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Decisions 

SEA/RC69(1) Overview of WHO Reform 

The Committee, in line with World Health Assembly Decision WHA69(8), decided to 
set up a Working Group comprised of Member States of the South-East Asia Region 
to review the measures adopted by the other regional offices and regional 
committees of the World Health Organization in aligning the process of nomination 
of the Regional Director, such as introducing a code of conduct for the nomination 
of the Regional Director, a standardized curriculum vitae, and candidates’ forum. 

The findings of this Working Group will be presented to the Seventieth Session 
of the Regional Committee for its consideration. 

SEA/RC69(2) Review of Regional Committee resolutions 

The Committee considered the report of its Sixty-eighth session on the 
establishment of an Informal Working Group consisting of members from 
Bangladesh, India and Thailand to study actions taken by the Eastern Mediterranean 
and European regions of WHO on reviewing Regional Committee resolutions in 
those regions, and to organize a Technical Consultation with Member States before 
the next High-Level Preparatory (HLP) Meeting to decide on a set of criteria and time 
frame for phasing out resolutions that have already been implemented/acted upon 
or have outlived their utility and relevance. 

The Committee noted the recommendations of the Informal Working Group 
and the Technical Consultation of Member States of the SEA Region to review past 
Regional Committee resolutions that outline the criteria to categorize a resolution as 
“Active” or “Conditional sunset” or “Complete sunset” and, reviewing a total of 78 
resolutions based on these criteria, the Committee underscored the suggestions 
made by the High-Level Preparatory Meeting on the conditions to be attendant on 
the individual categories and, having further considered the report of the Secretariat, 
decided to: 

(a) adopt the categorization of past resolutions into “Sunset”, “Conditional 
sunset” and “Active” categories, and the criteria suggested for each such 
category by the Technical Consultation of Member States; 

(b) categorize accordingly the 78 resolutions as 32 resolutions for “Complete 
sunset”, 16 resolutions for “Conditional sunset”, and retain as “Active” 30 
resolutions; 



(c) “Sunset” resolutions dating prior to the period of review undertaken through 
the Informal Working Group and Technical Consultation which are more 
than 15 years old, unless specific periodic reporting requirements are 
entailed and continue to remain therewith. In case any such resolution 
pertains to an issue of importance and/or continued relevance to the South-
East Asia Region with an actionable agenda, the technical unit involved may 
propose a fresh resolution or decision to incorporate the latest 
technological/programmatic developments on the subject of the resolution;  

(d) request the Regional Director to establish, in accordance with this Decision, a 
mechanism to periodically review the existing “Conditional sunset” and 
“Active”, and the new resolutions at appropriate intervals and frequencies in 
a cost-effective manner, and place recommendations of the review for 
endorsement of the Regional Committee, and also 

(e) request the Regional Director to review all the proposed new resolutions and 
strategies to avoid overlapping and ensure streamlining of their contents. 

SEA/RC69(3) Status of the SEA Regional Office Building 

The Committee noted the report on the status of the SEA Regional Office Building 
and the urgent need for temporary premises pending the establishment and 
implementation of a sustainably funded reconstruction strategy.  

The Committee noted the constructive dialogue with the Government of India 
on their contribution to such a strategy and requested the Secretariat to proceed as 
soon as possible with the relocation to temporary accommodation in New Delhi duly 
considering the appropriateness of the premises in relation to SEARO’s convening 
mandate. 

The Committee also noted the assurance given by the Sri Lanka delegate. The 
Committee requested the Secretariat to finalize a sustainably funded reconstruction 
strategy for the Regional Office, considering all available funding mechanisms, 
including but not limited to: real estate funds, other potential reserves and 
contributions from the Host Member State to enable due consideration of the issue 
by the Executive Board with the minimum possible delay. In this regard, the 
Committee desired that negotiations with WHO Headquarters may also be held to 
secure additional budget space and budget for the proposed construction and 
related costs involved.   

SEA/RC69(4) UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/World Bank Special 
Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in 



Human Reproduction (HRP): Policy and Coordination Committee 
(PCC) – Report on attendance at PCC in 2016 and nomination of a 
member in place of Timor-Leste whose term expires on 
31 December 2016 

The Committee nominated Sri Lanka in place of Timor-Leste, whose term expires on 
31 December 2016, as a member of PCC for a three-year term starting from 
1 January 2017, and requested the Regional Director to inform WHO headquarters 
accordingly. 

SEA/RC69(5) Time and place of future sessions of the Regional 
Committee 

The Committee decided to hold its Seventieth Session in Maldives in September 2017. The 
Committee noted that the Seventy-first Session of the Regional Committee will be held in 
the Regional Office in New Delhi in September 2018. It also noted the invitation from the 
representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to hold the Seventy-second 
Session of the Regional Committee in September 2019 in Pyongyang. 


