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CABO VERDE

The West African archipelago nation of 
Cabo Verde has eliminated malaria twice  
in its history, and the disease has twice  
re-established.
After reductions in transmission to only seven indigenous cases in 2015, a resurgence in 2016 

of 48 reported cases led to an epidemic in 2017, with 423 indigenous cases – all located in the 

municipality of Praia. An investigation found that decreasing coverage of indoor residual spraying 

(IRS) and overall poor quality of the intervention were likely the main factors leading to the rise in 

infections. In response, officials deployed an improved and more targeted IRS approach. Imported 

cases also remain a concern for Cabo Verde; a steady migration flow between the archipelago 

and mainland Africa has resulted in considerable importation of infections leading to indigenous 

transmission. The national strategic plan for elimination covered the period 2014-2017, and efforts 

are now underway to revise the strategy with greater emphasis on reaching the country’s 2020 

elimination goal in light of the recent epidemic.
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GETTING BACK ON COURSE
Cabo Verde will need to:

Strengthen surveillance and vector control to prevent indigenous transmission. The 2017 
epidemic demonstrated the risk posed by lapses in essential malaria interventions.

Set in motion a new elimination strategy that builds on the successes of the 2014-2017 period with 
added emphasis on preventing re-establishment.

Increase community participation in malaria control measures across all 10 islands. Even 
though, historically, malaria has been concentrated on the main island of Santiago, the degree 
of movement of people between the other islands requires improving public awareness about 
malaria in general.

CABO VERDE

Populations at greater risk: 
Migrant workers and residents 
of Praia

Dominant malaria species: 
Plasmodium falciparum (100%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: 20

Number of people at risk of malaria in 
these areas: 171 000

AT A GLANCE

MALARIA IMPACT
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