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REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1) to work closely with countries to ensure that certification-level standards of surveillance
are maintained until global certification;
(2) to work with partner agencies and governments to ensure that external support is
available to sustain surveillance and supplementary immunization activities until global
certification is achieved and beyond if necessary;
(3) to continue to report to the Regional Committee on progress of poliomyelitis
eradication activities, including laboratory containment of wild polioviruses and potentially
infectious materials, until certification of global eradication is achieved;
(4) to ensure that, upon certification of the Region as poliomyelitis-free, the efforts and
sacrifices of the many health workers in the Region who contributed to this achievement are
recognized.
Fifth meeting, 20 September 2000
WPRlRC511SRl5

WPRlRC51.R3

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS, HIV INFECTION AND
AIDS

The Regional Committee,
Having considered the annual report on sexually transmitted infections (ST!), HIV infection
and AIDS;'
Noting with deep concern the continued increase in HIV infections and AIDS cases in the
Region, the high prevalence and increasing incidence of STI in selected areas and populations, and
their potential negative impact on people and health systems;
Recognizing that the prevention of new HIV infections is central to curtailing the epidemic in
the Region;
Noting the promlSlng results of condom promotion and health education programmes
targeting commercial sex workers and their clients in selected countries of the Region;
Noting the lessons that can be learned from these and other successful programmes in the
Region;
Noting further the recent developments in access to and use of antiretroviral treatments, and
therapy for opportunistic infections;
Acknowledging the importance, particularly in a context of increasing HIV transmission in
the Region, of strengthening policies and legislation supporting STI, HIV and AIDS prevention and
control programmes;
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Recognizing the role that health promotion plays in educating vulnerable groups, particularly
youth, about high-risk behaviour;
1.

URGES Member States:
(1) to continue to reinforce primary prevention of HIV transmission, including targeting
those at greatest risk of HIV infection with effective condom promotion programmes,
appropriate management and control of STI, and risk reduction programmes for injecting drug
users;

(2)

to continue to reinforce blood safety programmes;

(3) to strengthen epidemiological surveillance, including behavioural surveillance, of STI,
HIV infection and AIDS;
(4) to prepare health systems to meet the increasing demand for care from growing
numbers of AIDS patients;
(5) to strengthen the implementation of policies and programmes aimed at reducing
stigmatization of patients with AIDS;
(6) to develop or strengthen national policies on access to drugs for HIV and AIDS
treatment;
(7) to further investigate the feasibility, costs and benefits of introducing programmes to
prevent mother-to-child transmission;

(8) to strengthen health promotion for vulnerable groups, particularly youth, in the context
of an integrated approach;
(9) to secure and strengthen political commitment and mobilize additional resources for
these programmes within an integrated approach;
(10) to strengthen multisectoral collaboration;
2.

REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1) to further strengthen technical collaboration with Member States, paying particular
attention to:

(a)

primary prevention through condom promotion;

(b)

blood safety policies;

(c)

care for AIDS patients, including access to drugs for HIV and AIDS treatment;

(d)

appropriate strategies for the prevention of mother-to-child transmission;

(e)

appropriate legislation;

(2) to continue to improve the regional surveillance system for STI, HIV, AIDS and related
bloodbome infections;
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(3) to strengthen WHO's coordination with UNAIDS, its other cosponsors and partners and
to ·strengthen multisectoral collaboration and increase mobilization of resources;
(4) to continue to report annually to the Regional Committee on the situation of STI and
HIV/AIDS in the Region.
Sixth meeting, 21 September 2000
WPRlRC511SRl6
WPRlRC51.R4

TUBERCULOSIS PREVENTION AND CONTROL

The Regional Committee,
Concerned that tuberculosis is a major cause of premature death and human suffering in the
Western Pacific Region;
Recognizing that tuberculosis is strongly associated with social and economic inequalities;
Recognizing further that the regional burden of tuberculosis is also a major impediment to
socioeconomic development, especially in developing countries, where most cases and deaths occur
among the poorest and most vulnerable;
Noting that an uninterrupted drug supply has not yet been secured in many of the countries in
the Region with a high tuberculosis burden;
Expressing concern that only 44% of the total estimated new smear-positive cases in the
Region were detected in 1998;
Expressing further concern at the
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in the Region;

emergence,

and potential

for expanSion,

of

Acknowledging that the WHO recommended tuberculosis strategy, directly observed
treatment, short-course (DOTS), is a very cost-effective health intervention that has already achieved
high treatment success rates in the Region;
Acknowledging further that the effective implementation of DOTS programmes can reduce
the prevalence and mortality of tuberculosis in the Region by half by 2010;
Welcoming, in response to resolution WPRlRC50.R5, the establishment of the Stop TB
special project in collaboration with Member States and the international community;
Welcoming further the holding of the first tuberculosis Technical Advisory Group meeting
and the establishment of a Pacific Stop TB Initiative;
1.
ENDORSES the 'Regional strategic plan to Stop TB in the Western Pacific', which was
finalized at the first meeting of the tuberculosis Technical Advisory Group;

2.

URGES Member States:
(1) to develop and implement five year (2001-2005) Stop TB national plans to achieve the
regional objective of reducing prevalence and mortality of tuberculosis by halfby 2010;
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REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1) to work closely with countries to ensure that certification-level standards of surveillance
are maintained until global certification;
(2) to work with partner agencies and governments to ensure that external support is
available to sustain surveillance and supplementary immunization activities until global
certification is achieved and beyond if necessary;
(3) to continue to report to the Regional Committee on progress of poliomyelitis
eradication activities, including laboratory containment of wild polioviruses and potentially
infectious materials, until certification of global eradication is achieved;
(4) to ensure that, upon certification of the Region as poliomyelitis-free, the efforts and
sacrifices of the many health workers in the Region who contributed to this achievement are
recognized.
Fifth meeting, 20 September 2000
WPRlRC511SRl5

WPRlRC51.R3

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS, HIV INFECTION AND
AIDS

The Regional Committee,
Having considered the annual report on sexually transmitted infections (ST!), HIV infection
and AIDS;'
Noting with deep concern the continued increase in HIV infections and AIDS cases in the
Region, the high prevalence and increasing incidence of STI in selected areas and populations, and
their potential negative impact on people and health systems;
Recognizing that the prevention of new HIV infections is central to curtailing the epidemic in
the Region;
Noting the promlSlng results of condom promotion and health education programmes
targeting commercial sex workers and their clients in selected countries of the Region;
Noting the lessons that can be learned from these and other successful programmes in the
Region;
Noting further the recent developments in access to and use of antiretroviral treatments, and
therapy for opportunistic infections;
Acknowledging the importance, particularly in a context of increasing HIV transmission in
the Region, of strengthening policies and legislation supporting STI, HIV and AIDS prevention and
control programmes;
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