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From the desk of the WHO Regional Director for 
the Western Pacific 

Dr Shin Young-soo
Regional Director for the Western Pacific

“I want to encourage the GHLC Fellows 
to keep connecting with one another 
after the programme ends through a 
culture of collaborative learning and 
knowledge sharing.”

“I have travelled far and wide across the Western 
Pacific Region and have met many senior health 
leaders. One of the best experiences for me when 
I travel is meeting people who are former Global 
Health Learning Centre (GHLC) Fellows. They share 
fond memories of the GHLC programme and explain 
how this important programme has helped their 
professional advancement to become the health 
leaders of today.

These experiences have convinced me about the 
importance of the GHLC, making it a priority very 
close to my heart. I want to encourage the GHLC 
Fellows to keep connecting with one another 
after the programme ends through a culture of 
collaborative learning and knowledge sharing. 

I am pleased to announce that we are creating GHLC 
Alumni-Connect to help our Fellows do this through 
building national and regional partnerships now 
and in the future.”
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WHAT IS GHLC ALUMNI-CONNECT?

The World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific is initiating GHLC Alumni-Connect as a network of past and 
present GHLC Fellows – a network for you! It aims to engage you 
to share news and reflections about your professional experiences 
and achievements as well as your efforts to achieve health for all 
in your countries, across the Region and globally.

THE GHLC: THEN AND NOW

WHO’s 
Communication 
and Leadership 

Management 
Programme begins

WHO’s Communication 
and Leadership 

Management Programme 
closes, after training 

approximately 450 Fellows

1986 2003
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THE GHLC FELLOWS

 An earlier version of the programme trained approximately 450 Fellows between 1986 and 2003. These Fellows 
came from Cambodia, China, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mongolia and Viet Nam. Approximately 150 
women and 300 men were trained during this period. 

The programme was resumed in its current form in 2014. The pioneer cohort of GHLC 2014 had 15 Fellows (7 women 
and 8 men). By the end of 2016, GHLC produced a total of 45 graduates (23 women and 22 men). They hailed from 
Cambodia, China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Macao SAR (China), Mongolia, 
the Philippines, Samoa and Viet Nam. 

The GHLC 2017 cohort comprises 27 Fellows (18 women and 9 men), who are from Cambodia, China, the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, Samoa and Viet Nam. We wish our Fellows a wonderful 
learning experience during this year’s course!

The WHO Western 
Pacific Region Global 

Health Learning Centre 
programme is established

The Global Health 
Learning Centre Alumni 
Network is set up, with 

an interactive online 
platform

20172014 FUTURE
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What do the alumni remember?

DAI Min
China, 2015

“The diversity of the teaching methods 

and the opportunity to practice with 

other Fellows and teachers.”

PHADOUANGDETH Luexay
Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, 2000

“Experiencing the WHO system, 

meeting the Regional Director of the 

WHO Regional Office for the Western 

Pacific. I remember the Filipino 

friendliness.”  

Gombodorj TSETSEGDARY
Mongolia, 1996

“I remember a field visit to a barangay 

to learn about different health sector 

activities in the rural community. I 

remember living with Fellows from 

foreign countries, celebrating our 

birthdays together.” 
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KEOSILAPHONE Paniphone
Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, 2016

“I remember well every speech from 

Dr Shin and Ms Laura, how they lit 

a fire in my heart to go further. I 

am a teacher from a small part of 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic. 

They gave me the passion to help 

and work in other sectors to develop 

my country for a better life.”

DOAN PHUONG Thao
Viet Nam, 2015

 “I remember the support and time 

from my mentor during my final 

project. I remember the learning with 

experts. We also had free time to be 

with our other Fellows and friends.”  

HOUR DANEY
Cambodia, 2014

“The teacher gave us many good 

ideas and experiences. I remember 

International Food Day, cooking 

together with the other Fellows. I 

remember our great trip to Tagaytay.” 
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Alumni reflect

“The GHLC taught me important subjects on global public health. It 
encouraged me to continue my master’s in public health in China. 
This programme has inspired me to be more involved in public 
health research and I would like to go on and work in maternal and 
child health.” 

HOUR Daney, 2014
Government officer and medical doctor, 
Ministry of Health

“I now have a better understanding of underlying factors that affect 
our health. I learnt the need to look at a person, not an illness. I 
also got more skills in written and verbal English.”

SAO Chamroeun, 2015
Psychiatrist, Ministry of Health

CAMBODIA
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“The programme made me more determined to devote myself to 
international cooperation on health to reduce these challenges, to 
move towards universal health coverage.” 

GU Zhiqiang, 2015
Civil servant, 
National Health and Family Planning Commission

“I met a lot of students from different  countries, learnt a lot of global 
health knowledge and, at the same time, I learnt a lot about WHO.” 

FU Jinghau, 2000
Head of department responsible for the management of retirees ,
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences

“The experiences and learning during the GHLC fellowship extended 
my knowledge of health issues globally.”

AI Xiang, 2015
Deputy Director, Division of Health Management,
Guangxi Health and Family Planning Commission

CHINA
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“I was able to understand health in my own country and the 
importance of improving the skills and knowledge of the health 
workforce.” 

SIMMALAVONG Phouthasone, 2016
Personnel development, Ministry of Health

“Leadership, multisectoral coordination and a vision to take me forward.” 

SOUTTHANIRAXAY Sisavath, 1998
Civil servant, Department of Communicable Diseases Control
Ministry of Health  

“I improved my English language skills so I can now speak, write 
and understand English at a professional level. I learnt about health 
topics including medication safety, which I have been able to take 
home with me and use to train nurses...”

KEOSILAPHONE Paniphone, 2016
Researcher and teacher of English and Pharmacology, 
College of Health Sciences Savannakhet, Lao People’s Democratic Republic

LAO PEOPLE’S 
DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC

“The fellowship helped me to be a good leader. It enhanced my 
knowledge on organization management, delivering  universal 
access to health services  equitably in different contexts.”    

FASAUEN Kenkham, 2016
Chief of Xiengkhouang Provincial Public Health Department of Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion
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“The programme taught me about different cultures across countries 
in the Western Pacific Region. It advanced my fluency in both written 
and spoken English. I learnt about global health, health research 
methods and communication techniques. The GHLC also trained us 
in leadership, management and team-building skills.” 

Gombodorj TSETSEGDARY, 1996
Former Director of Health Division, Ministry of Health
Public Health Adviser, New Mongolian Public Health Professionals’ Association

“Learning at the GHLC was an important milestone in my education 
journey and my career development. It provided me with global 
and regional views on health systems, knowledge based on current 
global health issues, practical skills on communication, team work, 
leadership and  management.” 

DOAN PHUONG Thao, 2015
Public servant, Ministry of Health

MONGOLIA

VIET NAM

“Communication skills, lecture skills, writing and reading skills. 
The GHLC helped me be self-confident, independent and creative.”

NGUYEN NGOC Chien, 1999
Lecturer, Hanoi University 
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How can I join GHLC Alumni-Connect?

#GHLC

The goal of the regional online network – 
GHLC Alumni-Connect – is to encourage and 
facilitate health leaders to build a regional 
movement and partnerships to move towards 
better health for all in the Western Pacific. 
The platform will enhance alumni’s ability to 
learn collaboratively and share knowledge 
and experiences. It aims to be an interactive 
knowledge hub where GHLC Fellows can 
engage in active discussions; share ideas, 
practices and resources as well as post videos 
and photos; and link up with old friends 
and colleagues. This easy-to-use electronic 
communication platform can be accessed 
from anywhere at any time, be it your home, 
your office or an Internet café. 
 
We encourage you to join the network and 
share the link with other GHLC Fellows.
 

Request to join GHLC Alumni-Connect 
here: https://ezcollab.who.int/GHLC
 
Country networks
 
The Regional Office for the Western Pacific 
also supports current and erstwhile Fellows 
to build GHLC Alumni-Connect national 
networks in their own countries. These 
will enable Fellows to share expertise, 
learning and collectively contribute to their 
national health systems and international 
health forums. These national GHLC 
Alumni-Connect networks will be valuable 
platforms for peer support, where senior 
and experienced GHLC Fellows can guide 
promising health-care leaders of the future. 

 RECONNECT WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES! THE ONLINE NETWORK 
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What is the GHLC?

To help Member States strengthen their 
health workforce capacity, the World 
Health Organization Regional Office 
for the Western Pacific hosts an annual 
programme called the Global Health 
Learning Centre (GHLC).  The GHLC 
builds the capacity of mid-level health 
professionals to better understand 
global health issues, participate in 
international forums and contribute 
to the advancement of global health. 
 
Through the GHLC, participants are 
expected to develop their ability: 
• to understand and comment on 

global health policy documents and 
discussions; 

• to identify how global health policy 
documents may be translated into 
policy options relevant to their 
government; and

• to contribute to global and national 
health discussions.

THE GLOBAL HEALTH LEARNING CENTRE

“Building leaders for a 
healthier, brighter future”
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More about the GHLC programme 

Background
 
First established in June 1986 as a 
training facility for health professionals 
from the 37 countries and areas of the 
Western Pacific Region, the GHLC (then 
known as the Communication and 
Leadership Management Programme) 
initially focused on English-language 
communication. After eight years, 
the programme expanded its focus to 
include capacity-building for leadership 
and management.
 
By the time the programme closed in 
August 2003, nearly 450 participants 
- mainly from Cambodia, China, the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Mongolia, the Republic of Korea and 
Viet Nam – had benefited by broadening 
their knowledge of WHO and improving 
their fluency in English, within an 
environment that fostered collaboration 
across the Western Pacific Region. The 
GHLC was officially re-launched in 2014. 
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Course structure
 
The GHLC programme runs in two phases: Module A (Communication for Global 
Health) and Module B (Problem-solving for Global Health). Fellows who already  
have adequate English language skills can choose to attend only Module B.
 
Module A, a full-time 4-month programme, helps participants better understand 
and interpret the technical and policy documents usually encountered in global 
health, by building skills such as advanced listening, professional writing and 
communication, and advanced reading. Module B, a full-time 2-month programme, 
comprises structured interactive sessions focusing on global health challenges 
and strengthens participants process skills for policy dialogue. 
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CONTACT US

Division of Health Systems
Global Health Learning Centre

P.O. Box 2932
Philippines

Phone: +63 2 528 8001
Email: wproghlc@who.int  

Web: www.wpro.who.int/fellowships 

© World Health Organization 2017 Some rights reserved. This work is available under the CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence WPR/2017/DHS/017


