
CRUDE PLANT DRUGS

This is a very interesting group of materials
(Table XX) that pose some difficult problems. In
most instances neither the animal nor the human
pharmacology of the crude drugs has been well
characterized. Many of them are used in religious
rites by primitive peoples. Their effects can in
several cases be attributed to the most potent drug
that they are known to contain.
Anhalonium lewinii (S 242) or peyote contains

mescaline and is used in sacramental fashion in the
rites of the Native American Church. Even though
peyote causes more nausea and vomiting than
mescaline or LSD, a small illegal traffic in it has
developed which is entirely unrelated to its religious
use. It is a hallucinogen and has at least moderate
potential for producing dependence. Psilocybe
mexicana (S 248) is a small mushroom found in
Mexico, which contains psilocybine and psilocin.
It is used in religious and therapeutic rituals by
Mexican Indians. It is hallucinogenic and illicit use
and traffic in the mushroom has occurred. Like
peyote, it must be judged to have definite dependence
potential.
The bark, seeds and pods of several trees, Anaden-

anthera peregrina (S 241), Mimosa hostilis and Virola
calophylla, are ground and used as snuff by Indians
in South America and the Caribbean Islands.
These materials contain principally dimethyl-
tryptamine and congeners of dimethyltryptamine.
No illicit traffic in these materials has yet occurred
but they must be regarded as having some depen-
dence potential if available.

Less is known about Banisteropsis caapi (S 244),
Amanita muscaria (S 243) and Tabernanthe iboga
(S 249) but all have been described as being hallucino-
genic. No rating of dependence potential can be
made.

Myristica fragrans (S 246) or nutmeg, is some-
times used as an intoxicant, but nutmeg seems to be
only weakly hallucinogenic (if at all). Rather,
nutmeg seems to cause primarily an unpleasant kind
of drunkenness. The spice is abused most frequently
by prisoners since it is relatively easy to obtain.
Its abuse potential, in view of its great availability,
must be rated as quite low. Piper methysticum
(S 247) or kava, is used ritualistically by Polynesians
in the South Pacific. The intoxication has not been

well characterized but appears to be mild. Its
dependence potential is low.
The seeds of the morning-glories, Rivea corymbosa

and Ipomea violacea (S 250), contain compounds
that are congeners of LSD but that are not truly
hallucinogenic 407, 419 Many other varieties of mom-
ing-glory contain varying amounts of these drugs.
The seeds are used ritualistically by Mexican Indians.
Eating morning-glory seeds became popular for a
time in the USA but the practice has spontaneously
died out because of the low activity and unpleasant
side-effects. The dependence potential of morning-
glory seeds is regarded as being very low.
Datura stramonium (S 245) contains belladonna

alkaloids and belongs to the group of anticholinergic
hallucinogens. Datura has no or very low depen-
dence potential because of the unpleasantness of its
effects. It is sometimes used to adulterate Cannabis.
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