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The Regional Committee, 

Acknowledging that the Seventieth World Health Assembly in May 2017 approved the 

WHO Programme Budget 2018–2019 as the primary instrument to express the planned 

scope of technical work of the Organization, along with planned Budgetary allocation, 

Noting that the approved WHO Programme Budget 2018–2019 in its integrated form is 

based on the needs-based, bottom-up process involving Member States, in response to their 

requests to identify priorities for technical cooperation at the country level and aligning these 

with the regional and global commitments, 

Noting that Outbreak and Crisis Response and scalable operations are subject to the 

event-driven nature of the activities concerned and, as such, are not included in the 

Programme Budget 2018–2019, 

Further noting the approval of a 3% increase in Assessed Contributions in the WHO 

Programme Budget 2018–2019, 

Also noting the Director-General’s Priority Focus Areas, i.e., Health for All; Health 

Emergencies; Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health; Health Impacts of Climate and 

Environmental Change; and A Transformed WHO, and finding these in broad consonance 

with the Regional Flagship Priority Areas, 

Reaffirming the authorization by the World Health Assembly for the Director-General to 

make Budget transfers among the six Categories, up to an amount not exceeding 5% of the 

amount allocated to the Category from which the transfer is made, 

 

 



Noting that the South-East Asia Region has received a Programme Budget increase of 

US$ 2 million in the Base Budget, even after the application of Strategic Budget Space 

Allocation (SBSA) methodology, and that the budgetary increase is mainly due to an increase 

in the new Health Emergencies Programme, the Antimicrobial Resistance and 

Noncommunicable Disease (NCD) programmes, 

Recognizing that the budget for polio-related activities in the Region has dropped by 

US$ 21.5 million and for Promoting health through the life course, Health Systems and 

Corporate services/enabling functions, by US$ 5.5, US$3.4 and US$ 1.9 million respectively. 

Reaffirming that emergencies remain a concern in the South-East Asia Region and that 

the South-East Asia Region Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF) is vital in providing 

immediate financial support during emergencies requiring health sector response, 

Endorsing the report and the recommendations of the Tenth Meeting of the 

Subcommittee on Policy and Programme Development and Management, 

1. URGES Member States: 

(a) to further collaborate on technical work of national and regional importance, for 

improved management and optimum utilization of available Programme Budget 

resources, and 

(b) to strengthen collaborative programme management capacities with the 

objective of improving the efficiency and effectiveness of WHO’s programme 

implementation; and 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

(a) to allocate the approved Budget to the Budget Centres while retaining a 5% 

reserve to be distributed during the biennium based on needs and 

implementation status of WHO country offices, 

(b) to ensure efficient management of the Budget of the Region, through 

appropriate consultations with Member States, in the light of the Budget 

allocation, in a manner that aligns the Budget with priority programme areas as 

reflected by Member States in the Region, 

(c) to support mobilization of Voluntary Contributions, especially to countries and 

programmes that have been unable to achieve full funding of their workplans, 

and 

(d) to continue efforts, in consultation with Member States, to develop programme 

management, monitoring and evaluation capacities in Member States with the 

objective of improving the efficiency and effectiveness of programme 

implementation. 
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