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FIRST MEET ING 

Monday, 20 May 1996, at 13:50 

Chairman: Dr A. J. MAZZA (Argentina) 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCAT ION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN 

COMMITTEES (Document A49/1) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that, under its terms of reference as defined in Rule 33 of 

the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, its first task was to consider item 8 (Adoption of the agenda 

and allocation of items to the main committees) of the provisional agenda, which had been prepared by the 

Executive Board.1 

Deletion of agenda items 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that, if there was no objection, four items on the provisional agenda should 

be deleted, namely, item 11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members), item 20.5 (Amendments 

to the Financial Regulations), item 23 (Supplementary budget for 1996-1997)，and item 24 (Scale of 

assessments: assessment of new Members and Associate Members). 

It was so agreed. 

Referring to the limited duration of the Assembly, the CHAIRMAN observed that, should any items 

hâve to be postponed until the following Assembly, priority would be given to those items that had to be 

dealt with at the current Assembly by virtue of an Assembly-resolution. In particular, Committee A might 

wish to set a specific time to take up item 18.1 (Smallpox eradication: destruction of variola virus stocks). 

Further, proposals for new draft resolutions should be submitted by the evening of Tuesday, 21 May, to allow 

for due consideration by the Assembly. 

Referring to the agenda items to be considered in plenary, namely items 1 to 15, he noted that the 

Health Assembly had already dealt with items 1 to 7 that afternoon. The Committee was at present dealing 

with item 8，on which he would transmit its recommendations to the plenary meeting the following morning. 

The remaining items (9 to 15) would be taken up in plenary, as scheduled. 

The Executive Board had allocated the items on the provisional agenda between Committee A and 

Committee В according to the terms of reference of those committees. The Board had proposed that under 

item 17 (Implementation of resolutions (progress reports by the Director-General)) the subitem on Global 

strategy for the prevention and control of AIDS should be taken together with item 30.4 (Joint United Nations 

Programme on HIV/AIDS) in Committee B, and that the subitem on Tobacco or health should also be taken 

in Committee B. 

The Chairman concluded that the Committee wished to recommend to the Health Assembly that it 

should accept the allocation of the items to the main committees as set out in the provisional agenda as 

amended, on the understanding that certain items might subsequently be transferred from one committee to 

the other depending on their workload. 

It was so agreed. 
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Lastly, the CHAIRMAN drew attention to the Executive Board's recommendation to the Assembly that 

holidays falling during the period of the Assembly should be considered as working days, unless the Board 

decided otherwise. 

2. P R O G R A M M E OF W O R K OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the Executive Board, in decision EB97(16), had decided 

that the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly should close no later than Saturday, 25 May, and drew attention 

to the preliminary timetable prepared by the Executive Board.1 In the absence of any objections to the 

timetable, he concluded that the Committee approved it. 

It was so agreed. 

The General Committee then drew up the programme of work of the Assembly for Tuesday, 

21 May, and Wednesday, 22 May. It decided to meet next on Wednesday, 22 May at 17:10 in order to draw 

up the list for the annual election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board 

and to review the programme for the remainder of the week. 

Referring to the list of speakers for the debate on agenda item 10 (Review of The world health report 

1996), the CHAIRMAN suggested that, in accordance with established procedure, the order of speakers on 

the list, which already contained 68 names, should be strictly followed, and that new names should be entered 

in the order in which they were received by the Assistant to the Secretary of the Assembly. The list of 

speakers would appear in the Journal. If the Committee had no objection, he would inform the Health 

Assembly of those arrangements at the plenary meeting that afternoon. 

It was so agreed. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA agreed that a time limit should be set for the 

receipt of new resolutions. He suggested that the Chairman should remind the Assembly of the provisions 

of resolution WHA47.14 on Health Assembly resolutions. No new resolutions on technical subjects should 

be introduced at the Assembly; they should be submitted first to the Executive Board for examination at its 

January session. 

The delegate of CANADA endorsed the suggestion of the previous speaker. In view of the efforts to 

ensure that resources were spent according to priorities, tasks should not be added to the existing work plan 

of the Organization without an examination of their structural, programmatic, and financial implications. 

Without discouraging Members from drawing attention to new issues, he considered that it was important for 

the Assembly to know what was involved before action was taken. 

The delegate of ZAMBIA, while supporting the views of the previous speakers, requested the definition 

of a "technical resolution". 

The DIRECTOR, CABINET OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL, read out the relevant operative 

paragraphs of resolution WHA47.14. 

The delegate of AUSTRALIA expressed concern that important items referred to the Assembly from 

the Executive Board might have to be postponed until the following Assembly. He welcomed efforts to 

streamline the work of the Assembly, and felt that the proceedings of the first day could possibly be dealt 
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with in preparatory meetings in the regions in order to start earlier the examination of substantive matters in 

the Assembly. 

The delegate of CUBA asked when the list of speakers on item 10 would be closed. 

The DIRECTOR, CABINET OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replied that Committee A decided when 

the list would be closed. 

The CHAIRMAN requested the Legal Counsel to prepare a summary of the operative paragraphs of 

resolution WHA47.14 for the purpose of advising the Assembly. 

The meeting rose at 14:15. 


