
APPENDIX 2

DIFFERENCES IN RORSCHACH RESPONSES BETWEEN INSTITUTION
CHILDREN AND OTHERS

So far as is known only two workers have done systematic work with
institution children using the Rorschach test-Loosli-Usteri in Geneva in
the late 1920s, and Goldfarb in New York during the past decade.

Goldfarb's work 64 was undertaken on the same sample of children
as that for which results in respect of other tests are presented in tables VI
and VII. This consisted of 15 pairs of children who at the time of the
examination ranged in age from 10 to 14 years. One group of 15 was in
the institution from about 6 months of age to 39 years ; the other group
had not had this experience. He found that the institution children did
not differ from the controls in the number or location of the responses
or in the main determinants (with the exception of C), which means that
the quantity of output and the attempted methods of organizing perceptions

TABLE XX. DIFFERENCES IN RORSCHACH RESPONSES BETWEEN CHILDREN
WHO HAD SPENT THEIR FIRST THREE YEARS

IN AN INSTITUTION AND CONTROLS WHO HAD NOT (GOLDFARB)

Results

Significance Classification Result
of response of response eInst- control

tution gop P
groupgru

Loose perceptions W- Mean percentage 47 19 < .05
poorly seen, arbi- F -1- scores 43 75 < .01
trary responses 0 - 91 20 < .01

Confabulations and Presence of DW Number of children 7 0 < .01
poor organi7ation showing responses

Beck's Z score 10 4 < .05
below 20

Lack of control over At least one C " " 3 0 < .05
emotional responses

CF + C > FC " " 5 1 < .02

Diminished drive to Less than three " " 10 3 < .01
social conformity popular responses|

Original responses Mean percentage 24 13 <.1
scores

Note :Total number of children in each group is 15.
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were similar. The two groups were also similar in their tendency to see
movement, and animal and human percepts, and in their use of shading.

The two groups differed markedly, however, in the quality of their
responses. For instance, while attempting similar perceptions, the institu-
tion children's responses were much less accurate and tended to have less
relation to the blots. They tended to be poorly organized and often con-
fabulated so that an idea suggested by one part of the blot would be
extended arbitrarily to the whole, the resulting percept having little relation
to the actual stimulus. A preponderance of pure colour responses-that
is, responses determined solely by colour without being organized into
any form, e.g., blood-demonstrated the poorer emotional control of the
institution children. Moreover they showed few of the popular responses
(i.e., those given by the majority of subjects) and a greater number of
original ones, though the latter were poorly seen. This indicates that they
were less in touch with reality and with popular modes of thought, and may
also suggest a lack of social conformity. Most of these differences are
summarized in table XX.

Goldfarb 68 also compared the institution children with schizophrenics
of the same age. Rorschach responses were remarkably similar in many
respects, the most evident difference being the relative absence of anxiety
in the institution children and its presence to a profound degree in the
schizophrenics.

Loosli-Usteri's work 94 was undertaken much earlier than Goldfarb's
when different methods of Rorschach scoring were in use. The data pre-
sented are different and items which Goldfarb found to show significant
differences were not used in the analysis. Moreover, the sample studied
was different in respect of the children's institution experiences ; all the
children were actually in the institution when studied, in contrast to
Goldfarb's who were in foster-homes, and many had probably not spent
their first three years in the institution as Goldfarb's had. The results
of tests of the statistical significance of differences are not given. As a
result, comparisons are not easily made, though several of Loosli-Usteri's
findings appear to confirm Goldfarb's.

She compared a group of 21 boys aged 10 to 13 years from an institu-
tion in Geneva (length of time in the institution unstated) with 63 primary
schoolboys ofthe same city who were living with their families. Like Goldfarb,
she found that many of the institution children showed poor abstract
ability-" their mode of thought is infantile and autistic ". She also found
that there was an inverse relation between this feature and the presence
of neurotic symptoms. The institution children were much more intro-
verted than the controls, lacked emotional response, and tended to be
depressed. They also showed a lower number of ' popular ' responses.
In these respects the results confirm or are concordant with Goldfarb's.
However, she did not find a lowered emotional control, while positive
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findings not mentioned by Goldfarb were a marked tendency to contra-
suggestibility and a tendency of institution children with neurotic symptoms
to refuse to give responses.

From this it may be inferred that Loosli-Usteri's sample was hetero-
geneous in regard to institutional experience and that, while some of the
children had been in the institution during their early years and had
developed along psychopathic lines, others had entered the institution
later and had developed reactions of a more neurotic kind. Nothing in
Loosli-Usteri's data contradicts Goldfarb's conclusions. Her findings
are some of the earliest to call attention to the high incidence of psychiatric
disturbance among children in institutions.


