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First report of Committee A 

(Draft) 

On the proposal of the Committee on Nominations,1 Professor H. Achour (Tunisia) and 
Mr K.R. Chedumbarum Pillay (Mauritius) were elected Vice-Chairmen, and Dr S. Zobrist (Switzerland) 
Rapporteur. 

Committee A held its first two meetings on 6 and 7 May 1997 under the chairmanship of Dr R. Campos 
(Belize), its third meeting on 7 May 1997 under the chairmanship of Mr K.R. Chedumbarum Pillay (Mauritius), 
its fourth and fifth meetings on 8 May 1997 under the chairmanship of Professor H. Achour (Tunisia) and 
Dr R. Campos (Belize) respectively, its sixth and seventh meetings on 9 May 1997 under the chairmanship of 
Mr K.R. Chedumbarum Pillay (Mauritius) and Dr R. Campos (Belize) respectively. 

It was decided to recommend to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
resolutions relating to the following agenda items: 

17. Proposed programme budget for the financial period 1998-1999 

17.1 General review 

Two resolutions entitled: 

- WHO collaborating centres 

19. Implementation of resolutions and decisions (progress reports by the Director-General) 

Two resolutions entitled: 

-Guidelines on the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical Products moving 
in International Commerce 

-Cross-border advertising, promotion and sale of medical products through the Internet 

Document A50/27. 
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Agenda item 17.1 

at the Health Assembly 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA30.11 on reimbursement of travelling expenses for attendance at the Health 
Assembly; 

Having considered the proposed programme budget for the financial period 1998-1999，in particular 
appropriation section 1, Governing bodies; 

Noting the proposal contained therein that the Organization should meet the cost of travel to the Health 
Assembly for one representative each from the least developed countries only, in order to keep costs of 
governing bodies within the level budgeted for 1996-1997, 

DECIDES that, with effect from 1 January 1998，only Members that are classified as least developed 
countries shall be reimbursed for the actual travelling expenses of one delegate each, the maximum 
reimbursement to be restricted to the equivalent of one economy/tourist return air ticket from the capital city 
of the Member to the place of the session. 
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Agenda item 17.1 

WHO collaborating centres 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that in order to exert global health leadership in the twenty-first century in the current 
budgetary context the Organization must make every effort to create the broadest possible network of "partners 
for health" in order to make full use of all the skills available at country and regional levels; and to seek new 
resources and make optimum use of them in order to fulfil its tasks in the twenty-first century within the 
framework of the new strategy for health for all; 

Aware that the collaborating centres represent a source of expertise that deserves to be better utilized and 
promoted; 

Thanking the Director-General for the work accomplished in coordinating the network of collaborating 
centres at present in existence, 

1. URGES Member States: 

(1) to support and develop national centres of expertise so that they may meet the criteria to become 
a WHO collaborating centre; 

(2) to inform WHO of the existence of these centres of expertise; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen the cooperation between WHO and its collaborating centres in priority areas; 

(2) to undertake a situation analysis concerning the existing networks of collaborating centres: 

(a) to prepare a review of designations and terminations since resolution WHA33.20 and submit 
it to the Executive Board in January 1998; 

(b) to review the definition of the functions of the collaborating centres and the procedure for 
their designation and redesignation; 

(c) to explore the arrangements between WHO and the collaborating centres, including the option 
of working through contracts; 

(d) to review the procedures for and frequency of evaluation of these centres with a view to their 
redesignation or termination; 

(3) to take steps to promote and encourage the emergence of a larger number of collaborating centres 
in the countries concerned by WHO's priorities and to foster capacity-building programmes in these 
centres; 

(4) to explore organizational mechanisms within WHO at headquarters and regional level and the 
various possibilities of funding to ensure the best support for and coordination of the network of centres; 

(5) to report on his findings and recommendations to the 101st session of the Executive Board in 
January 1998. 
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Agenda item 19 

Guidelines on the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of 
Pharmaceutical Products moving in International Commerce 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Taking note of previous resolutions on WHO's Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical 
Products moving in International Commerce, and particularly resolutions WHA45.29 and WHA49.14; 

Having reviewed the revised guidelines on implementation of the Certification Scheme which are the 
result of field trials in a number of WHO Member States and discussions during the sixth and seventh biennial 
International Conferences of Drug Regulatory Authorities;1 

Believing that the adoption of the revised guidelines will provide an important instrument in support of 
drug registration in the importing country by ensuring access to transparent information on the regulatory status 
of the pharmaceutical product in the exporting country and the true origin of products to be imported, 

1. ENDORSES the guidelines for implementation of the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of 
Pharmaceutical Products moving in International Commerce and associated model certification forms; 

2. URGES Member States: 

(1) to implement these guidelines, and to issue and request WHO-type certificates in the form contained 
in the guidelines as from 1 January 1998 and to issue the certificates in the form proposed; 

(2) to inform the Director-General of their intent to apply the Scheme and of any significant 
reservations they intend to express relating to their participation as provided for in article 2.1 of the 
guidelines. 

1 WHO Technical Report Series, No. 863，1996，Annex 10. 
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Agenda item 19 

Cross-border advertising, promotion and sale of 
medica丨 products through the Internet 

The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

Aware of the increasing use of electronic communication means by the general public for shopping and 
gathering information; 

Aware of the fact that the efficacy, safety and quality of medical products require careful assessment, and 
that in many Member States such products require authorization prior to marketing, and are available only on 
medical prescription; 

Aware that the proper and safe use of medical products may require review of the medical history, medical 
examination, diagnosis of the condition and subsequent counselling and follow-up by the health care 
professional; 

Recognizing that regulations and regulatory control vary among countries regarding prescription/non-
prescription (over-the-counter) status of medical products, resulting in national differences in their availability; 

Aware that advertising, promotion and legal sale of medical products in one country may be violative in 
other countries; 

Recognizing that in some situations provision of medical products by an authorized health professional 
on the basis of an electronically communicated request may contribute to more rational and better health care, 
and to the easier availability of necessary medical products and information about them; 

Recognizing that such mail order service may in some countries include prescription-only products, and 
that in such situations national law may specify additional requirements to authorize the order; 

Noting the continued need for vigilance in the maintenance of legal and ethical standards in the 
advertising, promotion and sale of medical products; 

Concerned, however, that uncontrolled advertising, promotion and sales of medical products by electronic 
communication may present a hazard for public health as well as a risk for the individual patient, particularly 
with regard to misleading or fraudulent product information and lack of individual counselling; 

Particularly concerned that advertising, promotion and sales through the Internet may lead to uncontrolled 
across-the-border trade of medical products or fraudulent imitations that may be unevaluated, unapproved, 
unsafe or ineffective, or used inappropriately, 

1. URGES all Member States to collaborate with WHO in order to facilitate collection of information on the 
Internet regarding the points listed above; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to collect information on the various aspects and consequences of advertising, promotion, and sale 
of medical products through the Internet; 
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(2) to collaborate with the drug regulatory authorities and national and international enforcement 
agencies, consumer groups, professional associations, the pharmaceutical industry and other relevant 
parties, to collect all necessary information on the subject; 

(3) to convene a WHO ad hoc working group consisting of representatives of the parties mentioned 
above, and, in addition, experts in ethics, legal matters, marketing and communication, and other experts 
as required, to consider and review the above and related issues in the advertising, promotion and sale of 
medical products through the Internet, and to formulate recommendations for action to the Director-
General; 

(4) to report on progress to the Executive Board at its 101st session in January 1998, and to the Fifty-
first World Health Assembly in May 1998; 

(5) to mobilize extrabudgetary resources for this activity. 


