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Report on progress in implementing
resolution WHA45.24
Health and development

The purpose of this report which was also submitted to the Executive Board at its ninetythird session is to inform the Health Assembly of activities undertaken to implement
resolution WHA45.24 on "Health and development". The Health Assembly is invited to take
note of the report. No further action is sought at this time.

1.
Resolution WHA45.24 on health and development focused attention on the intolerable health
situation of the most vulnerable groups, which experience unnecessary pain and suffering from preventable
diseases, economic deprivation, social isolation, violence, abuse and war. The health situation of these
vulnerable groups, which are found in all societies throughout the world, constitutes a violation of their
fundamental right to health as defined in the Constitution of the World Health Organization.
2.
Certain economic development policies and strategies have contributed to the creation of new
vulnerable groups and have not been able to resolve the spectrum of health issues which confront vulnerable
populations.
3.
In response to resolution WHA45.24, the Director-General established a Task Force on Health and
Development Policies for the period 1993-1995 with the following terms of reference:
(a) study existing development policies, strategies and programmes throughout the world to
determine which factors enhance or hinder the promotion and improvement of health status;
(b) analyse health status indicators and their relation to economic development, with emphasis on
the situation of the most vulnerable groups;
(c)
examine alternative funding mechanisms which would help countries evaluate the interaction
of health status and economic development strategies;
(d) explore ways and means of improving access to basic education, credit facilities for small
industries, and other means of assisting countries to improve the health status and protect the health
rights of vulnerable groups;
(e) recommend appropriate arrangements for the protection of basic health as a human right and，
in consultation with all partners concerned, initiate a process of education and consensus-building to
ensure that health status is protected in the development process.
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4.
The Task Force comprises a group of eminent personalities from a cross-section of disciplines and
experiences, who are highly regarded in their respective fields, and who are in a position to advocate
innovative changes in the area of health and development.
5.
After the international forum on "Health: a conditionality for economic development - Breaking the
cycle of poverty and inequity", a meeting was held in Geneva from 15 to 19 November 1993 between
countries which have focused over the years on improving the health status of the most vulnerable groups.
Participants included policy-makers, representatives of donor agencies, project implementation teams,
experts in functional literacy, and representatives of national financial institutions. Following indications
in resolution WHA45.24, the meeting highlighted the policy measures which need to be taken by different
sectors to improve the health status of the most vulnerable population groups, and identified alternative
financial arrangements which could be used to better their general social condition.
6.
The outcome of this intercountry meeting was shared with a subgroup of the Task Force on Health
and Development Policies, which held a planning meeting in New York from 7 to 9 December 1993.
Participants prepared the groundwork of the Task Force by a brainstorming session on the following
matters:
(a) development models and approaches which have proven effective in reducing inequities in
health and which have contributed to social stability;
(b)

the most pressing health issues in today's world and the groups most affected;

(c) a new vision of development which builds upon past successes and ensures that the equity and
dignity of human beings are protected and promoted during the development process.
7.
The meeting produced a broad framework which specified questions for consideration and outlined
a phased strategy for presentation to the full Task Force which is to meet from 27 to 30 June 1994.
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8.
The World Health Assembly, through the Executive Board, will be kept informed of further activities
undertaken in response to resolution WHA45.24 on health and development.
9.

The World Health Assembly is invited to take note of the above report.

