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Health conditions of, and assistance to, the 
Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, 

including Palestine 

At the request of Israel, the Director-General has the honour to transmit to the Forty-ninth World Health 
Assembly the attached report by the Ministry of Health of Israel.' 

See Annex. 
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ANNEX 

COORDINATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ISRAEL 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND THE PALESTINIAN HEALTH AUTHORITY 

1995-1996 

In accordance with the peace process between Israel and the Palestinians, and following the Cairo 
agreements on the transfer of powers and responsibilities in the sphere of health to the Palestinian Health 
Authority, self-administration has been implemented in two stages: 

1. The transfer of the health services in Gaza and Jericho to the Palestinian Authority in the middle 
of M a y 94，and 

2. The handing over of the entire health system in the West Bank in December 94. 

Israel has handed over an improved and developed health system run by well-trained personnel in the 
fields of hospital services, primary health care, preventive medicine and all aspects of public health. 

Infant mortality declined from more then 100 per 1000 live births in 1967 to 25 per 1000 in 1994. The 
decline in morbidity and mortality among infants and children, has been the outcome of an updated 
immunization program coupled with an improved infant and child care and control of infectious diseases. 

The Palestinian Health Authority in Gaza and Jericho (for the past 2 years) and in the West Bank (for 
the past 18 months) has managed autonomously the complete health and medical systems. 

The government health units in Gaza and the West Bank including Jericho which have been handed 
over to the Palestinian Health Authority include: 

Twelve general hospitals consisting of more than 1500 beds, one psychiatric hospital with 320 beds, 
220 general and specialty clinics, 147 maternal and child health clinics, 74 village health units, 
28 community health centers as well as other institutes such as nursing schools. 

The Palestinian Authority is also responsible for non-governmental systems which constitute 750 hospital and 
maternity beds as well as many general clinics, maternal and child health centers and nursing schools. 

Israel has provided the Palestinian Authority with vaccines for the West Bank and Gaza for 1995 and 
with drugs and pharmaceuticals for Gaza and Jericho for the period May 15th 1994 to August 15th 1994 and 
for the West Bank for the period December 1st 1994 to March 1st 1995. 

Assistance from the donor countries as well as allocation from internal resources (income tax and other 
sorts of taxation) helped the Palestinian Authority to overcome the initial financial constraints. 

Good relations and cooperation have prevailed between the Palestinians and the Israelis through the 
negotiations and following the establishment of the Palestinian Health Authority. Themes for cooperation 
and requests for assistance are initiated by the Palestinians and the principles of coordination and cooperation 
have been determined and agreed upon by the two parties. 
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Eight main activities have been chosen as follows: 

1. Joint Professional Committees: 

Joint committees have been functioning in two levels: 

a. Field workers - Senior Palestinian health officials together with the two Israeli health coordinators 

for the West Bank and Gaza 

b. Ministerial level - Palestinian general directors headed by their deputy minister of health together 
with the Israelis responsible for coordination and liaison and senior Israeli health officials. 

The four committees are as follows: 

1.1 Public health including epidemiology and immunization: 

Deals with public health issues in common to both parties, with exchange of information and views on 

infectious diseases and with the common policy on immunization. 

1.2 Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

The committee deals with: 

1.2.1 Israeli and Palestinian production of drugs and pharmaceuticals considering the measures needed 
to be taken for ensuring quality, effectiveness and safety of drugs. 

1.2.2 The issues of drug importation from abroad to the West Bank and Gaza according to official 

rules and regulations. 

1.2.3 The regulations for transportation of drugs from Gaza to the West Bank and vice versa, as well 

as transportation between Israel and the West Bank and Gaza. 

1.3 Complementary Medical Service in Israel: 

Deals with the assessment of needs and priorities, cooperation with Israeli hospitals, evaluation of 

potential agreements and discussions on fees for medical services. 

1.4 Training Programs for Health and Medical Personnel: 

Deals with evaluation and determination of needs for various training programs, planning and 

organization of courses, workshops and post-graduate studies. 

2. Exchange of Medical Information: 

Bilateral transfer of statistical reports consisting of data on infectious diseases and outbreaks of 

contagious diseases. 

3. Referral of Palestinian Patients to Israeli Hospitals for Hospitalization and Ambulatory Care: 

About 2000 patients from the West Bank and Gaza are hospitalized yearly in Israel. 

Around 7000 patients from both areas are referred for ambulatory care (diagnostic and therapeutic). 
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4. Drugs and Immunizations Supplies: 

The Palestinian Authority purchases drugs and immunizations from Sarel Ltd. Supplies and Services 

for Medicine Ltd. (from which also the Israeli Ministry of Health purchases the same products). 

5. Training Programs, Courses and Study-days for Palestinians in Israel: 

Since the implementation of the Palestinian autonomy 21 physicians have participated in training 
programs in various clinical specialties and public health in Israeli hospitals. 

Many physicians have participated, so far, in 

subjects such as health economics, health insurance, 

and public health. 

6. Middle East Training Program on TQM 
Israelis and Palestinians: 

13 study-days (out of 25 planned for 1996) in various 

medica丨 licensure and other topics in clinical medicine 

(Total Quality Management) with Participation of 

A quality management program for health care organizations in the Middle East and North Africa was 
opened in May 1995 with a course which was held in Dahab, Egypt for participants from Egypt, Jordan, 
Morocco, Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 

7. Middle East Consortium on Cancer Diseases, Statistical Information, Diagnosis, Treatment and 
Research: 

Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey and Cyprus joined in a consortium on diagnosis, 
treatment and research in cancer. 

The first meeting was held several months ago in Israel and the official signing of the agreement was 
done in Cyprus in April 1996. 

8. A Joint Palestinian-Israeli Project: 

Construction of a Modern Tertiary Hospital in Gaza: 

A Palestinian-Israeli medical center (initiated by Dr. Ephraim Sneh, Israeli Minister of Health) is to be 

located in the Gaza area near Kami passage. 

A joint steering committee has already been established for the planning, organization and construction 
of the center. 

This 300 bed hospital will provide hospitalization to patients from the Middle East in general but 
mainly to Palestinians and Israelis. 

The hospital campus will include a nursing school and a training center for medical and paramedical 
professions. 

W e look forward to continued collaboration in the fields of health and medicine for the welfare of all 
people in the region. 


