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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Following eradication efforts in the 1960s 
and 1970s, malaria all but disappeared in 
the Republic of Korea; by 1984, the country 
reported just two indigenous cases.  
In the 1990s, malaria re-emerged near the demilitarized zone and a protracted outbreak of the 

disease affected, disproportionally, its northern border region. Through wide-scale malaria control 

activities, the Republic of Korea has reduced its rate of new malaria cases by 75% since 2000 and 

by more than 50% since 2010. The country’s most recent action plan for malaria elimination was 

developed in 2010 and set 2015 as the year to achieve this goal. The timeline was pushed to 2017, 

and as of mid-2018, no update on its elimination timescale had been communicated from the Korea 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC). However, the significant decline in new cases 

over the past several years can be credited to strong national funding and the deployment of robust 

malaria prevention and control measures ushered in under the 2010-2015 strategy. A revitalized 

elimination plan, building on the successes achieved, would help focus on addressing the remaining 

gaps as the country advances towards elimination.

436
 indigenous malaria cases 

in 2017

79
 imported malaria cases

 in 2017

3
 local malaria deaths 

since 2012
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MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

GETTING BACK ON COURSE
The Republic of Korea will need to:

Reinvigorate efforts by developing a new strategy restating its elimination goal and how it 
intends to achieve it by 2020.

Increase cooperation between the Ministry of National Defense and the KCDC to enhance 
surveillance of military personnel and civilians in areas at risk, and to heighten malaria 
education and awareness overall.

Step up cross-border collaboration on prevention measures to eliminate malaria from both 
sides of the demilitarized zone.

.

Populations at greater risk: 
Military personnel in the 
demilitarized zone and inhabitants 
of northern Gangwon and Gyeonggi 
provinces, including northern 
Incheon Metropolitan City

Dominant malaria species: 
Plasmodium vivax (100%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: not reported

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: not reported
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