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FIRST MEETING 

Monday, 1 May 1995，at 17:20 

Chairman: Dato Dr Haji Johar NOORDIN 
President of the Health Assembly 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN 
COMMITTEES (Document A48/1) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that, under its terms of reference as defined in Rule 33 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, its first task was to consider item 8 (Adoption of the agenda 
and allocation of items to the main committees) of the provisional agenda, which had been prepared by the 
Executive Board and issued as document A48/1. 

Deletion of agenda items and allocation of remaining items 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that, if there was no objection, two items on the provisional agenda should 
be deleted, namely, item 11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members) and item 25 
(Supplementary budget for 1994-1995). 

It was so agreed. 

Noting that item 26.1 (Assessment of new Members and Associate Members) would be considered, the 
CHAIRMAN said that the words "if any" should be deleted. 

The Chairman informed the Committee that, subsequent to a communication received from the 
Government of Mongolia, it was proposed to include a supplementary agenda item entitled "Transfer of 
Mongolia to the Western Pacific Region". 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA asked why the proposal to include a 
supplementary item on the agenda had not been submitted to the Executive Board for consideration at its 
ninety-fifth session. 

The LEGAL COUNSEL replied that the request from the Government of Mongolia had arrived after 
the Executive Board session. 

The delegate of CHINA endorsed the proposal to include the supplementary item on the agenda. 

There being no objection, it was so agreed. 

The delegate of the UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, referring to item 31 (Health assistance to the 
populations covered by resolution WHA47.30), proposed that the wording should be the same as that used 
in previous years, namely "Health conditions of the Arab populations in the occupied Arab territories, 
including Palestine". 

The delegates of MOROCCO, OMAN and CUBA seconded the proposal. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA pointed out that the wording of item 31 
conformed with the language of resolution WHA47.30 and had been approved by the Executive Board at its 



ninety-fifth session. Time should be devoted not to the wording of the agenda item, but to ways in which 
WHO could help to improve the health conditions of the Palestinian people, who had begun to take control 
of their own affairs. The Assembly should recognize that the peace process was advancing and tackle the 
substantive work needed rather than debate political issues. The United States could therefore not accept the 
proposal of the delegate of the United Arab Emirates. 

The LEGAL COUNSEL explained that the Executive Board, as was its prerogative in accordance with 
Rules 4 and 5 of the Rules of Procedures of the Health Assembly, had prepared the provisional agenda, 
bearing in mind paragraph 4(5) of resolution WHA47.30 which requested the Director-General "to report to 
the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly on the aspects of health assistance to the populations covered by 
this resolution". Of the two proposals for the wording of item 31 the Committee, in accordance with Rule 
68 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, should consider first the proposal that was the furthest 
removed in substance from the proposal originally presented, namely that of the United Arab Emirates, 
Morocco, Oman and Cuba. 

The delegate of CUBA maintained that the Executive Board was not empowered to change the wording 
of an agenda item; that would be a violation of the sovereignty of the Assembly. The Executive Board 
proposed a provisional agenda precisely because the Assembly alone could decide on a change of wording. 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE B, in an attempt to reach a consensus, proposed that an asterisk 
should be added at the end of the agenda item, which would refer to a footnote specifying the title of 
resolution WHA47.30, namely "Health conditions of the Arab populations in the occupied Arab territories, 
including Palestine". 

The delegate of FRANCE, seconded by the delegate of the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, endorsed the proposal of the Chairman of Committee B. 

The CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD explained that the Executive Board, after lengthy 
deliberation and a vote, had agreed not to change the wording of item 31，leaving it to the Assembly to 
decide on its final formulation. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA agreed that, in order to reach a consensus, he 
could accept the proposal of the Chairman of Committee B. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Committee if it would accept the proposal of the Chairman of Committee В 
by consensus. 

The delegate of the UNITED ARAB EMIRATES pointed out that his proposal was not a new one: 
he simply advocated a return to the wording of item 31 which had been used for twenty years. The wording 
of the provisional agenda did not take into account the situation of Arabs in the occupied territories, for there 
were Palestinian territories and other occupied Arab territories. 

The delegate of OMAN proposed that the title of resolution WHA47.30 should appear in brackets at 
the end of item 31，instead of an asterisk with a footnote. Item 31 would therefore read "Health assistance 
to the populations covered by resolution WHA47.30 (Health conditions of the Arab populations in the 
occupied Arab territories, including Palestine)". 

The delegate of MOROCCO said that he did not understand why the title of resolution WHA47.30 
should have been omitted from item 31 when that wording had been used for so long. 

The delegate of ISRAEL, speaking as an observer at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, informed the 
Committee of the background to negotiations on the formulation of resolution WHA47.30, the contents of 



which were authoritative; the wording of item 31 reflected accurately the language of that resolution. The 
United Arab Emirates had co-sponsored resolution WHA47.30, with which it now dissociated itself, and was 
attempting to return to the politicization of the Assembly debates. Nonetheless, in a spirit of compromise, 
he would accept the proposal of the Chairman of Committee B. 

The delegate of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN said that since there had been no change in the 
situation of the Arab populations in the occupied Arab territories there was no reason to change the wording 
of the agenda item. The original wording should be retained as it was; that was the least the Assembly could 
do for the Palestinians. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA reiterated his support for the proposal of the 
Chairman of Committee B，and opposed the proposal of the delegate of Oman. 

The LEGAL COUNSEL recapitulated the four proposals before the Committee. 

The observer of PALESTINE, speaking at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, said that he would prefer 
the original wording of item 31, i.e. that of earlier years, to be retained. It was not pertinent to add either 
an asterisk with a footnote, or a text in brackets, because the title of the resolution had no political 
connotations. In order to advance in the peace process, progress had to be made in implementing the 
resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the discussion on the wording of item 31 should be temporarily 
suspended in order to complete the rest of the work of the Committee. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Executive Board had allocated the items on the provisional agenda 
between Committee A and Committee В according to the terms of reference of those committees as laid down 
in Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure and with a view to ensuring a balanced distribution of the work. 

Referring to the agenda items to be considered in plenary, namely items 1 to 15, he noted that the 
Health Assembly had already dealt with items 1 to 7 that afternoon. The Committee was at present dealing 
with item 8，on which he would transmit its recommendations to the plenary meeting the following morning. 
The remaining items (9 to 16) and the supplementary item would be examined in plenary, as scheduled. 

The CHAIRMAN concluded that the Committee wished to recommend to the Health Assembly that it 
should accept the allocation of the other items to the main committees as set out in the provisional agenda. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA noted that additional information had been 
requested on the proposals contained in the draft programme budget for the period 1996-1997.1 However, 
the documentation provided to the Assembly did not provide an adequate breakdown of financing, and his 
delegation might move that the debate on item 18 (Proposed programme budget for the financial period 1996-
1997) should be suspended until such time as it had received details. Considering that, the General 
Committee might have to be reconvened earlier to reallocate items from Committee В to Committee A. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that his proposals were made on the understanding that certain items might 
subsequently be transferred from one committee to the other depending on their workload. 

The Committee agreed to the allocation of items as set out in the provisional agenda. 

1 Document PB/96-97. 



2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the Executive Board in decision EB95(16) had decided 
that the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly should close no later than 12 noon on Friday, 12 May, and drew 
attention to the preliminary timetable prepared by the Executive Board.1 In the absence of any objections 
to the timetable, he concluded that the Committee approved it. 

It was so agreed. 

The General Committee then drew up the programme of work of the Assembly for Tuesday, 
2 May, Wednesday, 3 May, Thursday, 4 May, Friday, 5 May and Saturday, 7 May. 

Referring to the list of speakers for the debate on agenda items 9 and 10，the CHAIRMAN suggested 
that, in accordance with established procedure, the order of speakers on the list, which already contained 100 
names, should be strictly followed, and that new names should be entered in the order in which they were 
received by the Assistant to the Secretary of the Assembly. The list of speakers would appear in the Journal. 
If the Committee had no objection, he would inform the Health Assembly of those arrangements at the 
plenary meeting the following morning. 

It was so agreed. 

The General Committee decided to meet next on Friday, 5 May at 17:10 in order to draw up the 
programme for the following week and the list for the annual election of Members entitled to designate a 
person to serve on the Executive Board. 

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN 
COMMITTEES (resumed) 

After the CHAIRMAN had reopened the discussion of the wording of item 31, the delegate of OMAN 
announced that he withdrew his proposal. 

The delegate of FRANCE suggested that the Committee could reach a consensus on the proposal of 
the Chairman of Committee В and thus avoid a vote on three successive proposals. 

The delegate of CUBA, observing that item 31 was not scheduled for debate until Monday, 8 May, 
asked whether a decision on the wording of the agenda item could not be postponed until the next meeting 
of the Committee on Friday, 5 May, giving time for the Members involved to reach an agreement. 

The delegate of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA asserted that the matter should be decided at 
the present meeting. He supported the suggestion of the delegate of France to try to reach consensus on the 
proposal of the Chairman of Committee B, which had seemed imminent before the discussion was suspended. 

The delegate of the UNITED ARAB EMIRATES maintained his proposal. 

The LEGAL COUNSEL, responding to the question of the delegate of Cuba, stressed that there was 
no precedent for that course of action. It would create an exceptional situation because the Assembly was 
to adopt its complete agenda the following morning. However, it would be legally acceptable - if both the 
General Committee and the Assembly agreed - for the Committee to recommend that the Assembly should 

Document A48/GC/1. 



adopt the provisional agenda with the exception of item 31，provided that the wording of the item was 
formulated within the next few days and adopted by the Assembly before Committee В opened the debate 
on that matter. 

The delegate of the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 
together with the delegate of RUSSIA, supported the proposal of the delegate of Cuba, noting that it would 
enable the Assembly to adopt all the items on its agenda, with the exception of item 31, on which the General 
Committee reserved its position. 

There being no objections, the Committee recommended for adoption by the Assembly all the 
items of the provisional agenda with the exception of item 31，upon which a decision would be taken 
at the next meeting of the General Committee. 

The meeting rose at 18:50. 


