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Committee В held its fifth and sixth meetings on 23 May 1996 under the chairmanship of 

Dr A.Y. Al Saif (Kuwait) and Dr Olive Shisana (South Africa). 

It was decided to recommend to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 

resolutions relating to the following agenda items: 

17. Implementation of resolutions (progress reports by the Director-General) 

Tobacco or health 

Two resolutions entitled: 

-Tobacco or health programme 

-International framework convention for tobacco control 

30. Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations 

30.1 General matters 

Five resolutions entitled: 

-Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: Supply of controlled drugs for emergency care 

-Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: WHO policy on collaboration with partners for health development 

-Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: Orientation of WHO policy in support of African recovery and 

development 

-Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance 

-Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 

organizations: International Programme to mitigate the Health Effects of the Chernobyl 

Accident (IPHECA) 
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Agenda item 17 

Tobacco-or-health programme 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA48.11 recognizing the work carried out by the Organization in the field of 

tobacco or health which requested the Director-General to submit a plan of action for the tobacco-or-health 

programme for the period 1996-2000; 

Having considered the Director-General，s report on "Tobacco or health",1 

ENDORSES the plan of action for the W H O programme on tobacco or health for 1996-2000.2 

1 Document A49/4, part VI. 

2 Document A49/INF.DOC./2. 



(Draft) A49 /38 

Agenda item 17 

International framework convention 
for tobacco control 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions WHA29.55, WHA31.56, WHA33.35, WHA39.14, WHA43.16 and WHA45.20, 

all calling for comprehensive, multisectoral, long-term tobacco control strategies; 

Noting with satisfaction that the Director-General has prepared a report on the feasibility of developing 

international instruments for tobacco control, as requested by resolution WHA48.11, and that this report 

concludes that the development of such instruments is feasible, 

1. URGES all Member States, and, where applicable, organizations of the United Nations system and other 

international organizations progressively to implement comprehensive tobacco control strategies that include 

the measures referred to in resolutions WHA39.14 and WHA43.16 as well as other appropriate measures; 

2. URGES Member States to contribute the necessary extrabudgetary resources to permit the 

implementation of this resolution; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to initiate the development of a framework convention in accordance with Article 19 of the WHO 

Constitution; 

(2) to include as part of this framework convention a strategy to encourage Member States to move 

progressively towards the adoption of comprehensive tobacco control policies and also to deal with 

aspects of tobacco control that transcend national boundaries; 

(3) to inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of this initiative, and to request the 

collaboration of the United Nations system, coordinated through the United Nations system focal point 

on "tobacco or health"; 

(4) to keep the Health Assembly informed of the development of the framework convention in his 

biennial reports to the Health Assembly on the progress and effectiveness of Member States' 

comprehensive tobacco control programmes, as called for in resolution WHA43.16. 
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Agenda item 30,1 

Collaboration within the United Nations system 
and with other intergovernmental organizations: 
Supply of controlled drugs for emergency care 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that controlled drugs, such as opioid analgesics, are essential medicines for the treatment 

of human suffering; 

Also recognizing that timely international supplies of essential medicines are often vital for 

humanitarian disaster relief operations in emergency situations; 

Concerned because speedy international supply of opioid analgesics to sites of emergencies is 

impossible because of the export and import control measures that apply to narcotic drugs; 

Concerned further about the similar difficulties experienced even with regard to psychotropic substances, 

as an increasing number of national authorities apply stricter control measures than are provided under the 

relevant international treaty; 

Noting, with satisfaction, that the International Narcotics Control Board shares such concern; 

Convinced that a practical solution to this problem should be found through intensified dialogue 

between the health and drug control authorities at all levels, 

1. URGES Member States to initiate or intensify dialogue between health and drug control authorities in 

order to establish simplified regulatory procedures that allow timely international supply of narcotic drugs 

and psychotropic substances in emergency situations; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to prepare, in consultation with the relevant United Nations bodies 

involved in the international control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, model guidelines to assist 

national authorities with simplified regulatory procedures for this purpose. 
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Agenda item 30.1 

Collaboration within the United Nations system 
and with other intergovernmental organizations: 
WHO policy on collaboration with partners for 

health development 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Concerned about the widening gap in the health status of populations within countries and between 

developed and developing countries, as well as the recent drastic changes affecting socioeconomic 

development; 

Welcoming WHO's forward-looking measures to revitalize existing relations and to form new ones with 

intergovernmental organizations concerned with health and health-related fields, and the significant steps taken 

to develop WHO's new partnership with the World Bank and to agree on action to combine the two 

organizations' complementary technical expertise and financial resources, 

1. COMMENDS the progress made at global, regional and country level to implement the WHO policy 

of forming and strengthening partnerships within a United Nations system currently under reform and with 

different elements of "civil society" to place health at the centre of development; 

2. URGES Member States, together with WHO, to play a strong coordinating role in working with 

external partners in health development, to establish health as a central component of national development, 

and to ensure capacity-building for health and overall development; 

3. CALLS ON the international community, including development agencies and "civil society", to join 

forces in pursing the WHO policy on collaboration with partners for health development and to mobilize 

further necessary technical and financial resources; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to keep the Health Assembly informed of intensified collaboration 

with partners in the United Nations system, in particular the World Bank, and of developments in strategic 

alliances with intergovernmental organizations, notably the five regional commissions of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council, the five regional development banks, and other regional intergovernmental 

institutions including the Organization of African Unity, the European Union, the Organization of American 

States, the African Economic Community and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation. 
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Agenda item 30.1 

Collaboration within the United Nations system 
and with other intergovernmental organizations: 
Orientation of WHO policy in support of African 

recovery and development 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Deeply concerned about the serious situation affecting health and development in Africa, and the need 

for intensified, coordinated action; 

Welcoming the steps taken by the Administrative Committee on Coordination to launch the United 

Nations System-wide Special Initiative for Africa; 

Welcoming further the conclusions reached at ACC's first regular session of 1996 on the need to foster 

a decentralized, country-driven approach to implementation, to make maximum use of existing coordination 

mechanisms, in particular the lead and collaborating agencies, and to encourage the building of strong 

partnerships with governments, nongovernmental organizations and other elements of civil society; 

Appreciating the World Bank's action to mobilize the resources required for implementing the Initiative, 

the framework developed by the Bretton Woods institutions to solve the debt problems of African and other 

heavily indebted countries, and the need to foster health and social development in the context of structural 

development; 

Appreciating WHO's active promotion of and support for the Treaty Establishing the African Economic 

Community and its assistance in drafting the health protocol at the request of the Organization of African 

Unity; 

Recognizing the solid basis for health development support constituted by WHO's organizational 

arrangements, including the network of collaborating centres and other partnerships, within and outside Africa, 

1. WELCOMES the steps taken by WHO to ensure coordination of interagency support for 

implementation of the health component of the Special Initiative; 

2. ENDORSES the orientation of WHO's policy in support of African recovery and development, 

responding to nationally defined needs and priorities, making full and effective use of African institutions as 

well as other partnerships within and outside the United Nations system; 

3. URGES Member States to adapt their plans for health development support to reflect the specific 

framework for health policy and establishment of priorities in the African countries concerned, as endorsed 

by the WHO Regional Committees for Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean, and by the Health Assembly; 

4. INVITES all development agencies and multilateral financial institutions concerned, including the World 

Bank, to make concerted efforts with WHO to mobilize the technical and financial resources required to 

implement the United Nations System-wide Special Initiative for Africa and other high-priority health 

initiatives in support of African recovery and development; 
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5. REQUESTS the Director-General to keep the Health Assembly informed of progress made in these 

initiatives, ensuring that the health component is placed at the centre of African development. 
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Agenda item 30.1 

Collaboration within the United Nations system 
and with other intergovernmental organizations: 
Strengthening of the coordination of emergency 

humanitarian assistance 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA48.2 which adopted a new WHO strategy for emergency and humanitarian 

action,1 referring also to United Nations General Assembly resolutions 46/182, 48/57 and 49/22 on this 

subject, 

1. WELCOMES resolution 1995/56 of the United Nations Economic and Social Council on the 

strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, in response to paragraph 2(b) of that resolution, to draw the attention 

of the Council to the relevant measures proposed to the Health Assembly and endorsed in resolution 

WHA48.2 in the areas of emergency preparedness and disaster reduction, emergency response and 

humanitarian action, and humanitarian advocacy; 

3. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General, in response to paragraph 2(c) of the resolution, to 

emphasize in his contribution to the Council's report further progress made by the Organization in defining 

(1) its role and operational responsibilities in the field of emergency humanitarian action; and (2) its 

operative and financial capacities to discharge them. 

See document WHA48/1995/REC/1, Annex 1. 
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Agenda item 30.1 

Collaboration within the United Nations system 
and with other intergovernmental organizations: 
International Programme to mitigate the Health 

Effects of the Chernobyl Accident (IPHECA) 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions 45/190 and 50/134 of the United Nations General Assembly and resolution 

1990/50 of the United Nations Economic and Social Council on international cooperation in activities relating 

to the Chernobyl accident; 

Recalling decision WHA41(9) of the Forty-first World Health Assembly authorizing the Organization 

to accede to the conventions concerning nuclear accidents; 

Recalling resolution WHA44.36 of 16 May 1991 on "International programme on the health effects of 

the Chernobyl accident"; 

Noting the reports by the Director-General to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly on the 

International Programme to mitigate the Health Effects of the Chernobyl Accident (IPHECA)1 and to the 

ninety-fifth session of the Executive Board on the same subject;2 

Mindful of the severity of the accident and its grave implications for human health, especially the sharp 

increase in thyroid cancer as reported at the WHO International Conference on the Health Consequences of 

the Chernobyl and other Radiological Accidents (Geneva, 20-23 November 1995)，the European Union 

Conference on the Radiological Consequences of the Chernobyl Accident (Minsk, 18-22 March 1996), and 

the International Conference "One Decade after Chernobyl: Summing up the Consequences of the Accident" 

jointly co-sponsored by the European Commission, WHO and IAEA, (Vienna, 8-12 April 1996); 

Noting with appreciation the work already being done by WHO and other international organizations 

to monitor and mitigate the adverse effects of the Chernobyl accident, and the support being given by 

Member States, 

1. URGES Member States to participate actively in and to provide further support for the implementation 

of the International Programme to mitigate the Health Effects of the Chernobyl Accident; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to continue the implementation of the International Programme, in particular to build on the 

foundation of the pilot projects in the further development, validation and strengthening of methods, 

instruments and expertise; 

Document A49/31. 

Document EB95/30. 
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(2) to give emphasis to the monitoring and mitigation of long-term health effects in highly exposed 

groups, including accident recovery workers and children and other residents of areas heavily 

contaminated with radioactive materials; 

(3) to seek to mitigate other significant health effects that are not radiation-induced but are 

attributable to the accident, including psychosocial and psychosomatic effects; 

(4) to continue close collaboration with other competent international organizations, including 

organizations of the United Nations system, in the further development and implementation of the 

International Programme. 

10 


