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Health for All strategy: 
set for endorsement 

. This May a global strategy aimed at 
achieving the goal of "Health for All by 
the Year 2000" is expected to be debat
ed and then endorsed by the World 
Health Assembly. 

When that occurs, a major step in the 
process begun in September 1978, with 
the Declaration of Alma-Ata, will have 
been taken . Meeting over two years 
ago, in the city in the Soviet Union that 
gave the Declaration its name, partici
pants pledged to work towards a re 
orientation of their countries' approach 
to health based on the principles of 
primary health care. 

lt is not uncommon for strategy to be 
decided after a two- or three-week in
ternational conference. Such was nei
ther the aim, nor the case at the Interna
tional Conference on Primary Health 
Care. Thus, the strategy that Assembly 
delegates will be asked to consider has 
been developed through a painstaking 
process of review and consultation at 
national and regional levels. 

Among milestones set as countries 
strive for the goal of health for all are 
these: 

Ensuring enough of the right kind of 
food for all by 1985; providing essential 
drugs for all by 1986; providing an ade
quate supply of safe drinking water and 
basic sanitation for all by 1990; and im-
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munizing children against six common 
diseases-measles, whooping cough, 
tetanus, polio, tuberculosis and diph
theria-also by 1990 . 

Indicators developed to 
measure health progress 

A number of health indicators have 
been developed to enable countries to 
mec,sure and monitor progress as they 
work towards the goal of providing care 
for all of their people. 

Among the indicators, listed in a 
report presented at the recent sixty
seventh session of WHO's Executive 
Board, are the following: 

Health policy indicators, foremost 
among which is political commitment. 
"Political commitment is essential for 
the attainment of health for all", the 
report says, the single most important 
indicator of political commitment being 
"the allocation of adequate resources, 
which may in fact necessitate substan
tial reallocation of resources." 

Social and economic indicators. 
For instance, the rate of population in
crease, the gross national product, 
income distribution, adult literacy, hous
ing, and the availability of food . 

Provision of health care indica
tors. For instance, the availability, 
accessibility, and quality of health care 
provided. 

World Health Day 1981 \b== 
The World Health Day poster for 1981 
was contributed by the International 
Green Cross, and may be ordered free 
of charge from: Division of Public Infor
mation, WHO, 1211 Geneva 27, Swit
zerland. 

Health status indicators. For in
stance, nutritional status, infant and 
child mortality rates, life expectancy, 
and maternal mortality rate. 

"Each country will decide on its own 
norms", the report says by way of ex
ample, "but a minimum life expectancy 
of 60 years or more at birth, and a max
imum infant mortality rate of 50 per 
1 ,000 live births are suggested as indi
cating that the health status of the pop
ulation is becoming a decreasing bur
den on individual, family and communi
ty development." 

The report also says: "lt is particular
ly important to select a small number of 
national indicators that have social and 
political punch, in tbe sense that people 
and policy-makers will be incited to 
action by them." · 

New Regional Director 
for South- East Asia 

Dr U Ko Ko, of Burma, has been ap
pointed Regional Director of WHO's 
Office for South- East Asia in Delhi, be
ginning a five-year term on 1 March. 

The new appointee joined WHO 
13 years ago, in 1969, as adviser in 
community health services. Three years 
later, he became Assistant Director, and 

A need to see the priorities clearly and to act on them. 

· in 1978, Director of Programme 
Management for the Region, moving 
from the latter position to the regional 

(Photo WHO) directorship. 
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Before his WHO career, he was with 
Burma's ministry of health for 16 years, 
working from 1954 as a medical officer 
at the district level. In 1961, he was 
named Assistant Director, Health Ser
vices, and three years later, Deputy 
Director, a post he held before recruit
ment by WHO. 

In 1968, as a representative of 
Burma, he was elected a Vice- President 
of the World Health Assembly. He has 
been a member of WHO's Executive 
Board, and of WHO~s Expert Advisory 
Panel on Cholera. 

Dr U Ko Ko, Regional Director for South-East 
Asia. (Photo WHO/D. Henrioud) 

Dr Ko Ko received his medical degree 
from the University of Rangoon in 
1953. He also holds diplomas from the 
University of Edinburgh, 1956, awarded 
in public health, and from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi
cine, 1957. From 1966 to 1969, he was 
also professor of preventive and social 
medicine at the Institute of Medicine 11, 
Rangoon. 

He was appointed Regional Director 
in January by WHO's Executive Board. 
He succeeds Dr V. T. H. Gunaratne, of 
Sri Lanka, who has held that post since 
1968, and who has been named the 
Region's Director Emeritus. 

In the next issue 
The April issue of World Health has no 
single theme, but will deal with a 
number of different public health 
problems which face governments 
and health services in various parts of 
the world . 

The articles will include a descrip
tion of how Mozambique faced up to 
and curbed an outbreak of cholera, 
and an account of the kind of diet that 
would be appropriate for elderly peo
ple. Other contributions to this issue 
will relate directly to the International 
Year of Disabled Persons, to which 
the entire January edition of the 
magazine was devoted. 

News in brief 
• To make the point in yet another 
way, the United Nations served neither 
wine, nor champagne to dignitaries as
sembled recently in New York for the 
launching of its Water Decade-but 
water. 

In proposing a toast to startled offi
cials, at first uncomfortable with glasses 
of water in hand, Mr Bradford Morse, 
Administrator, UN Development Pro
gramme, said: "This is a glass of pure 
water. A glass of pure water in appre
ciation of the fact that we have pure 
water to drink." 

The point: Some 2,000 million others, 
mainly in the developing world, do not. 
About $30,000 million is estimated as 
required to be spent annually to meet 
their needs and the goal of providing 
water supplies and sanitation facilities 
to all by 1990. 

• An international "rumour registry" 
kept by WHO has logged 142 entries 
reportedly of smallpox from 52 coun
tries over the past three years. On inves
tigation, all proved to be anything but · 
smallpox. 

The disease most commonly mis
taken for smallpox was chickenpox, of
ten confused because of the similarity 
of some symptoms, as in Italy in mid-
1980. Investigators also found measles 
or scabies, but more frequently nothing 
but a false alarm. 

The world's last case of smallpox oc
curred in Somalia in October 1977, and 
the disease was officially declared erad
icated in May 1980 by the World Health 
Assembly. A resolution adopted then 
however urged maintenance of an in
ternational registry, and a thorough 
check of each rumour. 

e ,• WHO has released seven new films, 
tied to the 1981 World Health Day 
theme of "Health for All by the 
Year 2000". Six depict primary health 
care programmes in developing coun
tries, and one, in Finland, thereby un
derscoring the point that the concept is 
applicable everywhere. Details : 

Finland: The Story of Kauko, 25 min ; 
Ghana: Sankofa, Tradition and Devel
opment, 45 m in ; Kenya: Health, a 
Human Right, 30 min; Mexico: Bueno 
Camino, 30 min; Mozambique: Medi
cine of Liberation, 30 min; Thailand: 
Water for Thailand, 30 min ; Viet Nam : 
The Most Precious Property, 40 min. All 
16 mm, colour, but two prices : For 
30 min. films, $330; for others, $495. 
The WHO film unit takes orders. 

• With the admission of St. Lucia, in 
the Windward Islands, from 11 No
vember 1980, total membership of 
WHO is now 156, and of its Americas 
Region, 29. D 
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