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Since 2000, El Salvador has experienced 
a steady decline in its malaria burden, 
reflecting strong political commitment to 
achieve elimination by 2020. 
  
In 2017, the country reported zero indigenous malaria cases for the first time. This success can be 

attributed to the strengthening of surveillance activities, led by the Ministry of Health, active case 

detection, supervised treatment and robust national funding. An important characteristic of the national 

malaria programme is its focus on screening for malaria in high-risk areas, including in communities 

where temporary employment is found, such as factories and plantations. The use of indoor residual 

spraying in these areas and along the borders with Guatemala and Honduras has proven to be a highly 

effective control measure. In recognition of its progress, El Salvador won the 2016 Malaria Champions 

Award, presented by the Pan American Health Organization. The award recognized the programme’s 

success in malaria prevention and control and significant advances towards elimination. Nonetheless, 

El Salvador must remain vigilant to maintain zero cases and to prevent re-establishment of malaria 

transmission.

EL SALVADOR

0
 indigenous malaria cases 

in 2017

3
 imported malaria cases

 in 2017

0
 malaria deaths 

since 1998



E-
20

20
 C

ou
nt

ry
 B

rie
f  

EL SALVADOR

MALARIA IMPACT
number of indigenous malaria cases 2010-2017

KEEPING ON COURSE
El Salvador will need to:

Increase efforts to address migrants’ and mobile populations’ vulnerability to malaria. The 
threat of malaria importation is a significant challenge; the country is home to many immigrants 
seeking employment opportunities and also serves as a crossroads for those heading further 
north. 

Ensure that surveillance efforts are maintained in communities through the continued 
engagement of community health volunteers and health promotion agents in health facilities.
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Populations at greater risk: 
Inhabitants of the south-western 
border region with Guatemala

Dominant malaria species prior to  
reaching zero indigenous cases: 
Plasmodium vivax (100%)

Number of areas (foci) with active malaria 
transmission: not applicable

Number of people at risk of malaria in  
these areas: not applicable

AT A GLANCE

Source: World malaria report 2018
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