
EDITORIAL

. . . To assist in developing an informed public opinion among
all peoples on matters of health -that is one of the many tasks
assigned to the World Health Organization by the International
Conference which was convened at New York on 19 June 1946 by the
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations to lay the
foundations for a single international health organization.

There can be no doubt that, along with the other sources of
information opened up for modern man by scientific progress, the
publication and circulation of reviews and periodicals must contribute
to a large extent towards the attainment of this objective, Hence
the Interim Commission, from the very beginning of its transitory
existence, without awaiting the definitive creation of the World
Health Organization, did not hesitate to draw up a programme of
medical publications and to proceed to carry it out. Charged as it
was with undertaking the transfer of the responsibilities and activities
of earlier international bodies- the Office international d'Hygiene
publique, the Health Organization of the League of Nations and the
Health Division of UNRRA- to the future specialized agency of
the United Nations, the Interim Commission was forced to reconcile
its wish to establish the appropriate technical contacts with the
medical profession, with the necessity of fulfilling the statutory
obligations it had inherited, of husbanding its resources and of
avoiding false starts liable to mortgage too heavily the future.

Some of the publications which originated in this way have
already appeared; and the one intended more especially for the
medical profession is the Bulletin of the World Health Organization.

Its title designedly recalls that of its two predecessors: the
Bulletin mensuel de l'Office international d'Hygiene publique and the
Bulletin of the League of Nations Health Organization, which for many
years diffused throughout the world the results of international
co-operation. Like these, the Bulletin of the World Health Organiz-
ation will reflect all the scientific activities of the new agency. The
Bulletin will bring to the knowledge of Governments, health adminis-
trations, practitioners, public health specialists and research workers
all over the world, communications submitted by the representatives



of the Member States during the sessions of the World Health
Assembly and of the Executive Council; official reports from the
Expert Committees, and original articles by experts and specialists
attached to the Organization. But this is only a broad general
outline which must in no way be taken to predetermine the final
character of the Bulletin.

The compass of all these activities cannot be exactly defined,
since the World Health Organization will have to be conversant with
all "medical, psychological and related knowledge" capable of
helping towards the attainment by all human beings of a standard
of health characterized not merely by "the absence of disease or
infirmity" but also by a "state of complete physical, moral and social
well-being". The universal character of the new health Organization-
which distinguishes it fundamentally from the international bodies
that preceded it- warrants the assertion even at this stage that all
doctors will find in this publication the most solidly documented and
authoritative summing-up of the individual problems that make
up the substance of their daily work.

For budgetary reasons, to which we have already referred, the
Bulletin will, for the time being, appear only in the two working
languages of the United Nations. But there is reason to hope that
it will subsequently be possible to publish it in other languages,
so as to give it a still wider circulation. In this way, it will become
a truly international tool for doctors and practitioners throughout
the world. It will make its contribution towards the achievement
of the aim of the World Health Organization, "the attainment by all
peoples of the highest possible level of health", and will, moreover,
be a medium for the forging of strong intellectual links between
its readers. The Bulletin thus will enable the World Health Organiz-
ation to play no mean role in the establishment of peaceful and
harmonious international relationships, the ultimate aim of the
United Nations.


