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Good health underpins almost every-
thing that people want – to be free of 
illness, to escape poverty and hunger, 
to work to secure independence, to 
gain fulfilment through education and 
learning, to be treated fairly and without 
discrimination, and to live in a safe envi-
ronment. Good health is a precondition 
for, an outcome and measure of, sustain-
able development.1 The United Nations 
2030 agenda for sustainable development 
embraces these aspirations.2 The sustain-
able development goals (SDGs)3 are the 
objectives of a programme that aims to 
be a comprehensive blueprint for human 
development.

In pursuing that aim, the 2030 
agenda makes a different proposition 
from its predecessor, the United Na-
tions Millennium Project (2000–15)4. 
The Millennium Project targeted major 
causes of illness and death in low-
income countries and the millennium 
development goals (MDGs) focused on 
child and maternal mortality and major 
communicable diseases.5 In contrast, 
the sustainable development agenda 
recognizes that opportunities to improve 
health can be found not only in specific 
health interventions (principally in SDG 
3), but also through social justice (SDGs 
4, 5, 10, 16–17),6 environmental protec-
tion (SDGs 2, 6, 7, 11–15),6 and shared 
prosperity (SDGs 1, 8, 9).6 These three 
pillars of sustainable development are 
seen as integrated and indivisible. The 
2030 agenda is not merely another pro-
posal for mitigating causes of death; it 
is a vision for a better way of life. More 
explicitly than before, health is seen as a 
“state of complete physical, mental and 
social well-being.”7

The 2030 agenda recognizes that the 
many drivers of good health are interde-
pendent; that they are part of a system 
that crosses the conceptual boundaries 
between professional disciplines and the 
administrative limits of government de-
partments. Thus, the provision of health 
services and financial protection, the 

two essential ingredients of universal 
health coverage,8 stimulates innovation 
and contributes to employment and 
economic growth. Good health can 
alleviate poverty by improving people’s 
capacity to learn and work. By encourag-
ing action across different segments of 
society the SDGs should stimulate the 
discovery of ways to confront today’s 
major challenges to health, including 
ageing and disabilities, non-communi-
cable diseases, antimicrobial resistance, 
epidemics and health security, climate 
change, environmental degradation and 
pollution, sustainable financing, health 
inequities, migration, urbanization and 
rural poverty.

The 2030 agenda is not a finished 
roadmap for development; rather, it is 
a set of propositions that must be field-
tested. Some ideas about how to improve 
health by modifying social, economic 
and environmental determinants will 
succeed; others will fail. In the spirit of 
critical evaluation, a theme issue of the 
Bulletin will examine whether and how 
the SDGs can serve not just as a checklist 
of familiar public health aims, but also as 
a stimulus to discover new and practical 
ways of accelerating gains in health.

We welcome papers on a diversity 
of topics related to health in sustainable 
development.9 Studies on intersec-
toral action by multiple stakeholders, 
including multidisciplinary research, 
Health in All Policies, One Health (at 
the interface between human and ani-
mal populations and the environment), 
integrated vector control and the role 
of civil society are of interest. Health 
systems strengthening for universal 
health coverage, including evaluations 
of people-centred10 health systems and 
ways in which major communicable 
disease control programmes are contrib-
uting to health systems development are 
within scope. Also welcomed for this is-
sue is work on equity, ethics, fairness and 
human rights as core values.11 Linked 
to universal coverage, we encourage 

submissions on sustainable financing 
for health, considering new sources of 
funding, especially domestic finance 
in low- and middle-income countries, 
including through increased taxes on 
tobacco, alcohol and sugary drinks, 
but also co-financing of health with 
other sectors eg. agriculture, energy, 
transport, education, environment and/
or industry. We would like to receive 
studies that evaluate the contribution 
made to other SDG targets by progress 
on four means of implementation for 
SDG 3 – the Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (FCTC), vaccines 
and immunization, access to medicines, 
health financing and preparedness for 
global health crises.

Scientific research and innovation 
are an integral part of sustainable devel-
opment. We therefore encourage descrip-
tions of research priorities and trends, 
research and development, operational 
and implementation research, monitoring 
and evaluation in all aspects of health, and 
new methods and technologies to man-
age large volumes of data. Of particular 
interest are disaggregated data sets that 
make it possible to ascertain the needs of 
all individuals regardless of their race, re-
ligion, ethnicity, or geographical location. 

The deadline for submissions is 1 
February 2018. Manuscripts should be 
submitted in accordance with the Bul-
letin’s Guidelines for contributors (http://
submit.bwho.org), and the cover letter 
should mention this call for papers. ■

How can the sustainable development goals improve global health? 
Call for papers 
Christopher Dyea & Shambhu Acharyab

References
Available at: http://www.who.int/bulletin/vol-
umes/95/10/17-202358

a Department of Strategy, Policy & Information, World Health Organization, World Health Organization, avenue Appia 20, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland.
b Department of Country Cooperation and Collaboration with the UN System, World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
Correspondence to Christopher Dye (email: dyec@who.int).

Editorials

http://submit.bwho.org
http://submit.bwho.org


Editorials

666ABull World Health Organ 2017;95:666–666A | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.17.202358

References
1. Resolution A/RES/66/288. The future we want. In: Sixty-sixth United Nations 

General Assembly, New York, 11 September 2012. New York: United 
Nations; 2012. Available from: (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.
asp?symbol=A/RES/66/288&Lang=E) [cited 2017 Sep 11].

2. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
New York: United Nations; 2015.

3. Sustainable development goals. Geneva: United Nations Development 
Programme; 2015.

4. United Nations Millenium project. Available from: http://www.un.org/
millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml [cited 2017 Sep 12].

5. Millennium development goals and indicators [Internet]. New York: United 
Nations; 2008. Available from: https://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?C
ontent=Indicators%2FOfficialList.htm%20 [cited 2017 Sep 11].

6. Resolution A/RES/70/1. Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda 
for sustainable development. In: Seventieth United Nations General 
Assembly, New York, 21 October 2015. New York: United Nations; 2015 
Available from: (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/
RES/70/1&Lang=E) [cited 2017 Sep 11].

7. Constitution of the World Health Organization. Geneva: World Health 
Organization; 1948.

8. Universal health coverage. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2017. 
Available from: www.who.int/universal_health_coverage/en/. [cited 2017 
Aug 23].

9. Progress in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Report by the Secretariat. In: Seventieth World Health 
Assembly, Geneva, 8 May 2017. Geneva: World Health Organization; 
2017. Available from: EB140/32; http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/
WHA70/A70_35-en.pdf [cited 2017 Feb 20].

10. People at the centre of care. Manila: World Health Organization Western 
Pacific Regional Office; 2017. Available from: http://www.wpro.who.int/
health_services/people_at_the_centre_of_care/definition/en/ [cited 2017 
Aug 23].

11. Leaving no one behind: equity, gender and human rights policy to practice. 
Geneva: World Health Organization; 2017. Available from: http://www.who.
int/gender-equity-rights/events/policy-to-practice/en/ [cited 2017 Aug 24].

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/66/288&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/66/288&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
https://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Indicators%2FOfficialList.htm%20
https://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Indicators%2FOfficialList.htm%20
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://www.who.int/universal_health_coverage/en/
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_35-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_35-en.pdf
http://www.wpro.who.int/health_services/people_at_the_centre_of_care/definition/en/
http://www.wpro.who.int/health_services/people_at_the_centre_of_care/definition/en/
http://www.who.int/gender-equity-rights/events/policy-to-practice/en/
http://www.who.int/gender-equity-rights/events/policy-to-practice/en/

