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SECOND MEETING 

Friday, 5 May 1995，at 17:20 

Chairman: Dato Dr Haji Johar NOORDIN 
President of the Health Assembly 

1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON 
TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The CHAIRMAN reminded Members that the procedure for drawing up the list of proposed names to 
be transmitted by the General Committee to the Health Assembly for the annual election of Members entitled 
to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and 
by Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. To help the General Committee in its task, 
three documents were before it: a table, by Region, of Members of the Organization which were or had been 
entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board; a list indicating the present composition of 
the Executive Board by Region, on which were underlined the names of the 11 Members whose term of 
office would expire at the end of the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly and which had to be replaced, 
namely: for the African Region, Cameroon, Swaziland; for the Region of the Americas, Canada, Jamaica, 
Mexico; for the South-East Asia Region, Mongolia; for the European Region, Portugal, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Qatar, Syrian Arab Republic; 
and for the Western Pacific Region, Japan, together with one vacancy by virtue of the ratification of Article 
24 of the Constitution; and a list of the 12 Members that it was suggested should be entitled to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board. 

As no additional suggestions were made by the General Committee, the CHAIRMAN noted that the 
number of candidates was the same as the number of vacant seats on the Executive Board. He therefore 
presumed that the General Committee wished, as was allowed under Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure, to 
proceed without taking a vote since the list apparently met with its approval. 

There being no objection he concluded that it was the Committee's decision, in accordance with 
Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure, to transmit a list comprising the names of the following 12 Members 
to the Health Assembly for the annual election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 
Executive Board: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Bhutan, Brazil, Croatia, Egypt, Ireland, 
Republic of Korea, Zimbabwe. The list would be transmitted to the Health Assembly at least 24 hours before 
it was due to meet to elect the Members. 

It was so agreed. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (continued from the first meeting) 

After the CHAIRMAN had reopened the discussion on the wording of agenda item 31, the delegate of 
MOROCCO, seconded by the delegate of OMAN, proposed the following wording for item 31: "Health 
conditions of, and assistance to, the Arab population in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine". 
He noted that that proposal had obtained the support of all the parties involved. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, welcoming the proposal, said that the concerned 
delegations had agreed that the entire issue would be handled by consensus. The resolution to be adopted 
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under item 31 would be based on last year's consensus text, and any change would also be agreed by 
consensus. 

The delegate of the UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, associating himself with the previous speaker, invited 
the Committee to reach a unanimous agreement. 

The delegate of FRANCE supported the proposal and emphasized the prevailing spirit of consensus. 

The proposed wording for agenda item 31 was approved by acclamation. 

3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee heard reports from Dr MRISHO (United Republic of Tanzania), Chairman of 
Committee A, and Dr WOJTCZAK (Poland), Chairman of Committee B, on the progress of work in their 
committees. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the programme of meetings for the following week. 

The delegate of MOROCCO proposed that on Wednesday, 10 May there should be no official meetings 
in order to respect the Eid al adha religious holiday, celebrated throughout the Islamic world. The United 
Nations General Assembly had adopted a resolution along those lines, with which the United Nations office 
in Vienna, the Commission on Human Rights and the Committee on Disarmament had complied. 

The LEGAL COUNSEL, noting that it was entirely for the Committee to decide on the Assembly's 
programme of work, observed that it was likely that additional meetings would be necessary in order to close 
the Assembly on Friday, 12 May, as scheduled. 

The delegate of the UNITED ARAB EMIRATES drew attention to United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 49/221 on the calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations for 1995. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the work scheduled for Wednesday, 10 May should be added to the 
programme for Thursday, 11 May. 

The delegate of OMAN, supported by the delegate of MOROCCO, suggested that it might be better 
to distribute the work scheduled for Wednesday between Tuesday, 9 May and Thursday, 11 May. 

The ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL (Administration) pointed out that there would be an 
additional cost, amounting to US$ 30 000，should it be necessary to hold a night session on Thursday, 11 
May in order to conclude work in time for the closure. 

The delegate of FRANCE said that the matter at issue deserved more than financial considerations. 
A more general debate had now opened up, which called for a substantive discussion. He suggested that the 
Executive Board should decide on the principle of organizing work in the light of religious requirements, and 
should ascertain whether that organization was compatible with respect for all beliefs, customs and religions. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the General Committee should meet on Tuesday, 9 May, and that the 
work scheduled for Wednesday, 10 May should be redistributed between Tuesday, 9 May and Thursday, 
11 May. 
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The delegate of OMAN suggested that the Committee should meet on Monday, 8 May in order to 
reallocate the work scheduled for Wednesday, 10 May to Tuesday, 9 May and Thursday, 11 May. 

The DIRECTOR, CABINET OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL, suggested a programme of meetings 
for Saturday, 6 May, Monday, 8 May, Tuesday, 9 May, and Thursday, 11 May, observing Wednesday, 
10 May as a religious holiday. If there were no objection, the next meeting of the General Committee would 
be held on Tuesday, 9 May. He stressed that it was essential to respect the scheduled timing for closure of 
the Assembly and to ensure a quorum for adoption of the appropriation resolution for the financial period 
1996-1997. That might entail a night meeting on Thursday, 11 May. 

There being no further comment, the General Committee agreed on the suggested programme 
of work. 

The meeting rose at 18:10. 


