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1. INTRODUCTION 

In celebration of World No Tobacco Day, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO) organized, jointly with Reuters 
Foundation and WHO headquarters, the first regional workshop on enhancing the role of the 
media in tobacco control at the Regional Office in Cairo from 31 May to 3 June 2001. 
Twenty-five media representatives took part from Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, 
Pakistan and Syrian Arab Republic. 

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

?? strengthen the tobacco control message among journalists and the media; 
?? develop new strategies for involvement of the media in tobacco control; and 
?? enhance the media’s understanding of issues related to tobacco. 

The format of the workshop featured speaker sessions to raise media awareness of 
developments in global, regional and national efforts to control tobacco usage, and working 
groups devoted to enhancing journalistic skills in addressing health issues. The agenda, 
programme and list of participants of the meeting are attached as Annexes 1, 2 and 3, 
respectively.  

Opening the meeting, Dr M.H. Khayat, Senior Policy Adviser, delivered a message on 
behalf of Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean. He 
said that the success of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), now under 
discussion by WHO Member States, depended largely on public acceptance and political 
commitment, and the media could be a most influential force in this process through adopting 
the right message. Diseases associated with tobacco use killed more than 4 million people 
every year, and in most countries of the Region the smoking rate had reached 50% among 
men and 10% among women. The situation among young people of both sexes was even 
more dangerous, he said. These terrifying figures were the consequence of direct and indirect 
tobacco promotional campaigns, and should ring loud alarm bells. If the situation continued, 
the Region would face a true disaster, entering the new century with a whole generation of 
disabled people. 

Technology now made it possible for all those involved in tobacco control to 
communicate easily and widely, and to set up networks to follow up tobacco control 
initiatives. The success of efforts to control tobacco at the regional level depended on rapid 
communication of pertinent resolutions and initiatives, to enable implementation on the 
widest possible scale. Because individual sources of information now depended largely on 
regional and national electronic and print media, their role was vital in addressing the tobacco 
epidemic and its impact on people’s daily lives, as well as on governments. The media, said 
Dr Gezairy, not only had a role but also a responsibility to address aspects of the tobacco 
epidemic, especially the activities of the tobacco industry, which were designed to undermine 
tobacco control efforts. 



WHO-EM/TFI/003/E/L  
Page 2 

 

The first volume of the regional report Voice of truth, which was released during the 
International Consultation on Litigation and Public Inquiry as Public Health Tools for 
Tobacco Control, had revealed the strategies and plans of multinational tobacco companies to 
target the Region, as shown by their own documents available on internet. In volume two of 
the same regional report, which was released in time for World No Tobacco Day, the tobacco 
industry was shown to have conspired to stop tobacco control efforts and ha d even attempted 
to influence public acceptance of the Islamic ruling on smoking, which declared smoking to 
be prohibited from a religious standpoint. The tobacco companies went further, even spying 
on decisions and initiatives of the Regional Office and other parties. Urgency was needed at 
regional and national levels to revise national plans and the steps needed to control tobacco, 
with a view to re-evaluating the situation in view of these new known facts on the activities of 
the industry.  

Now more than ever, public health workers should create alliances with all possible 
parties and identify new partners within civil society to help raise public health status and 
increase public awareness of tobacco use. Hand-in-hand with other parties, the media could 
create an environment where tobacco could be controlled, Dr Gezairy concluded.  

The proceedings began with a showing of a brief media spot for World No Tobacco 
Day. The spot theme was second-hand smoke and it emphasized the harmful effects of 
second-hand smoke on children and women. The spot was in both English and Arabic and, as 
explained by Dr Fatimah El-Awa, had been distributed to all Member States within the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

2. TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS 

2.1 Tobacco control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
Dr F. El-Awa, Acting Regional Adviser, Tobacco Free Initiative, EMRO 

Dr Fatimah El-Awa, presented a detailed illustrated review of the current situation 
regarding tobacco control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, against the background of the 
decision by the WHO Director -General to make the Tobacco Free Initiative a priority 
programme. 

Statistics demonstrate the spread of the smoking epidemic among men, women and 
children in countries of the Region. To combat this, effective legal action is needed against the 
activities of the tobacco companies. Such action might include litigation and public inquiries. 
Local action would be needed in line with international changes. The most successful policies 
in tobacco control contain: 

?? comprehensive legislation, including a comprehensive ban on advertising; 
?? development of the health system to integrate tobacco control including cessation into 

primary health care; 
?? economic interventions; 
?? public education; 
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?? multi-sectoral collaboration; 
?? regular surveys, studies a nd data collection. 

The regional plan of action for tobacco control which was adopted by the Regional 
Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean Region in 1999 to date produced the following 
changes: 

?? In Egypt, the First Lady adopted a plan of action 
?? Jordan and Morocco formed national committees for tobacco control 
?? Sudan is reviewing national legislation and the Republic of Yemen is developing such 

legislation 
?? In Oman, the court supported a ban on smoking shisha in public places, while in the 

Islamic Republic of Iran smoking was banned in public places. 

Dr El-Awa said challenges remained in the areas of forming new partnerships, gaining 
media support, making new uses of technology, targeting particular groups, raising resources 
and drawing up comprehensive polic ies. 

2.2 Tobacco and the media 
Mrs Mona Yassin, Technical Adviser, Information WHO/EMRO 

Mrs Mona Yassin explained that there had been a development in the media message on 
tobacco control. During the 1990s, that development was evident in covering more activities 
than the celebrations of the World No tobacco Day. More attention was given to medical 
studies and more coverage given to tobacco control related events. Details were of great 
interest to the media. That was clearly seen when the World Bank report Curbing the epidemic 
was translated and published in Arabic. The report was discussed in the press and details of 
the economic interventions needed to control tobacco were discussed in detail. 

The media attention to health issues has many aspects; it depends on how and when to 
release the information and also on who to release it to. Special training for technical people 
as well as for media people should take place to discuss these issues and to develop a strategy 
for improving communication in order to give health issues the attention needed to change the 
social norms and belief, which will only be achieved with full involvement of the media in 
conveying the message to the public. 

2.3 Addressing issues in the media 
Mr Peter Mosley, Reuters Foundation, London 

Mr Peter Mosley, consultant director of training programmes for the Reuters 
Foundation, part of the Reuters global news and information group, stressed that smoking and 
the conflict between health authorities and the tobacco industry was a major human interest 
news story. He urged reporters and editors present to study and dig into the disclosures about 
the activities of tobacco companies, and the proposed controls. It was the journalist’s task to 
make such developments easy for readers and viewers to understand, but it was up to them to 
choose whether to join in the anti-tobacco campaign or remain the “eye of the camera”. 
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The practical workshop for journalists which he would be conducting would encourage 
objective, accurate, balanced and attractive writing of the news. 

2.4 FCTC: A legal instrument for tobacco control 
Ms Chitra Subramaniam, Tobacco Free Initiative, WHO headquarters 

Ms Chitra Subramaniam gave a detailed presentation on the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC), which she described as a public health movement in itself. She 
showed a video, Marketing a deadly product, and said WHO was working with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on a study of tobacco supply, demand 
and trade. The more we know, the more there is to know, she said.  

It had taken only 18 months to reach a draft text of the FCTC, which was very fast, Ms 
Subramaniam said. But it was a huge challenge even to contain the number of smokers at the 
present 1.2 billion, let alone cut the total by the proposed 10%. 

Progress in tobacco control was not following a “North-South divide” although the 
tobacco companies liked to present it that way and claim that smoking bans would hurt 
producers in developing countries which had bigger health problems than smoking. In fact, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa were in the forefront of the global control campaign, Ms 
Subramaniam said. 

2.5 FCTC: the power of the process 
Ms Chitra Subramaniam, Tobacco Free Initiative, WHO headquarters 

In a second presentation, Ms Chitra Subramaniam gave a global perspective on the 
tobacco problem with statistics showing it to be the single most important cause of 
preventable disease, and a particular threat to low and middle income countries. She said the 
FCTC would represent an important component of a stable and integrated global regulatory 
environment for tobacco control. She listed some of the many activities now taking place at 
regional and global levels, including the United Nations, FAO and the World Bank, and said 
the technical foundation had been laid for WHO’s first treaty negotiations. Final results of a 
FAO study on tobacco supply, demand and trade, with special focus on economies dependent 
on tobacco, were expected by the end of this year. The FCTC was on schedule for approval at 
the Fifty-sixth World Health Assembly in 2003, and the task was to mobilize support for 
ratification and implementation. The FCTC was the only platform available to develop 
binding global standards on tobacco. The treaty could incorporate mechanisms to monitor the 
conduct of nations and hold them accountable to the global public. The treaty could also 
include provisions to strengthen the capacity of countries to implement tobacco control. 

2.6 Local experience  
Ms Azza El-Guindy, Channel 5 Television, Alexandria, Egypt 

Ms Azza El-Guindy, describing local programmes she had produced designed to raise 
awareness of the dangers of tobacco, said that a light touch was important. She had tried to get 
close to ordinary people on this subject, especially young people and parents. The  
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programmes had proved very popular and been repeated by public request. She showed 
videos of some of the programmes. She explained that Channel 5 had produced two 
programmes on tobacco control. The first one as described above was in the form of 
interviews, with experts in different fields of tobacco, and interviews later on with ordinarily 
people. The second programme interviewed celebrities and their experiences tobacco use and 
how they believe it harmed their health. That last programme carried a message that attracted 
the public. 

Not all programmes that deal with tobacco problems will be successful; it depends 
largely on how to reach the public in an appealing way that will carry the message and pass it 
on. The public are intelligent and direct messages no longer work, especially for the targeted 
groups such as youth. That was her conclusion. 

2.7 How cigarette companies induce women to smoke  
Dr Norbert Hirschhorn, Temporary Adviser, WHO/EMRO 

Dr Norbert Hirschhorn, of the University of Minnesota School of Public Health, 
Minneapolis, USA, used cigarette advertisements from around the world to show how women 
were targeted. For example, the message for women of the Third World conveyed by the 
Philip Morris “Find Your Voice” campaign for Virginia Slims was “be like your Western 
sister, be glamorous, be liberated, be slim, have a voice, smoke”. 

A newspaper advertisement from India for a brand called Just Black featured a teenage 
girl with a boyfriend on a motorcycle. The cigarettes were sold in packs of ten to make them 
more affordable. The statutory health warning was so small it could hardly be read. 

Dr Hirschhorn said that for young women it took only a month to become addicted, and 
the younger a woman was when she started, the harder it was to stop. More women now died 
from lung cancer than from breast cancer, he said. For hormonal reasons, women were more 
likely to get lung cancer from smoking than men, and with fewer years of smoking.  

Dr Hirschhorn cited a statement from an internal BAT (British American Tobacco) 
document of 1976, shortly before launch of the Capri brand, a slim cigarette targeted to 
women, which said: “Smoking behaviour of women differs from that of men… they find it 
harder to stop smoking… women are more neurotic than men and more likely to need smoke 
in stressful situations… there may be a case for launching a female oriented cigarette with 
relatively high doses of nicotine”. 

2.8 The tobacco industry secret documents 
Dr Norbert Hirschhorn, Temporary Adviser, WHO/EMRO 

In a second presentation, Dr Norbert Hirschhorn reviewed the progress in disclosing 
tobacco industry documents extending from the 1950s up to the present. Many reflected 
worldwide strategies. These allowed the public, the media and policy-makers to see what the 
industry knew in private as compared to what they said in public about: 
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?? the health effects of tobacco 
?? addiction to nicotine 
?? boosting the nicotine “kick”  
?? chemical additives 
?? the false promise of “light” cigarettes 
?? the effects of second-hand (passive) smoke  
?? marketing to women and children 
?? marketing to non-Western countries 
?? influencing governments 
?? influencing journalists 
?? using secretly paid “experts” 
?? using or creating special-interest front groups  
?? smuggling 
?? undermining the World Health Organization 

Dr Hirschhorn listed websites where such documents can be read, including 
www.tobaccoresolution.com, an industry website linking to others, and USA government and 
nongovernmental organizations’ sites. 

2.9 “Don’t be Duped – Tobacco Kills” 

2.9.1 The initiative 

“Don’t be Duped – Tobacco Kills” is a media advocacy initiative aimed at helping 
broadcast and print journalists to sift fact from fiction about the use, spread and promotion of 
tobacco. The initiative started globally during 2000 and at that time only three Member States 
of the Region participated. The number had increased to six Member States, five of which 
participating in this workshop: Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Pakistan and Syrian 
Arab Republic. 

Activities were undertaken in the Member States and reports were submitted to monitor 
and evaluate the efforts. 

2.9.2  “Don’t be Duped” in Egypt 
Dr F. El-Awa, Acting Regional Adviser, Tobacco Free Initiative, EMRO 

Dr Fatimah El-Awa reported on the distribution of the Islamic Ruling on Smoking to 
53 000 mosques in Egypt. Under a plan of action developed in the Regional Office, the ruling 
on smoking issued by the Grand Mufti of Egypt was summarized and the summary approved 
by the Grand Mufti and the national authority concerned. Eighty thousand posters of the 
summarized ruling were prepared and a private organization contracted to distribute them all 
over Egypt over 5 days during the month of Ramadan. Some mosque managers at first refused 
to display the poster but worshippers were very supportive of it, and finally the poster was 
placed everywhere. 
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Distributing the poster was not only a very successful process but it also proved that 
some simple ideas could be very useful and that “think global, act local” is best practised 
when looking at each region’s speciality and real needs, Dr El-Awa said. Tobacco use is a 
social problem and controlling it requires real change in social attitudes and norms. One thing 
that has worked successfully in this regard throughout the centuries in Member States of this 
Region is religion. Thus, whenever possible the religious message has to be activated at all 
different levels. Dr El-Awa said the response to the poster was very encouraging. The 
Regional Office received many requests from other countries to distribute it in their mosques, 
and distribution was extended. The poster was placed in main squares and streets, and Egypt’s 
health minister had decided to have it displayed in all public hospitals. 

Dr El-Awa also met the Pope of the Coptic Church, after which he requested a bishop to 
write on the Christian view on smoking. This was translated into English and posted on the 
TFI website in connection with World No Tobacco Day, Dr El-Awa reported. 

2.9.3 “Don’t be Duped” in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Mr Mohammad Masoud Aboutalebi, Vice-President for Research and Planning, Islamic 
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), Teheran 

Mr Mohammad Masoud Aboutalebi, the focal point for “Don’t be duped” in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, reviewed the historic sociopolitical developments that led to the ending of 
direct involvement by foreign tobacco companies in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
awarding of exclusive production and distribution rights to the Iranian Tobacco Company in 
1935. 

Since then, demand had risen steadily due to population increase. In 1996, 9 million of 
the population of 64 million were tobacco consumers, and 85% of smokers were aged 
between 15 and 25 years. As the population had doubled in the past 20 years, and more than 
half were under 25 years of age, the danger was apparent. 

Iranians spent more than two billion tommans (US$ 11.5 million) per day on smoking, 
while tobacco consumption cost the country double that every day in terms of medical 
services needed to help victims of the habit. The total annual tobacco-related costs were more 
than enough to build a city of 700 000 with all the required infrastructure and facilities, Mr 
Aboutalebi said. 

In Teheran alone, more than 8000 smoking related fires were reported annually and 
around the country careless smokers caused many forest fires. Health Ministry figures showed 
that tobacco-related illnesses killed one person every 10 minutes in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. This rate is predicted to quadruple in 20 years. The slogan “Tobacco Kills –  Don’t be 
Duped” is a reality.  

Many religious leaders in the country had issued fatwas (religious edicts) prohibiting 
consumption of tobacco products, and tobacco use had been banned in all public places since 
1994. The government was fostering educational, awareness-raising and research projects in 
this area and opening clinics to help heavy smokers quit the habit. All forms of publicity for 
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tobacco products were banned. The media was also playing a strong role in tobacco control. 
The IRIB, through its eight television channels and 10 radio stations, had run many projects 
and programmes directly or indirectly related to the fight against smoking. These included 
documentaries, scientific/educational programmes, panel discussions, satirical programmes, 
tips on stopping smoking, banning all tobacco commercials. The IRIB had also organized an 
international cartoon competition on the topic of smoking and drug addiction. 

2.9.4 “Don’t be Duped” in Pakistan  
Mr Masror Hausen, Project Coordinator, Media and Communication 

The activities in Pakistan concentrated on media campaigns; the last campaign was 
carried out in collaboration with the police force. Posters were distributed to all schools and to 
different organizations. The Tobacco-Free Initiative in Pakistan is a nongovernmental 
organization that designs and carries out activities in cooperation with the Ministry of Health 
in each area. Interviews on television were organized, and the main theme of the campaign 
was smoking by youth and smoking in public places. 

2.9.5 “Don’t be Duped” in Jordan  
Mr Shadi Taha, An ti-tobacco Society of Jordan 

The focal point of the project in Jordan is the Anti-Smoking Society (JASS). The 
Society started the project only one month before the workshop and the plan of action is being 
developed for approval and implementation. 

2.9.6 “Don’t be Duped” in the Syrian Arab Republic 
Dr Bassam Abou-Alzahab, Tobacco or Health Programme 

Dr Bassam Abou-Alzahab is the focal point of tobacco and at the same time the focal 
point of “don’t be duped”. The Syrian Arab Republic is the most recent member in this 
campaign having joined during the workshop. He explained that the activities would 
concentrate on women as one of the most important target groups of the tobacco industry. A 
plan of action will be submitted soon for clearance by the Regional Office. 

2.10 Report on the journalism skills training sessions  
Peter Mosley, Reuters Foundation 

As an innovation, journalists participating in the Workshop were invited to take part in 
practical sessions designed to enhance their skills in presenting medical health news stories. 
These sessions were designed and conducted by Peter Mosley, an experienced journalism 
trainer and lecturer and former Reuters correspondent and science editor, who is consultant to 
the Reuters Foundation. He was assisted by a journalist from Reuters Cairo bureau, Essam 
Khalaf. The sessions were fully attended.  

Using audio-visual and written material, participants were presented with two news 
scenarios: 
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?? one on the smoking epidemic in China  
?? one on the reported identification of the simian origin of the HIV/AIDS virus. 

Participants were divided into groups according to their background and personal 
experience, wrote news stories to a deadline, and their work was critiqued and discussed.  

Mr Mosley also led an interactive session on systematic approaches to internet research 
by medical health journalists. In line with this, another on-line search was carried out with all 
the participants present, by Dr Norbert Hirschhorn. The search was limited to the tobacco 
industry documents on line, and dealt with the following points: 

?? the sites richest in documents 
?? country-specific search 
?? key words for searching 
?? tools for searching 
?? the most important documents 
?? documents leading to more discoveries. 

The journalists did a search individually and more documents were discovered during 
the training session. 

3. THE RELEASE OF THE REGIONAL REPORT Voice of truth, Volume 2 

In the presence of Dr Mahmoud Abou El Nasr, Deputy Minister of Health, and Dr 
Samia Galal, Deputy Minister of Environment, Egypt, and H.E. Mr Mahmood Ahmad Chazi, 
Minister of Religious Affairs, Pakistan, the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region, Dr Hussain A. Gezairy released the second volume of the regional report Voice of 
truth on the activities of the tobacco industry in Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region, during a press conference on the last day of the workshop. The report was released in 
Arabic and English at the same time. Copies were sent to all Member States and to all WHO 
regions. 
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Annex 1  

AGENDA 

1. Opening ceremony 

2. Tobacco control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

3. Tobacco and the media: a historical perspective 

4. Issues in the media  

5. FCTC: a legal instrument for tobacco control 

6. Local experience 

7. Marketing cigarettes to women 

8. Voice of truth  

9. Tobacco industry documents 

10. “Don’t be duped” 

11. North Africa in the tobacco industry documents 

12. Don’t be duped (change agents) 

13. Closure 
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Annex 2  

PROGRAMME 

Thursday, 31 May 2001 

09:00–10:00 Registration 
10:00– 11:00 Opening ceremony 
   Introductory remarks 
   Message of the Regional Director, WHO/EMRO 

  Presentation of World No Tobacco Day Spots 
11:30– 11:45 Tobacco in the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office 

  Dr Fatimah El-Awa, WHO/EMRO 
11:45– 12:00 Tobacco and the media: a historical perspective 

  Mrs Mona Yassin, WHO/EMRO 
12:00–12:15 Addressing issues in the media 

  Mr Peter Mosley, Reuters Foundation, London. 
12:15–12:30 Discussion 
12:30–17:00 Working group (training) 

Friday, 1 June 2001 

10:00–10:30 FCTC: a legal instrument for tobacco control 
   Ms Chitra Subramanian, WHO/HQ 
10:30– 11:00 Local experience 

  Ms Azza El Guindi, Channel 5 Egyptian TV 
11:00– 11:30 Marketing cigarettes to women 

  Mr B. Norbet Hirschhorn, MD, USA 
11:30– 12:00 Discussion 
12:00–16:00 Working group (training) 

Saturday, 2 June 2001 

10:15– 11:30 Tobacco industry documents 
  Mr B. No rbert Hirschhorn, MD, USA 

11:30– 12:00 Don’t be Duped 
  Ms Chitra Subramanian, WHO/HQ 

12:00–12:30 North Africa in the tobacco industry documents 
  Ms Amira El-Howaidy, Al Ahram Newspaper 

13:30–14:45 Internet working group (training) 
14:45–15:30 Don’t be duped (change agents) 

  Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic 
15:30–16:00 Conclusion and closure of workshop 

Sunday, 3 June 2001  

12:00–13:30 Celebration of World No Tobacco Day 
  Release of the regional report Voice of truth, volume 2 
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Annex 3  

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

EGYPT 
Mr Hossam Abdel Rabou 
Journalist and Translator 
Akher Sa’aa Magazine 
Al-Akhbar Newspaper 
Cairo 
 
Mr Houssain Abdul-Ghani 
El Gazeera Channel 
Cairo 
 
Mr Farouk Abdul-Moneim 
General Egyptian Society for the 
Protection of the Community, Environment 
and Technological informatics 
Alexandria 

Ms May Abu El-Soud 
Nile Television 
Radio and Television Building 
Cairo 
 
Mr Moemen Ahmed 
Al Osbou Magazine 
Cairo 
 
Mr Mohammed Gamal Arafa 
Islam On Line  
Cairo 
 
Mr Mahmoud Daoud 
Chairman 
General Egyptian Society for the 
Protection of the Community, 
Environment and Technological informatics 
Alexandria 
 
Ms Azza El-Guindi 
Channel 5 
Egyptian Radio and Television Building 
Alexandria 
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Mr Hesham El Shamy 
Nesf El-Donia 
Al-Ahram 
14 Moustafa El-Nahas 
Cairo 
 
Ms Fatimah Fouad 
Nevertiti Channel 
Ministry of Health and Population 
Cairo 
 
Dr Sami Ghanem 
Director 
Tobacco Control Directorate 
Ministry of Health and Population 
Cairo 
 
Ms Amira Howeidy 
Journalist in Al-Ahram Weekly 
Al-Ahram Building 
Cairo 
 
Ms Amina Khairi 
El-Hayat Newspaper 
Cairo 
 
Mr Abou El-Abbas Mohamed 
Al-Ahram Al-Arabi 
Al-Ahram building 
Cairo 
 
Dr Hala Sakr 
Al-Ahram Weekly 
Al-Ahram Building 
Cairo 
 
Ms Mary Yacoub 
Al-Ahram Newspaper 
Al-Ahram Building 
Cairo 
 
Mr Yehya Youssouf 
Al-Ahram Newspaper 
Al-Ahram Building 
Cairo 
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Ms Ghada Zein El-Din 
Al-Akhbar Newspaper 
Cairo 
 
 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Mr Mohammad Masoud Aboutalebi 
Vice-President for Research and Planning 
Teheran 
 
 
JORDAN 
Mr Shadi Taha 
Anti Tobacco Society of Jordan 
Amman 
 
 
PAKISTAN 
Mr Masror Hausen 
Journalist 
Islamabad 
 
 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
Dr Bassam Abou-Alzahab 
Director, Tobacco Control Programme 
Ministry of Health 
Damascus 

WHO SECRETARIAT  

Dr M.H. Khayat, Senior Policy Adviser, WHO/EMRO 

Dr Abdel Aziz Saleh, Deputy Regional Director, WHO/EMRO 

Dr Said Arnaout, Regional Adviser, Health of Special Groups, WHO/EMRO 

Mrs Chitra Subramaniam, Tobacco Free Initiative, WHO/HQ 

Dr Fatimah El-Awa, Acting Regional Adviser, Tobacco Free Initiative, WHO/EMRO 

Mr Peter J. Mosley, WHO Temporary Adviser, WHO/EMRO 

Mr Norbert Hirschhorn, WHO Temporary Adviser, WHO/EMRO 

Mrs Manal Abdel Latif, Secretary, WHO/EMRO 


