
 
 WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
EXECUTIVE BOARD EB115/1(annotated)
115th Session 22 November 2004
Geneva, 17-25 January 2005 

 

Provisional agenda 
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1. Opening of the session and adoption of the agenda 

2. Report by the Director-General 

• Discussion on issues raised 

3. Report of the Programme, Budget and Administration Committee 

The Board will receive at the opening of its session the report of the first meeting of the Programme, Budget and 
Administration Committee which is to be held during the preceding week. 

4. Technical and health matters 

4.1 Revision of the International Health Regulations: update 
 
The document summarizes the deliberations and outcome of the Intergovernmental Working Group convened to 
review the draft revision of the International Health Regulations.  

4.2 Achievement of health-related Millennium Development Goals: status report 
 
The report examines WHO’s response to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, highlighting the need to 
influence resource allocation, harmonize country support, strengthen health systems, and provide support for 
efforts to track progress more accurately.  

4.3 Responding to health aspects of crises 
 
The document informs the Board about improvements to WHO’s contribution to health action in crises. 
Referring particularly to the new three-year programme for enhancing the Organization’s performance in this 
area, it sets out ways in which WHO’s response could be further strengthened.  

4.4 Infant and young child nutrition 
 
It was agreed at the Fifty-seventh World Health Assembly that the draft resolution should be submitted to the 
Executive Board at its 115th session, and forwarded to the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly for its 
consideration.1 The draft resolution is annexed to the document. 

                                                      
1 See document WHA57/2004/REC/3, summary record of the eighth meeting of Committee A, section 3. 
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4.5 Social health insurance 
 
The document reviews the prerequisites for realization of universal coverage through a health financing system, 
in particular the organizational mechanisms needed, under government stewardship, for the collection, pooling 
and use of financial contributions to purchase effective health interventions. 

4.6 Blood safety: proposal to establish World Blood Donor Day 
 
A proposal is submitted for establishment of a World Blood Donor Day, to be held each year on 14 June, 
organized in collaboration with international organizations concerned with the safety and adequacy of national 
blood supplies. 

4.7 Procedures and guidelines 
 

• [Item withdrawn by the Secretariat. The certification scheme for inspection of 
pharmaceutical manufacturing sites for starting materials does not need Board approval. 
Information on the scheme and model certificates will be communicated directly to Member 
States] 

• International Nonproprietary Names: revised procedures 

The proposed revision of the procedure for selecting recommended International Nonproprietary Names 
for pharmaceutical substances was subject to further consultation during 2003-2004 by recirculation of a 
new draft of the revised procedure to all parties. The revised procedure, incorporating amendments, is 
submitted to the Board for adoption. 

• Dependence-producing psychoactive substances: supplementary guidelines 

Deferred by the Board at its 114th session for decision at its 115th session,1 the draft supplementary 
guidelines to the Guidelines for the WHO review of dependence-producing psychoactive substances for 
international control, revised to reflect the Board’s discussion, are resubmitted for its approval. 

4.8 Global smallpox vaccine reserve 
 
Item requested by a Member State. The report outlines proposals for developing a global smallpox vaccine 
reserve. 

4.9 Antiretrovirals and developing countries 
 
Item requested by a Member State. Following on from discussions of the Board at its 114th session,2 the 
document focuses on the relevant provisions in international trade agreements and local production, and on 
WHO’s efforts to promote Good Manufacturing Practices and other measures to assure the quality of locally 
produced priority medicines. 

4.10 Draft global immunization strategy 
 
Item proposed by the Director-General. A global immunization strategy for the period 2005-2015 is being drawn 
up jointly by WHO and UNICEF, together with all partners in immunization, in order to secure the commitment 

                                                      
1 See document EB114/2004/REC/1, summary record of the third meeting, section 4. 
2 idem., summary record of the fourth meeting, section 3.  
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of Member States and stakeholders to immunization at global, national and local levels. Key elements of the 
strategy are submitted to the Board for review before submission to the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

4.11 Malaria 
 
Item requested by a Member State. Focusing on the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, the report provides 
information on progress made in malaria control over the period 1998 to 2004, highlights certain issues involved 
in expanding control, and suggests new targets for coverage of core interventions. 

4.12 Public health problems caused by alcohol 
 
Item requested by a Member State. In response to resolution WHA57.16, the document describes the health and 
social consequences of alcohol consumption worldwide and related burden of disease, suggests interventions to 
prevent and reduce the negative consequences of alcohol use, and outlines proposed future work of the 
Organization in this area. 

4.13 eHealth 
 
Item proposed by the Director-General. The report highlights WHO’s work in eHealth (i.e. use for health 
purposes of information and communication technologies locally and at a distance). It stresses the potential 
impact of eHealth, identifies the global and national challenges, and submits to the Board for its consideration 
the components of a strategy and a framework for action. 

4.14 Rational use of medicines by prescribers and patients 
 
Item requested by a Member State. The document reports on progress made in the past decade in identifying and 
encouraging effective interventions to promote rational use of medicines. 

4.15 International Plan of Action on Ageing: report on implementation 
 
The document reports on progress made in implementing the International Plan of Action on Ageing 2002, 
stemming from the United Nations Second World Assembly on Ageing (Madrid, 2002). The Plan has important 
implications for WHO’ s work as health (Priority Theme 2) is central throughout the document. 

4.16 Ministerial Summit on Health Research (Mexico City, 16 to 20 November 2004) 
 
The report provides information on the outcome of the Summit. 

5. Programme and budget matters 

5.1 Programme budget 2002-2003: performance assessment report 
 
The Assessment Report summarizes the performance of the Secretariat in achieving the Organization-wide 
expected results set out in the Programme budget 2002-2003. Focusing on accomplishments, it also analyses 
obstacles encountered and identifies lessons to be applied to the biennium 2004-2005 and beyond. 

5.2 Proposed programme budget 2006-2007 
 
The Proposed programme budget 2006-2007 is formulated on a set of objectives, strategies, and Organization-
wide expected results. It represents a single programme budget for the Organization that integrates different 
sources of financing. 
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• Reflection in Proposed programme budget 2006-2007 of achievements in, and 
obstacles to, implementing Health Assembly resolutions: assessment for 2001-2004 

Item requested by a Member State. The document provides a brief overview of action taken by the 
Secretariat in implementing Health Assembly resolutions for the period 2001-2004. It identifies specific 
Organization-wide expected results in the Proposed Programme Budget 2006-2007 that deal with aspects 
of the resolutions that remain to be implemented. 

5.3 Guiding principles for strategic resource allocations 
 
In response to decision WHA57(10), the document sets out for the Board’s consideration draft guiding principles 
for the strategic allocation of resources throughout the Organization.  

5.4 General Programme of Work 2006-2015: review of process and draft outline 
 
It is proposed that the eleventh General Programme of Work will cover a 10-year period, thus providing a long-
term view of the place of health in the world and strategic directions for WHO. The preparation process involves 
WHO staff at all levels as well as consultation with Member States, partners, and other experts. 

5.5 Real estate 
 
The document provides information on both the status of projects authorized by the Health Assembly to be 
charged to the Real Estate Fund and longer term plans covering the biennium 2006-2007. 

6. Financial matters 

6.1 Assessed contributions 
 

• Status of collection, including Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions 
to an extent that would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

 
The report sets out the payment status of Member States and Associate Members in respect of current-
year contributions to the effective working budget of the Organization. It also provides an update on the 
Member States that are in arrears of contributions to an extent that their voting rights at the Health 
Assembly might be suspended.  

• Assessments for 2006-2007 
 

The latest available United Nations scale of assessments is that adopted for the period 2004-2006 It is 
therefore proposed that this United Nations scale should be used by WHO for the financial period 
2006-2007. 

6.2 Amendments to the Financial Regulations and Financial Rules 
 
Amendments are proposed to the Financial Regulations and Financial Rules in order to update and streamline 
certain financial policies. 

7. Management matters 

7.1 Appointment of the Regional Director for Africa 
 
The document contains the Regional Committee’s proposal to the Board for appointment of the Regional 
Director. 
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7.2 Appointment of the Regional Director for Europe 

The document contains the Regional Committee’s proposal to the Board for appointment of the Regional 
Director. 

7.3 Governing body matters 

• Working methods of the Health Assembly 
 

At the request of the Executive Board,1 the report reviews the working methods of the Health Assembly, 
taking account of concerns expressed by members, and suggests a model timetable for the first three days 
of the Health Assembly, for the Board’s consideration. 

• Provisional agenda of the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly and date and place of 
the 116th session of the Executive Board 

The document also includes the provisional daily timetable of the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

7.4 Relations with nongovernmental organizations 

• Report of the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations 

Pursuant to paragraphs 4.3 and 4.6 of the Principles governing relations between WHO and 
nongovernmental organizations, the report sets forth the Committee’s recommendations as to whether 
applicant organizations should be admitted into official relations with WHO, and whether relations with 
organizations currently in official relations with WHO should be maintained. 

• Reconsideration of two applications for admission into official relations with WHO 
 

In response to the Board’s enquiries its 114th session,2 the document provides further information from 
two applicant nongovernmental organizations and from the Secretariat. 

7.5 Reports of the foundation committees 
 
The Board will review the reports of the selection panels of the prizes to be awarded in 2005 by the 
Dr A.T. Shousha Foundation, Jacques Parisot Foundation, Léon Bernard Foundation, Sasakawa Memorial 
Health Foundation, and United Arab Emirates Health Foundation. 

7.6 Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit and related matters 
 

• Previous JIU reports: implementation of recommendations 

Following the format agreed between the Joint Inspection Unit and WHO to gauge progress made on 
implementation, the document provides more detail of the action taken by the Secretariat on the Unit’s 
recommendations contained in two previous reports of relevance to WHO, namely, on management 
information systems, and the United Nations system response in East Timor. 

                                                      
1 See document EB114/2004/REC/1, summary record of the first meeting, section 4. 
2 idem, summary record of the sixth meeting, section 2. 



EB115/1(annotated) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6 

• Recent JIU reports 

In accordance with the modality for following up reports of the Joint Inspection Unit, the document 
introduces reports issued during 2003 and 2004 of relevance to WHO. It provides in tabular form a 
summary of, and the Secretariat’s comments on, each recommendation of the Unit contained in those 
reports considered to be of relevance to WHO, including a case study on multilingualism in WHO. 

• Follow-up to Executive Board deliberations on multilingualism 

Following discussion of the Executive Board at its 114th session,1 the document reviews a number of 
issues raised by members. (See also recent JIU reports.) 

8. Staffing matters 

8.1 Human resources 
 

• Annual report  

The preview as at 30 September 2004 of the Organization’s staffing profile provides data on, inter alia, 
distribution of staff by gender, geographical representation, age profile, retirement age, and nature of 
appointment. It also highlights progress in a number of key areas to facilitate the management of human 
resources within the Organization. The annual report containing data as at 31 December 2004 will be 
submitted to the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

• Report by the International Civil Service Commission 

The annual report of the International Civil Service Commission is submitted for the Board’s information 
in accordance with Article 17 of the Commission’s Statutes. The document summarizes the main 
elements of the Commission’s report. 

• Confirmation of amendments to the Staff Rules 

Amendments to the Staff Rules made by the Director-General are submitted for confirmation by the 
Board in accordance with Staff Regulation 12.2. 

8.2 Statement by the representative of the WHO staff associations 
 
9. Matters for information 

9.1 Reports of advisory bodies 
 

• Report on forty-second session of the Advisory Committee on Health Research 
(ACHR) 

The report provides a summary of discussions at the forty-second session of the Global Advisory 
Committee on Health Research.  

                                                      
1 See document EB114/2004/REC/1, summary record of the sixth meeting, section 2. 
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• Expert committees and study groups 

In compliance with regulation 4.23 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, the 
Director-General submits to the Board for its consideration his report on meetings of expert committees 
and study groups, including a summary of the recommendations contained in the reports of expert 
committees, and his observations on their significance for public health policies and implications for the 
Organization’s programmes. 

In compliance with regulation 2.2 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, the 
addendum informs the Board of the establishment or disestablishment of expert advisory panels and their 
membership as at December 2004, and lists the meetings of expert committees convened during the year. 

9.2 Poliomyelitis 
 
The report highlights the outcome of “intensification” of eradication efforts as from mid-January 2004, 
contrasting progress in some areas to retrogression in others, and reviews issues related to the final stages of 
eradication. 

[Former item 9.3 transferred to section 4, as item 4.15] 
 

[Former item 9.4 transferred to section 4, as item 4.16] 
 

9.3 Reports requested by earlier resolutions 
 

A. Promotion of healthy lifestyles (resolution WHA57.16) 

The report outlines progress made in promoting healthy lifestyles, including regional meetings, preparations for 
the sixth global conference in Bangkok, and application of various mechanisms at global and country levels.  

B. Violence and health (resolution WHA56.24) 

The report is a follow-up to the World report on violence and health at country and global levels.   

C. Smallpox eradication: destruction of variola virus stocks (resolution WHA55.15) 

The report provides a summary of the yearly review of accomplishments and outcomes from research using live 
variola virus. 

D. Traditional medicine (resolution WHA56.31) 

The report outlines progress made by both Member States and WHO in implementing the resolution and WHO’s 
strategy on traditional medicine during 2003 and 2004.  

E. Scaling up treatment and care within a coordinated and comprehensive response to 
HIV/AIDS (resolution WHA57.14) 

The report highlights normative guidance and technical support provided by the Secretariat to Member States as 
part of global efforts to reach the target of delivering antiretroviral treatment to three million people in 
developing countries by the end of 2005. 
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F. Strategic approach to international chemicals management (resolution WHA56.22) 

The report outlines the inclusion of health-sector views in development of the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management. The priorities expressed by Member States are listed, along with an 
indication of how these align with current and planned WHO work programmes.  

9.4 Commission on Social Determinants of Health 
 
Item proposed by the Director-General. Information is provided on the preparatory phase of establishing WHO’s 
Commission on Social Determinants of Health, to be launched in March 2005. The aim of the Commission is to 
promote changes to health policy of Member States and global actors on the basis of social determinants. 

9.5 Reproductive cloning of human beings: report on discussions in the United Nations 
General Assembly 

 
Item requested by a Member State. The document provides information on the status of the debate in the United 
Nations General Assembly since it decided in December 2001 to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on an 
International Convention against the Reproductive Cloning of Human Beings, and describes some of the 
scientific and technical considerations involved. 

10. Closure of the session 

Note. At the consultation between the Director-General and the Officers of the Board,1 convened in 
accordance with rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board, it was agreed to defer to the 
116th session of the Board the following items requested by Member States: 

• International trade and health 
• WHO country offices 
• Implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

=     =     = 

                                                      
1 11 November 2004. 


