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SUMMARY 

A Pacific Food Summit was called for by Ministers attending the 7th Pacific 
Health Ministers meeting in 2007 in Vanuatu. In 2008, at a meeting in Niue, the 
Pacific Island Forum Leaders made food security a priority in the Pacific, and in 2009, 
Ministers of Trade, Agriculture and Health endorsed the concept of a Pacific Food 
Summit at their respective regional meetings. Continuing the impetus, several Pacific 
island countries held national food summits leading up to the Pacific Food Summit, 
which was held at Le Lagon Resort, Port Vila, Vanuatu, from 21 to 23 April2010. 

More than 170 people from 23 countries attended the meeting. Ministers and 
senior policy-makers from Agriculture, Health and Trade attended as well as 
representatives from the food industry, community organizations, faith-based 
organizations, consumer groups, academia and regional and national organizations. 
The purpose of the Summit was to enable regional action on food security. 

Specific objectives were: 

(1) to review threats to food security in the Pacific and best practices for 
improving food security; 

(2) to finalize and endorse a Framework for Action on Food Secuirty and 
agree on Summit outcomes; and 

(3) to agree on a process for advocating the endorsement of the Framework 
for Action by Pacific Forum Leaders and national governments and 
funding related activities. 

Before the Summit, a draft Framework for Action on Food Security was 
developed and circulated widely across the Pacific by Framework Partnership 
Agencies: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global 
Health Institute (GHI), Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PWS), Secretariat for the 
Pacific Community (SPC), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). Country representatives of the highest rank were 
invited to the meeting. The Summit was opened by the Acting Prime Minister of 
Vanuatu, Honourable Serge Vohor, with a supporting welcome addresses by 
Dr Shin Y oung-soo, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific, and 
Mr Feleti Teo Deputy Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. 

The first session of the Summit reviewed the meeting objectives, purpose and 
structure, presented the draft Framework and introduced a draft Summit outcomes 
document. During this session, the Pacific food security situation was presented along 
with the threats of population growth, climate change, food-related diseases, poverty 
and poor economic growth. It was stressed that individual sectors cannot achieve 
food security in isolation. To be effective and sustainable, government and society 
must work together. The Framework was a mechanism through which this could be 



achieved by providing long-term solutions that recognize the complexity of the food 
system and the means for multisectoral action. 

Individual country statements were delivered in second session of the Summit. 
Before the meeting, each country representative was given a draft of the Framework 
and asked to comment on the Framework in terms of relevance and national priorities. 
The responses were presented in the form of short verbal presentations supported by a 
more comprehensive written statement. Statements from all21 countries in 
attendance supported the Framework, with delegates identifying specific areas within 
the Framework that needed clarification and/or modification. The areas of 
transportation, energy, education and information and communication technology 
were raised as potential enablers of food security in the Pacific that needed more 
attention in the Framework. 

The third plenary session consisted of eight presentations on behalf of the 
private sector and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) followed by questions 
from the floor. Presentations from the private sector gave clear indications that the 
food industry can adjust to protect health. Partnerships between government and 
industry were a reality and food control systems can be fine-tuned not only to ensure 
foods are free from contaminants but also to ensure that foods contain acceptable 
levels of salt, fats and energy. Trade agreements can be made that ensure acceptable 
food quality and national regulations are made consistent with best practice. The 
NGO presentations showed that consumer power is alive and well in the Pacific and 
the role of NGOs cannot be underestimated. Information on food market surveillance, 
food safety concerns and "naming and shaming", advocacy and price monitoring are 
core activities. It was shown that most NGOs are run by or for women. Women and 
food go together and "food is what women do in the Pacific". It was shown that 
growing and consuming local foods increased food security and health. The key was 
to preserve as many varieties of indigenous crops as possible. This would provide 
protection against the effects of climate change, crop failures, pests and natural 
disasters. 

The main work of the Summit was done during six working group sessions that 
were aligned with the themes in the draft Framework for Action. Each session 
consisted of one or two short presentations that set the stage, a panel discussion with 
questions and answers followed by group table discussions. The group discussions 
were designed to follow a pre-set series of questions on the specific themes of the 
Framework. The questions prompted the groups to critique, modify and make 
changes to the Framework. Participants were asked to prioritize their changes and 
recommendations to one or two issues. The results of these discussions were recorded 
and then presented to all session partiCipants for further comments. The presentations 
were then synthesized, agreed upon and recorded for each of the six sessions then 
reported back to all participants at two separate feedback plenary sessions to identify 
priorities for action. 

The presentations made by groups at the feedback sessions recommended 
several changes to the Framework. Once again, there was good support from the floor 
for the changes recommended by the groups who worked on each theme. Most of the 
suggested changes were on technical issues and, in the interests of maintaining the 



simplicity and relevance of the document across the Pacific, and because 
implementation of the actions will be quite different among the countries, some of the 
detailed actions were considered best developed at national levels. The Framework 
should be seen as a guide and not a prescription, allowing each country to work 
towards food security according to national priorities. 

The final day of the Summit focused on finalizing the Framework. To do this, 
the draft Framework now amended as requested through the country statements and 
group feedback sessions was presented. Participants could see that most of the 
recommendations made from the group sessions had been incorporated into the 
document. 

The major change to the Framework was the inclusion of "land, energy and 
transport, including information, communication technology (ICT)". After 
considerable debate it was recommended that a seventh theme be made to cover 
"enabling factors". Issues of land, energy, transport and communication could then be 
placed under this theme. This change was then agreed upon by the delegates. Other 
agreed changes to the Framework were: ( 1) reference should be made to the Pacific 
Plan throughout the document, especially in the Scope, background and description 
section; (2) the "Healthy Islands" document should be referenced; (3) differences 
between national and regional actions should be clarified in the Framework; ( 4) the 
social and cultural role of food should be included and reference to "food" should be 
changed to "healthy food"; (5) reference should be made to tobacco and alcohol 
consumption as part of the threat to food security; and (6) timelines should be 
removed from the document as it was agreed that it was a "living" document and, as 
such, would be amended, revised and modified continually over time. All senior 
country representatives spoke separately and, in turn accepted and endorsed the 
revised Framework. Finally, the facilitator declared the Framework "endorsed". 

The afternoon session on the final day was reserved for the development of a 
Summit outcomes document. The purpose of the document was to capture the 
regional commitment to improve food security evident at the Summit. The document 
will be used to inform the public of the results of the Pacific Food Summit and 
advocate further action. The outcomes document was prepared from results of the 
group sessions and the finalization of the Framework. Each participant received a 
copy and was asked to comment and/or recommend changes. Several changes were 
agreed upon, and after a short debate, the Summit outcomes document was accepted 
and endorsed (Annex 1). 

Thanks were given on behalf of the partner agencies by Dr Ken Chen, 
WHO Representative in. the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji. Thanks on behalf of the 
participants were given by the Honourable Gatoloaifaana Amataga Gidlow, 
Minister of Health, Samoa. Honourable Steven Kalsakau, Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Vanuatu then declared the meeting closed. 





1. INTRODUCTION 

Food-secure islands are able to provide their people with sufficient, safe and 
nutrition~ food for active <mel hr.::~lthy lifr.~tylr.s throueh sust::~in~hlf'. ~erir.ultnrf'. ~nd 

fishing practices and through policies and business trade practices that ensure safe and 
healthy food. In the Pacific, however, food security is being threatened by declines in 
traditional crop production, increased dependence on imported foods, growing 
vulnerability to climate change, overfishing and illegal fishing, volatility in 
international commodity prices, and failure to enact and enforce food safety and 
quality standards. Collectively, these and other threats hinder productivity, trade and 
development and contribute to greater risk of chronic diseases (such as type 2 diabetes 
and hypertension), vitamin and mineral deficiencies, child malnutrition and 
food-related diseases. 

In 2007, at the 7th Meeting of Ministers of Health for the Pacific Island 
Countries in 2007 in Vanuatu, participants called for a whole-of-society approach to 
address noncommunicable diseases and vitamin and mineral deficiencies. Since then, 
Pacific island Leaders and Ministers, as well as international and regional 
organizations, development agencies and other partners, have started addressing food 
security in the Pacific. In 2008, Pacific Leaders "committed their governments to 
immediate action to address food security issues nationally and, where possible, 
regionally, through a range of measures across key sectors such as agriculture, 
fisheries, trade and transport". 1 In 2009, Ministers of Trade, Agriculture and Health 
endorsed the concept of a Pacific Food Summit at their respective meetings and 
several Pacific countries held national food summits, indicating the level of support 
for moving forward on food security. A Pacific Food Summit was held in Port Vila, 
Vanuatu from 21 to 23 April2010. 

Before the Pacific Food Summit, a draft Framework for Action on Food 
Security was developed with input from a series of national food summits as well as 
from the Framework Partnership Agencies, namely: Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global Health Institute (GHI), Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat (PIPS), Secretariat for the Pacific Community (SPC), 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The draft Framework was then circulated to those attending the Pacific Food 
Summit. Background papers, factsheets and access to the Food Secure Pacific website 
(www.foodsecurepacific.org) were also made available to meeting participants to 
provide them with as much information as possible about the food security situation in 
the Pacific. 2 

It was intended that the draft Framework for Action on Food Security would be 
modified and endorsed by the Pacific country representatives as the major output of 
the Pacific Food Summit. High-ranking country representatives were invited to the 

1 Pacific Island Forum Leaders Meeting, Niue, 2008. 
2 Food Security in the Pacific. Manila, WHO, 2010; Improving Food Quality in the Pacific (draft) 
Manila, WHO, 2010; Fact sheet: food security. Manila, WHO, 2010. 
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meeting. These included Ministers of Health, Agriculture and Trade and Chief 
Executive Officers of regional and national organizations. More than 170 people, 
including a strong media contingent (10 journalists), attended the meeting. The 
Summit organizing committee arranged interviews with the media and the release of 
press statements to make sure that the meeting processes and outcomes were 
broadcast as widely as possible. See Annex 2 for a list of participants, Annex 3 for the 
meeting agenda, and Annex 4 for the Summit media reports. 

1.1 Objectives 

(1) To review threats to food security in the Pacific and best practices for 
improving food security. 

(2) To finalize and endorse a Framework for Action on Food Secuirty and 
agree on Summit outcomes. 

(3) To agree on a process for advocating the endorsement of the Framework 
for Action by Pacific Forum Leaders and national governments and funding 
related activities. 

1.2 Opening remarks 

Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific, gave a 
welcome address on food and health: deliberations and challenges. This was followed 
by an address by Mr Feleti Teo, Deputy Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat, who advocated for regional cooperation on food security and 
operationalization of the Pacific Plan. The Acting Prime Minister of Vanuatu, 
Honourable Serge Vohor, then delivered the official opening address as prepared by 
the Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Honourable Edward Nipake Natapei, who was, 
unexpectedly, unable to attend the opening. The three opening addresses are shown in 
Annex 6. All three speakers and Dr Jimmie Rodgers from the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community then took part in a press conference. 

2. PROCEEDINGS 

2.1 Session 1: The Summit's purpose, structure, framework and outcomes 

Dr Temo Waqanivalu, Technical Officer, Nutrition and Physical Activity, WHO 
Representative Office in the South Pacific, reviewed the meeting objectives and 
success criteria and described the meeting process, which included parallel working 
groups and plenary sessions. He then asked the question, "Why are we here?'' 
Dr Waqanivalu explained that participants were there for many reasons such as high 
incidence of NCD, undernourished children, and slow economic progress. 

Prof Don Matheson, Massey University, New Zealand, presented the draft 
Framework for Action and introduced the Summit outcomes document. The 
definition of food security was presented: "Food security exists when all people, at all 
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times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food 
to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life." It was 
explained that in the past, and in common parlance, food security was often taken to 
mean having enough food. This aspect of food security is important, but the accepted 
international definition is much broader than that. He stated that all the words in the 
definition are important. For example, "all people" speaks of food security as an 
equity issue. "Physical, social and economic access" looks at overcoming the multiple 
barriers to food security. Food security is threatened not only when no food is 
available, but also when food is available for some but not others in a family setting. 
Social and cultural priorities determine who is given access to food. "Sufficient, safe, 
nutritious" implies that there must be enough food, it must be free of contamination or 
poisons, and it must contain the necessary nutrients to meet the differing nourishment 
needs of family members. And lastly, the overall purpose of the food system- to 
enable us to have an "active and healthy life". 

Prof Matheson then presented the key challenges in food security, namely: 
(1) population challenge, (2) climate change challenge and (3) governance challenge. 
Many of these challenges will intensify in the years ahead, as well as new unexpected 
challenges to the food system. 

Firstly, the population challenge was presented: 10 million people will be living 
in the Pacific in mid-2010, with the largest population, nearly 6.5 million, living in 
Papua New Guinea. Almost half live in urban areas, and this part of the population is 
growing at 4% a year. Migration to cities causes loss of skills and expertise, especially 
in rural areas. Migration can contribute to poverty-rural people are income-poor, 
urban people are land-poor. About 2.7 million people live in poverty. Households 
spend 39%-50% of their budgets on food. Diets and the food system itself are 
changing radically as people move from rural to urban areas and are consuming more 
imported foods. 

Secondly, the climate change challenge was presented: changes in weather 
patterns have affected soil health and fertility, pests, weeds and crop yields. Fish 
stocks have been affected by changes in oceanic circulation patterns, spawning cycles 
and nutrient availability. The migration pathways of some fish have changed. Tuna, 
for example, are being displaced eastwards. The incidence of fish poisoning has 
increased. Traditional and protective food production practices are declining. In the 
past, Pacific food producers grew a diverse range of crops to increase the chances that 
some crops would survive cyclones or drought. Now food crop biodiversity is 
decreasing. Severe drinking-water shortages have been experienced in some Pacific 
countries. These challenges have led to increased dependence on imported food. 
Consumption of imported foods is increasing, while access to nutritious foods is 
declining. More than 70% of Pacific people do not consume the WHO-recommended 
five daily servings of fruit and vegetables. Obesity and diabetes rates are among the 
highest in the world. People's health is at risk. Food safety is at risk. Affordability of 
food is at risk. 

Many Pacific households are dependent on remittances from family overseas, 
and many governments depend on aid for the delivery of basic public services. People 
who are vulnerable to changes in food security are low-income earners, people with 
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disabilities, single parents and infants, people with no access to land and those 
engaged in subsistence and unpaid labour. 

The Pacific finds itself near the bottom of the food security scale, with 
particularly reduced quality, variety or desirability of diet. In some parts of the Pacific, 
there is even indication of reduced food intake. 

Thirdly, the governance challenge was presented: a response that requires a 
superhuman balancing act of the following: 

• management of population growth, 
• adaptation to climate change, 
• sustainable economic growth, 
• political stability and 
• maintaining independence and a degree of self-sufficiency. 

It was then explained that policy responses and current solutions are sometimes 
contradictory, at other times complementary, but seldom sufficient to meet the current 
and future challenges. 

It was also explained that a diverse range of actors is needed to guarantee food 
security in the Pacific. While each sector represented in the plenary has had 
individual successes, the overall objective of a food-secure Pacific remains elusive. It 
was precisely these impasses, that food security issues could not be addressed by a 
single sector acting alone, which motivated the Health Ministers to call for the 
involvement of other sectors in comprehensive action. The Framework recognises the 
diverse range of actors who play a role in food security. It is not a health framework, 
or a trade framework-it is a framework that positions food security above the 
individual goals of the individual sectors. In line with the goals of the Framework, the 
presenter asked the questions: 

• Availability of food- Is there sufficient food to eat? 

• Access to food - Can food be purchased or grown? 

• Stability of food systems- Are there risks of economic (price surges) and 
environmental (climate variability) shocks that jeopardize food availability 
and access all the time? 

• Food utilization- Can the food be used to meet dietary (is it nutritious?), 
and health (is it safe?) needs and are healthier choices preferred? 

The goals of the Framework cannot be achieved by one agency or sector-all of 
them can make a contribution. The simple thing called "food" is a complex, 
interrelated system with multiple components and relationships. The Framework has 
been designed to assist in dealing with this complexity, recognizing: 

• a change in one part of the system affects other parts of the system; and 



-5-

• rapid changes experienced through environmental changes, global markets, 
population growth and technology will need rapid responses by most if not 
all parts of the food system. 

In conclusion, it was stated that if a food-secure Pacific is to be achieved, it will 
require sustainable and long-term solutions that recognise the complexity of the food 
system; foster multisectoral, combined action; and involve different sectors working 
towards goals that transcend the individual goals of a given sector. 

The participants were then asked to discuss the Framework's guiding principles. 
The presenter asked the following questions to foster discussion: Are these the right 
principles? Is this the outcome we need for food security? Is this the right strategy to 
achieve that outcome? Is the rationale right? And are the potential actions consistent 
with the strategy? Participants were asked to consider all of the principles and to 
propose any changes needed. 

2.2 Session 2: Country statements on food security and Pacific-wide action 

Before the meeting, country participants were given a draft of the Framework 
and asked for their initial response. They were also informed that they would be given 
an opportunity to present their response in the form of a country statement at the 
Summit. This three-hour session was designed to allow a forum for the country 
statements. 

Each country was invited to present a country statement on how they perceived 
the proposed Framework for Action, whether it is relevant to their country or area and 
what would be the priority areas for action for their country or area and for the Pacific 
as a whole. Of particular note was the feedback from those countries that have held 
national food summits. Each country was given five minutes to present their key 
points from their written statements, although some countries presented slides. The 
21 country statements are listed in alphabetical order in Annex 5. 

To conclude the session, the facilitator, Dr Jimmie Rodgers noted that most of 
the country statements supported the Framework in principle. With a slide 
presentation, Dr Rodgers showed that population density was increasing at a rapid 
rate, especially in Micronesia. Unless something was done immediately, the Pacific 
population-currently 10 million-would reach 18 million by the year 2050. He 
stressed that adopting the Framework would be an important step towards dealing 
with population growth. 

2.3 Session 3: Meeting the challenge of food security 

This session consisted of seven presentations. The first four presentations were 
related to the food industry and the last three presentations were consumer based. 

The first four presentations gave clear indications that the food industry can 
adjust to protect health. Partnerships between government and industry are now a 
reality in the fight to combat micronutrient deficiencies and chronic diseases. Food 
control systems can be fine-tuned to allow only foods containing acceptable levels of 
salt, fats and energy. Trade agreements can be made that only support the quality of 
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food and national regulations can be made consistent with best practice. Food safety 
is paramount and the importance of food safety controls clearly explained. 

Fortification of Australian rice, exported to the Pacific islands, is planned for 
the near future. However, it was emphasized that effective food control systems must 
be in place to make this an effective option for the Pacific. Regional food standards 
and legislation are required to give direction to the food industry. An effective 
consumer education programme is also necessary. 

Salt consumption has a negative impact on health. It was shown that by 
reducing the salt content of national diets, substantial reductions in chronic diseases 
can be achieved. An example was shown of the Australian Division of World Action 
on Salt and Health (AWASH) project to reduce the salt intake of Australians to 6 
grams per person per day by 2012. The programme consists of engaging the 
government, media and the food industry to raise consumer awareness and to improve 
food labelling. Questions asked were: 

• What are the options for countries that rely solely on imports? 

• Can the issue be addressed by piggy-backing on salt-reduction efforts of 
other countries, e.g. Australia? 

• How do we reduce salt while ensuring adequate iodine intake? 

• Is there scope for addressing the issue regionally? 

From a consumer point of view, the three final presentations showed that 
consumer power is alive and well in the Pacific. Although there is only one 
independent consumer organization in the Pacific, information on food market 
surveillance, food safety concerns and evidence of inappropriate behaviour are 
broadcast widely. Advocacy and price monitoring are the core activities and the 
quality of imported foods remains the major concern. 

It was demonstrated that the role of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in 
the Pacific cannot be underestimated. Furthermore, it was shown that most NGOs are 
run by or for women. The presenter stated that women play a critical role in the 
production, distribution, preparation and sale of food in the Pacific. In large part, 
women are responsible for growing food in home gardens. Most food vendors are 
women and food-related activities provide the bulk of the subsistence sector. It was 
recommended that the work of NGOs in the field of food security should be to inform 
and empower women to increasingly provide nutritious, balanced diets and undertake 
healthy food preparation and preservation. 

The presentation entitled "Go Local" showed practical ways of assuring food 
security. It showed that growing and consuming local foods increased food security 
and health. The key was to preserve indigenous crops and as many varieties as 
possible. This would provide protection against the effects of climate change, crop 
failures, pests and natural disasters. By engaging whole communities in food-related 
activities such as gardening, cooking and food production, communities will 
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eventually make decisions about what foods they want. An example was given of one 
community in Micronesia that banned soft drinks to protect their children. 

Many questions were asked during this session about fortifying salt but at the 
same time trying to reduce salt intake. It was explained that the salt fortification 
project was not about increasing salt intake but that all salt should be fortified, 
including salt in all processed foods. Salt intake could then be reduced while still 
providing vital iodine in sufficient amounts. Only the government can pass legislation 
on mandatory fortification. 

2.4 Parallel group sessions: 4-9 

During Day 1 and Day 2 of the meeting, participants broke into groups to 
discuss and report on specific themes of the Framework. A rapporteur and 
chairperson were appointed for each group to enable the group's comments and 
decisions to be recorded and presented at feedback sessions. The parallel group 
sessions consisted of a few initial presentations followed by a panel discussion, and 
questions from the floor. Each group then split into three subgroups to discuss and 
comment on specific components of the Framework strategies. The three subgroups 
then presented their findings to the whole group. A synopsis of these presentations 
and the recommendation for changes provided the basis for the feedback sessions later 
in the meeting. The outputs of the parallel group sessions are summarized below. 

2.4.1 Session 4: Production, processing/trading of safe/nutritious local food 

Presentations 

( 1) Agriculture challenges and support, Dr Vili Fuavao 
(2) Fisheries challenges and support, Dr Mike Batty 
(3) Strengthening policy, legal and regulatory frameworks, Mr Johnson Naviti 
(4) Responding to the challenge: overview of session, Dr Steve Rogers 

Panel discussion 

Questions were asked on the inclusion of the effects of climate change and 
import substitution into the Framework. When working on self-reliance, one needs to 
consider economic aspects as well as environmental sustainability/protection. It was 
stated that low-lying (atoll) islands have inherent problems when it comes to crop 
production and that they have had to cope with these problems for all of their history. 
Climate change only intensifies some of the already existing problems. There are 
efforts to test specific crop varieties and soil-improvement techniques to improve food 
production in an already difficult environment. 

The Minister for Health of Papua New Guinea stated that it is important to 
preserve biodiversity and make best use of it. "Go local" was supported as a way of 
ensuring sustainability of the food supply. He further referred to Dr Rodgers' 
summary in which he distinguished four different levels of food security in the three 
major regions of the Pacific. He raised the issue of how island countries can help each 
other and encouraged trade between islands, rather than having food imported into the 
regwn. 
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The facilitator clarified that data for each country are available and no one can 
stop islands trading among themselves. The Pacific Island Countries Trade 
Agreement (PICTA) was especially designed to encourage inter-island trade. We 
have to answer the question: why has it not already happened? One obstacle is the 
different requirements/standards for quarantine and food standards. 

Working group discussions 

The participants then split into three groups to review the relevance of the 
actions and provide feedback. Groups were also encouraged to identify appropriate 
agencies to support strategy implementation and to recommend particular issues or 
contributions to be added to the proposed "outcomes" of the relevant section of the 
Framework for Action on Food Security. Health sector representatives (about 10 in 
the room) were encouraged to divide up and be represented in all of the groups. 

Changes to Theme 3 

Participants suggested rephrasing the theme and adding new actions to the 
strategies that would reflect the reality of diverse farming, build on traditional farming 
systems in the region, and consider cultural differences, since the Framework is not a 
"one size fits all" strategy. They also suggested adding an acknowledgement of 
climate change and disaster risk management. In general, they commented that the 
Framework needed an implementation plan that included a time-frame and that the 
review time was too short and aimed at a very high level. 

2.4.2 Session 5: Protect infants and vulnerable groups 

Presentations 

(1) Food security for infants and vulnerable groups, Dr Isiye Ndombi 
(2) Breastmilk: food security for infants, Honourable Dr Neil Sharma, Minister for 

Health, Fiji 
(3) Identifying the most vulnerable, Dr Eliab Some 

Panel discussion 

• In analysing vulnerability, household heads should not be limited to 
female-headed households. They should also include single parents, 
especially male-headed households. 

• In assessing the vulnerability of a mother, providing for the nutrition of the 
mother reduces her vulnerability. 

• In terms of breastfeeding and HIV, the consensus was that the safety of the 
mother and child is better ensured by exclusive breastfeeding for six months, 
rather than mixed feeding. 

• Gender issues that increase vulnerability include: 

o violence against women; 
o role of man in the home to support breastfeeding (intervention); 



- 9 -

o dual-career families can also threaten food security of infants; 
o inadequate counselling of the couple from pre-pregnancy through to 

pregnancy on nutrition and care during pregnancy. 

Working group discussions 

The three groups (Melanesian, Polynesian and Micronesian) were asked to: 

• review the Framework strategies and actions: delete or add new strategies 
and actions; and 

• prioritize actions to be acted upon within the next 12 months. 

Changes to Theme 4 

The group recommended changing the rationale and to split Strategy 1 into four 
strategies and include mention of "civil society". Suggested changes for the 
remaining Strategies included: legislation on breastfeeding and maternity leave and 
adoption of the "Code"; respect for culture and religious differences; and inclusion of 
mandatory fortification. Definitions were recommended for social protection, safety 
nets, poor, single mothers, and working mothers. Addressing population growth was 
considered a §.ensitive issue and strategy 7 required rewording. However, a bold 
statement was required on the need to control population growth. Identification of 
priorities at national level was considered essential. 

2.4.3 Session 6: Consumer empowerment and mobilizing partners 

Presentations 

(1) Strategies for empowering the community to improve food security, 
Dr Temo Waqanivalu 

(2) Give consumers a voice on food, Mrs Premila Kumar 
(3) Help people make healthy food choices, Mr Gad Koito 
(4) Ensure everyone has access to sufficient, healthy food, Dr Lois Englberger 

Panel discussion 

The panel discussion focussed on Theme 6 of the Framework and what 
churches, NGOs, consumers groups and the food industry can do to improve food 
security. A wide range of questions were asked. They are summarized below. 

Q. How do we know when is the time for advocacy? How do we know when to let 
consumers use their own voices? 
A. Markets have two components: traders and consumers. Traders are well 
organized and close to politicians. On the other hand, consumers are usually not 
organized and do not have a collective voice. Consumers feel more confident when 
there is an institution supporting them. 

Q. How do we overcome the challenge of "cutting through the consumer noise" to 
achieve goals? 
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A. Promote a simple and clear message. People do not think enough about what 
they eat and how it affects their health. Use images to show that what you eat affects 
your health. 

Q. How does industry engage with consumers before products are sold? 
A. Try to understand what consumers want. Listen to consumers and adjust 
products accordingly. But find a balance. Do not overwhelm c:nmmmP.rs with ::~ great 
number of products to choose from. 

Q. How can churches be involved? 
A. Local churches should partner with the government and be involved in some of 
the key issues; they should contribute to policy development. 

Questions, answers and comments from the floor included: 
• Are food companies making a genuine co~mitment to reduce salt, fat and 

sugar in food? 
o Yes, companies are making ingredient changes, e.g. vegemite. 
o Lois Englberger. Local products are not marketed and need to be. 
o Mr Iro: The consumer's right to chose needs to be protected. 

• How do we stop consumers being overwhelmingly influenced by the power 
of industry? 

o Governments should step in. Consumers should make submissions to 
government to protect their interests and rights 

• Role modelling? How can we do better in the Pacific? 
o Gad: The body is the temple of God. Church does good 

role-modelling. A health-promoting churches programme can promote 
healthy habits and disease prevention. 

o Lois: A ban on soft drinks was applied to schools and could be applied 
to churches (many church events involve soft drinks). 

• How can the consumer's voice be strengthened in the Pacific? 
o Governments can create an institution to be the voice of consumers. 
o By custom and tradition, people in the Pacific don't 'speak up' and 

consumer institutions are very helpful for facilitating this. 
o 'Consumer rights' is a new approach and it needs to be strengthened. 
o Susana: Women NGOs can help support efforts to strengthen consumer 

rights. 
o Use media to help raise awareness. Establish awards for the 10 best 

health-promoting industries. Establish also a list of non-compliers. 

Working group discussion 

The working group discussion attempted to achieve the following tasks: 

• review the title, expected outcome and rationale; 
• review strategies: 

- agree/disagree on strategy and amend its wordings, if necessary; 
- consider possible additional strategies; 

• review potential actions: 
- agree/disagree with current actions; 
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- consider possible additional key actions; 
- prioritize key actions; and 

• look at other strategies and prepare to contribute in plenary. 

The discussion focused on the rationale, strategies and actions points from 
Theme 5 of the Framework for Action. It was noted that at the heart of this theme is 
the choice a person makes about the food he or she eats. Healthy foods need to he 
available, accessible and affordable so that healthy choices are easy choices. Ways to 
do this include: 

• finding ways to inform people along the process of food production - farm 
to fork - and helping them to make the healthiest choices along the way; 

• strategically placing food in supermarkets to encourage healthy choices; and 
• growing healthy foods. 

It was recognized in the discussions that the Pacific isn't food secure, and is 
reliant on imports. Therefore, there is a need to monitor food coming into the region 
and countries. Raising consumer awareness of the nutrient content of foods was seen 
as critical. Some educational efforts already under way include a programme in 
Tonga that has had success in handing out nutrition information and content sheets 
regarding local products to reduce reliance on imports and improve benefits gained 
from local food. This type of information needs to be supported by databases of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

It was agreed that there is a need to recognize financial constraints for families 
and countries. At the moment it is more economically viable to buy flour, rice and 
tinned fish rather than fresh fish and local staple crops. Canned and processed foods 
are also more convenient. Taste is also a factor that influences peoples' choice of 
food. Adults should encourage their children to eat local and healthy food, e.g. taro. 

Points to note included: 

• It would be useful to train nursing staff on the nutritional value of local 
foods. 

• It should be recognized that not everything will work in every country. The 
issues and solutions of small island states like Tokelau, Wallis and Futuna 
and Niue are different than those of Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, Fiji. 

• Emphasis should be placed on simple solutions for consumers. 
• To empower consumers, we need to draw on and highlight the links between 

food and health, and food/health and the economy. We also need to involve 
the business community, churches and schools. 

• Fiji provides an example for how consumer groups can be established. 
• There is a need to make government and business accountable and protect 

and safeguard the community. 
• It is important to get the concerns of the consumers to the government. 
• Consumer councils will have different priorities and objectives across the 

region. For example, in Wallis and Futuna and Niue, the attention of 
consumers is now on inflation and the prices of electricity, water and 
commodities, rather than on food quality and industry behaviour. 
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• Information sharing between existing consumer councils and consumer 
affairs units can strengthen the efficiency and capacity of the existing 
bodies. 

Changes to Theme 5 

Suggested changes included the provision of information on the nutrient content 
of local food products and the conduct of consumer forums to engage more people in 
the food security debate. Changes to strategies included design and implementation of 
multiyear national or local healthy lifestyle programmes on healthy eating and 
integration of new programmes with existing campaigns and programmes across all 
sectors and groups. It was also suggested to develop and disseminate a regional guide 
and resources on nutritious and local foods in the Pacific; cultural practices and 
attitudes should be integrated more into the document. 

2.4.4 Session 7: Regulatory frameworks and public-private sector collaboration 

Presentations 

(1) Processed food and health: the case of Samoa, 
Honourable Gatoloaifaana Gidlow, Minister of Health, Samoa 

(2) Why is the food industry an essential partner in formulating and implementing 
food regulatory frameworks in the Pacific? Mr Savenaca Seniloli, Fiji 

(3) The need for and benefits from harmonizing standards across the Pacific, using 
CODEX as a guide, and sharing information and building capacity through the 
Pacific Food Safety Quality Legislation Expert (PFSQLE) Group, 
Ms Ethel Mapolu, Ministry of Health, Solomon Islands. 

Panel discussion 

Issues addressed included: 

• the application of food standards does not necessarily lead to increased 
prices as reduced government health care costs can counter balance costs; 
governments can modify taxing environments; and harmonized standards 
can help keep costs down by creating a level playing field for businesses and 
can mean broader market access; 

• the possibility of establishing a regional laboratory to support monitoring of 
compliance with food legislation; and 

• the need to ensure strong food control systems to regulate the largely 
unregulated food trade in the Pacific. 

Working group discussions 

The groups affirmed the importance of regulatory frameworks, enforcement and 
compliance and public-private collaboration in facilitating trade in safe and healthy 
food, thus improving food security. In relation to key strategies to strengthen 
regulatory frameworks, session participants stressed the importance of: 
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• strengthening relevant legislative frameworks and harmonizing standards, 
based on internationally recognized standards and international trade 
agreements and considering national needs; 

• strengthening the capacity of the public sector to effectively monitor and 
enforce the implementation of food safety and quality legislative 
frameworks; 

• effectively involving the private sector in formulation of legislative 
frameworks and strengthen their compliance capacity; and 

• strengthening collaboration between the public and private sectors in 
implementation of voluntary standards and food quality and safety assurance 
systems. 

The session participants also identified a number of important actions that were 
included in the updated Framework for Action under the above strategies. 

Changes to Theme 2 

The group accepted Strategy 1 in principle but suggested rewording it to 
improve its clarity. The focus was on strengthening the overarching legislative 
frameworks, harmonizing standards and taking into account national needs in addition 
to international agreements. The group recommended: conducting a needs assessment 
and/or gap analysis; integrating policies relevant to food security, food safety and 
nutrition; identifying roles and responsibilities of all relevant organizations to avoid 
gaps and unnecessary duplication; and making the wording related to standards on 
fortification less prescriptive. The group recommended new actions for Strategy 3, 
including provision of guidance and adequate resources to improve the process of 
consultation among the government, industry and consumers; development of 
effective business-to-business partnerships to assist smaller and less developed 
businesses to improve food safety; and technical or financial support by government 
to help industries meet regulatory requirements and buyer demands. 

2.4.5 Session 8: Leadership and cooperation 

Presentations 

(1) Leadership and cooperation, Mr Feleti 
(2) Partnerships for leading, coordinating and funding food security, 

Mr Su'a Thomsen 

Panel discussion 

Panellists made short presentations and gave examples of successful structures: 

• The APEC food safety forum was built around capacity-building for food 
safety systems. 

• The Te One Kura project on agriculture and food security in the outer 
islands of Cook Islands focused on capacity-building in agriculture 
production and economic development that included making available fresh 
fruit and vegetables in outer islands with arable land. 
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It was agreed by the panel that regional mechanisms exist and coordination is 
needed. The key is to have national mechanisms supported by a regional mechanism. 
If regional action does not have an effect at the national level, it will not work. There 
are many examples of regional mechanisms, e.g. the HIV/AIDS network has 47 
partners, 1 team and 21 countries. National development plans of many Pacific island 
countries include components on food security. SPC have developed joint country 
strategies with 17 countries, with one document stating roles and responsibilities. 
Food security activities are funded through government partners. The focus should be 
on the national level. Questions included: 

Q. Where does food security fit, and who leads, at national and regional 
level? 
A. In the region, national priorities are duplicated. A regional strategy allows 
a more comprehensive cover. However, regional coordination has to converge 
with national coordination. 

Q. How can we engage the private sector? 
A. The private sector is pivotal and a private sector advisory group is required 
in the coordination process. 

Q. What is the difference between regional and national ownership? 

A. Most Pacific island countries cannot have many national projects without 
regional support/ Ownership remains at the national level. The Summit should 
not be too presumptive to dictate how countries undertake food security 
activities. A regional framework does not determine what happens at the 
national level. Regional organizations exist because countries cannot do it 
alone. An. example of small countries sharing shipping facilities to save money 
was giVen. 

Q. What are the humanitarian issues? 
A. There is an great need for a champion. 

Working group discussions 

The three groups were asked to answer the following questions: 

• Are the strategies listed in the Framework for Action going to achieve the 
expected outcome of "strong leadership and effective multisectoral 
coordination for food security regionally and nationally"? Will they have 
the desired impact? What are the barriers? 

• Do you agree with statements made in the rationale? What would you add? 

Changes to Theme 1 

The group stressed that the Framework should be integrated into the Pacific 
Plan and that country-specific timelines will be different. Making use of existing 
country and regional mechanisms was recommended. All groups stated they generally 
agreed with the strategies and actions in the Framework and that lack of political will 
was the major barrier. Integration of the Framework into the Pacific Plan needs to be 
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clarified and it should be recognized that some countries have limited capacity and 
take a long time to develop and undertake activities. The Framework does not contain 
deadlines and it is the responsibility of countries to prioritize resources . 

2.4.6 Session 9: Building food security information systems 

Presentations 

( 1) Assessing and monitoring food production and consumption, household 
income and expenditure, Mr Dirk Schulz 

(2) Assessing and monitoring nutritional status including risk factors for NCD and 
undernutrition, Dr Rachel Mclean 

(3) Strengthening information systems by maximizing existing information and 
capacity, Mr Arthur Jorari 

( 4) Economic modelling of costs and benefits for improving health through food 
security, Dr Wendy Snowdon 

Working group discussions 

Within each group, the participants considered what actions would be required 
to achieve the strategies, prior to consideration of those already stated in the existing 
draft framework. They then reviewed the existing actions. Across all three groups, it 
was felt that the actions could be streamlined and revised to make them clearer and 
more targeted. This resulted in new actions being developed under all three strategies. 

Participants reinforced the need to list what information might be useful and 
where it might be found. This would.include a list of key indicators such as those in 
the Pacific household/individual food security matrix. This list could be taken to the 
SPC Pacific Regional Meeting of Heads of NSOs and National Planning Agencies in 
July 2010 in Noumea. 

Changes to Theme 6 

Building on existing information and monitoring systems to provide a timely 
and multisectoral and comprehensive view of food security in the Pacific was the 
group' s recommendation for Strategy 1. The establishment of a list of key food 
security indicators at national level and identification of data sources and gaps in 
existing data sources were recommended. Consideration of solutions to address 
information gaps by integrating nutrition and food security into existing 
population-based surveys was suggested. Recommendations for the other strategies 
included development of models that use country data to estimate the cost-benefit of 
food i~terventions and to advocate for a local observatory/mechanism to produce 
evidence-based information on food security for planners and policy-makers. It was 
suggested that Strategy 3 be reworded as following: "Build the human and technical 
capacity in countries and in the Region to collect appropriate data, analyse, interpret 
and communicate it to decision-makers, and use this information in a timely and 
cost-effective manner to guide programmes." General comments included that 
regional institutions and agencies should support updates of the OCEANIA Food 
Composition Tables to help plan micronutrient fortification and NCD prevention 
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programmes and that the establishment and review of key food security indicators be 
included at the forthcoming SPC Meeting of Heads of National Statistics Offices. 

2.5 Plenary: Reporting back on the sessions 

The feedback sessions were split into two parts: sessions 4, 5 and 6 were 
covered at the end of Day 2; sessions 7, 8 and 9 were addressed at the start of Day 3. 

The feedback sessions, which involved all participants in one plenary, aimed to 
ensure that everyone had an opportunity to provide input on every theme and to 
identify priorities for action. Each session group was asked to·respond to a series of 
pre-set questions, and facilitators from each session were asked to present three slides 
summarizing their suggested changes. 

Groups reported back in two sessions. After each group presentation there was 
time for comments from individual group members to adjust the group 
recommendations. After three group presentations questions were opened from the. 
floor, in each plenary. 

In general, the comments from the floor were supportive of the groups' 
recommended changes. However, it ~as agreed that it was best to try to keep the 
Framework at a strategic level so that it was as clear and as simple as possible. The 
technical details for strategies and actions may be quite different among the countries. 
The Framework should be seen as a guide and not a prescription, allowing each 
country to work towards food security according to their own priorities. 

2.6 Session 10: Finalizing the Framework and the way forward 

This session started early on Day 3 of the meeting. All senior country 
representatives attended. The structure of the session was revised a little from the 
original programme to accommodate a few country representatives who were 
returning home later in the afternoon. A proposed 60-minute reading of the revised 
Framework was not necessary as most participants had reviewed it in detail. This 
allowed time for the Framework to be reviewed and endorsed during the morning 
session and the Framework outcomes document to be reviewed during the afternoon 
session. 

Finalizing the Framework 

Finalization of the Framework for Action was facilitated by Dr Vili Fuavao who 
stated that the purpose of this session was to incorporate and agree on the changes that 
had been suggested. Professor Matheson presented the Framework on screen with the 
changes highlighted as "tracked changes". He was assisted by Dr Rodgers. 

The participants could see that most of the recommendations made from the 
parallel group sessions had been incorporated into the document. The major change 
to the Framework was the inclusion of "land, energy and transport, including 
information, communication technology (ICT)" as recommended by the 
Federated States of Micronesia in their initial country presentation and supported by 
others in the group plenary. There was a vigorous discussion on how to incorporate 
land, energy and transport into the Framework until Papua New Guinea recommended 
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that a seventh theme be made to cover these "enabling factors". This was then agreed 
upon by the delegates. 

Senior country representatives recommended additional changes to the body of 
the document. Most were minor. However, there was a lengthy discussion on 
population control. Delegates noted that population control was a sensitive issue and 
while a strategy was included in the Framework, delegates saw this primarily as a 
country issue, bound by cultural and social requirements. They emphasized that 
action should be taken at country level (e.g. linking it to existing relevant national 
policies and strategies). 

It was recommended to make reference to the Pacific Plan, especially in the 
"Scope, background and description" section, and to the "Healthy Islands" document. 
There was some debate about regional versus country activities with clarification 
requested in the final draft of the Framework. The social and cultural role of food was 
also included, and references to "food" were changed to "healthy food". It was also 
recommended that reference should be made to tobacco and alcohol consumption as 
part of the threat to food security. It was agreed that timelines should be removed 
from the document as it was agreed that it was a "living" document and as such, 
would be amended, revised and modified continually over time. 

All senior country representatives individually endorsed the revised Framework, 
after which the facilitator declared the Framework "Endorsed". Finally, time was 
given for participants from the private sector, NGOs and development agencies to 
address the Summit. These included local and regional food producers and retailers as 
well as international agencies such as the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the 
International Fund for Agriculture Development (IF AD). ADB advised delegates of 
the upcoming Investment Forum for Food Security in Asia and the Pacific at ADB 
Headquarters in Manila, Philippines, 7-9 July 2010. 

3. CONCLUSIONS 

3.1 The Summit outcomes document 

The afternoon session on the final day was reserved for the development of a 
Summit outcomes document that would indicate the regional commitment to improve 
food security. The document could then be used to inform the public of the results of 
the Pacific Food Summit and advocate further action. 

The outcomes document was prepared from outputs of the group sessions and 
the finalization of the Framework. Copies were distributed to participants. The 
facilitators, Dr Fuavao and Professor Matheson, asked for comments as everyone read 
through the document together. 

All delegates accepted the introduction as is. Under "The Summit", all seven 
themes should be included in full. Under "Action at the national level", 
"endorsement" should be changed to "support" as delegates had already endorsed the 
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Framework. The word "strengthening" should be included and "food policy" should 
be changed to "food security policy". Under "Action at regional level", "parties' 
should be changed to "partner agencies". 

The section that began "Development partners commit to" was reworded as 
follows: "The Summit calls on development partners to support the implementation of 
the Framework for Action through financial support at national and regional level as 
appropriate." 

After a short debate, the Summit outcomes document was accepted and 
endorsed. It is included as Annex 1. 

3.2 Next steps 

As committed to in the Summit outcomes document, the partner agencies will 
convene a meeting to formalize the implementation and resourcing of strategies and 
actions contained in the Framework. At the national level, Summit delegates will take 
the Framework to country leaders for support. 

The Framework itself will be brought to the 41st meeting of Pacific Forum 
Leaders when they meet in Vanuatu from 3 to 6 August 2010. 

During the finalization of the Summit outcomes document, the delegates were 
informed of a planned 2nd International Congress on Nutrition in Rome for 2012 
(20 years after the original ICN), which could be focussed on food security and an 
opportunity to show Pacific efforts in strengthening food security. 

3.3 Closing 

Dr Ken Chen, WHO Representative for the South Pacific, thanked the 
organizers on behalf of partner organizations. Honourable Gatoloaifaana Amataga 
Gidlow, Minister of Health, Samoa, expressed thanks on behalf of the participants. 
Official closing remarks were given by the Honourable Steven Kalsakau, Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Vanuatu. These are included in Annex 5. The Summit 
ended with a short prayer and wishes for a safe journey home for everyone. 
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ANNEX 1 

Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access 
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an 
active and healthy life (World Food Summit, 2009). 

Participants at the Pacific Island Leaders Forum in 2008 "committed their governments to 
immediate action to address food security issues nationally, and where possible, regionally, 
through a range of measures across key sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, trade, energy, 
education, information communication technology and transport". 

In addition, Ministers, as well as international and regional organizations, development 
agencies, consumers, the food industry, and other partners, have independently and jointly 
called for action on food security in the Pacific. 

Responding to this call, Ministers and senior policy makers from three vital sectors-trade, 
health and agriculture-met in Vanuatu from 21 to 23 April2010 and jointly developed a 
multisectoral approach to food security. The meeting, which was the first of its kind, also 
involved industry, nongovernmental and faith-based organizations, consumers and other 
partners. 

Participants at the Pacific Food Summit were drawn from American Samoa, Australia, Cook 
Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna. 

Noting that food security underlies the vision of "Healthy Islands" articulated in the Yanuca 
Island Declaration of 1995, recognizing the priority given to action on food security in the 
Pacific Plan, and acknowledging the call for action to address food security in the Pacific in 
order to sustain human life, minimize early death and ensure healthy and productive people, 
participants at the Pacific Food Summit made the following conclusions: 

The Summit: 

Acknowledging that food security traverses many sectors and requires a coordinated 
multisectoral approach as called for in the Pacific Plan, 

Accepting that such an approach requires engaging governments across sectors, as well as 
national and regional organizations, international and multilateral organizations, private 
sector, food industry, farmers and fishermen, community and faith-based organizations, 
cultural leaders and consumers, 



Endorses the Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific with its focus on seven 
themes: 
• Leadership and cooperation; 
• Regulatory frameworks, enforcement and compliance, and public-private sector 
collaboration; 
• Enhanced and sustainable production, processing and trading of safe nutritious local food; 
• Protecting infants and vulnerable groups; 
• Consumer empowerment and mobilizing partners; 
• Food security information system; 
• Land, transport, energy, education and information and communication technology (ICT) as 
enabling mechanisms. 

Agrees on the following to facilitate the completion and presentation of the Framework to the 
41st Forum meeting to be hosted by Vanuatu in August 2010: 

Action at the National level 

Delegates to the Summit commit to: 
• taking the framework to country leaders for support; 
• developing and strengthening national implementation plans; 
• implementing and strengthening a multisectoral approach to national food security policy; 
and 
• identifying national champions for food security. 

Action at the Regional level 

Participating agencies commit to: 
• continuing to provide the regional leadership and the coordination role that led up to the 
Pacific Food Summit and to implement the regional aspects of the Framework for Action; 
• convening a meeting of the partner agencies (including the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization, the Global Health Institute (Sydney West Area Health Service), the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, the United 
Nations Children's Fund and the World Health Organization); 
• formalizing the implementation and resourcing of strategies and actions contained in the 
plan, including government investment and donor support; 
• facilitating passage of the final version of the Framework for Action through established 
regional processes for presenting feedback to Forum leaders (Pacific Plan Action 
Committee); and 
• where appropriate, working with and supporting members in developing and implementing 
national plans. 

Private sector and food industry 

The private sector and food industry commit to: 
• working with member Pacific Islands countries and areas and regional stakeholders to 
implement areas of the framework that require their input and support. 

Civil"society and faith-based organizations 

Civil society and faith-based organizations commit to: 
• working with member Pacific Islands countries and areas and integrating, where 
appropriate, the Framework for Action with other actions to improve food security nationally 
and regionally. 



International organizations 

futernational organizations commit to: 
• integrating the Framework for Action with other actions to improve food security globally. 

The Summit calls on: 

• development partners to support the implementation of the Framework for Action through 
financial support at national and regional level as appropriate. 

The Summit: 

• acknowledges the importance of a number of established regional and subregional bodies 
that can enhance efforts on food security, including the Micronesian Chief Executives and 
Pacific Island Health Officers Association. 

The Summit requests that Pacific Islands Forum Leaders: 

• acknowledge the Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific as fulfilling their 
instructions at the 39th Forum to appropriately address food security in the region; and 
• consider endorsing the Framework for Action at the 41st Forum when they meet 3-6 
August 2010 in Vanuatu as the basis for further actions at national and regional levels to 
address food security challenges in a more comprehensive, inclusive and coordinated manner. 

The Summit thanks the Government and people of Vanuatu: 
• delegates and participants thank the Government and people of Vanuatu for hosting of the 
inaugural Pacific Food Summit and for the hospitality extended. 

ANNEX 
Participants: 
Ministers, government agencies, regional and national organizations, food industry, 
academics, community, faith-based organizations and consumer groups. 

Countries: 
Countries and areas included in the scope of the document are American Samoa, Cook 
Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna. It is anticipated that Australia and New Zealand will be key 
supporters. 

The Food Secure Pacific Working Group (FSP): 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Global Health fustitute (GHI) 
(Sydney West Area Health Service), the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIPS), the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
and World Health Organization (WHO). 





ANNEX2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS, TEMPORARY ADVISERS, SECRETARIAT, 
OBSERVERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF AGENCIES 

AMERICAN SAMOA 

COOK ISLANDS 

1. PARTICIPANTS 

Dr Salamo Laumoli Tuiasina 
Director 
Department of Health 
Pago Pago 
Tel. No.: 684-633-2243 
Fax No. No.: 684-633-2362 
Email: tui asinasl@ americansamoa. gov 

Ms Rachel Peters 
Economic Planner Practitioner 
Department of Commerce 
2nd Floor AP Lutali, Executive Office Building 
Pagopago 
Tel. No.: 684-633-5155 
Fax No. No.: 684-633-4195 
Email: rachael.peters@doc.as 

Mr Tony Brown 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 96 
Rarotonga 
Tel. No.: 682 28719 
Fax: 682 21881 
Email: abrown@agriculture.gov.ck 

Mr Teava Iro 
Partner to the Ministry of Agriculture 
Titikaveka Growers Association 
PO Box 107 
Rarotonga 
Tel. No.: 682-54089 
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ANNEX3 

PACIFIC FOOD SUMMIT WPR/DHP/NUT(1)/2010.1 
16 APRIL 2010 

Port Vila, Vanuatu 
21-23 Apri12010 

Tuesday, 20 Apri12010 

15:00- 18:00 

ENGLISH AND FRENCH 

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES 

Registration 

Wednesday, 21 April2010 

07:00- 08:15 

08:45 - 09:15 

09:45- 10:00 

10:00- 10:45 

Registration 

Opening 
Prayer, Pastor Joash Sina, Presbyterian Church, Port Vila 
Dr Shin Young-soo, Regional Director, WHO/Western Pacific 
Region 
Mr Feleti Teo, Deputy Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat 
Honourable Edward Nipake Natapei, Prime Minister, Vanuatu 

Group photo/coffee break 

Session 1: Introduction to Summit purpose and structure, draft 
framework for action and outcomes .document 

Review of meeting objectives, success criteria and describe the 
meeting process, Dr Temo Waqanivalu, Nutrition and Physical 
Activity Office, WHO (15 mins.) 
Presenting the draft Framework for Action and introducing the 
Summit outcomes document, Professor Don Matheson, Massey 
University, New Zealand (30 mins.) 



10:45-13:15 
areas 

13:15- 14:15 

14:15- 15:30 

15:30- 16:00 

16:00- 17:00 

Session 2: Meeting the challenge of food security: countries and 
setting priorities for national and Pacific-wide action, 
Dr Jimmie Rodgers (Facilitator), Director General, Secretariat of 
the Pacific Community 

Lunch 

Se:s:siuu 3. Met:liug Lhe challenge of food security: how industry, 
community groups and nongovernment organizations can support 
action to assure food security, Mr Len Tarivonda (Facilitator), 
Director, Department of Public Health, Ministry of Health, Vanuatu 

Opportunities for food industry and governments to improve the 
quality of processed food and protect health, Professor Glen 
Maberly, Director, Centre for Health Innovation and 
Partnership, Sydney West Area Health Service 
Rice fortification - an opportunity for reducing vitamin and 
mineral deficiencies, Mr David Welch, Technical Innovation 
Manager, Pacific SunRice 
Improving food quality through product reformulation, 
Mr Jacqui Webster, Senior Project Manager, Sydney West Area 
Health Ser\Jice 
Strengthening collaboration between public and private sectors, 
Mrs Dijana Green, Managing Director, Elevating Food Safety 
Opportunities for consumer groups to enhance food security, 
Mrs Premila Kumar, Chief Executive Officer, Consumer Council 
of Fiji 
Opportunities for nongovernmental organizations to enhance 
food security, Mrs Susana Tuisawau, Executive Director, Pacific 
Foundation for the Advancement of Women 
"Going local"" to enhance food security, Dr Lois Eng/berger, 
Research Adviser, Island Food Community of Pohnpei 

Coffee break 

Parallel sessions 
Session 4: Enhanced and sustainable production, processing and 
trading of safe and nutritious local food, Dr Vili Fuavao 
(Facilitator), Representative, FAO Sub-regional Office 

Setting the stage: agriculture challenges and support, Dr Vili 
Fuavao, 
Setting the stage: fisheries challenges and support, Dr Mike 
Batty, Director, FAME Division, SPC 
Strengthening policy, legal and regulatory frameworks -
Vanuatu perspective, Mr Johnson Naviti, Department of 
Strategic, Policy Planning and Aid Coordination, Vanuatu 
Responding to the challenge: overview of session, Dr Steve 
Rogers, Agricultural Consultant, FAO 

Session 5: Protect infants and vulnerable groups, Dr Eliab Some 
(Facilitator), Chief of Health and Sanitation, UNICEF 

Food security for infants and vulnerable groups, Dr Isiye 
Ndombi, Representative, UNICEF, Pacific 



18:30 

Breastmilk: food security for infants, Honourable Dr Neil 
Sharma, Minister for Health, Fiji 
Identifying the most vulnerable, (speaker to be confirmed) 

Evening reception 

Thursday, 22 April2010 

09:00- 10:00 

10:00- 10;30 

10:30- 12:30 

Cuuliuualiuu uf parallel sessions 
Session 4: Enhanced and sustainable production, processing and trading 

of safe and nutritious local food 
Session 5: Protect infants and vulnerable groups 

Coffee break 

Parallel sessions 
Session 6: Consumer empowerment and mobilizing partners, 

Dr Temo Waqanivalu (Facilitator) 
Strategies for empowering the community to improve food 
security, 
Dr Temo Waqanivalu (10 min.) 
Panel discussion: What churches/NGOs/consumers groups/food 
industry can do to: (50 min.) 
1. Give consumers a voice on food 
2. Help people make healthy food choices 
3. Ensure everyone has access to sufficient, healthy food 

Mrs Premila Kumar, (CEO Fiji Consumer Council) 
Mr Gad Koito, (Director, Adventist Health Department) 
Mr Tony Mahar (Director, Sustainable Development, Australian Food 
and Grocery Council) 
Dr Lois Englberger (Research Adviser, Island Food 

Facilitated table discussions on strategies and priority actions 
(60 min) Synthesis of discussions and conclusions 

Session 7: Regulatory frameworks, enforcement and compliance and 
public-private sector collaboration, Mr Peter Hoejskov, 
(Facilitator), Consultant, Food Safety, WHO, 

Introduction (3 min.), Mr Peter Hoejskov, Consultant 
Panel presentation and discussion (40 min.) 
Processed food and health- the case of Samoa, 
Honourable Gatoloaifaana Gidlow, Minister of Health, 
Samoa (7 min.) 
Why is food industry an essential partner in formulating and 
implementing food regulatory frameworks in the Pacific? (7 
min.) 
The need for and benefits from harmonizing standards across the 
Pacific, using CODEX as a guide, and sharing information and 
building capacity through Pacific Food Safety Quality 
Legislation Expert (PFSQLE) Group, Ms Ethel Mapolu, Chief 
Inspector for Health, Solomon Islands (5 min.)\ 
Questions and answers (15 min.) 
Facilitated table discussions on strategies and priority actions 
(60 min) 
Synthesis of discussions and conclusions 



12:30- 13:30 

13:30- 15:30 

Lunch 

Parallel sessions 
Session 8: Leadership and cooperation, Mr Feleti Teo (Facilitator, 

Deputy Secretary General, Pacific Island forum Secretariat) 
Partnerships for leading, coordinating and funding food security, 
Mr Su'a Thomsen, Director Strategic Partnership and 
Cuurdinutiun Prugrumme, Pacific Island Forum Secretariat (10 
min) 
Panel presentation and discussion (45 min.) 
Facilitated table discussions on strategies and priority actions 
(60 min.) 
Synthesis of discussions and conclusions 

Session 9: Building food security information systems, 

15:30- 16:00 

16:00-17:30 
of 

Friday, 23 April2010 

08:30- 10:00 

10:00- 10:45 

10:45- 12:00 

Dr Tommaso Cavalli-Sforza, Regional Adviser in Nutrition, 
WHO, (Facilitator) 

Assessing and monitoring food production and consumption, 
household income and expenditure, Mr Dirk Schulz, Food and 
Nutrition Office, FAO (10 min.) 
Assessing and monitoring nutritional status including risk factors 
for NCD and under-nutrition, Dr Rachel Mclean, University of 
Otago 
(10 min) 
Strengthening information systems by maximizing existing 
information and capacity, Mr Arthur Jorari, Demography and 
Statistics, SPC (10 min.) 
Economic modelling of costs and benefits for improving health 
through food security, Dr Wendy Snowdon, C-POND 
Coordinator, Fiji School of Medicine ( 10 min.) 
Facilitated table discussions on strategies and priority actions 
(75 min) 
Synthesis of discussions and conclusions 

Coffee break 

Plenary: reporting back on sessions 4,5 and 6 to identify priorities 
action 

Reporting back on sessions 7,8 and 9 
Dr Temo Waqanivalu and Professor Don Matheson (30 min) 

Coffee break 

Finalizing the framework for action and the way forward for a Food 
Secure Pacific, Dr Viti Fuavao (Facilitator), and Mr Mark Bebe 
(Co-Facilitator), Director General of Health, Vanuatu 

Making partnerships work in the Framework's implementation 
Professor Don Matheson 



12:00- 13:00 

13:00- 15:00 

15:00- 15:45 

15:45- 1700 

17:00 
Facilitator) 

18:30 

Reading the updated framework- read and meet (60 min.) 

Lunch 

Session 10: Finalizing the way forward for a Food Secure Pacific 
Finalization and agreement on the Framework for action -
a facilitated discussion, Professor Don Matheson 
Finalization and agreement on the Summit outcomes document
a facilitated dlsc.usslon, D1 \lili Fuuvuu 
Identifying the next steps to advocate the Framework for Action 
and Summit outcomes to Pacific leaders and governments, Dr 
Vili Fuavao 
Identifying the next steps for industry, nongovernment 
organizations and other partners in the implementation of the 
Framework for Action, Dr Vili Fuavao 

Coffee break 

Continuation of Session 10 

Closing, Dr Viii Fuavao (Faclilitator), Mr Mark Bebe (Co-

Honourable Steven Kalsakau, Minster of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Vanuatu 
Prayer- Vanuatu Christian Council 

Dinner hosted by the Government of Vanuatu 





ANNEX4 

SUMMIT MEDIA REPORTS 

In the lead up to the Pacific Food Summit, given the breadth of different stakeholders 
required to inform and adopt the Framework, a strategic communications approach 
was considered essential to ensure commitment, awareness and maximize 
opportunities for engagement amongst all stakeholders. Harnessing the power of the 
media to underpin the importance of a Pacific-wide, Pacific-led solution to the issues 
of food security and getting them on board to share information accurately with 
consumers was also seen as important. 

In August 2009, a joint communications and advocacy plan was drafted to provide 
direction to the Summit Secretariat, consisting of six different agencies: the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Global Health Institute 
(Sydney, Australia), the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIPS), the United Nations' 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

The Communications Plan outlined pre-Summit activities for building the body of 
knowledge on food security in the Pacific, so as to provide an evidence-base for 
decision-makers (case studies, fact sheets, website <www .foodsecurepacific.org> ); 
media training to increase the capacity of journalists to report accurately and identify 
news-worthy stories about food security; spokesperson training for government 
officials responsible for talking to the media about food security; and post-Summit 
community advocacy materials (including an open letter from Pacific medical 
associations, a preaching guide for Pacific pastors and priests about food security and 
NCDs), and a regional government advocacy strategy to reinvigorate the 'Healthy 
Islands' theme first mooted by Pacific leaders in 1995. 

As part of the Summit Media Report, a case study of the Summit was produced to be 
included in the forthcoming WHO Global Health Report. This is shown below along 
with a selection of press statements. 

4.1 Case Study: 

We are what we eat: communicating for political consensus and improved food 
security in the Pacific 

At the inaugural Pacific Food Summit in Port Vila, Vanuatu from 21-23 April2010, 
170 high-level representatives from more than 22 Pacific countries, representing 
governments, the private sector, NGOs, faith-based groups and development agencies 
endorsed the region's ambitious first, multi-sectoral Framework for Action for food 
security. 



Food security, defined in 2009, at the World Food Summit states that: 'Food security 
exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access 
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences 
for an active and healthy lifestyle.' 

The historic endorsement of the Framework for Action is particularly significant in 
that Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs) in particular are adversely 
affec:teci hy fooci ins~c.mity Global influences are increasing food prices, exacerbating 
an already heavy reliance on imported and processed foods. They also contribute to 
the loss of local harvesting, production and cultural knowledge and create uncertainty 
around food supply. As such, Pacific populations are at greater risk of malnutrition, 
food borne diseases and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). More than 50% of 
adults are overweight in most Pacific countries. Diabetes rates are more than 40% in 
some countries. Up to 80% of adults in the Pacific consume less than the 
recommended five or more serves of fruit and vegetables each day. 

The path to the Summit began in 2007 when it was proposed at the ih Pacific Health 
Ministers meeting. In the lead up, other regional Ministerial meetings endorsed the 
concept and six countries held National Food Summits. 

The Framework presents a comprehensive plan with principles and ideas for action 
that build upon previous meetings and plans and have been shared, discussed and 
endorsed by all sectors across the Pacific. The participatory approach engendered at 
the Summit meant that delegates identified the considerable role that less traditional 
sectors of transport, energy, ICT and education play in food security. The addition of a 
new theme in the Framework to address the cross-cutting function and enabling role 
of these sectors is notable. 

Getting multiple agencies on the same page and bringing the media onside 

In the lead up to the Pacific Food Summit, given the breadth of different stakeholders 
required to inform and adopt the Framework, a strategic communications approach 
was considered essential to ensure commitment, awareness and maximize 
opportunities for engagement amongst all stakeholders. Harnessing the power of the 
media to underpin the importance of a Pacific-wide, Pacific-led solution to the issues 
of food security and getting them on board to share information accurately with 
consumers was also seen as important. 

In August 2009, a joint communications and advocacy plan was drafted to provide 
direction to the Summit Secretariat, consisting of six different agencies: the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO),the Global Health Institute 
(Sydney, Australia), the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS), the United Nations' 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

The Communications Plan outlined pre-Summit activities for building the body of 
knowledge on food security in the Pacific, so as to provide an evidence-base for 
decision-makers (case studies, fact sheets, website <www.foodsecurepacific.org> ); 
media training to increase the capacity of journalists to report accurately and identify 
news-worthy stories about food security; spokesperson training for government 



officials responsible for talking to the media about food security; and post-Summit 
community advocacy materials (including an open letter from Pacific medical 
associations, a preaching guide for Pacific pastors and priests about food security and 
NCDs), and a regional government advocacy strategy to reinvigorate the 'Healthy 
Islands' theme first mooted by Pacific leaders in 1995. 

WHO and SPC pooled resources to offer media training to 12 young journalists from 
across the Pacific: Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Tshmcls, P;:tpml New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, .Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. A two-day training course was held, 
immediately prior to the Summit. Day One focused on introducing journalists to the 
concept of food security and how various sectors, for example, health, agriculture and 
trade, intersect with it. Technical experts from each of the agencies made 
presentations - with a focus on classroom participation - in their niche subject area, for 
example: WHO talked about NCDs, FAO spoke on agriculture and SPC on climate 
change. Day Two concentrated on improving journalists' soft skills: how to ask the 
tough questions in a cultural setting which discourages questioning one's elders, how 
to turn advocacy materials from agencies into news, how to build trust by operating 
with professionalism, and how to craft stories about food security after the Summit 
was over. A field trip, visiting a local fresh produce market, local healthy food 
manufacturers and a farm, provided journalists with the immediate opportunity to put 
their skills into action and generate stories. 

If we had to do it again, we'd repeat: 

Invest in common, consistent messaging and branding across all Agency partners 

Given that the topic of food security was generally thought to be little understood 
across the Pacific, it was essential not to add to any confusion. To this end, it was of 
particular importance to develop a consistent, branded identity under 'Food Secure 
Pacific'. All agencies agreed on common key primary and secondary messages, and 
that one common logo would be used in place of each agency's logo, so that all 
stakeholder information, including media and government correspondence would be 
badged corporately as 'Food Secure Pacific'. All committed to joint media releases 
and announcements. This ensured fair representation for all agencies and meant that 
stakeholders were presented with a united image. 

Present united messages to the media, and utilise unique relationships with 
individual journalists 

To this end, all agencies agreed to pre-approve media releases for quick distribution 
during the Pacific Food Summit, share speeches from key leaders prior to release, and 
a press conference roster system ensuring equal representation to the press over the 
three days of the Summit. A central press release list was assembled, with each agency 
committing to distribute and follow-up with key journalists with whom they had good 
connections. Each agency uploaded the press releases to their own websites and linked 
through to the media centre established at the Food Secure Pacific website. 

Equip journalists with knowledge, allow them unfettered access to leaders, and 
trust them with the stories 



Each journalist committed to filing at least three stories over the course of the Summit 
and jointly drafted a 'Statement of Commitment' outlining their commitment to 
continue to report on the topic. The journalists were then provided complete access to 
the Summit, including to all high-level representatives and given access to equipment 
to help t~em file stories. The trainers were on hand during the Summit to provide 
guidance as required. 

What did this result in? 

All leaders at the Summit endorsed the Framework. Leaders were informed as to what 
the media were reporting, and could see the interest generated, encouraging them to 
reach consensus. 

Pacific leaders had the opportunity to discuss policy and programmes with informed 
journalists who understood the topic and the necessity for action. Strong advocacy 
partnerships have been formed. 

The Summit also saw leaders agree to continue addressing these issues in a multi
sectoral way, at national level through future national food summits and other related 
activities, and at a regional level, through the work of Pacific bodies addressing food 
standard setting, information systems, laboratory support, training and human 
resources, amongst others. 

During the week in which the Summit was held more than 100 stories were generated 
across the Pacific, including coverage on Radio Australia's Pacific Beat and Radio 
New Zealand. 

More importantly for continuing advocacy, 12 journalists from half the Pacific island 
countries, and across all media - print, radio and broadcast - now have a unique 
insight into food security and connected topics such as NCDs, agriculture, trade and 
development. They have relationships with and access to key experts in the region, 
and a well of story ideas to draw from. Two weeks after the Summit, press releases 
sent from the WHO to specific journalists on different topics are being followed up 
immediately, with expert comment sought. Relationships between agencies and the 
media have also been built with, for example, Radio Australia agreeing to continue 
sourcing Pacific health stories from WHO for the remainder of the year. 

Impressively, for the six agencies involved, a model of working on joint media 
activities, in what is normally a competitive 'air-space', has been established. It has 
been agreed to keep the Communications Working Group convened to continue to 
work on food security communication issues across the region. 
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Healthy food, healthy people, healthy islands 

PORT VILA, Vanuatu, 14 April2010-Mention the Pacific, and most people think of 
sandy beaches, market stalls heavy with fruit and vegetables, seas teeming with fish, and 
happy, smiling people. Very few think: food crisis. And yet that is what is happening right 
now. 

Malnutrition, chronic obesity, sky-high levels of diabetes-these are the everyday realities of 
life in the Pacific islands. 

The Pacific Food Summit, to be held from 21-23 April in Port Vila, Vanuatu, is seeking to 
change this. The first gathering of its kind, the Summit will be attended by 130 senior 
government officials, food industry representatives, development agencies, and community 
group representatives from across the Pacific. 

The Summit will put healthy islands, healthy people and healthy food back on the Pacific 
agenda, calling on governments to ensure that everyone, everywhere has access to safe, 
affordable, nutritious food for active and healthy lives. 

Food security in the Pacific is threatened in many ways: declines in traditional food crops and 
fishing; increased dependence on imported foods; growing vulnerability to climate change; 
volatility in international commodity prices; and challenges to enact and enforce food safety 
and quality standards. 

Collectively, these and other threats are contributing to greater risk of noncommunicable 
diseases, vitamin and mineral deficiencies, and food-borne diseases in Pacific populations. 

Dr Chen Ken, World Health Organization (WHO) Representative for the South Pacific, 
commented: "People don't have access all the time to safe and healthy food. The principal 
consequences of this are noncommunicable diseases such as obesity and cardiovascular 
disease, as well as micronutrient deficiencies such as anaemia, and foodborne diseases. 
We're now seeing extreme diabetes rates, and people ill and dying from diseases that were 
once uncommon in the Pacific, but which are preventable. 

"When people think of the Pacific, they have a certain image in mind: a tropical paradise. 
And it is, but we want this to be the reality not just for the tourists who visit us, but also for 



the people who live here. We want to preserve these islands as healthy islands. And that 
means getting serious about improving food security, about making sure that good quality, 
nutritious and healthy food is available and that it's affordable for everyone." 

Dr Chen urged governments to see the downstream effects of not addressing these issues: 
declines in workforce productivity with a consequent impact on trade and development 
across the Pacific. "It is a clear humanitarian and development priority. as well as a political 
imperative, to use our regional strengths to build flexible and resilient food systems to protect 
food security," he said. 

Dr Chen thanked the Vanuatu Government for hosting the inaugural Pacific Food Summit 
and said he was encouraged to see so many stakeholders coming together to tackle the issue 
of food security. 

The Government of Vanuatu, in partnership with the Food Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the Global Health Institute (Sydney West Area Health Service), 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIPS), Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), the 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), has 
convened the Pacific Food Summit to work with key stakeholders to review national and 
regional threats to food security and finalize a Framework for Action on Food Security in the 
Pacific. 

"Ultimately, the Pacific Food Summit is not about producing pieces of paper, but about 
coordinated action that will see the Pacific become healthy once again," Dr Chen said. "We 
want healthy islands, healthy people, and healthy lives in a healthy Pacific." 

-ENDS-
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WE ARE WHAT WE EAT 
A radical rethink is needed on food if the Pacific is going to secure access to 

healthy, safe, high quality and nutritious food for all. 

Port Vila, Vanuatu 21 April 2010- Each day, each one of us has something to do with food: 
a farmer grows it, a fisherman catches it, an importer brings it in on boats, retailers sell it, 
consumers buy it, governments guide how well these systems work and we all eat it. 

Yet none of us has full control over food. Making sure every person has secure access to 
healthy, safe, high quality and nutritious food is everybody's business. 

The Pacific Food Summit, 21-23 April, Port Vila, Vanuatu, has brought together leaders from 
across the Pacific: from governments, industry, NGOs, development agencies, the media 
and community groups, in recognition that a radical rethink is necessary in order to improve 
food security for the Pacific. 

"Food security has been recognised by all Pacific leaders as being vitally important to the 
health and development of the Pacific . Food security is included as an action item in the 
Pacific Plan and I'm delighted to welcome participants to Vanuatu to discuss the next steps 
together," said His Excellency, the Acting Prime Minister of Vanuatu, the Honourable Mr 
Serge Vohor. 

"Under review will be the loss of agricultural land, the impact of climate change on food 
production, dependence on imported food, over-fishing, lifestyle changes and rising food 
prices. Related to some of these issues are the increasingly critical problems of lifestyle 
illnesses such as obesity, diabetes, heart disease and cancer." 

Speaking from the Summit, the World Health Organization's (WHO} Regional Director for 
the Western Region, Dr Shin Young-soo, provided further evidence of the impact of food 
insecurity on the increasing burden of non communicable diseases in the Pacific. 

"Let me give you an idea of the gravity of the situation. About a quarter of Pacific Island 
people suffer from preventable non communicable diseases. In some countries, nearly 80% 
of people are obese. Compare that with Australia, where the figure is less than 4%. Diabetes 
rates are correspondingly high- over 40% in some countries. 

"In many Pacific island countries, less than 60% of infants are exclusively breastfed at 6 
months of age, and the prevalence of iron-deficiency anaemia is reported to be 20% or 
more in both children and pregnant women in many places. 



"Our hope for this Summit is that governments will confirm their commitment to immediate 
action to address food security issues nationally and, where possible, regionally through a 
range of measures across key sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, trade and transport," 
commented Dr Shin. 

Traditionally, the Pacific achieved food security through sustainable agricultural and fishing 
practices and a reliance on local staples such as root and tubers, bananas and breadfruits. 
More recently, imported foods have helped contribute to food security by meeting a 
growing demand for more food and a greater variety of foods. However, food security in the 
Pacific is under threat. 

"The 2008 jump in food prices was a wake up call to countries who rely heavily on food 
imports and renewed the necessity for a call to urgent action," observed Mr Feliti Teo, 
Deputy Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS). 

"This vulnerability of the Pacific region has been highlighted by the dramatic increases in 
food prices seen within the region in the past few years. Now more than ever, concerted 
effort needs to be channelled into food security as the lack of, and supply of nutritious food 
and the increasing low quality of some imported foods threatens our Pacific livelihood." 

"PIFS is a strong advocate for collective responses and the need for effective coordination of 
development resources together with good governance practices to strengthen our efforts 
to address the issue of food security; which will in turn improve the quality and standard of 
living for the people of the Pacific. The Pacific Plan provides a strong regional framework for 
collaboration and cooperation and it is my hope that we will all keep to the values and 
principles espoused in it during the course of our deliberations at this important summit," 
says Mr Teo. 

The Secretariat for Pacific Community (SPC) shared the concern of those at the Summit. 
"The issue of land: ownership, access and usage also play a vital role in food security," 
remarked Dr Jimmie Rodgers, Director General of Secretariat of Pacific Community. 

"In addition, urbanization and high population growth rates (in excess of 2% in Melanesian 
countries), and limited available land for agricultural activities in Micronesian and atoll 
countries along with stagnant agricultural productivity in many countries is severely 
challenging existing farming systems to produce enough food to meet the needs of our 
growing populations. 

"The growing importance of the cash economy and the increasing number of claims on land 
for other uses as well as land disputes, combined with the gradual erosion of strong family 
and cultural norms of giving and sharing have all dramatically affected our traditional safety 
nets. It's time to re-discover our roots and invest in assuring a healthy Pacific for all," Dr 
Rodgers said. 

The Pacific cannot afford the health consequences of food insecurity. Acute care for NCDs is 
very expensive and the economic impact of early death and disability, before age 65, is 
staggering. By compromising the nutritional status and health of Pacific people, food 
insecurity reduces productivity and drains government resources . Ultimately, food 
insecurity contributes to the Pacific's burden of poverty and retards national development. 



"It is my hope that the Summit will conclude with a unanimous commitment to a 
Framework for Action for improved food security including a focus on leadership, regulation 
and enforcement, sustainable production, processing and trade, the protection of infants 
and vulnerable groups, consumer empowerment, and building a food security information 
system," he said. 

"Healthy islands are food secure, and we seek a renewed commitment to this vision," 
concluded H.E The Honourable Serge Vohor. 

-ENDS-
More information on following page. 
For further information, please visit www.foodsecurepacific.org and contact the following 
people: 
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NO FOOD SECURITY WITHOUT PROTECTING OUR LAND 
AND OUR POOR 

Boosting agriculture, creating viable local food systems and protecting the vulnerable will 
have measurable impacts on improving Pacific food security. 

Port Vila, Vanuatu 22 April 2010- Sustainable local agriculture and protecting the rights of 
the vulnerable have emerged as strong themes on Day Two of the Pacific Food Summit 
being held in Port Vila, Vanuatu. 

If people don't have access to safe, healthy, nutritious food, health and development 
outcomes are dramatically negatively impacted. Increasing sustainable agricultural 
productivity in the face of steadily more difficult environmental conditions is critical. 
Meeting current food needs without compromising the rights of future generations involves 
multisectoral policies and actions that target the most vulnerable. 

"Changing circumstances, including urbanisation, increased farm commercialisation, a 
dominating reliance on food imports, globalisation and climate change are threatening the 
capacity of local agriculture and fishery systems to produce a sustainable supply of 
nutritious food for local populations," comments Dr Viii Fuavao, Sub Regional 
Representative for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 

Population growth of above 2% in some Pacific island countries, places pressure on 
agricultural land, increasing demands on limited water resources from urban sectors, 
intensified cropping, and degradation and over fishing make the sustainable management of 
the natural resource base critical to food security and agricultural productivity. 

"We need dramatic change. Long-term food security requires establishing food supply 
systems that can mitigate risk and cope with stress. There is a need to create more resilient 
food systems, capable of adapting to shifts at local and regional levels and absorb 
disturbances resulting from the volatility of the global economic market and environmental 
changes," continues Dr Fuavao. 

Looking to the future, the integration of agricultural, food processing, value addition and 
non-agricultural business activities is essential in order to enhance food security. Conserving 
fish stocks and investing in sustainable management of our oceans is critical. 

"And the longer we leave taking strong action to create sustainable food supplies and 
supportive agricultural, the harder and more complex it becomes to fix it. Ultimately, that 
makes it harder to feed our people. None of us wants that," states Dr Fuavao. 



"Just as our land is exposed to increasing vulnerabilities, so to are our human communities," 
adds Dr lsiye Ndombi, Pacific Representative for the United Nations' Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). 

"Due to physiological needs, pregnant women, infants, children and adolescent girls are 
more vulnerable to food security and resulting issues such as anaemia. Micronutrient 
deficiencies, arising from poor quality of food, diets low in vegetables and fruits, lack of 
iodized salt and parasitic infections are a public health problem in a majority of Pacific 
countries . 

In 14 Pacific countries, anaemia is found in 19%-60% of preschool children, 12%-54% of non
pregnant women and 19%-57% of pregnant women. Vitamin A deficiency is present in 9%-
22% of preschool children. 

"All these are issues that are completely preventable," continues Dr Ndombi. "The good 
news is that if we prevent malnutrition during pregnancy and the first two years of life, we 
can make significant gains and directly reduce illness and death. For young children - the 
breast is best- all children need to be fed breastmilk exclusively for the first 6 months, and 
then other nutritious foods should be gradually introduced. 

For pregnant women, children and adolescent girls, micronutrient supplementation either 
through fortified foods or supplementation is the best option where there are difficulties in 
consuming enough nutrient-rich food. 

"We'd also like to work much more closely with our food industry partners to fortify foods, 
with micronutrients like folic acid, iodine and Vitamin A. This an area that we can really 
make some radical gains in. It's good news for health and it's good news for industry as they 
look for different market opportunities," urges Dr Ndombi. 

"Developing regulation for fortification of flour, rice and oil and iodization of salt, while 
regulating against the importation of high fat meats and foods will go a long way to alleviate 
the twin problems of micronutrient deficiency and chronic, non communicable disease that 
exist in the Pacific Region," confirmed Dr Glen Maberly, Director, Global Health Institute 
(GHI), a part of the Centre for Health Innovation and Partnership Sydney West Area Health 
Service (SWAHS) NSW, Australia 

The impact of food insecurity is most severe for the poorest members of the community 
and particularly those in urban areas without access to subsistence agriculture or fisheries. 
People affected by the frequent natural disasters that haunt the Pacific are also vulnerable. 

"In our quest for food security for all, we can't afford to leave anyone out. This is why 
agreed regional action is so important. We urge governments to move quickly to protect our 
land and our populations," agreed Drs Fuavao and Ndombi. 

-ENDS-

For further information, please visit www.foodsecurepacific.org and contact the following 
people: 
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HISTORIC PACIFIC GATHERING AGREES REGIONAL WAY 
FORWARD FOR IMPROVING FOOD SECURITY 

Recognising the priority given to action on food security in the Pacific Plan and 
acknowledging the call for action to address food security in the Pacific in order to sustain 

human life, minimise early death and ensure healthy and productive people, delegates at the 
inaugural Pacific Food Summit have agreed on a Framework for Action involving agriculture, 

health and trade to improve food security across the Pacific. 

Port Vila, Vanuatu- 23 April 2010: Messages resonating from the inaugural Pacific Food 
Summit are clear: everyone -from the Government to food traders to producers to 
community groups to individuals- has responsibility for making sure that all Pacific people 
have access to safe, nutritious, local food. This is critical to ensure the future health and 
prosperity of the Pacific. 

More than 170 delegates gathered over 3 days to discuss current concerns and potential 
solutions to the issue of food security in the Pacific. 

"The challenge to food security in our region is not only urgent but enormous. This historical 
gathering of a vast range of stakeholders has recognised access to safe, nutritious, quality 
food is a basic human right and a development issue that poses challenges for the future 
well being across the region," said Dr Chen Ken, Chair of the Summit Secretariat and WHO 
Representative for the South Pacific, World Health Organisation (WHO}. 

"Over the last 3 days, representatives gathered here have debated and formulated a 
Framework for Action that outlines a plan for an ambitious, but practical collaborative 
approach to pool resources, and to coordinate regionally for national benefit to sustain 
human life, minimise early death and ensure healthy and productive people." 

For the first time in the region, trade, health and agriculture Ministers- building on the vision 
of 'Healthy Islands' and recognizing the priority give to action on food security in the Pacific 
Plan, have jointly developed an approach to Food Security to support country action. 

"The outcome document marks the commitment of countries, regional agencies and all 
other stakeholders to a coordinated multi-sectoral response to food security as envisaged 
by leaders in the 39th Forum Leaders Meeting in 2008," said Mr Feleti Teo, Deputy Secretary 
General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS}. 

"Government representatives have undertaken to present the Framework to their leaders 
for endorsement and develop national implementation plans. Participating agencies will 



continue to support the implementation and resourcing of the strategies. The private sector 
must continue to provide input and consider innovating for food security solutions. Our 
development partners are vital in supporting the actions that flow from the Framework." 

The Government of Vanuatu has made a commitment to present the Framework to leaders 
at the 41st Pacific Islands Leaders Forum in August as the basis for further actions at 
national and regional levels to address food security challenges in a more comprehensive, 
inclusive and coordinated manner. 

"Food is central to our Pacific way of life. This Summit has shown us that we must build 
stronger partnerships and learn from our experience. We do not have all the answers to the 
challenges we face, but we have begun. And now, as we heard one of our esteemed 
Ministers remind us today: we must make your plan, follow our plan and do what we plan, 
so that we are better prepared to protect this precious resource now and for the future," 
ended Mr Teo. 

-ENDS-



ANNEXS 

SESSION 2: COUNTRY STATEMENTS ON FOOD SECURITY 

American Samoa 
"The Importance of Public Health Law and Policy in Protecting Food Security to 
restore Pacific Region Healthy Communities" 

Cuuuuunity behavior is linked to individual behavior. When conununities fail to invest in 
health and food security, conununity residents own choices and behaviors are affected as 
well. Individual decisions are formed by conununity norms and changing the resources for 
better choices available in conununities enables individuals to make healthier choices. 

The Pacific Region has lost its original healthy environment. The healthy environment that 
our ancestors and forefathers founded and lived and called "HOME". Because we have lost 
our healthy environment, we have also lost those norms and values that define it. Now we 
found ourselves in a new and different cultural environment, an "unhealthy" one. So our 
choices and behaviors are definitely affected by the resources produced by the new unhealthy 
Pacific Co nun unity environment. We have come to blame modernization, industrialization 
and westernization as the causes of changing the original Pacific Healthy environment to an 
unhealthy one. 

The world of public health and medicine have been preaching and advocating for healthful 
living habits and choices for nearly half a century, but only to find out that the Pacific Region 
is now in a state of emergency situation in regards to the NCD prevalence. The problem was, 
Food Security had been ignored in the mist of modernization and industrialization in recent 
decades until it was too late. During that period, an unhealthy Pacific environment took over 
and became the people's choices and norms. 

With this Pacific Food Summit, it is now time to restore the Pacific Region's healthy 
environment and conununities; we must reverse the situation; and we must begin with Food 
Security as a key strategy. The 2-1-22 Leadership through it's NCD and Food Security 
Frameworks must restore the Pacific Regions Healthy conununities. We must put these 
Frameworks to work and make it happen. 

But how? How will the 2-1-22 Leadership put the Frameworks to work? American Samoa 
believes that this should be the most important question this Summit must ask. Because the 
right questions asked, raises the guiding principles to right answers and solutions. 

As mentioned earlier in this Statement, Public Health has been advocating and preaching 
about the unhealthy diet and the unhealthy eating habits as risk factors to NCD for half a 
century; and if we are to find out where public health and medicine have failed, it is right 
here. Public health and medicine have failed in their history to prevent and control the risk 
factors toward NCD in the Pacific 
Region and the world over. 

So what must be the 2-1-22 Leadership answer to the important question asked by American 
Samoa? How should we do it? Should we continue to sing the same song on a different 
note? No, because as long as we sing the same song, we have the same message and strategy. 
The 2-1-22 Leadership must aggressively and courageously take new directions with bold 
actions. American Samoa believes that there is a potent public health weapons that has yet to 
be seriously considered and putt~ use. It is time to look at Public Health Law and Policy as 
the new direction for solutions. It is time for the 2-1-22 Leadership to aggressively and 



boldly examined and advocate for, and used the Law to justify what is right for the "Public's" 
health. The word "PUBLIC" means, "PEOPLE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE". It is time for 
governments to be more seriously involved with the people's health by advocating for 
justifiable laws to protect the "public's" health without violating their civil liberties. It is 
time to take away some of the people's bad choices that determine bad behaviors towards 
unhealthy lifestyle. It is time to restore the Pacific Region's Healthy communities through 
Public Health Law and Policy. 

The recent historical initiative by the Government of Samoa to ban "turkey tail" as an 
unhealthy food is a champion Resolution for the Pacific countries and 2-1-22 Leadership to 
follow. This government of Samoa's initiative was absolutely justifiable because it 
advocated and addressed the importance of protecting the "Public's" health. The 2-1-22 
frameworks must look at this type of regulations and policies and advocate for more. And, if 
removing some of the people's choices can prove to restore healthy Pacific communities, 
then this is Social Justice. 

American Samoa has endorsed the 2-1-22 Leadership Framework for NCD's and Food 
Security with recommendations to emphasize Public Health laws and policies to support 
them. 

Prepared and Submitted by:Tuiasina Dr. Salama Laumoli, Director, American Samoa 
Department of Health andMs. Rachael Peters, Business Specialist,American Samoa 
Department of Commerce 

Cook Islands 
The Cook Islands are heavily reliant on imported food. The trade deficit is very high with 
83.4% of food consumed imported, while 16.6% is locally produced. A large proportion of 
these imported foods is not only expensive but is also high in fat, sugar and salt. 84.7% of 
Cook Islanders are not consuming the recommended 5 or more servings of fruit and 
vegetables a day which has contributed to the high prevalence rates of obesity and NCD.s and 
as such these are also the major causes of mortality and morbidity today. 

The Cook Islands held its first National Food Summit from 12-13 November 2009. Main 
outcomes of the national food summit can be grouped into the following themes: 

• Co-ordination & Collaboration: Formation of a multisectoral 'Food Authority 
Committee 

• Legislative - Improve quality control of imported and locally produced food-
• Usage: Encourage greater use of locally produced foods within local food industry in 

particular tourism 
• Trade: Facilitating trade - local markets for local growers e.g establishing supply 

contracts with local businesses 
• Climate Change: Developing solutions to overcome the impact of climate change 
• Food Production: Improve local food production and access -land is becoming scarce 

especially for agricultural purposes. 

The Cook Islands National Sustainable Development Plan 2007-2010, has identified food 
security as an issue that requires attention. Targeted actions include the enactment of food 
regulations, development of the National Agricultural and Livestock Development Strategy 
and the National Risk Plan of Action for Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster Management. 
These of course will be complemented by strategies in the areas of health, education, 
infrastructure, economic development, environmental management. 



The national summit outcomes will be included in the new framework which will hopefully 
provide more of the holistic approach that is needed to drive the food security issue further. 
This regional framework we hope will provide a broader outlook (resources, technical 
expertise) on how national planning can be strengthened and supported through various 
mechanisms available at the regional level. 

We have the various policies and plans related to Food Security in place; 
• Health Strategic Plan 
• NCD Strategy 
• Agriculture Strategy 
• Agriculture revitalization project 
• National Environment Services strategy 
• Land use policy - alternatives for land use (growing, tourism,) 
• Water safety plan 
• IWRM - integrated water resource management plan 
• Draft- Sports and physical education policy 
• Education Master plan 
• MDG report (draft) 
• Cook Islands Marine Institutional Strengthening programme 
• Various small community based projects 
• Removal of levies (except for alcohol, tobacco, fuel and vehicles) 
• National Energy Policy- leaning towards renewable energy initiatives 

Despite the existence of the many policies and.strategies, we need support in implementing 
some if not all of them. Legislative frameworks are also archaic and need to be reviewed to 
keep up with the times and address new challenges presented especially within the food 
security agenda. Recent relevant lesgislations include Consumer Protection Act, Fair Trade 
Act, Draft Food Regulations, Biosecurity Act. 

We have also signed up to various conventions (bilaterals, multilaterals) that the regional 
framework may like to elaborate further on, such as PICTA -PACER covering trade issues 
for Forum Island countries. CRC, CEDAW Cairns Compact (to name a few), we need 
resources and general overall support from key partners to ensure that the food security 
agenda is realized and supported by all. 

We support the regional framework and welcome this opportunity to strengthen it further 
where possible so that it also becomes useful for our own planning purposes and the 
imminent challenges we face within the prevailing times. 

Some gaps have been identified within the Pacific Framework such as energy in respect of 
the paradigm of real alternative resolve and growing production systems and others will be 
put forward during the various discussions during the meeting. 

Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas (transcribed from slides) 
Selling your ideas is challenging. First, you must get your listeners to agree with you in 
principle. Then, you must move them to action. 

The report card on food security themes and strategies shows that within CMNI food security 
is not a priority and capacity and communication on food security issues is limited. CNMI 
and other jurisdictions have $$ issues and the governments partnership is very limited. 
However, Public-Private sector partnerships, such as Women, Infant Children nutrition 



program, Diabetes (NCD) program and Manamko program, numerous coalitions for NCD, 
work and successfully and there are coalitions of willing, WHO, FDA, PIHOA, SPC, 
NPEHA, all the private partnership to improve our Pacific. 

We want policy and frontline decisions to be science-based and we want readily access 
technology such as scientific and technical support. We also want continued to support, 
enlighten, promote, partners, staff and associates to build on success stories. 

We believe as partners that we can help and contribute to minimize health risk factors, such 
as food security, NCD, nutritional values, improve working relationships and partnerships 
public, private and NGOs. Let's get practical in our vision and synergize for practical 
solutions. Thank you and Si Yu' us rna' ase 

Federated States of Micronesia (transcribed from slides) 
FSM view on the draft Framework is presented across 3 areas. The first is an overview of the 
food security situation at FSM, the second are the priorities for action on food security on 
FSM and the third are the FSM comments on the draft Framework. 

Food security is an issue on FSM Chief Executives Council meeting agenda. There are 
concerns about the increases in prices of food and fuel, natural disasters, NCD and health, 
resources and development, and the environment. At the State and National Leadership 
Conference in March 2010, there was a declaration of commitment on food security to pursue 
a policy towards food security. 

FSM held a Food Summit on March 29 to Aprill 2010. The Summit's objectives were to 
highlight FSM commitments to addressing food security, identify gaps, challenges and 
threats to food security, and develop recommendations, action plan and a food security 
policy. The outcomes of the Summit were: a draft FSM food security policy; a draft FSM 
food security action plan; and the FSM inputs to the Pacific Food Summit. One of the aims 
of the FSM food security policy is to promote local food production, consumption and 
awareness for their cultural health environments. 

The policy involves all sectors. The agricultural sector is focusing on diversification of 
agricultural systems, increased production and sustainable agricultural practices. The 
fisheries sector is focusing on sustainable management, capacity building and protecting 
marine resources. 

The Trade sector has an investment promotion in the agricultural sector and is focusing on 
international trade policies that reduce the risk to food security and, of course, improving the 
national income. The health sector is focused on development and implementation of 
policies and action plans for NCD, nutrition, food safety, gender development; etc. 

The Health sector is also reviewing and developing appropriate legislation and standards. 
The sector is also engaged in health promotion and capacity building and training and also 
strengthening public health surveillance activities. 

The Environment and Climate Change sector is attempting to mainstream climate change into 
all other sector policies and plans. The sector is also developing climate change adaptation 
and mitigation strategies and vulnerability and adaptation assessments. The Micronesian 
Challenge (marine and terrestrial biodiversity conservation) and disaster preparedness and 
response and investigation into renewable energy are also priority action areas for this sector. 



The Education and Research sector are developing and implementing the education sector 
policy and action plan. It aims to provide appropriate nutrition education programs and 
sustainable plant and animal production. Research in the FSM is focusing on advanced 
technology techniques and the empowerment of Micronesians. 

The Transport section, besides developing and implementing the transportation sector policy 
and action plan, is seeking ways to improve shipping and airline transportation services and 
the procurement of reliable ships for interstate services. The sector is also responsible for the 
iuslallaliuu uf uet.:essary airport and seaport infrastructure. Establishment of a transport 
sector is a part of the FSM Compact with the USA. 

It is recommended that because transport is a major issue for Micronesia, that the draft 
Framework for Action on Food Security seriously consider and address transportation issues. 

Fiji 
1. Background 

Fiji's first ever food summit was held on 14-16 October 2009. 

1.1 The purpose of the Summit was to determine how the public and private-civic sectors 
can work together to improve the health benefits of improving food security. 

1.2 The main objectives of the Summit; 
(i) to scope the key issues and health problems, such as NCDs and micronutrient 

deficiencies that can be addressed through improved food security and 
nutrition; 

(ii) to set out what the food producers/traders, health sectors and regulartors can 
do together to support Food Security and improve nutrition; and 

(iii) to determine what partnerships are needed to enhance food security and 
improve nutrition and how these can be created and sustained. 

1.3 The Summit was officially opened by the Prime Minister, Commodore J.V. 
Bainimarama. The Prime Minister highlighted that Food Security is about the 
welfare of people of people which is an integral and fundamental objective of 
Strategic Framework for Change, thus food security is a cornerstone of 
Government's development strategy. 

1.4 Food Security and safety is not the business of Ministry of Health alone. The 
Government relies on the support of all stakeholders, working together in partnership 
to achieve the national goal. 

1.5 The Ministry of Agriculture's role in food production and income security through 
agricultural sector growth was outlined. It's major challenges are security of land 
tenure; loss of productive land to residential development; poor land management 
that leads to deforestation and loss of biodiversity. 

1.6 The industries (producers and manufacturers) outlined the challenges and problems 
faced in food production: 
(i) poor integration between government departments in terms of projects and 

programme implementation; 
(ii) lack of institutional capacity; 
(iii) lack of appropriate research and development - upgrade of current facilities; 
(iv) lack of government investment into capital projects- infrastructure 

development; 
(v) inadequate protection for local industry; 
(vi) inconsistent supply; 

2. Outcome of the Fiji Food Summit 2009 



2.1 The Summit agreed that NCDs and micronutrient deficiencies are major threats to the 
Fiji economy. All stakeholders agreed that food security is everyone's responsibility 
and the public and private sector should maintain dialogue on issues such as 
improving food production and quality and how government can assist to improve 
food availability. 

2.2 The government has set a goal to reduce the food import bill from $105 million to 
$21 million over a 3-year period, which can only be achieved by increased private 
sector investment in Agriculture, creation of market, control on pests and disease 
spread, development of infrastructure and value adding. 

2.3 At the conclusion of the Summit the stakeholders agreed to 8 areas that need 
immediate attention to ensure food security and economic development: 
(i) Education and training; 
(ii) Regulations and Standards; 
(iii) Production/Research and Development; 
(iv) Trade and Marketing; 
(v) Partnership 
(vi) Organisation strengthening 
(vii) Infrastructure and facilities; and 
(viii) Land tenure 

2.4 A variety of implementations have commenced in all 8 areas. 
2.5 Country-specific issues - Monitoring and Evaluation. 

3. National Symposium on Food Security and Export-led Growth for Resource-based 
sectors, 151

h April 2010. 
3.1 The Fiji Government has taken food security concept to the next level by organizing 

a National Symposium on Food Security and Export-led Growth for Resources-based 
sectors last week. 

3.2 The recommendations from the Food Summit held last year, 2009, and the 
recommendations from last week's symposium will be considered together by 
Government in order to develop a consolidated National Plan of Action. 

4. Draft - endorse - smaller group discussions. 

French Polynesia 
Ou en est la Polynesie fran~aise en matiere de securite alimentaire ? 

La crise economique et financiere touche durement Ia Polynesie fran<;aise, mais elle n' est pas 
que conjoncturelle et ses determinants sont d'ordre structure!, selon les analyses 
economiques. Une grande dependance economique et alimentaire vis a vis de 1' exterieur, un 
cout de la vie trop cher, une urbanisation acceleree causant un bouleversement social et 
culture! de la societe, la precarisation croissante, I' emergence de nouveaux risques sanitaires 
lies a I' evolution des modes de vie et des systemes de production, Ies depenses de sante 
pes ant sur I' equilibre du systeme de protection sociale generalisee ... 
A cela, s'ajoutent les catastrophes naturelles (depressions tropicales, rechauffement 
climatique) qui menacent nos lies et nos populations. 

Face a ces defis, Ia Polynesie fran<;aise a tatonne pendant de longues annees pour repondre 
aux besoins de securite alimentaire, dans toutes leurs dimensions. La prise de conscience que 
1' action multisectorielle est incontournable, se developpe. Elle se concretise de plus en plus 
par la creation d'organes interministeriels et Ia recherche multi partenariale dans la reflexion, 



la planification des politiques et des programmes d' action, la mise en commun des moyens et 
des competences. 

Ainsi, de juin a septembre 2009, la Polynesie fran<;aise s'est engagee avec l'Etat fran<;ais 
dans les etats generaux de l'Outre-mer en organisant une grande consultation des citoyens et 
des acteurs de la societe civile, sur son developpement economique et social pour les 20 
prochaines annees. Ces travaux ont permis d'etablir un vaste etat des lieux, d'analyser les 
faiblesses et les forces dans tous les secteurs economiques, sociaux et culturels, et de 
uewuler ues grandes propositions quant aux orientations des tutures politiques publiques 
pour un developpement durable. 
Dans le domaine de la securite alimentaire, de grandes idees se sont degagees comme par 
exemple: 

une moindre dependance alimentaire par une organisation des productions et de la 
distribution des ressources agricoles et marines et par !'installation de poles et de filieres 
economiques de competitivite et generateurs d' emplois ; 
une coherence des politiques de sante, de solidarite et de la famille devant mettre 1' accent 
sur une repartition des ressources et la ma1trise des depenses de sante, la prevention des 
maladies non transmissibles et la promotion de la sante et la politique de la vieillesse de 
demain; 
un developpement durable et ecologique base sur une meilleure gestion des espaces 
terrestres ~t maritimes, et une politique energetique visant a la citoyennete responsable. 

La mise en ~uvre des programmes dans les differents secteurs leaders progresse lentement 
malgre la crise politique que conna1t le pays depuis 2004. 

Un projet de politique agricole pour la Polynesie fran<;aise d'ici 2020 est en cours de 
finalisation. Ses principaux axes concernent : 

la souverainete alimentaire, passant par une autosuffisance alimentaire et le 
developpement des ressources locales ; 
une agriculture durable et respectueuse de 1' environnement, mains consommatrice 
d'engrais et de pesticides; 
le developpement d' une economie agricole en utilisant son fort potentiel de richesses et 
d'emplois et par une professionnalisation du secteur; 
le maintien des populations dans les archipels dans une perspective sociale et 
economique des lies eloignees par la pluriactivite ; 
1' amenagement des surfaces agricoles ; 
1' association des professionnels du secteur agricole a la gestion des programmes de 
developpement. 

Dans le secteur de la sante, les programmes de prevention des facteurs de risque des maladies 
liees aux modes de vie sont reconnus comme des priorites depuis 1999. L'adoption de 
comportements alimentaires sains et la qualite des disponibilites alimentaires constituent un 
axe fort de la lutte contre les maladies chroniques. L'hygiene alimentaire, la surveillance et le 
controle des risques ciguateriques et d'exposition aux residus de pesticides font partie des 
missions de la sante publique. En 2003, la Polynesie fran<;aise met en place une taxation des 
produits sucres et des boissons alcoolisees pour creer un fonds de prevention servant a 
financer des actions de promotion de la sante. 

Les mesures reglementaires en faveur de la securite alimentaire sont des instruments 
coercitifs positifs et negatifs, qui ont ete mis en place dans les domaines suivants : 

1' accessibilite aux aliments, avec une reglementation fix ant les marges de 
commercialisation des produits alimentaires dits de premiere necessite et de grande 
consommation ; 



la protection des productions locales par une reglementation des prix de certains produits 
agricoles, des mesures d'interdiction d'importations et par des subventions aux transports 
des produits agricoles ; 
la promotion de la sante et la protection des consommateurs : baisse du prix de 1' eau 
locale embouteillee, taxation des produits sucres et de l'alcool, controle des prix et des 
fraudes, etiquetage des denrees, information des consommateurs sur les prix alimentaires 
et la qualite des aliments. 

Une collaboration entre la Polynesie fran<;aise et Je Secretariat general de la Communaute du 
Pacifique est en cours de validation sous la forme d'une strategie conjointe intersectorielle 
pour les 3 prochaines annees. Elle engage des actions de cooperation technique et financiere 
pour le developpement des ressources terrestres et maritimes, et le developpement social et 
de la sante. 

Commentaires sur le cadre d'action regional pour la securite alimentaire dans le Pacifique 
La securite alimentaire constitue un defi et un objectif qui impliquent de nombreux secteurs 
d'activites, en termes de developpement economique et culture!, et de developpement de la 
sante des populations dans le Pacifique. 

Les douze premieres pages du document du cadre d'action sont les plus importantes, a nos 
yeux. Poser une definition commune de la securite alimentaire et decliner un modele 
conceptuel dans le Pacifique a partir d'une vision et des valeurs partagees par tout un chacun, 
sont les bases fondamentales d'un cadre d'action pour qu'il soit valable et accepte par tous 
les pays du Pacifique. 

En proposant une definition aussi large de la securite alimentaire, les domaines 
d'interventions sont tres vastes et multidimensionnels. On peut craindre que le cadre d'action 
apparaisse trop ambitieux et difficile a mettre en reuvre. Toutefois, il est logique et structure 
dans son approche methodologique avec les 6 themes definis, et qui nous apparaissent 
appropries et essentiels pour ameliorer la securite alimentaire dans le Pacifique. L'existence 
de ce cadre d' action represente done pour la region une avancee importante et une force pour 
aider les pays a ma1triser et reduire de fa<;on durable, les risques et les impacts sur la securite 
alimentaire. 

QueUe faisabilite du cadre d 'action en Polynesie franr;aise ? 
Le cadre d'action pour la securite alimentaire dans le Pacifique est clair, coherent et 

pragmatique. ll est utile en tant que guide pour les planificateurs, les acteurs et les decideurs. 
Le niveau de mise en reuvre des strategies preconisees dans chacun des 6 themes est variable 
en Polynesie fran<;aise. Si les themes 3 (Production,fabrication et commercialisation 
augmentees et soutenues d'aliments locaux sains et nutritifs), 4 (Protection des nourrissons 
et des groupes vulnerables) et 5 (Droit des consommateurs et mobilisation des partenaires) 
sont depuis longtemps developpes (avec encore des ameliorations a apporter), nous 
commen<;ons a agir pour les themes 1 (Leadership et cooperation) et 2 (Elaboration, entree 
en vigueur et verification de la conformite reglementaire et collaboration entre les secteurs 
publics et prives), mais nous avons moins bien progresse sur le theme 6 (Systeme 
d'information de Ia securite alimentaire). En conclusion, la Polynesie fran<;aise reuvre dans 
la meme mouvance et Ia philosophie d'intervention que propose aujourd'hui le cadre d' action 
regional pour la securite alimentaire. 

Guam 
V. Peter Roberto, Department of Health and Social Services 



The realities of NCD on Guahan is such that the incidence of diabetes, cancer, obesity, heart 
attacks and strokes related to life-style behaviour is high and cause for alarm. Today, we see 
children being diagnosed with type 2 diabetes and adults dying at younger ages. 

As such, the Lieutenant-Governor of Guahan has championed his initiative "healthy Guahan 
initiative" through Executive Order. Though the road ahead may seem distant to a 
community with high incidence of NCD, it is a beginning to chart towards the right course 
for wellness and healthy communities. Some results from this initiative are seen at the 
polil;y, L:uuuuuuily ami organizational level, engaging partners trom multi-sectoral levels
from island resident, village mayors, faith-based communities, WHO, government and private 
sectors . As such, insurance coverage provides for access to fitness centres allowing 
government employees and encouraging private and NGOs and all sectors to support policy 
for employers to engage in fitness programmes and a wide outreach in the community 
involving all partners to include public health screening, nutrition and healthy behaviours, 
promoting health. Perhaps one significant impact is embedding healthy foods and 
alternatives during social and faith-based community gatherings. 

The vision for the healthy Guahan initiative is appropriately themed "H. E. A. L. T. H." 
(Having Every Age Live and Think Healthier). The vision provides for the thinking and 
living, at all ages, health activities, health promotion and well-being that is a life-long process 
at all stages of development. 

Guahan commends the Food Security Working group and the proposed Framework. The 
conceptual framework values and principles we find can be generalized in other subject 
matter areas. One aspect of the model, as recommended for consideration, is the inclusion of 
cultural sensitivity. This draft document may also consider developing a "Weaving the food 
security mat" which captures in a cross-cutting diagram of the values and principles and 
themes of the strategic action framework. Guahan thank the major partners, WHO and SPC, 
for sponsoring this historic summit and extend our sincere and humble thanks and 
appreciation to the governments of Vanuatu and the Vanuatu Ministries of Health and 
AgriCulture. 

Guahan looks forward to the next few days and to engage with our brothers and sisters of the 
Pacific in providing for food security. 

Kiribati 
First I would like to join previous speakers to convey our warm greetings on behalf of the 
Government of Kiribati and to thank the Government of Vanuatu and the people of Vanuatu 
for hosting the Pacific Food Summit for the first time in the Pacific. The warm welcome from 
Vanuatu is much felt from the very beginning of our arrival here. The delegation from 
Kiribati acknowledges this with much appreciation. 
Let me greet you all in my language, "Kam na bane ni mauri". 

Although the Minister who is supposed to be here but cannot make it because of the 
Parliament session which is still on from last week and to end this Friday, it should be made 
clear that the Government of Kiribati strongly supports the Pacific Food Summit. 

Kiribati is faced with the same challenges to come up with proposed strategies and potential 
actions appropriate for Food Security. Kiribati appreciates the assistance of WHO, UNICEF, 
SPC and FAO in providing support excellent in that- A National Food Summit in Kiribati be 
held for this purpose in conjunction with the preparation prior to this summit. 



The Kiribati National Food Surrunit was conducted for 3 days from the 91
h to the 11th of 

February 2010 in Tarawa and attended by Government Ministries, Non-Government 
Organisations, Mayors from Outer-Island Councils, Women Group representatives, 
Churches, and businesses. The Report still in draft form, however, it contains the proposed 
strategies and actions that are more specific to address food insecurity issues at the national 
level. Issues to mention a few: dependency on imported food items that are poor in nutritional 
values, uncoordinated actions to address food insecurity, weak in the enforcement of existing 
laws for food safety, decreasing in traditional food crops like coconut and pandanus, 1mpacts 
of climate change and sea level rise on agriculture, fisheries and marine resources, water and 
so forth: The summary of these is made available as Annex 1 of this Statement to be provided 
to the Secretariat. 

Kiribati wishes to acknowledge the excellent effort of those who have done the compilation 
in producing the Draft Pacific Food Surrunit Framework for Action 2011-2015. The Draft 
Framework presents the selected suited 6 Themes for this Surrunit with their respective list of 
proposed strategies and potential actions believed to have been listed based on their logistical 
importance. Updates in the context of Kiribati, are presented in the matrix as Annex 1 again 
attached as part of this country statement. 

Last but not the least, Kiribati is willing to share with colleagues in the Pacific changes that 
are needed to be incorporated in the draft Pacific Framework for Action. An example for an 
atoll country, to reflect the priority and urgency of improving the value of imported food 
items taking into account the limited varieties of based agricultural products. Replanting of 
coconut in particular in all parts of Kiribati is most needed. In this regard, the Pacific 
Framework should note the importance of the listed outcomes and recommendations of the 
National Report on Food Summit conducted as complimentary proposals for the framework. 

Marshall Islands 
Amenta Matthew, Minister of Health 

It is an honor for me to represent the Government of the Marshall Islands in this very 
important Pacific Food Surrunit. I like to thank the government and people of Vanuatu for 
the kind hospitality extended to me and my delegation since our arrival here in beautiful Port 
Vila. I congratulate the Government of Vanuatu, the many regional and international 
organizations involved, and the organizing corrunittee for successfully hosting this important 
Surrunit. 

On July 3, 2008, my government declared a "State of (Economic) Emergency" because of 
high global food and fuel prices. Within a very short period, the price of imported 
commodities rose sharply. In our urban centers, the price of a 20 pound bag of rice increased 
from an average of USD$8.00 to around USD$18.00; the price of a bag of rice almost tripled 
in our outer islands. During the year, retail food prices jumped 33 percent. 

The Majuro Consumer Price Index (CPI) during this period had increased across-the-board 
by a sizable 24.1 percent. During the same period prices in the housing, utilities, and major 
appliances group jumped by a massive 55.1 percent, and transportation increased by 28.7 
percent. 

I bring this to the attention of my colleagues around the table because if there was a lesson 
learned from our experience, it was that we were ill-prepared to effectively deal with soaring 



food prices, and that we, as a nation, must focus our efforts on strengthening traditional and 
sustainable agriculture and fishing practices, and increase our reliance on traditional staples. 

And as we continue to study and learn from our 2008 experience, we have come to appreciate 
the complexity that is food security. 

As an atoll nation, the Republic of the Marshall Islands is extremely vulnerable to the effects 
of climate change. What we have learned from our experience in 2008 is that climate change 
musl be mainstreamed into our national development strategy on food security. As correctly 
noted in the draft Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific, "climate change, 
including more frequent and intense natural disasters and changes in the suitability of land 
and water for agriculture and fisheries, is eroding the Pacific countries' and areas capacity to 
sustain local food production." 

The Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, on the 5th of March 2010 has passed 
and endorsed its National Food Safety Act. The said Act gives the relevant Ministries more 
latitudes to regulate and control handling of food right from the farm-to- the tables or to 
declare certain foods are prohibited for selling. It also regulates the importation of food from 
abroad. The Ministry of Health is extremely aware of the fact that human consumption of 
food, whatever amount, can either contribute to our well-being or create unhealthy conditions 
that can destroy life. At any rate, the Marshall Islands has attempted to reverse the negative 
effects of diabetes through changing of diets; consumption of food with lot of micro
nutrients, vitamins and diets that are recognized as local native food to the Marshall Islands. 

My government welcomes the draft Framework for Action, and my delegation looks forward 
to working closely with colleagues and experts around the table to finalize this important 
document. 

My delegation also looks forward to learning from countries that have already held their 
national food summits as we prepare to host our national food summit later in the year. 

Kommool tata. 

Nauru 
The Nauru delegation initially wishes to record its appreciation for the hospitality extended 
by the Government of Vanuatu since our arrival. 

Nauru wishes to convey apologies from Hon Fredrick Pitcher, Minister for Commerce, 
Industries and Environment and Mr. Mathew Batsiua, Minister for Health due to unforeseen 
national priorities cannot attend the Summit as initially planned. 

Nauru's delegation acknowledges the joint effort undertaken by WHO/FAO and all our 
development partners in translating our leaders vision and directions into the Draft 
Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific. 
The challenge for us now, once and if endorsed to ensure practical implementation as 
appropriate at country level taking into account realities on the ground. 

Nauru recognises the Framework stipulates national responsibilities, however it should be 
stressed national budgets are already significantly burdened, compounded by competing 
national priorities and real capacity limitation and gaps. 



Given the resource constraints Nauru faces we will continue to require both technical and 
funding support to progress the Frameworks according to Nauru's development priorities. 
Nauru wishes to highlight the costs of information technology in some Pacific countries are 
poor where available extremely expensive. 

Nauru wishes to caution attaching the Pacific to other regional mechanisms such as the 
FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for North America and the South West Pacific. Given 
the small size of the Pacific we are often consumed by larger Asian bodies and Nauru 
anticipates the l•ood Secure .Pac1hc W orkmg Group will torm the basis for a .Pacific body to 
care for its needs. 

The WHO Stepwise Survey results is not good reading for Nauru and the Framework 
complements the NCD risk factors of unhealthy eating habits, recognising the other risk 
factors of tobacco and alcohol and physical inactivity. As a consequence the Nauru 
delegation endorses the Framework in principle whilst discussions unfold uring the next three 
days. 

New Caledonia 
Situation et priorites de Ia Nouvelle-Caledonie Intervention de Ia delegation caledonienne. 
Dr Jean-Paul Grangeon 

Tout d'abord, je tiens, a exprimer les remerciements du gouvernement de la Nouvelle
Caledonie, au Gouvernement du Vanuatu pour Ia qualite de l'accueil a Vanuatu ainsi que 
l'OMS et la CPS pour !'organisation de ce somrnet important pour la sante des populations 
de la region 

Je souhaite egalement transmettre les excuses de Monsieur Philippe DUNOYER, Membre du 
gouvernement de la Nouvelle-Caledonie en charge du secteur de la sante et de Monsieur 
d'ANGLEBERMES, Membre du gouvernement en charge du secteur de !'agriculture pour 
leur absence, retenus a d'importantes reunions au gouvernement. 
La Nouvelle-Caledonie felicite le secretariat pour la realisation du document « projet de 
cadre d' action sur la securite alimentaire dans Ie Pacifique » qui est a la fois tres complet et 
operationnel et approuve entierement les strategies et les actions recomrnandees. 

Pour ce qui concerne la Nouvelle-Caledonie, Ia situation generale en matiere de securite 
sanitaire des aliments est contrastee. 
Les Caledoniens souffrent d'une malnutrition, c'est a dire d'une alimentation desequilibree, 
trop riche, qui entra!ne des pathologies de surcharge importante. Ainsi, nous constatons 25% 
de deces dus aux maladies cardio-vasculaires dont on sait que l'un des responsables est la 
surcharge ponderale, 10 a 15% de diabetiques en fonction des caracteristiques 
socioculturelles des personnes, 20 a 25% d'enfant de 10 ans en surcharge ponderales. Ces 
donnees inquietent les autorites sanitaires, car nous le savons, les comportements 
d'aujourd'hui donneront les pathologies de demain et meme d'apres demain. 

0 Le gouvernement de Nouvelle-Caledonie, s'est resolument engage dans la voie de la 
prevention en se dotant d'un organisme en charge des actions de prevention dans le domaines 
des pathologies liees aux modes de vie, l'agence sanitaire et sociale de NC. Des efforts 
importants en terme de financement ont permis la mise en place de programmes 
plurisectoriels afin de pouvoir remporter le challenge lie au modification des comportements 
alimentaires de population qui evoluent, passant d'un mode de vie rural a une urbanisation 
qui entra!ne parfois une rupture dans 1' approche alimentaire traditionnelle vers une 
alimentation en partie importee avec des consequences sur la sante importantes. 



Le gouvemement de Nouvelle-Catedonie, au travers de ses administrations de sante publique, 
animales et de 1' agriculture en tend developper encore la compJementarite et 1' action 
plurisectorielle. 

8 Pour ce qui conceme la reglementation de Ia securite sanitaire, la Nouvelle-Caledonie 
dispose d'une part depuis 1998 d'une base juridique complete qui porte sur la salubrite 
alimentaire visant a garantir le consommateur contre toute maladie d'origine alimentaire, Ia 
sante publique veterinaire, Ies criteres et Ies normes de salubrite alimentaire, les regles et le 
wultult: Lies alimeuls el des etablissements de 1' alimentation, la pollee vetennaire, les normes 
des etablissements de la chaine de !'alimentation. D'autre part, depuis 2008, une 
reglementation de Ia veille sanitaire, du controle sanitaire aux frontieres et des menaces 
sanitaires graves permet la surveillance, le controle et les actions en cas de probleme de sante 
publique alimentaire. 
La reglementation caledonienne donne egalement Ia competence de sante et de police 
sanitaire aux maires des communes pour Iutter contre les epidemies et notamment en matiere 
d'hygiene. 

C) Les collectivites publiques de Nouvelle-Catedonie ont des programmes visant a aider les 
agriculteurs et les pecheurs, soit de maniere reguliere, soit en raison de situations 
exceptionnelles, comme actuellement en periode climatique « El Nino » qui entra1ne une 
secheresse et des difficultes pour les eleveurs. 
Ainsi, une Toxi Infection Alimentaire Collective (TIAC) survenue Ia semaine derniere dans 
un etablissement de restauration collective d'un gros etablissement minier dans le Nord du 
Pays a entraine la fermeture du restaurateur conceme, qui avait deja fait l'objet 
d'avertissements, par la collectivite. 
Par ailleurs, le gouvernement etudie Ia possibilite de mettre en place une taxe sur les produits 
sucres, qui concernera a Ia fois les produits fabriques sur place et egalement sur !'importation 
de ces produits sucres en NC. Cette reflexion doit engager I' ensemble des partenaires et 
pourrait servir au financement d'actions de prevention. Nous souhaitons profiter de cette 
importante reunion pour a voir vos avis sur ce point important. 

0 La sensibilisation des differents acteurs est egalement dans Ia politique du gouvernement. 
Ainsi, ii souhaite egalement renforcer les actions de formation des professionnels de sante 
qui sont des vecteurs directs majeurs dans le changement de comportement de Ia population 
en matiere alimentaire notamment. 
Afin de rnieux connaitre la situation n~elle sur les problemes lies aux modes de vie, 1' agence 
sanitaire a mis en place depuis un an une grande enquete sur ce theme qui comporte 
egalement un volet important sur Ia securite alimentaire. Les resultats seront disponibles en 
fin d'annee. Cette etude permettra de rnieux cibles Ies populations vulnerables. 

0 Le gouvernement de Ia Nouvelle-Caledonie travaille egalement en concertation avec un 
lobby puissant d'associations de consommateurs et de defenseurs de l'environnement, en 
particulier en vue de limiter }'utilisation des pesticides dans I' agriculture. 

0 Depuis 1994 un important programme de prevention des maladies Iiees au mode de vie, et 
notamment les maladies cardiovasculaires et Ie diabete a ete mis en place. ll est encore trop 
tot pour en mesurer completement les effets, mais le gouvernement, par !'augmentation des 
moyens financiers, souhaite poursuivre dans cette voie. 

Pour conclure, je dirais, sous l'autorite de Monsieur Philippe DUNOYER, Membre du 
gouvernement en charge du secteur de la sante, que Ia Nouvelle-Catedonie entend poursuivre 



son engagement en faveur de la securite alimentaire dans ses differentes composantes, dans le 
cadre du projet d'actions propose. 

Niue 
Fakaalofa lahi atu and warm Pacific greetings to everyone. I am honoured to have the 
opportunity to attend this first ever Pacific Food Summit and to address you all this morning. 

Whilsllhe t:all fur at:liun was made at the ih Pacific Health Ministers meeting in 2007, it did 
not stop there. Commitment to achieving food security in the Pacific was further endorsed at 
the highest political level when Pacific Forum Leaders met in Niue in 2008. 

We understand many initiatives have been implemented since those meetings and now we 
can see how the wave of those initiatives has grown and culminated in the development of 
the Framework for Action of Food Security in the Pacific and the convening of this Pacific 
Food Summit. We recognise that this would not have been possible without the commitment 
from the collaborating partners as we have heard during the opening ceremony. 

The draft Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific covers an array of themes 
and strategies. Indeed it needs to be comprehensive and cover multiple dimensions in order 
for us to fulfil food security as it was defined at the World Food Summit in November 20093

• 

The very definition of the term food security brings to the fore the fact that it is a basic 
human right to have safe, nutritious food at all times. A fact that not one sector alone can 
provide, no matter how resourceful they are. Fifteen years ago, I heard someone say "what 
does agriculture have to do with health"? That was a fair comment at a time when sectors 
were only concentrating on their primary interests. Now, we realise that achieving food 
security means working with key sectors such as agriculture, health and trade. It means 
working not just with Governments but with Non-Government Organisations as well as 
industry and private sector. 

The Niue National Integrated Strategic Plan 2009-2013 identifies food security as a key 
priority in advancing the economic and social development initiatives of our country. We 
recognise that food security needs to be addressed by various sectors and we are gradually 
strengthening inter-agency collaboration. We need to promote food security as a cross
cutting issue; it is the responsibility of all sectors who engage in the supply and distribution 
of food. 

Non-communicable diseases are on the rise in Pacific island countries and in Niue, it is no 
different. In fact, non-communicable diseases have gradually increased in the last several 
years and have become the key health burden in Niue. This is because people have not only 
become more inactive, they are heavily reliant on imported foods. 

The Niue Health department's priority is to eliminate key risk factors associated with Non
communicable diseases and to reduce NCD risk factor prevalence and NCD mortality and 
morbidity hence the development of Niue's Moui Olaola: An Integrated Non communicable 
disease Action Plan 2009 -2013. 

At the National Level, this plan aims at reviewing and amending relevant legislation to 
improve access to healthy food as well as supporting agriculture developments to improve 

3 Food security exits when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to 
sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and 
healthy life (World Food Summit, 2009) . 



food security and protecting the environment. At the Community level, the plan aims to 
improve household food and nutrition. One of the principles that guided the formulation of 
this plan is the importance of multi-sectoral involvement. Incorporating all sectors of society 
in a "whole of society' and not just 'whole of government' approach to ensure legitimacy and 
sustainability. 

The high reliance on imported foods is not only an economic burden but a food security 
issue. Our national laws are outdated and fragmented and do not give consumers adequate 
protection in terms of food safety. 1 note however, that the first two themes of the 
Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific looks at the issues of leadership and 
cooperation, regulatory frameworks, enforcement and compliance, and especially public & 
private sector collaboration. 

Legislation will be the foundation, but collaboration is just as important. We need to ensure 
that all parties take responsibility for food security not because the law says they need to, but 
because they want to. In Niue, we do not have a food processing industry as such, but there 
are private sector food importers. However, it means that we are open to receive cheap & 
inferior or unsafe food products from countries which may not have adequate regulatory 
frameworks. Thus, emphasis will be on collaborating with food importers to ensure that the 
food they import meets appropriate food standards. 

The Niue Government has a vision of self-sufficiency and to achieve this, we need to 
increase our food production base, not just for export, but for domestic consumption. I 
would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the FAO for its regional programmes on 
food security and more recently the initiative on soaring food prices. That initiative provided 
agricultural inputs such as seeds, planting materials, chicken feed and day-old chicks to Niue 
farmers. Those inputs are being sustained by farmers and some have increased production 
substantially. 

It is encouraging to see key partner organisations in the region have joined together to 
develop this Framework for Action, but I also note that there are programmes that each 
individual organisation is carrying out themselves which are linked to food security. For 
example, the Food Security & Sustainable Livelihoods Programme (FSSLP) that the FAO 
has initiated builds upon the regional pilot projects on food security. Niue has contributed 
proposals that will make a significant improvement to the status of national food security and 
are eagerly awaiting their implementation under the umbrella of the FSSLP. Many of these 
proposals are infrastructure-based; others are combined approaches with education and health 
as key sectors that will achieve mutual objectives. 

It is important therefore that we do not reinvent the wheel but ensure that this Framework for 
Action on Food Security in the Pacific will strengthen the responsibility and accountability of 
partner organisations to the food security needs of the region. 
At the very least, we know food security is the basis of sustainable livelihoods. Changing 
climatic conditions, including the severity of cyclones, will no doubt impact on agricultural 
production and marine life, but if we put adaptation measures in place now, then the impacts 
can be minimised. I note also in the Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific 
that these issues have been considered under Theme 3, Strategy 2 on increased production, 
productivity and resilience of agriculture and fisheries systems. 

So, as we deliberate in the next few days, some key concerns should be noted; with such an 
ambitious framework, will the resources be available for countries to deliver these strategies? 
If climate variability can adversely affect food security, is food security a priority on the 
climate change agenda for the Pacific? 



Niue is a small country, and does not have the capacity or resources to achieve food security 
on its own; therefore we will be looking for support from regional & international agencies 
and donor organisations to help realise our aspirations and to provide our people with a food 
secure future. 

In concluding, I would like to acknowledge our host country, Vanuatu, the Government and 
its people for the wonderful hospitality extended to us. I would also like to thank the joint 
partners in this venture; the World Health Organisation, the Food and Agnculture 
Organisation, the Global Health Institute, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and UNICEF. 

Papua New Guinea 
Hon. John T. Hickey, CBE, MP, Minister for Agriculture and Livestock 

I would like to thank the organizers for organizing this important meeting on food security in 
the Pacific. After listening to a number of speakers before me, I have come to realize the 
importance of food security in both PNG and the Pacific. This framework is relevant to food 
security in the Pacific. 

The Population in PNG is 6.5 million and is growing at a rate of 3% per annum while our 
agriculture is growing at 1% per annum. This poses a challenge in terms of the ability of 
PNG to feed our population based on domestic food production. 

Furthermore, the effective implementation of agricultural programmes is not easy as a result 
of 750 different languages, and four different agro-ecological zones. 

Transport system in PNG is very expensive and is an impediment to enhancing food security 
in terms of moving volumes of food produced to markets whilst at the same time enabling 
people in the rural areas having access to basic goods and services and nutritious food. 

Whilst PNG is self-sufficient in staple foods, including livestock, the country still imports 
rice and what and other grain feed for the poultry and pork industries. There is a need to 
increase the domestic production of these import commodities to achieve some level of self
sufficiency and ensuring our people have access to good, nutritious and balanced food. 

The framework for the Action Plan is focused and complements the upscaling of our National 
Food Security Plan 2010-2018 and will assist in addressing food security issues in PNG. 
Furthermore this will be captured in our National Strategic Plan 2010-2030 to ensure 
government commitment in terms of funding and implementation. 

Samoa 
Samoa welcomes the draft Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific 2011/2015. 
It is informative and technically sound. To this draft Mr Chairman, Samoa would like to 
offer two recommendations: 
Firstly, with regards to the reference on the vision of the "Healthy Islands", we would like to 
see a more detailed description of the Healthy Islands Vision in the document. This will 
allow for stakeholders, governments, donors, and technical experts to truly understand that 
many health issues such as Food Security is not new to Pacific Islands Traditions and 
Cultures. For example, for centuries, Pacific Islanders effectively and routinely engaged in 
food security practices taking into account, in particular the changing climate and seasons. 



We believe that these and other health centered traditional practices are responsible for 
strongly-built and robust Pacific Island peoples as Puleleiite Dr Shin rightly observed in 
Samoa last week. 

The Health Islands Vision reflects the history of traditional efforts to address the Health of 
the People before the introduction of Western Medicine and Medical Models. Mr Chairman, 
every opportunity to recount the details of that history should be taken. 

Our second recommendation refers to Theme 6 which recognizes the need for robust, 
evidence-based information about Food Security. Mr Chairman, Samoa held its first Food 
Sununit in 2009, and last week held a further sununit linking Food Security, Quality, and 
Food Safety through Primary Health Care. 

We couldn't agree more with Theme 6, Mr Chairman, but feel strongly that more emphasis 
needs to be put into technical support both in terms of resources and training to ensure that 
all Countries contribute effectively to a global sharing of information on Food Security and 
Food Safety, and the discussions of ideas for improving this. 

This need for technical support, Mr Chairman, is one of the priorty areas that Samoa 
identified at its Food Sununit. 

Other key areas that Samoa has identified as priority areas Mr Chairman include: 
a. The need to increase the knowledge base of the general public on determining 

what foods are healthy and what foods are unhealthy, including awareness on 
the different types of crops available locally, and their nutritional value, 

b. The need to create innovative ways to promote local and nutritious foods so 
that people 'buy' into the idea. Some ideas raised included colour coding on 
food packets indicating whether the food item is healthy, not healthy, or 
somewhere in between and should be eaten regularly, as well as promoting 
more accessible and less time-consuming options, such as freezing taro and 
yam and selling them in shops. 

c. The need to invest seriously in Health social marketing in order to counter the 
most savvy multi-national social marketing campaigns targeting our most 
vulnerable. 

d. The need to educate the Media and capitalize on the Power of Information so 
that Food Security and Food Safety issues are addressed frequently in the 
media both accurately and in from a Health-conscious perspective. 

e. The need to target the young. In order to break the cycle, we need to begin 
with the new generation where Healthy Nutrition is ingrained into their natural 
behaviour, taking into account, however, that it is us who have to instill these 
behaviours. 

f. The need to understand that whereas processed foods will always remain in our 
diets, efforts should be made to reformulate these products so that the salt, 
sugar and fat contents are markedly decreased. 

g. The need to increase local production, with the understanding that this must go 
hand in hand with a strong and comprehensive social marketing and plan to 
ensure that the demand can meet the supply. 

Whilst the world is currently experiencing a Global Food Crisis, Pacific Island Countries, due 
to their geographical isolation and access to fertile land and sea, once again, have the 
opportunity to prepare and plan ahead. 

• 



We must utilize the gift of foresight our ancestors passed down to us, and ensure that we 
Secure Food, especially our traditional produce, that has sustained us for many generations 
and many more generations to come. 

Solomon Islands (transcribed from slides) 
Mr. Edward Kingmele, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
Solomon Islands Government. 

Over 80 per cent of Solomon Islanders live in rural areas, and are involved in Subsistence 
Agriculture. Agriculture is the most important economic productive sector and is the second 
largest contributor to GDP. Subsistence Agriculture involves more people than any other 
economic activity, and is a safety net for family food security. 

SIG Cabinet-approved policies include: National Agriculture and Livestock Policy 
(2009 - 2014), Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Corporate Plan (2009 - 2010), 
Solomon Islands Government Policy on Organic Agricultural Systems, National Rice Sector 
Policy (2010 - 2015) and National Food Security, Food Safety, and Nutrition Policy 
(2010- 2015). 

There are several MAL policies that guide food security; one of which is the Food Security 
Program (Basic Food Crops, Livestock Production) which has the following Measurable 
Success Indicators: increase food production (10% by 2010); reduce under-nutrition (11% 
by 2013); reduce stunted growth among children under 5 years (<20% by 2012); and reduce 
underweight children (<8% by 2012) . 

Other policies that guide food security are the Smallholder Commercial Tree Crops Program 
(Cocoa, Coffee, Copra); Exotic and Indigenous Crops Program (Root Crops, Kava, 
Commercial Crops-Spices: Chilli-var. akabare, Turmeric, Vanilla, Cardamom, Ginger, and 
Cinnamon); Palm Oil Development Program(Auluta, Waisisi , Vangunu, Choiseul, GPPOL); 
Palm Oil Production to increase to 100,000t/p. a. in 2020; and Livestock Development 
Program (Poultry, Pigs, Honey Development, Cattle, Small Ruminant Development). Other 
important staples include Breadfruit, Nuts, and Edible Leaves Non - Timber Forest Products 
provide Food (Ngali nut), Medicine (Noni), and Building Materials (Rattan). 

NATIONAL PROGRAMS/PROJECTS that also impact on food security include the 
following: 
National Rural Rice Development. Rice Per Capita Consumption is Highest in SI among all 
Pacific Countries and it continues to rise. About USD200M Rice is iported into Solomon 
Islands. Locally grown Organic Rice using System of Rice Intensification (SRI) is the key to 
increasing farmers' profits: "Achieving More (Yields) with Less inputs" in all the provinces. 
National Rice Sector Policy is in Place now and will become the road map until 2015 for any 
Government. 

National Oil Palm Development: By 2020, develop 40,000 hectares of oil palm planting 
under: Nucleus Estates, Smallholder Out Grower Schemes. Oil palm is the future foreign 
exchange earner as logging revenues decline. 

National Livestock Development: Rehabilitation of Government- owned and managed 
Tenavatu Farm, Honiara by importing 1,200 cattle from Australia. Beef imports to be 
reduced, as tourism industry develops with local beef cattle sector being developed. Small 



Livestock (pigs, chickens, goats, ducks) is being developed by improving subsistence 
production for local consumption and balanced diet. 

FOOD AND HEALTH SITUATION 
Demographic and Health Surveys (October 2006-April2007): About 48.5% of children and 
44.3% of women between the ages of 15-49 years suffer from some form of anemia (Iron 
Deficiency) Overweight (Obesity) and Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) are on rise since 
the National Nutrition Survey was done in 1989. A high prevalence of Body Mass Index 
(BMl) (>15kg/m2) was noted among men and women: 30.8% and 44%, respectively. 

High infant mortality from unnecessary Causes: Under-nutrition and food insecurity for 
children, women and adults. Stunted growth of children and in particular those in the rural 
areas. Wasting in children and the highest being for those at the ages of 9-11 months (i.e. the 
weaning period). Underweight children (i.e. one in eight) with peak levels of those between 
the ages of 9-11 months and mostly from the rural areas 

The expected major outputs of these policies and projects are: 
0 Poverty Alleviation 
0 Sustainable Management of Resources 
0 Restructure & Re - adjustments 
D Investment in Agriculture 
0 Food Safety & Quality 
0 Reduction on Imported Foods 

The cross-cutting issues are: 
0 Land Degradation 
0 Climate Change 
0 Rural Finance and Credit Support 
0 International Trade 
0 Food Safety & Quality 
0 Agricultural Statistics 

CONCLUDING MESSAGE 
National Agriculture and Livestock Sector, and Food Security, Food Safety, and Nutrition 
Policy, will guide the promotion, improvement, and in leading agricultural development, and 
better health to all Solomon Islanders in a profitable and environmentally sustainable manner. 
Research, extension, education, regulatory, and other services will improve the subCsector 
contribution towards national food sovereignty and national economic recovery will in turn 
raise the standard of living. 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH 

Tokelau 
Ron Minister of Health Pio Tuia 

Tokelau endorses the 6 themes in the draft Framework for Action on Food Security in the 
Pacific 2011-2015. For Tokelau, as a developing country we feel that theme 3 is key to 
survival and food security. There is only one means of transport to Tokelau which is our 
umbilical cord which leaves from Samoa. 

Tokelau, as a developing country faces a number of issues at many levels: 
(1) Financial- competing priorities 



(2) Food- increasing costs of imported foods 
(3) Fuel- increasing costs 
(4) Expectations from funding agencies, both locally and regionally 
(5) Climate change effects 
(6) Transport. 

All of the above will impact of the actions for implementation of the framework. Tokelau 
requests keep the framework simple and adaptable to the needs of the country and that the 
Pacific stands as one. 

Tonga- NO WRITTEN STATEMENT 

Tuvalu 
Food Security is an issue and it is definitely here to stay with us: 

• Must be accorded priority in countries development and pacific-wide efforts; 
• there is need to address the impacts of food security in our pacific people's lives 

socially, politically and economically. 
• we need to work together to develop the framework that should guide us in our 

development efforts in order to achieve our goals in food security 
• require better and improved coordination, and more commitment from stakeholders. 
• The framework must be well structured to provide the guidance required for 

development 
• enable bringing together our past, present and future development efforts to facilitate 

our hopes of achieving broad food security goals as well as other complementing 
programs and activities. 

Tuvalu has several food security programs that are being implemented by the department of 
agriculture and livestock, the fisheries department with the assistance of our various 
development partners particularly SPC, FAO and the ROC Technical Mission in the country. 

There are also complementing programs under the environmental, health, NGOs and the 
private sector. 

The major ongoing activities in the agriculture sector include; 

• the national home-gardening program on the outer islands that FAO has supported in 
the establishment of crop nurseries. These crop nurseries play a vital role in 
providing a consistent supply of vegetable planting materials for the households to 
access at all times. The national home-gardening program is aimed to address 
enhancing nutrition in the diets of infants and mothers who are some of the most 
vulnerable in our household members, and the well being of household members 
from inferior food that are often associated to the prevalence of non-communicable 
diseases that we face today. 

• In the capital island of Funafuti in particular, the home gardening program is being 
coordinated by the ROC Technical Mission. Their support involves the provision of 
vegetable planting materials from the mission's nursery, training of home-gardeners, 
and an annual gardening competition as an incentive. The mission also has a 
production unit in the nursery selling fresh vegetables to the public on Funafuti to 
alleviate the huge demand for imported fresh vegetables, and it also serves as a 
demonstration unit promoting their vegetable cultivation methods for interested 
home-gardeners and the public at large. 



In another development, the department of agriculture has an improved pig breeding 
program, distributing improved breeds of pigs to farmers to improve their pig 
production through cross breeding. 

The department has also been trying to diversify its root crop base; by the 
importation of new cultivars of taro, cassava and bananas facilitated by SPC under 
their tissue culture distribution program. 

Tuvalu suttered to a great extent by the soaring fuel and food prices particularly rice, 
flour and sugar. There were great shortages of these basic food commodities for 
sometime that the population on the capital island of Funafuti experienced most. 
However interestingly, in this particular period of time, people resorted back to 
traditional food crops of breadfruits and the traditional root crop "pulaka". The 
lesson learned from this experience shows that our regional food crops and staples 
must not be neglected as an important source of our food security. FAO in its 
intervention and assistance to alleviate this food shortage, initiated a program that 
saw the provision of free vegetable seeds and fertilizer to support the ongoing 
household food gardening program, and also supplied free poultry feed to support 
household poultry raising nation wide. 

The private sector has also been active recently in establishing it's unprecedented 
Urban food Market on the capital island of Funafuti which is under construction at 
this time. This is the outcome, of a joint venture between the Tuvalu National 
Provident Fund and the Funafuti Kaupule (Capital island municipal government). 
The food market in one of its goal is to increase domestic trade through the 
promotion of traditional food commodities from the outer islands. The development 
will undoubtedly be a great incentive to the outer island farmers to sell their produce 
from traditional food crops; such as breadfruits, taro, pulaka, bananas, coconut apples 
and even green drinking coconuts and brown ones that are often scarce and expensive 
on the capital island of Funafuti because of their often limited supplies from the outer 
islands and fragmented marketing on the Funafuti. 

Tuvalu very recently has entered into a trade agreement with Rotuma Island in Fiji 
given its nearness to Tuvalu, to bring in to Tuvalu, root crops, fresh vegetables and 
fruits such as mangoes that do not grow well in Tuvalu's atoll conditions or 
otherwise in very short supplies in most times. The trade agreement will allow 
Tuvalu ships to enter Rotuma that has recently been declared a new port of entry by 
the government of Fiji. As of now, facilities on Rotuma to cater for quarantine 
inspection and packaging will allow, Rotuman sweet potatoes, taro and cassava to be 
exported to Tuvalu. The initiative has been facilitated all along in its early 
development until this stage by SPC through its Land Resources Division in Suva, 
Fiji. SPC in another development has also been greatly involved in the preparation 
of Tuvalu's Bill on Biosecurity that is anticipated to be enacted in the next 
parliament meeting later this year. 

The Fisheries department together with the ROC Mission, have developed the 
aquaculture milk fish farming in the lagoon of Vaitupu island. The development is in 
its final year of implementation since 2007 where it would be handed over to the 
island to manage and operate. An extension of this aquaculture program will be 
established on the capital island of Funafuti focusing on farming prawns and crayfish 
production for the Funafuti market. 



Under the Environment support programs, complementing to food security issue is 
the implementation of its National Adaptation Plan of Action very recently in 
response to climate change impacts. The major focus of this program on food 
security aims to rehabilitate our traditional root crop "pulaka pits", caused by the 
intrusion of salt water from under ground during spring and king tides and therefore 
the introduction of salt tolerant root crops of pulaka from known sources in other 
pacific islands, and integrating them with other food crops adaptable to such saline 
conditions will be one of its the main focus of development under its climate change 
adaptation development strategies for food security. 

Tuvalu recognizes that at the national level that there are several significant areas that are 
fundamental to the success of the Draft Framework for Action on Food security in the Pacific 
and these would include; the political will of present and future governments to continue the 
drive to ensure stake holders are fully committed of their tasks and contributions under the 
development strategies and activities of the framework; the need for government to provide 
supplementary resources to sustain the implementation of our food security priorities under 
the framework; the establishment of a National Food Security Council to steer the 
implementation of our food security priorities; and streamlining existing national policies to 
address our national food security priorities. 

At the regional level few key measures that would require strengthening for the success of 
the framework and one of them is to establish a regional coordinating body involving key 
CROP agencies together with our common international technical and donor partners, to 
provide the continuity of technical assistance and supporting funds required; enhancing both 
air and sea transportation to facilitate trade as well and food conformity measures to 
addressing food quality and safety in the region; enhance biosecurity measures to strengthen 
the exchange and sharing of germaplasm to improve food diversification of countries in the 
region and strengthening capacity building of countries in their common good and interests 
under the framework to achieving their food security priorities. 

Vanuatu 
Food security issues across the Pacific Island Countries are prevalent and similar in their 
distribution within and impact on the population. Our lifestyles have changed significantly 
over the years mainly as a result of urbanization, globalization and development. We have 
moved from an active population eating fresh local foods to one that is more sedentary, 
eating a mostly processed diet based on imported foods, flavoured with cigarette smoking, 
alcohol and kava abuse. This change has resulted in a major nutritional shift from under
nutrition and underweight to over-nutrition and obesity. 

In Vanuatu, 20% of the population lives in towns. They depend heavily on imported foods 
which are often unregulated and unhealthy due to their high salt, sugar and fat content. Very 
few people have access to their own lands or gardens, therefore perhaps the increase in 
imported foods is beneficial in contributing to food security for the urban population. 
However, the Government has consistently been promoting the consumption of local crops 
over the years; unfortunately in urban areas the prices of root crops, fruits and vegetables 
sold in the market and fish caught locally are often expensive for the average household. 
Rice has taken over as a staple food for households and even the price of rice has increased 
significantly in the last 2-3 years due to the world food and fuel crises. When urban 
households are unable to purchase safe and nutritious foods despite its availability, 
malnutrition can set in and often poverty is fundamental cause of this. 



The 80% of the population who live in rural areas depend on subsistence agriculture, fishing 
and mother's milk for their food security. However, lifestyle changes are happening fast in 
rural settings and eating habits now mirror that of urban settings with the accompanying 
changing disease trends and their impact on the community and population. This puts the 
population at great risk of non-communicable diseases, malnutrition, micronutrient 
deficiencies and food-borne diseases. 

In recent surveys, Vanuatu food security issues and their impacts were found to be 
widespread lu Vauualu. The following are just a few examples: 

1. Food imports have been increasing but without an effective food safety system to 
regulate against low-quality products; 

2. Availability of local foods from agriculture and fish to the urban population has been 
falling, and often these commodities are becoming very expensive; 

3. Exclusive breast-feeding rate for infants up to 6 months of age is only around 40%; 
4. Malnutrition manifesting as underweight, stunting and wasting is common in 

children, with 10% of babies classifies as low birth weight; 
5. Only 45% of infants 0-11 months were adequately fed; 
6. Most school children surveyed on the island of Tanna in 2008 were found to have 

mild to moderate iodine deficiency; 
7. Only 23% of households were using iodized salt; 
8. 20%of pregnant women were found to be anaemic; 
9. And the rates of obesity and diabetes in the population are quite high, with non

communicable diseases now becoming the commonest cause of disease morbidity 
and mortality in adults. 

In view of this scenario, and the other food security threats posed by climate change, rising 
food costs, loss of arable land for agriculture, the global financial crisis and the double 
burden of disease, we can see quite clearly that food insecurity is increasing in our country. 
Therefore, Vanuatu is determined to take action to address food security issues nationally, 
engaging all relevant sectors in the process. 

In September 2009, we held our National Food Summit at this hotel, with good 
representation from stakeholders, to initiate dialogue and stimulate the formulation of an 
integrated approach to the development and implementation of food security, safety, quality 
and trade policies and plans for action. The vision of the Summit was to demonstrate 
commitment to inspire collective action from all stakeholders in the country on food 
security .I 

We look forwards to the Pacific Declaration on Food Security which will be agreed on and 
endorsed at this summit because all six themes outlined in the draft Framework for Action 
are all areas of concern and priority for us. We look forward also to the finalization and 
endorsement of the Framework for Action which will guide future policies and actions in 
implementing a variety of measures to improve food security in our country and across the 
Pacific. 

The time to dialogue and act collectively is NOW if we are going to achieve the vision of 
healthy islands, healthy foods and healthy people in our Pacific region. 

Wallis et Futuna 
Toutes les difficultes enoncees par les uns et les autres sont les memes a Wallis et Futuna. 
Elles sont memes amplifiees. Par exemple : le transport, !'importation de produits. De plus 



en plus le wallisien et futunien ne connaissent pas ce qu'ils mangent, car ils ne sont pas ecrits 
ni en fran<;ais ni en anglais. 

Done a ce Stade on ne parle meme pas de connaissance de valeur nutritive. 

Je ne peux pas parler de securite alimentaire sans commencer par la prevention generale. 

Le concept de securite alimentaire, n'est pas encore dans le deebat politique. 

J e voudrai juste donner une image rapide de Wallis : 

Agriculture : ll y a un acces facile a la terre. Ce soot des cultures familiales, done non 
intensive et pas d'utilisation d'engrais et de pesticides. 

Peche : Acces facile a la mer et la peche est surtout lagonnaire. Quelques regles ant ete mises 
en places contre la peche a la dynamite car elle detruit le recif corallien. 

Elevage : essentiellement de pore et il est surtout pour la consommation personnelle et 
farniliale. D y a un point tres important sur lequel nous devons faire attention car nous 
utilisons de plus en plus d'engrais importes. Personne ne connait ce que contient ces engrais 
mais nous devons faire attention a notre eau : nous avons une lentille que nous devons 
proteger. 

En 2005 : 1 ere Conference de sante a Wallis et Futuna. Les conclusions ant ete les suivantes : 
priorite sur la mise en place d'un plan de Sante publique et d'un service de prevention. 
Malheureusement, eel a n' a pas ete sui vi de faits. 

Avril 2009 : Premiere enquete a Wallis et futuna, sur les maladies chroniques non 
transmissibles. Cette enquete a ete possible grace a I' aide apportee par la CPS avec les 
Docteurs PULOKA Viliarni et JUBEAU et !'association RESIR. Les chiffres sont 
alarmants : en 20 ans le diabete a ete multiplier par 4. Tout est en hausse : Obesite, HT A et 
diabete. 

D y a 20 ans, le visage du diabete etait celui-ci : homme de 40 ans et plus, obese. 
Aujourd'hui le visage du diabete: homme de 25 ans, surpoids. 

Nous avons une obligation de formaliser un plan territorial de lutte contre les MNT, avant fin 
mai 2010 avant la reunion sur les NCD a Fiji. C'est devenu une exigence pour pouvoir 
participer a cette reunion. 

Nous allons suivre les conseils de notre ami de Tokelau : « Allez pas a pas » en priorisant. 

On espere repartir de ce sommet avec les points qui pourront nous aider a demarrer le travail 
sur la securite alimentaire. 

Australia and New Zealand were represented by aid agency representatives. The AusAID 
representative gave a verbal presentation on 'AusAID's approach to supporting Pacific Island 
Country priorities'. 



ANNEX6 

OPENING AND CLOSING ADDRESSES 

Opening Address of Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for the Western 
Pacific, Inauguration of the Pacific Food Summit, Port Vila, Vanuatu, 21 April2010 

Welcome to Vanuatu and the first Pacific Food Summit. 

Let me begin by sending my best wishes to the Prime Minister, the Honourable Edward 
Nipake Natape. 

I am sure I speak for all of us when I say I hope he enjoys a speedy recovery to full health. 
I would like to thank the Prime Minister and the Government of Vanuatu for the leadership 
they have shown by being one of the first countries to convene its own national food summit 
and for hosting this inaugural Pacific Food Summit. Vanuatu's leaders share with all of us an 
unwavering commitment to food security - in other words access at all times to sufficient, 
safe and healthy food for all of our people. I look forward to Vanuatu's continuing leadership 
in this vital field. It is of course a pity that the Prime Minister cannot be with us today, but I 
am sure Vanuatu will serve as champion of food security at the Pacific Islands Forum 
Leaders meeting here this August. 

This summit has attracted an impressive group of participants from across the Pacific, 
including many of the people who directly influence the supply and demand for food -
whether through trade, agriculture and health policies, food production, processing, 
marketing and sales, import and export, and consumer empowerment. 

Healthy Islands should be "food secure" . But in the Pacific, food security is in danger. 

These dangers were recognized by Pacific health ministers when they met here in Vanuatu in 
2007. Clinics and hospitals in the Pacific were overflowing with people suffering from 
nutrition-related noncommunicable diseases. And the situation is the same today. 
Let me give you an idea of what I mean. For example, about a quarter of Pacific Island 
people suffer from preventable noncommunicable diseases. In some countries, nearly 80% of 
people are obese. Compare that with Australia, where the figure is less than 4%. Diabetes 
rates are correspondingly high - over 40% in some countries. In many Pacific island 
countries, less than 60% of infants are exclusively breastfed at 6 months of age, and the 
prevalence of iron-deficiency anaemia is reported to be 20% or more in both children and 
pregnant women in many places. 

In 2008, food security was brought into sharper focus by the global financial crisis and 
soaring food and fuel prices. These events showed how dependent the Pacific is on imported 
foods and how quickly stocks can be emptied, particularly if food cannot be grown or caught 
locally. 

Other threats, such as climate change, urbanization and population growth, will continue to 
put pressure on the availability of food. Increasing imports, poorly regulated markets and 
aggressive advertising will continue to expose the people of this region to cheap foods of 
poor quality that compete with often more nutritious, but less convenient, local foods. 
At the Pacific Islands Forum in Niue in 2008, leaders acknowledged in a declaration the high 
importance of food security as an issue that will pose challenges for the well-being of people 



across the region. They called on all countries to maintain open markets and, where possible, 
to increase the production and supply of healthy food. They also committed their 
governments to immediate action to address food security issues nationally and, where 
possible, regionally through a range of measures across key sectors such as agriculture, 
fisheries, trade and transport. 

We are here today to take up that call. As leaders from a range of government sectors, the 
private sector, consumer groups, development partners and agencies, nongovernmental 
organizations and churches, it is our job to help fulfil a vision -- that all people in the Pacific 
have access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food 
preferences for a healthy and active life. 

Over the next three days, we will be discussing and debating six themes that are vital to 
achieving this vision. They are: 

leadership, 
• regulation and enforcement, 

sustainable production, processing and trade, 
• the protection of infants and vulnerable groups, 
• consumer empowerment, 

and building a food security information system. 

These themes and their related strategies are consistent with what experts believe are best 
practices for improving food security. Even more importantly, they reflect the strategies and 
thinking of multiple sectors in countries of the Pacific. In fact, Cook Islands, the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa and Vanuatu all have held national food summits 
that will continue to feed into the development of these themes. 

They are the core of a proposed Framework for Action on Food Security in the Pacific that 
you will have the opportunity to discuss and finalize during this summit. 

The effectiveness of the framework will depend on one thing- how well we can work 
together. To truly improve food security, and to implement the systems that are needed to 
ensure access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food, we all need to do our part and share our 
skills and commitment. A model for action has already been developed in national food 
summits, where government agencies and the private sector joined consumer groups, media 
and civil society to work out the role each can play. 

We can also draw on the experience of bilateral and multilateral development agencies who 
have been working together to support national summits, drafting the proposed framework 
for action and, in partnership with the Government of Vanuatu, jointly convening this unique 
summit. I would like to thank our partners-- FAO, UNICEF, the Global Health Institute, the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community -- for the 
spirit of cooperation that has set the tone for this summit. I am sure this spirit of cooperation 
will be carried through to the implementation of the framework for action and then beyond to 
all the hard work that will have to be done to make a difference where it counts - on the 
tables of the families of the Pacific. 

The Pacific Food Summit is the first-ever multisectoral meeting addressing the broad issue of 
food security. As the "founders" of the strategies and actions that will guide our efforts to 
improve food security over the next five years, we know we have a huge responsibility. 
My hope is that this meeting will be the beginning of a new way of doing things- and a new 
way of working together. 



Finally, let me tell you a short story. On my way to Vanuatu, I called in to Fiji, where I 
visited some rural areas. I ate with the people there in big communal meals and saw with my 
own eyes their enjoyment of the traditional foods they eat. 

These were happy, hearty people. For me, those meals captured the spirit of what we will be 
trying to achieve here over the next few days. 

Thank you. 



Mr Feleti Teo Deputy Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 

The need for regional cooperation on Food Security in the Pacific and the Pacific Plan 

Your Excellencies The Prime Minister of Vanuatu; Hon Edward Nipake Natapei, 
Distinguished Ministers of Pacific Island countries and territories. Heads of Regional and 
International Organisations, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

I am indeed most honoured and privileged to be part of this occasion. And to represent the 
Forum Secretary General; Mr Tuiloma Neroni Slade who is unable to be here because of 
another regional ministerial commitment. He asked me to, and I do so, convey to you all his 
sincere apologies and extend to you all his warmest congratulations and best wishes for your 
historical meeting this week. 

Thank you, to the organisers of the Summit for availing this opportunity to the Forum 
Secretariat to provide some remarks at the opening ceremony for this historical gathering. 
Food security was recognised as an issue of increasing importance by the Pacific Islands 
Forum Leaders' meeting held in August of 2008 in Niue. At that meeting, the Leaders 
acknowledged the high importance of food security as an emerging development issue, an 
issue which poses challenges for the future well being of people across the region. 

They also called on all countries to maintain open markets and, where possible, to increase 
the production and supply of healthy food. The Leaders, furthermore, committed their 
governments to immediate action to address food security issues, not only nationally but, 
where possible, regionally through a range of measures across key sectors such as agriculture, 
fisheries, trade and transport. 

At the heart of that commitment, the Leaders readily accepted the notion that the issue of 
food security could not, and must not be viewed and considered through the confines of the 
health standards of the diet of the people; or through the lack of supply of healthy food. Food 
security is no longer simply a health issue, it is a development issue and one that is multi
sectoral in nature and must be viewed in it broadest scope. 

Therefore, to adequately address food security, a multi-sectoral approach or a whole of 
society approach is imperative and must be pursued. Your historical gathering this week at 
the Pacific Food Summit is testament to that multi-sectoral approach; and to your 
governments' commitment to exploring not only national solutions but also, where they add 
value, regional solutions to food security. 

Present today, a vast range of stakeholders from the government ministries of; health, 
agriculture, environment, commerce, and planning; from regional organisations, UN agencies 
and civil society; and from the food industry stakeholders from distributors and retailers to 
regulators arid monitors. 

Each and every one of you is an important component (or actor) of this multi-sectoral 
approach. And all are encouraged to contribute constructively to the development of the 
framework for actions; that we all have been charged to develop with the view to endorse at 
the end of the week. Access to affordable, nutritious food is a basic human right. 

Over the years, food consumption habits have certainly changed and more Pacific people 
today rely on imported foods such as rice, flour and noodles to meet our basic dietary needs. 
For some of our Pacific nations such as my own Tuvalu, this is particularly true due to the 
scarcity of land and the poor soil quality of available land. 



The 2008 jump in food prices was a wakeup call to countries that rely heavily on food 
imports. It also renewed the necessity for a call to urgent action. The Pacific region with its 
small-scale trading economies and high reliance on imported food is considered to be 
particularly vulnerable to these effects. 

This vulnerability has been highlighted by the dramatic increases in food prices seen within 
the region in the past few years. Now more than ever, concerted effort needs to be channelled 
into food security as the lack of, and supply of nutritious food and the increasing low quality 
of some imported foods threatens our Pacific livelihood. 

Furthermore, climate change and the increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters 
continue to compromise our agricultural and marine systems, making it difficult to sustain 
local food production. 

Urbanisation and high population growth rates, also put strain on customary land ownership 
structures and practices which largely revolve around cash cropping and sustainable farming. 
In some Pacific nations, conflict continues to be a major factor in waning food supply. 

So the challenge of food security in the Pacific region is not only urgent but enormous. It 
challenges all of us present here this week to work together, and with each other to develop a 
practical and realistic Framework for Actions on Food Security. One that hopefully will 
effectively coordinates and orchestrates our collaborative efforts and resources to respond to 
address food security issues. 

The proposed Framework for Actions on Food Security, in my humble view, is a step in the 
right direction. It is premised on a multi-sectoral approach. It will offer all stakeholders a 
platform for coordination and information dissemination; provide a mechanism to effectively 
combine efforts and resources across sectors; reduce duplication of efforts; and build on 
collective experiences and institutional memory. 

Above all, the propose Framework will require the commitment, leadership and cooperation 
of all stakeholders. The Pacific region is one area in the world where regional responses to 
development challenges have had a high level of success, especially in areas where regional 
(or collective) responses add value to national efforts in addressing those development 
challenges. 

Our region and our countries and territories need to be more strategic in our collaborative 
approaches to overcome the challenges posed by our geographical disadvantages in terms of 
distance and isolation, and the smallness of our economies and their narrow resource base. 
Effective pooling of resources and regionally coordinated initiatives, such as those under the 
Pacific Plan and the Cairns Compact for strengthening development coordination, are 
imperative as they can add value and provide greater benefits to our fragile food systems. 

The Forum is a strong advocate for collective responses and the need for effective 
coordination of development resources. This together with good governance practices will 
strengthen our efforts to respond to the issue of food security; which will in turn improve the 
quality and standard of living for the people of the Pacific. 

The Pacific Plan provides a robust regional framework for collaboration and cooperation and 
it is my hope that the values and principles espoused in the Pacific Plan will guide the 
development of the framework for actions on food security in the Pacific and our 
deliberations at this important Summit. 



I believe that a food secure Pacific will go a long way to achieving part of the vision of the 
Forum Leaders affirmed in the Pacific Plan that "the Pacific region can, should and will be a 
region of peace, harmony, security and economic prosperity, so that all of its people can lead 
free and worthwhile lives". I thank you and wish you all great success. 



Message from Vanuatu Government and official opening from the Honourable Edward 
Nipake Natapei, Prime Minister of Vanuatu given by Acting Prime Minister Honorable 
Serge Vohor 

Honourable Ministers from the Pacific Island Countries, Dr Shin Young-sao- WHO 
Regional Director for theW estern Pacific, Mr. Feleti Teo - Deputy Secretary General, 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Heads of Regional Development Partner Agencies, Pastor 
J oash Sina- Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and 
Gentlemen. 

I am very pleased and honoured to be with you all this morning at this historical occasion 
since this is the first ever regional Food Summit to be held in the Pacific 

On behalf of the Government and the people of Vanuatu, I take this opportunity to welcome 
all delegates and participants, especially those of you who have travelled fram abroad. Thank 
you for accepting our invitation and joining the Government of Vanuatu in its efforts to 
improve food security. 

What is food security and why I see it as a pressing concern? Food security is achieved when 
everyone is able to grow or purchase healthy and safe food, which they enjoy and that helps 
them maintain an active and healthy lifestyle. Traditionally, here in Vanuatu and throughout 
the Pacific, we have been able to achieve food security through local agriculture, fishing and 
mother's milk. 

However, in recent decades, the availability of food from subsistence agriculture and fish has 
been falling, breast-feeding rates have been dropping- a 2007 survey in Vanuatu found that 
the exclusive breast-feeding rate for infants up to 6 months of age was only 40% and, food 
imports have been increasing. 

Helpfully, the rise in imports has increased the availability of food in many countries, 
contributing to the food security of many people, especially those in urban areas. Here in Port 
Vila, for example, these imports help support the urban population, many of whom do not 
have access to their own gardens. 

However, cheaper imports have sometimes been of poor nutritional quality with high levels 
of fat, salt and sugar. This has led to health problems such as obesity, diabetes and heart 
disease. Recognizing this, several Pacific countries have tried to limit the amount of high fat 
meat that is imported. Samoa, for example, put a ban on turkey tails in 2007. These efforts 
however, have been hampered by the requirements of free trade agreements. My hope is that 
this meeting will encourage those in trade to consider the implications of their decisions on 
public health and vice versa. 

I also hope that we can find creative solutions to reducing malnutrition and vitamin and 
mineral deficiencies which continue to be a problem in the Pacific. Here in Vanuatu, children 
on the island of Tanna have been found to have moderate iodine deficiency which is linked 
with intellectual impairment as well as hearing and learning defects. One of the solutions is 
to provide iodized salt. While iodized salt is available on the shelves in supermarkets and 
stores in Vanuatu, you can also find non-iodized salt, usually for the same price and even 
from the same company. Over the last two years we have introduced legislation that has 
strengthened our food control system and that will allow us to develop public policies that 
will ensure edible salt is iodized. 



Strengthening our food control systems will also help us meet export standards, promoting 
exports and economic growth for the region. Vanuatu has improved its beef quality standards 
and presently has market access to export its beef to a number of markets in the region, 
including Australia and New Zealand. We have also been successful to export our organic 
beef to Australia, which meets yet an additional quality standard to qualify under this label. 

New challenges to food security in the Pacific 
We have faced a number of new challenges in the Pacific in recent years. Only two months 
ago Vanuatu hosted at this very venue a meeting on the impact of the Global Economic 
Crisis. One of the major impacts was for the Pacific was an increase in price of food. You 
only need to have observed the availability and price of rice during 2008 to realise how 
dependent we have become on imported foods and how vulnerable we are to changes in the 
global economy. 

Climate change will also have a profound impact on food security. Both commercial and 
subsistence agriculture in Vanuatu are based on rain-fed systems. Projected scenarios of 
decreased rain fall could reduce agricultural production. Some crops are already showing 
signs of stress under current climate conditions, not to mention the water shortages that will 
be faced by small islands dependent entirely on rainwater or underground water sources. 

Urbanization, population growth, cash-cropping and the pressure they place on the customary 
land-ownership structures are other challenges that will threaten food security and, there will 
be other, as yet unknown challenges. That is why there is a pressing need to improve food 
security across the Pacific and effective action needs to be taken now. 

This Summit is the first time that Pacific leaders from multiple ministries and agencies, 
private sector, academia, development partners and consumer representatives have come 
together to discuss food security, quality, safety and trade. I invite you to work hard on the 
framework for action on food security to produce a quality document that will guide national 
and regional policy and help us realize a food-secure, prosperous and healthy future for the 
Pacific people. Further, I look forward to our concerted effort to achieving our goal of 
finalizing the framework by the end of the Summit. As host of the Pacific Island Forum 
Leaders meeting later this year, it will be my commitment to bring the framework to this 
meeting for their endorsement. However, to truly make a difference on food security, we all 
need to do our part and I encourage each of you to advocate for improving food security to 
your countries leaders, to your companies, members and organisations and even your families 
and friends . Again, let me reiterate that food security concerns need the whole Pacific 
Community to join hands together and with a common platform address these serious issues. 

Vanuatu is proud to host this inaugural regional summit on food security and it is committed 
to championing the cause for a food secure and healthier Pacific community. It is my hope 
that by the end of the summit we all share the common goal and the commitment to realise a 
stronger, smarter and healthier Pacific. 

To our visitors, I hope that you have an enjoyable stay and that you find time to enjoy what 
Port Vila has to offer. On behalf of the Government of Vanuatu, I wish you every success in 
the 3-day deliberations and look forward to the summit outcomes. It is now my honour and 
pleasure to declare the Pacific Food Summit officially open. Thank you. 



Closing thanks from the participants given by the Honourable Gatoloaifaana Amataga 
Gidlow, Minister of Health, Samoa 

Thanks to the Government of Vanuatu and all of the supporting Ministries and staff. Thanks 
for the hospitality from Day 1 to the end of the Surrunit and do not apologize about the rain 
because it doesn' t detract from the beauty of your land. Thank you very much for welcoming 
us to your shores. 

Thanks to the organizing bodies, development partners, and regional organizations. Thank 
you for facilitating the individual Island nations to come together and collaborate and share 
ideas to ensure that the Pacific peoples now and into the future are food secure, both 
economically and health-wise. 

It has been an intensive and grueling 3 days of collaboration and discussion but at the end of 
it we have all recognized the need and the necessity to endorse the framework as you have 
put forward so we can put it into action the means and methods to combat the concerns and 
challenges that we have all put forward. For that, a pat on the back and a word of 
congratulations is appropriate. 

However, as the Health Minister from Tokelau said earlier, "Keep talking to us and we will 
be corning after you for assistance in what you do best", when advocating food security. I 
must not forget to thank the Honorable Ministers of Health and Agriculture, Honorable 
delegates from throughout the Pacific countries and all the participants. Thank you. 

For your inputs and patience, we must also congratulate ourselves for all we have done this 
week. I must acknowledge the involvement of the media and I do hope they will continue to 
be our strong partner in advocating food security and safety in the Pacific. I apologize if I 
have forgotten to thank any organization or individual in particular. 

At this stage, I would like to wish everyone a safe trip to your homes and loved ones. As we 
say in Samoa, ia manuia le malaga, in French, Bon Voyage and in English, tofa soifual 



Official closing remarks given by the Honourable Steven Kalsakau, Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Vanuatu. 

Honourable Ministers from the Pacific Island Countries, Mr. Feleti Teo - Deputy Secretary 
General, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Dr Shin Young-soo- WHO Regional Director for 
the Western Pacific, Heads of Regional Development Partner Agencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

1 am very pleased and honoured to be with you all this afternoon at the closure of this 
historical occasion of the first, ever, regional Food Summit held in the Pacific. On behalf of 
the Government and the people of Vanuatu, I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations 
for a job well done. You prepared well, you came with your aspirations, you ceased 
opportunities and as a result, WE, all of us together, now have a Framework for Action on 
Food Security for the Pacific and agreement on the way forward. I believe also that a result of 
our coming together from different sectors, both public and private, we have gained 
knowledge about Food Security and its determinants, we have learnt from each others 
experience and we have established or strengthened networks that would ensure effective 
implementation of the Framework. 

As mentioned by the Prime Minister during the opening, the government of Vanuatu is 
committed to bringing the Framework for Action to our Pacific leaders in their meeting later 
this year in Port Vila. 

I would like to issue a challenge to us all as we bring the summit to a close. We have invested 
a lot of our time in this Pacific Food Summit. It has been a worthwhile investment because 
our motivation has been the people of the pacific who are suffering and dying because of 
unhealthy & unsafe food. We have come together and produced a guiding document which 
we believe can change this and set our course in a healthy, food secure direction. 

This will only become a reality if we also together with it make a commitment for its 
effective implementation at local, national and regional level; failure to do this will only 
mean that all our efforts is reduced to nought and our time together in these three days less 
meaningful. I am pleased that some of our development partners have been part of the 
process and it is my hope that they will assist in resourcing where there are gaps and take the 
current efforts in the countries and the region to another level to ensure a food secure pacific. 

My question to you as participants is this 'What have you committed as an individual or 
organisation to do after the summit closes today?' For my ministry we now commit ourselves 
to continue the intersectoral cooperation initiated through our national food summit in 2009 
and now with our framework in place, it will be used to translate this cooperation into action. 
I hope that in your country you will also commit to implement the framework as well. I hope 
the private sectors and food industries have also committed to providing better quality of 
food for our population for the betterment of our health and economy. 

I note that since the opening of the summit it has been raining and I apologise if that has 
spoiled your plans for some outdoor activities. It is probably a reminder of the effects of 
climate change on food security but I also believe it is signal of Gods blessings on the summit 
and the processes involved in the three days. The Bible does speak to the fact that God 
commands his blessings when brethren gather together in unity. A united pacific is what is 
needed in order for it to be food secure and the three days we bring to a close today is a 
testament to that. I thank my fellow ministers from the different island countries for joining 
and through their wisdom helped guide the process in these last three days. 



Finally thank you all for your efforts in bringing this summit together. In particular the Food 
Secure Pacific working group consisting of international and regional organisations. I 
sincerely hope you will continue working together and even expand to other relevant 
agencies and development partners at regional level as the countries will continually need 
your integrated support. I must also thank my own local organising committee for doing their 
best in offering the Vanuatu hospitality as they worked hand in hand with the regional 
organising committee. 

I hope you have managed to see a btt ot Port Vtla amidst the busy three days, have tasted our 
premium beef and our Vanuatu kava and if you have not then it is a good reason to come 
back again to visit our country. 

On behalf of the Government of Vanuatu, it is now my honour and pleasure to declare the 
Pacific Food Summit officially closed and invite you all to a healthy dinner prepared by the 
government of Vanuatu. 
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