countries, including the Commonwealth of Australia, 
Kingdom of Cambodia, Cook Islands, Republic of Fiji, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micro-
nesia, Mongolia, Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Republic of Nauru, Republic of Palau, 
Republic of the Philippines, Independent State of Samoa, Solomon Islands, Kingdom of Thai-
land, Kingdom of Tonga, Tuvalu, Republic of Vanuatu, and Socialist Republic of Viet Nam;

We, Parliamentarians, having had the opportunity to learn about Japan’s experiences, both suc-
cesses and failures, to address a super-ageing society through multisectoral strategies, and re-
cent efforts towards a more sustainable system:
•	 from	institution	to	community,	including	social	engagement;
•	 from	cure	to	care,	including	prevention	of	physical,	mental,	and	social	frailty;	and
•	 from	government	to	multistakeholder	participation,	including	for	financing	and	gov-

ernance.

1. Welcoming the establishment of the Japan Parliamentarian League for the World 
Health Organization as Japan’s national committee for engagement with the Forum;

2. Affirming our collective commitment to promote and protect the health and well-
being of all people, while leaving no one behind, through the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development;

3. Recognizing that advancing health under the SDG agenda demands multisectoral ac-
tion at local, national, regional, and global levels to engage sectors beyond health, in-
cluding education, trade, industry, finance, environment, agriculture, labor, housing, 
and social affairs;

4. Calling for international cooperation among countries, partners, donors, and intergov-
ernmental agencies, including the World Health Organization, as essential to promote 
synergies for advancing health through the SDGs at the regional and global levels;

5. Noting with alarm that the Asia-Pacific region is particularly susceptible to conditions 
with wide-ranging implications for health and the SDGs, including noncommunicable 
diseases and ageing; 

6. Highlighting the importance of promoting healthy life expectancy, including through 
measures for the prevention of frailty;

7. Emphasizing the need for a paradigm shift that employs a whole-of-system, whole-
of-government, and whole-of-society approach to break silos and embrace all relevant 
stakeholders;

8. Appreciating the universal applicability of the SDGs to all countries, while mindful 
that varying national contexts necessitate tailored implementation strategies for each 
country;
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9. Confirming that Universal Health Coverage represents an effective and equitable plat-
form for achieving the health-related SDGs and the SDGs overall; and

10. Accepting with profound honor and humility the fundamental leadership role that par-
liamentarians are uniquely positioned to play in governance for health and health pro-
motion at the local, national, regional, and global levels.

Acknowledge that the Third Meeting met its objectives:

1. To accelerate progress towards achieving health in the SDGs by learning from sharing 
country experiences in multisectoral action and international collaboration to address 
noncommunicable diseases and ageing, with emphasis on the leadership role of parlia-
mentarians in governance for health through strengthening health politics at local and 
national levels and health diplomacy at regional and global levels; and

2. To strengthen the sustainability and scope of the Forum by enhancing the Forum’s 
governance structure and broadening the Forum’s range of activities.

Appreciate: 

1. The Japan Parliamentarian League for the World Health Organization for chairing 
the Third Meeting; 

2. The City of Kashiwa for allowing the participants to observe the implementation of 
local governance for health through healthy community development; and

3. The World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific for provid-
ing support to the Third Meeting and supporting Member States towards achieving 
health in the SDGs.

Urge our fellow Parliamentarians:

1. To accelerate the mainstreaming of polices for noncommunicable diseases and ageing 
into national health plans by raising awareness of, advocating for, and championing the 
SDG agenda across governments;

2. To strengthen the rule of law towards achieving the SDGs by enacting legislations 
that prioritize agendas to address noncommunicable diseases and ageing, while main-
taining policy coherence across sectors;

3. To secure the effective implementation of Universal Health Coverage for SDGs by ap-
proving budgets and mobilizing sustainable resources for noncommunicable diseases 
and ageing;

4. To promote transparency and accountability of governments by providing oversight 
and monitoring implementation of multisectoral actions to address noncommunicable 
diseases and ageing under the SDG agenda; 

5. To ensure that no one is left behind in the implementation of the SDGs by fostering 
participation of constituencies at the national and local levels when addressing non-
communicable diseases and ageing; 

6. To enhance alignment between global and regional commitments and national priori-
ties for the SDGs by engaging in international partnerships to address noncommuni-
cable diseases and ageing;

7. To establish or designate a body within Parliament to strengthen engagement with 
and sustainability of the Forum.
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Request that the Secretariat:

1. Continue supporting the Forum by facilitating on-going engagement between the 
Members and, in coordination with the Executive Committee, assisting to organize 
the fourth meeting, as well as follow-up activities on priority issues as identified during 
the Third Meeting; and

2. Continue supporting Member States to advance action to address noncommunicable 
diseases and ageing, including through the development of evidence-based common 
measurements and standards, and facilitating easy access to data, particularly for the 
Pacific.

Adopt:
This Tokyo Communiqué on 25 August 2017 in Tokyo, Japan, as the outcome statement of the 
Third Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health.
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annex 5

AsiA-PACiFiC PARliAmeNTARiAN FoRUm oN 
globAl HeAlTH ARTiCles oF AssoCiATioN 
[AmeNDeD]

arTicle 1: PurPose

An entity called the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health is hereby estab-
lished (APPFGH or Forum) under these Articles of Association (Articles) for the purpose of 
strengthening the role of parliamentarians throughout the Asia-Pacific region in promoting 
and protecting human health and well-being.

arTicle 2: PrinciPles

The Members of the Forum acknowledge the following core principles:

2.1   Parliamentarians work to strengthen health governance by developing health policy 
and enacting health legislation; improving health service delivery through financing 
and reform; facilitating budget appropriation and mobilizing resources; and accelerating 
progress towards universal health coverage.

2.2 Parliamentarian powers and duties encompass many health issues, including 
health systems strengthening; health security in management of outbreaks and 
emergencies; prevention and control of communicable diseases; prevention and control 
of noncommunicable diseases; health promotion through the life course, including 
maternal and child health and vulnerabilities, people with disabilities and older people; 
environmental protection and the health impacts of climate change; and the social 
determinants of health, such as poverty, violence, gender, and ethnicity.

2.3 Parliamentarians are increasingly responsible for ensuring that national health policies 
reinforce global health governance. While countries prioritize health interventions 
according to national capacities, resources and needs, parliamentarians must also 
consider the international ramifications of these interventions, especially in the area of 
governance.

2.4 Parliamentarians recognize that solutions for health will require whole-of-government 
and whole-of-society approaches that address the concerns of all stakeholders, 
considering the complexity of the global health landscape and the many factors that 
impact health, such as trade, industry, finance, education, agriculture and population 
movement.

arTicle 3: objecTives

The Forum’s objectives are:

3.1 To provide a platform for Members, as well as international partners, to exchange ideas 
for prioritizing health agendas and promoting sustainable action at the community, 
national and global levels;

3.2  To promote awareness of the Forum and advocate for health among fellow Parliamen-
tarians;
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3.3 To encourage mobilization of greater resources for health; and

3.4 To continue expanding the scope of the Forum to other health matters as appropriate 
under the circumstances.

 

arTicle 4: MeMbers

4.1 Membership to the Forum shall initially be open to the 30 countries comprising the 
Member States of the World Health Organization Western Pacific Region and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

4.2 Eligibility of membership may be expanded to additional countries upon decision of the 
Forum Assembly.

4.3  An eligible country may become a Member by agreeing to these Articles.

4.4 Each Member shall be represented by a committee within the country’s national 
parliament in the following order of preference:

(a)  committee established for this Forum; or

(b) standing committee for health or its equivalent.

4.5 A Member may withdraw from the Forum for any reason by submitting written notice 
to the President. Withdrawal shall take effect immediately upon receipt of the notice 
by the President.

arTicle 5: asseMbly oF The ForuM

5.1 The Assembly of the Forum comprises all Members of the Forum.

5.2 The Assembly holds the following responsibilities:

(a)  to assemble for annual assembly meetings;

(b)  to elect the officers of the Executive Committee;

(c)  to confer powers and duties upon the Executive Committee, as necessary;

(d)  to designate an entity or entities to serve as Secretariat; 

(e) to approve revisions to these Articles, if necessary; and

(f)  to make recommendations on future actions by the Forum.

5.3 In addition to assembly meetings, the Forum may convene ad-hoc meetings and other 
activities, as appropriate.  

5.4  Where consensus on a decision cannot be reached, the Assembly shall vote as follows:

(a) a quorum of at least one-third of the total number of Members shall be present to 
initiate the voting process;

(b) a Member may abstain from voting;

(c)  the decision shall be made on the basis of a simple majority of the Members 
present;  and

(d)  a voting tie shall be broken by an additional vote by the President.
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arTicle 6: execuTive coMMiTTee

6.1 The Executive Committee consists of the following officers:

(a) President, to be elected by the Assembly and hold office for four years; 

(b)  Vice-President, to be appointed ex officio as the host country of the previous 
assembly meeting; and

(c) Vice-President, to be appointed ex officio as the host country of the next assembly 
meeting.

6.2 The President shall undertake the following responsibilities:

 (a)  to oversee the organization of assembly meetings, ad hoc meetings, and other 
activities of the Forum; 

 (b) to nominate an Honorary President, as appropriate; and

 (c)  to exercise any other powers and duties conferred to the office by the Assembly.

6.3 Each Vice-President shall undertake the following responsibilities: 

 (a)  to organize an assembly meeting of the Forum in the Vice-President’s home 
country, in consultation with the President; and

 (b) to assist the President as necessary.

6.4 The Members elected to the Executive Committee shall designate suitable 
Parliamentarians to represent the offices, respectively.

6.5 If the President becomes unable or ineligible to carry out the responsibilities of the 
office, the  Assembly shall elect a new President.

arTicle 7: secreTariaT

The Secretariat may consist of any entity or entities deemed by the Assembly as fit to fulfill the 
responsibilities, including an intergovernmental organization.

These Articles were agreed upon by the Parliamentary representatives of the following coun-
tries: Australia, Cambodia, Japan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, and the Repub-
lic of Korea, at the First Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global 
Health, held on 2-3 July 2015 in Seoul, Republic of Korea.

These Articles were amended by the Parliamentary representatives of the following countries: 
Australia, Cambodia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nauru, Palau, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and 
Viet Nam, at the Third Meeting of the Forum, held on 24-25 August 2017 in Tokyo, Japan.
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annex 6
PHoTos 

6.a – gRoUP PHoTos



60

Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health

6.b – bReAKs
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6.c – DelegATes
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6.d – ToUR
The participants went on a walking tour of the main chamber of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the National Diet.
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