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Health for all 
BY THE YEAR 2000 

Ever since its birth in 1946, 
WHO has regarded itself as a 
collectivity of Member States 
with a global mandate to 
develop international health 

policies and doctrines . The " founding fa
thers" of WHO felt that no country could 
attain good health by acting alone; they 
believed in the universal value of health, 
the interdependence of countries, and the 
need for international cooperation in the 
face of common danger. WHO's unique 
Constitution has made the Organization 
an international extension of each coun
try's health sector, and the collective 
expression of the health aspirations and 
actions of all its Member States~ 



Each year on 7 April- the date in 1948 
when that Constitution first came into 
force , we celebrate World Health Day. 
This year the Day has as its theme 
" Health for All by the Year 2000"- the 

. great goal which WHO and its Members 
have set themselves over the next two 
decades. And although they have collec
tively resolved to put special emphasis on 
the developing countries in their global 
strategy, all countries- including devel
oped ones- can expect to benefit from 
this endeavour. All countries, for in
stance, have had their annual contribu
tion to WHO repaid many times over as a 
result of the WHO programmes on small
pox eradication and on tuberculosis 

control alone. The global strategy 
commits WHO to fostering and sup
porting national self-reliance in health 
development. , 

On these pages, we have tried to con
vey an impression of the scale of the 
problems, and of the solutions, which 
underpin WHO's advocacy of Primary 
Health Care as the means to attain 
health for all. You will not find hospitals, 
operating theatres or even doctors in 
these pictures. This is not because WHO 
disapproves of doctors or hospitals. But 
in the developed countries and in parts of 
the big cities of the Third World, doctors 
and high-technology medical equipment 
are already taken for granted . For many 

millions of people elsewhere, even the 
most rudimentary services simply are 
not available . 

These are the people for whom the 
community health worker must be 
trained, whose needs must be met during 
the current International Drinking Wa
ter Supply and Sanitation Decade, whose 
disabled call for special attention during 
1981 , the International Year of Disabled 
Persons, who have to be protected by im
munization and treated for such diseases 
as leprosy, and who require health edu
cation and advice on nutrition , breast
feeding, and maternal and child care. 
Every effort in these directions takes us 
all a step nearer towards health for all. • 


