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CHOICE OF SUBJECT FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT THE FIFTIETH 
SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE IN YEAR 2000 

The Regional Director has proposed the following subject for the Technical Discussions at the 
fiftieth session of the Regional Committee: 

"REDUCING MATERNAL MORTAL/TY: A CHALLENGE FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY" 

The death of a woman due to pregnancy or childbirth is widely recognized by the international 
community and the African countries as a tragic fact that causes tremendous suffering to many families 
and individua1s in a variety of ways. 

Yel, there are appropria te, affordable and very effective interventions that can make a significant 
impact on this sHent tragedy. It is estimated that more than 75% of the direct causes of maternaI deaths 
are preventable if timely and most appropriate actions are taken by qualified staff. Such awareness and 
knowledge have yet to be translated into sustained and concrete actions by governments, in collaboration 
with the communities. 

At the dawn of the twenty-first century, there is need for stronger and more effective commitrnent 
and political wiU on the part of decision-makers and partners in health and health-related sectors so that 
greater effort can be made to address this issue in a multisectoral and more coordinated manner. 
Preventing maternaI deaths in ail countries in the Region should be considered as a basic element of 
social justice and a right for aU women of reproductive age in the African Region. 

The Technical Discussions at the fiftieth session of the Regional Committee will look into critical 
issues related to the prevention of maternaI death, ineluding aceess to essential health care, poverty 
alleviation and female literacy programmes; possible strategies and initiatives to be implemented at al! 
levels of the health eare system ineluding the community level; and ways and means of ensuring the 
commitrnent of key players from governmental seelors, private organizations and the international 
community. 


