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Other information 

Venue  Conference Hall, Regional Office for the Western Pacific  

Distribution of 
documents 

Representatives are kindly requested to collect daily their 
documents, messages and invitations at their designated mailboxes. 

 

Rapporteurs 
meeting 

The meeting will be held daily following the afternoon session at 
17:15 in Room 403 (Emergency Operations Centre). 

 

Internet access The Regional Office has an Internet lounge along the corridor next to 
Room 212, adjacent to the Conference Hall on the second level. 

 

WHO publications Publications related to the agenda of the Regional Committee are on 
display in the conference lounge and bookshop. A digital 
publications catalogue is contained on a USB digital flash drive 
provided to all representatives. 

 

Security Please ensure your ID card is displayed at all times while inside the 
WHO premises. 

Kindly contact the WHO Conference and Administrative Services 
Officer, Ms Nguyen Thi Minh Ly, should you have any concerns at 
+63 2 528-9608 (landline) or +63 920-963-5457 (mobile). 

There is a no smoking policy on the WHO premises.  Likewise, 
smoking is prohibited in public areas in Metro Manila. 
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I. PROGRAMME OF WORK 

Agenda items  09:00–12:00  

13 

 

14 

 

Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases and  
Public Health Emergencies 

 

WPR/RC67/8 

 

WPR/RC67/9 

 

Agenda items 14:00–17:30  

15 

 

 

 

Progress reports on technical programmes: Part 1 

15.1 HIV and sexually transmitted infections 

15.2 Expanded Programme on Immunization 

15.3 Disability prevention and rehabilitation including blindness 

WPR/RC67/10 

 

 

 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019 WPR/RC67/Conference Paper No. 1 
Dengue WPR/RC67/Conference Paper No. 2 
Environment health WPR/RC67/Conference Paper No. 3 
Malaria WPR/RC67/Conference Paper No. 4 

Please Note: Draft resolutions (also known as Conference Papers) were distributed this morning.      
Any amendments should be submitted in writing to the Enquiry Desk using specific language.             
The Conference Papers will be considered for adoption after the morning coffee break. 
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II. REPORT OF MEETINGS (TUESDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2016) 

Third meeting 

Chairperson: Honourable Datuk Seri Dr S. Subramaniam, Minister of Health, Malaysia 

Item 4. Address by the incoming Chairperson 

The incoming Chairperson thanked the Regional Committee for the opportunity 
to chair the sixty-seventh session. He provided a brief introduction of the main 
items on the Regional Committee agenda and called on Member States to 
continue to work together to meet those challenges and other issues facing the 
Western Pacific Region 

Item 9. Proposed programme budget 2018–2019 

The Director, Programme Management, introduced document WPR/RC67/4, 
presenting the Organization-wide draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019. 
It will be the third and final biennial budget under the 12th General Programme of 
Work 2014–2019. He said the draft Proposed Programme Budget is being 
developed in four phases. The first phase, which led to the version the Regional 
Committee has before it, involved bottom-up consultations on country priorities and 
their consolidation at the global level by categories and programme areas, along 
with cost estimates. The second phase will involve a refinement of the draft 
budget, based on the comments by all six regional committees, for presentation to 
the Executive Board in January 2017. The third phase will consist of further 
refinements to prepare the draft budget for consideration by the World Health 
Assembly. The final phase, following approval by the Health Assembly, will be 
operationalization of the budget, with implementation to begin in January 2018.  

The Assistant Director-General for General Management was asked to present an 
overview of the draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019. He pointed out the 
main similarities and main differences with the Programme Budget 2016–2017, the 
emphasis of the draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019, and the rationale 
for the increases in allocations for the new Health Emergencies Programme, 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), polio eradication and research in human 
reproduction. He also presented the proposed budget for the next biennium by 
category and major office.   

Regarding the financing dialogue, the Assistant Director-General for General 
Management, said that this has led to improved predictability but no significant 
improvement in funding flexibility and sustainability. He also mentioned that while 
the overall budget increased from 1990, there was no assessed contribution 
increase in the last decade.  The assessed contributions share of financing of the 
total budget has fallen below 30%. This is why the Director-General, in her letter of 
19 July 2016 to Member States, has proposed an increase in assessed 
contributions.  

In closing the Assistant Director-General for General Management said that next 
steps should include refinements that are based on feedback on the overall 
directions from the Regional Committee, and reflect further considerations on the 
implications of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Health 
Emergencies Programme. He said that the updated draft will be presented to the 
Executive Board in January 2017 and the final draft to the World Health Assembly 
in May 2017.  Detailed plans for human resources and activities will be finalized in 
June 2017 following approval of the draft Proposed Programme Budget 
2018-2019. 
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The Director, Programme Management, requested the Regional Committee to 
review and discuss the priorities, results and deliverables for the work of the 
Organization in the draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019. 

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Australia, the Republic of Korea, the Philippines, China, Japan, 
New Zealand, the United States of America and Tonga, 
 
The Assistant Director-General for General Management said he appreciated 
Member States' open and frank approach to constructive dialogue on the 
programme budget.  

He said flexible funds allowed the Organization to maintain successful 
programmes and use resources more strategically in Programme Budget 
2014–2015, keeping all programme areas operational throughout the biennium; 
whereas; there were some concerns with the financing of the Programme Budget 
2016–2017 because of declining flexible funds and voluntary contributions.  He 
said WHO needs flexibility, especially when making adjustment due to declining 
resources. 

He said he is optimistic about Programme Budget 2018–2019 because he trusts 
that Member States see increased funding as a cost-effective investment in global 
public health.  He said that WHO, in turn, must show Member States a strong 
return on their investments. 

He said the reform agenda has helped build trust between Member States and 
WHO. He added that transparency, cost-effectiveness/savings and clearly 
communicating expected results are key to assuring Member States of the value of 
increased assessed contributions for WHO. He said that increasing assessed 
contributions and flexible funds would allow WHO to avoid disruption of important 
technical work. 

He said that the new Health Emergencies Programme, which accounts for the 
majority of the budget increase, is a cost-effective approach compared to what a 
comparable programme would cost to mount as a separate entity outside of WHO. 
He added that this increased investment should happen at the country level, a 
focus that has been strong in the Western Pacific Region. He said the budget 
discussion will be refined at every step, starting with input from the regional 
committees for the Executive Board in January 2017.  

The Director, Programme Management, responded to Member State questions 
regarding the budget allocation on AMR in the Western Pacific Region. He said the 
figure is misleading because it only shows resources for surveillance; whereas, the 
work to combat AMR is comprehensive under the divisions of Health Sector 
Development and Communicable Diseases. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on the 
draft Proposed Programme Budget 2018–2019, for consideration by the Regional 
Committee. 

Item 10. Dengue 

The Regional Director introduced document WPR/RC67/5 on dengue, noting that 
dengue had reached a crisis point in the Western Pacific Region, despite the 
best efforts of the Member States, WHO and partners. He said the Region had 
not met targets established in 2008 when the fifty-ninth session of the Regional 
Committee endorsed the Dengue Strategic Plan for the Asia Pacific Region 
(2008-2015). 
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He acknowledged the challenges of having an incomplete understanding of the 
disease and limited tools and resources to contain and control it. He said 
communities and individuals need to understand that simple changes in 
behaviour make a huge difference, such as keeping a cleaner environment, 
covering standing water and seeking treatment early. 

The Regional Director said that before dengue can be controlled, its pace of 
expansion must be slowed, greater investment must be made in the development 
of new vaccines and other tools, and more effective vector-control methods must 
be employed. These efforts will also help control other viruses carried by the 
evasive Aedes mosquito, such as Zika and chikungunya. 

In closing he urged Member States to endorse the draft Western Pacific Regional 
Action Plan for Dengue Prevention and Control (2016) and implement its priority 
actions. He also said that Member States must develop or strengthen national 
action plans as part of the Region-wide response.   

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Australia, 
China, the United States of America, Brunei Darussalam, Japan, New Zealand, 
Cambodia, Samoa, France. Hong Kong SAR (China) and Viet Nam. 

The Director, Communicable Diseases, thanked Member States for their 
contributions and input to the regional strategy.  He said dengue presents many 
challenges, starting with the nature of the mosquito that transmits the disease 
being perfectly designed to live in cities with people.  

He said innovations in vector control offered promise but should be proven to be 
robust and cost-effective before being implemented.  It is more effective to deal 
with vectors before an outbreak, he said, but this can be challenging because 
encouraging community engagement, a necessary component, is often easier 
during outbreaks because of heightened public concern. 

He said Member States, technical experts and WHO took a hard look at the 
results of the previous strategy to guide development of the new strategy.  He 
said Member States should continue to share practical success stories, like that 
of Queensland, Australia. 

He said that dengue is an important issue, even for those countries currently 
without Aedes mosquitoes.  As the example of New Zealand shows, he said, 
such countries need to have acute surveillance to detect and respond to 
incursions of Aedes. 

He said that historically public health and urban planning went hand-in-hand, and 
that ensuring strong collaboration between these fields was important for dengue 
and a range of other health issues. 

The Regional Emergency Director said many Member States are looking at new 
approaches to manage dengue, including generic approaches such as integrated 
vector management, risk communications and other forms of community 
engagement. These capacities are also applicable to the fight against other 
vector-borne diseases, such as chikungunya and Zika. 

She said Pacific island countries and areas face unique challenges, especially 
logistical difficulties in shipping specimens for analysis. With regard to clinical 
guidelines for dengue case management, she said new information about clinical 
manifestations from Member States is important to inform possible future 
revisions of the guidelines, when necessary. 
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The Regional Emergency Director fully agreed that regional surveillance and 
information-sharing are critical in addressing emerging diseases, including for 
risk assessments and monitoring results. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on 
Dengue, for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

 

Fourth meeting 

Panel Discussion: Environmental health 

Facilitator:              Dr Wilfried Kreisel, former Executive Director 
                                Health and the Environment, WHO headquarters  

 
The facilitator led the panel discussion on Environmental health. He said the 
discussion would provide an overview of emerging and established evidence on 
health and the environment, including the impact of climate change. He said the 
discussion also would provide the scientific context and rationale for the draft 
regional action plan, which would be taken up in the plenary session.  

The facilitator introduced the presenters and topics presented: 

Professor Yun-Chui Hong, Professor and Director, Institute of Environmental 
Medicine, Seoul National University, presented "How the Environment Affects the 
Evolution of Disease". 

Professor Peng Gong, Director of the Center for Earth System Science, Tsinghua 
University, China, presented "Our Changing Planet". 

Ms Catarina de Albuquerque, Executive Chair, Sanitation and Water for All, 
presented "Health, Environment and the Sustainable Development Goals". 

Dr Nicholas Watts, Executive Director of Lancet Countdown to 2030: Global 
Health and Climate Change, presented "Countdown to 2030: Global Health and 
Climate Change". 

Dr Kreisel presented a summary of the four presentations before opening the 
floor for further discussion by the representatives.  

Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): the Philippines, Tuvalu, France, the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Brunei Darussalam and Cambodia. 

Item 12. Environmental health 

The Regional Director expressed his appreciation to Dr Kreisel and his fellow 
panellists for their presentations. He said they had made a clear case that we 
must act urgently to protect our planet and our people.  

The Regional Director also recalled last week’s Regional Forum on Environment 
and Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries, which he said provided a 
unique opportunity for multisectoral discussion and advocacy by high-level 
officials. He also cited the SDGs, which he said provide a mandate for the 
international community to address environmental and health risk factors. The 
SDGs, he said, underpin the basic approach of the draft framework on health and 
the environment that the Regional Committee is considering for endorsement.  

The Regional Director said the draft framework, developed through intensive 
consultations with Member States, regional and global technical experts, and 
other partners, is intended to guide countries to ensure that development does 
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not compromise the ecosystem on which our health and well-being rely. He 
further said that the draft regional framework articulates the health sector’s role 
and the need for multisectoral action to save a rapidly changing planet. It 
presents policy options and actions that Member States may consider, he said, 
as they work towards a healthier and more environmentally sound future. 

 
Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States 
(in order): Viet Nam, the United States of America, Australia, China, Mongolia, 
Hong Kong SAR (China), Malaysia, the Republic of Korea and Samoa. 

The Director, NCD and Health through the Life-Course, thanked Member States 
for sharing their common experiences of frequent and extreme weather events. 

She said the Western Pacific Regional Framework for Action on Health and 
Environment on a Changing Planet was developed over one and a half years of 
extensive consultations with Member States, experts and partners.  She thanked 
Member States for their strong support during that long journey. 

She said all of the comments of Member States would be taken into account in the 
framework, noting in particular the additional mention of environmental disasters 
suggested by Viet Nam and the alignment of the language of the framework with 
that of the Paris Agreement, as suggested by the United States of America and 
supported by Australia.  

In response to a question on how this area of work links to the new WHO Health 
Emergencies Programme, she said WHO already provides support on water, 
sanitation and hygiene, waste management, and green and resilient health-care 
facilities in emergencies. She said this collaboration will continue.  

The Director, NCD and Health through the Life-Course, also noted the strong call 
for capacity-building by Member States. She said one innovation proposed by the 
new framework is a mechanism to inform ministries of health about potential 
environment funding sources to address resilience.  

The Regional Director, in response to Member State interventions, described the 
evolution of the Regional Forum on the Environment and Health and said further 
consideration would be needed to determine how to best align its work with that of 
the Regional Committee. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on 
Environmental health, for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

Item 11. Malaria 

 
The Director, Programme Management, presented document WPR/RC67/6 on 
the response to malaria in the Western Pacific Region. He said that malaria 
remains a major public health problem in the Region despite Member State 
efforts to decrease the number of malaria cases and malaria-related deaths in the 
Region. 

The Director, Programme Management, mentioned the launch of the Strategy for 
Malaria Elimination in the Greater Mekong Subregion 2015–2030 by the Regional 
Director at the May 2015 World Health Assembly, the 10th East Asia Summit 
where a road map for malaria was agreed upon, the commitment by the Asia 
Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance to create a malaria-free Asia Pacific Region by 
2030, and the Global Technical Strategy for Malaria 2016–2030. 

The Director, Programme Management, invited the Regional Committee to 
review and consider for endorsement the draft Regional Action Framework for 
Malaria in the Western Pacific 2016–2020.  
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Interventions were made by representatives of the following Member States (in 
order): Solomon Islands, Malaysia, Australia, China, Vanuatu, Cambodia, the 
Philippines, Japan, Hong Kong SAR (China), France, the United States of 
America, Viet Nam and the Republic of Korea. 

The Director, Communicable Diseases, congratulated Member States on their 
impressive progress against malaria in recent years, including reductions in cases 
and mortality. He said high-level support, partners and available tools have created 
a window of opportunity to achieve elimination.   

He said the best defence against artemisinin resistance in the Greater Mekong 
Subregion, for example, is elimination. He added that the closer Member States 
get to elimination, the more sensitive surveillance systems must be to detect cases 
and enable effective responses. He also emphasized the crucial importance of 
ensuring that all people can be reached by malaria services, including remote and 
mobile populations. 

The Chairperson requested the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution on 
Malaria, for consideration by the Regional Committee. 

III. OTHER WHO MEETINGS 

Wednesday, 12 October 2016 

12:45–13:45 

17:15 onwards 

Health security (Conference Hall) 

Private informal consultation with Member States (Conference Hall) 

Thursday, 13 October 2016 

12:45–13:45 WHO's work in countries (Conference Hall) 

IV. DIRECTOR-GENERAL CANDIDATE MEETINGS 

Wednesday, 12 October 2016 

08:00–08:45 

12:00–12:45 

Presentation: Dr Sania Nishtar (Room 210) 

Presentation: Dr Miklos Szocska (Room 210) 

Thursday, 13 October 2016 

12:00–12:45 

 

Presentation: Dr David Nabarro (Room 210) 

 

 


