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Committee В held its seventh and eighth meetings on 24 May 1996 under the chairmanship of 

Dr Olive Shisana (South Africa). 

It was decided to recommend to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 

resolutions relating to the following agenda items: 

21. WHO reform and response to global change 

21.1 WHO reform and response to change: Progress report on reform 

One resolution 

29. Health conditions of, and assistance to, the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, 

including Palestine 

One resolution 

30. Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations 

30.2 Coordinated follow-up and implementation of plans of action of 

international conferences 

One resolution entitled: Prevention of violence: public health priority 

30.3 International Decade of the World's Indigenous People (resolutions 

WHA47.27 and WHA48.24) 

One resolution 

30.4 Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (resolution WHA48.30) 

One resolution 

30.5 Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: Health assistance to specific countries 

One resolution 

31. Expert committees and study groups: modification of the Regulations 

One resolution. 



(Draft) A49/38 

Agenda item 21.1 

WHO reform and response to global change 

Progress report on reform 
(Personnel policy) 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA48.15 of the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly; 

Having considered the report by the Director-General in document A49/11; 

Having also considered resolution EB97.R2 of the Executive Board on implementation of 

recommendations on the WHO response to global change; 

Recalling resolution EB92.R2 of the Executive Board, which underlined the importance of technical 

competence, career development and rotation of staff; 

Recognizing the challenges faced by the Organization in adapting to changing global needs; 

Determined that WHO reform should permeate the Organization at all levels and in all regions, and that 

it should constitute an integral part of WHO's management culture; 

Convinced that WHO's staff are its most important resource, and that an effective personnel policy is 

essential to the effective implementation of reform, 

1. NOTES the progress achieved; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to ensure that urgent steps are taken to develop and implement a new personnel policy for WHO 

incorporating the recommendations of EB97.R2 and compatible with the United Nations common 

system, and to submit that policy to the ninety-ninth session of the Executive Board for consideration; 

(2) to ensure that the work begun by the development team on personnel policy is followed up, that 

proposals are developed for putting the recommendations into practice, and that concrete outcomes are 

achieved; 

(3) to continue to report regularly to the Executive Board on achievements made and any obstacles 

encountered during the implementation of WHO reform; 

(4) to report to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly on progress made in implementation of reform 

throughout WHO; 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Directors to report regularly to the Executive Board on progress in, and any 

obstacles encountered to, the implementation of reforms in their region; 

4. REQUESTS the Executive Board to continue to monitor closely and encourage progress in reform and 

advise the Director-General on measures to overcome any obstacles encountered. 
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Agenda item 29 

Health conditions of, and assistance to, the 
Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, 

including Palestine 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Mindful of the basic principle established in the WHO Constitution, which affirms that the health of 

all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security; 

Recalling the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East (Madrid, 30 October 

1991) on the basis of United Nations Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 

(1973) of 22 October 1973, and the subsequent bilateral negotiations; 

Expressing the hope that the peace talks between the parties concerned in the Middle East will lead to 

a just and comprehensive peace in the area; 

Noting the signing in Washington D.C. on 13 September 1993 of the Declaration of Principles on 

Interim Self-Government Arrangements between the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation 

Organization, the commencement of the implementation of the Declaration of Principles following the signing 

of the Cairo Accord on 4 May 1994，the transfer of health services to the Palestinian Authority, and the 

launching of the final stage of negotiations between Israel and Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) on 

5 May 1996; 

Emphasizing the need to accelerate the implementation of the Declaration of Principles and the 

subsequent Accord; 

Recognizing the need for increased support and health assistance to the Palestinian population in the 

areas under the responsibility of the Palestinian Authority and to the Arab populations in the occupied Arab 

territories, including the Palestinians as well as the Syrian Arab population; 

Recognizing that the Palestinian people will have to make strenuous efforts to improve their health 

infrastructure, and expressing satisfaction at the initiation of cooperation between the Israeli Ministry of 

Health and the Ministry of Health of the Palestinian Authority, emphasizing that health development is best 

enhanced under conditions of peace and stability; 

Expressing the hope that the Palestinian patients will be able to benefit from health facilities available 

in the health institutions of Jerusalem; 

Recognizing the need for support and health assistance to the Arab populations in the areas under the 

responsibility of the Palestinian Authority and in the occupied territories, including the occupied Golan; 

Having considered the report of the Director-General,1 

1. EXPRESSES the hope that the peace talks will lead to the establishment of a just, lasting and 

comprehensive peace in the Middle East; 

1 Document A49/21. 
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2. EXPRESSES the hope that the Palestinian people, having assumed responsibility for their health 

services, will be able themselves to carry out health plans and projects in order to participate with the peoples 

of the world in achievement of WHO's objective of health for all by the year 2000; 

3. AFFIRMS the need to support the efforts of the Palestinian Authority in the field of health in order to 

enable it to develop its own health system so as to meet the needs of the Palestinian people in administering 

their own affairs and supervising their own health services; 

4. URGES Member States, intergovernmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations and regional 

organizations to provide speedy and generous assistance in the achievement of health development for the 

Palestinian people; 

5. THANKS the Director-General for his efforts and requests him: 

(1) to take urgent steps in cooperation with Member States to support the Ministry of Health of the 

Palestinian Authority in its efforts to overcome the current difficulties, and in particular so as to 

guarantee free circulation of patients, of health workers and of emergency services, and the normal 

provision of medical goods to the Palestinian medical premises, including those in Jerusalem; 

(2) to continue to provide the necessary technical assistance to support health programmes and 

projects for the Palestinian people in the transitional period; 

(3) to take the necessary steps and make the contacts needed to obtain funding from various sources 

including extrabudgetary sources, to meet the urgent health needs of the Palestinian people during the 

transitional period; 

(4) to continue his efforts to implement the special health assistance programme and adapt it to the 

health needs of the Palestinian people, taking into account the health plan of the Palestinian people; 

(5) to activate the organizational unit at WHO headquarters concerned with the health of the 

Palestinian people, and continue to provide health assistance so as to improve the health conditions of 

the Palestinian people; 

(6) to report on implementation of this resolution to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly; 

6. EXPRESSES gratitude to all Member States, intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental 

organizations and calls upon them to provide assistance to meet the health needs of the Palestinian people. 
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Agenda item 30.2 

Prevention of violence: 
public health priority 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Noting with great concern the dramatic worldwide increase in the incidence of intentional injuries 

affecting people of all ages and both sexes, but especially women and children; 

Endorsing the call made in the Declaration of the World Summit for Social Development for the 

introduction and implementation of specific policies and programmes of public health and social services to 

prevent violence in society and mitigate its effect; 

Endorsing the recommendations made at the International Conference on Population and Development 

and the Fourth World Conference on Women urgently to tackle the problem of violence against women and 

girls and to understand its health consequences; 

Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the elimination of violence against women; 

Noting the call made by the scientific community in the Melbourne Declaration adopted at the third 

international conference on injury prevention and control (1996) for increased international cooperation in 

ensuring the safety of the citizens of the world; 

Recognizing the serious immediate and future long-term implications for health, and psychological and 

social development that violence represents for individuals, families, communities and countries; 

Recognizing the growing consequences of violence for health care services everywhere and its 

detrimental effect on scarce health care resources for countries and communities; 

Recognizing that the health sector is frequently at the forefront of contacts with victims of violence and 

has a unique technical capacity and benefits from a special position in the community to help those at risk; 

Recognizing that WHO, the major agency for coordination of international work in public health, has 

the responsibility to provide leadership and guidance to Member States in developing public health 

programmes to prevent self inflicted violence and violence against others, 

1. DECLARES that violence is a leading worldwide public health problem; 

2. URGES Member States to assess the problem of violence on their own territory and to communicate 

to WHO their information about this problem and their approach to it; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General, within available resources to initiate public health activities to 

address the problem of violence that will: 

(1) characterize different types of violence, define their magnitude and assess the causes and the 

public health consequences of violence using also a gender perspective in the analysis; 
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(2) assess the types and effectiveness of measures and programmes to prevent violence and mitigate 

its effects, with particular attention to community-based initiatives; 

(3) promote activities to tackle this problem at both international and country level including steps 

to: 

(a) improve the recognition, reporting and management of the consequences of violence; 

(b) promote greater intersectoral involvement in the prevention and management of violence; 

(c) promote research on violence as a priority for public health research; 

(d) prepare and disseminate recommendations for violence prevention programmes in nations, 

States and communities around the world; 

(4) ensure the coordinated and active participation of appropriate WHO technical programmes; 

(5) strengthen the Organization's collaboration with governments, local authorities and other 

organizations of the United Nations system in the planning, implementation and monitoring of 

programmes of violence prevention and mitigation; 

4. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to present a report to the ninety-ninth session of the 

Executive Board describing the progress made so far and to present a plan of action for progress towards a 

science-based public health approach to violence prevention. 
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Agenda item 30.3 

Collaboration within the United Nations system and 
with other intergovernmental organizations 

Internationa丨 Decade of the World's Indigenous People 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling the role of WHO in planning for and implementing the objectives of the International Decade 

of the World's Indigenous People as recognized in resolution WHA47.27 of the Forty-seventh World Health 

Assembly, and resolution WHA48.24 of the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly; 

Further recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolution 50/157, which adopted the 

programme activities for the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, in which it is 

recommended that "specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other international and national 

agencies, as well as communities and private enterprises, should devote special attention to development 

activities of benefit to indigenous communities", and in this regard, that the United Nations system should 

establish focal points for matters concerning indigenous people in all appropriate organizations, and that the 

governing bodies of the specialized agencies of the United Nations system should adopt programmes of action 

for the Decade in their own fields of competence, in partnership with indigenous people; 

Mindful of the health initiative for indigenous people undertaken by the Pan American Health 

Organization; 

Noting document A49/24; 

Welcoming the appointment by the Director-General of a focal point for the International Decade of 

the World's Indigenous People, 

REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen the focal point for the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People; and, 

(2) to submit to the ninety-ninth session of the Executive Board a comprehensive programme of 

action for the Decade, developed in consultation with national governments and organizations of 

indigenous people, to be undertaken by the World Health Organization at both headquarters and 

regional levels, with a view to achieving the health objectives of the Decade. 
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Agenda item 30.4 

Collaboration within the United Nations system and 
with other intergovernmental organizations 

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director-General's reports on the implementation of the global strategy for the 
prevention and control of AIDS1 and on progress towards establishing the Joint United Nations Programme 
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS);2 

Recalling resolutions WHA40.26, WHA41.24, WHA42.33, WHA42.34, WHA43.10, WHA45.35 and 
WHA48.30, and United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/203 on HIV/AIDS, which has emerged as 
a major public health problem; 

Noting the comments and resolutions of the regional committees on HIV/AIDS and the establishment 
of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS; 

Noting that new resource mobilization mechanisms need to be developed to support countries in 
combating HIV/AIDS, 

1. NOTES with concern that the impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic - with parallel and related epidemics 
of sexually transmitted diseases - is expanding and being intensified, resulting both in increasing morbidity 
and mortality, particularly in developing countries, and in repercussions on the functioning of health services; 

2. ACKNOWLEDGES with appreciation the essential leadership role played by WHO, through its Global 
Programme on AIDS since its inception, in the mobilization, guidance and coordination of activities for the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS, care and support of "persons living with HIV/AIDS", and promotion and 
coordination of research activities; 

3. RECOGNIZES the dedication and exceptional contribution of the staff of the Global Programme on 
AIDS to the response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic, globally and within countries, and to the epidemics of 
sexually transmitted diseases, and expresses appreciation of this work; 

4. NOTES with satisfaction that, pursuant to resolution WHA48.30, the Memorandum of Understanding 
has been concluded for the establishment of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS; 

5. ENDORSES: 

(a) the formula drawn up by the United Nations Economic and Social Council for the membership 
of the Programme Coordinating Board of UNAIDS; 

Document A49/4, part IX. 
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(b) the proposal that further consultation should be conducted on mechanisms for future elections of 
Member States to the Programme Coordinating Board; 

(c) the functions of the Programme Coordinating Board described in the report of the Director-
General;1 

6. URGES Member States: 

(a) to continue to show strong political commitment to national AIDS prevention efforts and give 
the ministries of health a leading role in collaborating with UNAIDS and its cosponsors; 

(b) to ensure expansion of the national response to HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases in 
both prevention and care, and surveillance of related health problems; 

(c) to ensure that maximum protection measures for health workers are promoted and sustained in 
all work situations; 

(d) to strengthen surveillance of the pandemic and development and planning of, and resource 
mobilization for, national HIV/AIDS/STD programmes in partnership with UNAIDS and its cosponsors; 

(e) to provide support to UNAIDS governance by participating actively in the work of the 
Programme Coordinating Board; 

7. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(a) to ensure support for Member States in their response to HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases through maintenance of a strong technical capability within WHO to respond to related health 
issues; 

(b) to provide technical guidance to UNAIDS on WHO's health policies, norms and strategies, and 
to facilitate cooperation between UNAIDS and the relevant WHO programmes and divisions; 

(c) to facilitate the incorporation of UNAIDS specific policies, norms and strategies into the activities 
of WHO at global, regional and country level, where appropriate; 

(d) to collaborate in all aspects of resource mobilization for HIV/AIDS activities, including 
(i) participation in joint fund-raising activity with UNAIDS and its other cosponsors; and 
(ii) strengthening of the capability of WHO country offices to participate in appeals for funds at the 
country level to combat HIV/AIDS in close collaboration with ministries of health; 

(e) to ensure that the Health Assembly receives the reports prepared by UNAIDS on its activities on 
a regular basis; 

(f) to keep the Executive Board and the Health Assembly informed about the development and 
implementation of an overall strategy for WHO's activities relating to HIV/AIDS and sexually 
transmitted diseases, including: (i) support to Member States; (ii) integration of activities into WHO 
programmes at all levels of the Organization, as appropriate; (iii) support provided by WHO to 
UNAIDS; and (iv) collaboration between WHO and UNAIDS as outlined in paragraph 7(d). 

1 Document A49/25. 
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Agenda item 30.5 

Collaboration within the United Nations system and 
with other intergovernmental organizations 

Health assistance to specific countries 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling and confirming the previous resolutions of the Health Assembly on health assistance to 
specific countries, the most recent being resolution WHA48.31, which includes reference to earlier resolutions 
WHA44.37 (Health and medical assistance to Lebanon); WHA44.38 (Health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in Cyprus); WHA44.39 (Assistance to Lesotho and Swaziland); WHA44.40 
(Reconstruction and development of the health sector in Namibia); and WHA44.43 (Health and medical 
assistance to Somalia); 

Noting that an increasing number of countries and areas are stricken by natural and man-made disasters 
and the subsequent numerous reports submitted for discussion during the Health Assembly; 

Taking note of United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182, on "Strengthening of the 
coordination of humanitarian assistance of the United Nations"; 

Recalling resolution WHA35.1 on method of work of the Health Assembly, which draws attention to 
the desirability of a full discussion at regional level of all matters dealing with specific countries before such 
items are referred to the Health Assembly, and the recent decision on this matter by the Regional Committee 
for the Eastern Mediterranean (resolution EM/RC39/R.11), 

1. E X P R E S S E S its appreciation to the Director-General for his continued efforts to strengthen the 
Organization's capacity to respond promptly and efficiently to country-specific emergencies; 

2. URGES the Director-General to continue to give high priority to countries mentioned in the above 
resolutions and to coordinate these and other WHO efforts in emergency preparedness and humanitarian 
assistance with the humanitarian affairs programmes of the United Nations system, including mobilization 
of extrabudgetary resources; 

3. CALLS UPON the Director-General to report to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly on the 
implementation of this resolution. 
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Agenda item 31 

Expert committees and study groups: 
modification of the Regulations 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly 

DECIDES to amend the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees so that regulation 4.23 
reads as follows: 

4.23 The Director-General shall submit to the Executive Board a report on meetings of expert 
committees held since the previous session of the Board. It shall contain his observations on the 
implications of the expert committee reports and his recommendations on the follow-up action to be 
taken, and the texts of the recommendations of the expert committee shall be annexed. The Executive 
Board shall consider the report submitted by the Director-General and address its comments to it. 
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