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At its ninety-first session the Executive Board recommended in its resolution 
EB91.R5 the adoption of a resolution by the Health Assembly to protect 
International Nonproprietary Names (or generic names) by discouraging 
proliferation of trade marks that are derived from the nomenclature. 

1. The system that identifies each pharmaceutical substance included in marketed pharmaceutical products 

by a unique, universally recognized generic name is of crucial importance to international communication in 

medicine. It is the objective of the WHO programme on the selection of International Nonproprietary Names 

(INN) to maintain and protect this system. Since 1950，when the Third World Health Assembly identified this 

need (resolution WHA3.11), names have been selected for approximately 6000 pharmaceutical substances. 

2. Over the years, the need to maintain the integrity of the system has become urgent. This is reflected in 
the following extract from the fifth report of the WHO Expert Committee on the Use of Essential Drugs, 
which met in November 1991:1 

The procedure for selecting INNs allows manufacturers to contest names that are either identical or 

similar to their licensed trade marks. In contrast, trade-mark applications are disallowed, in accordance 

with the present procedure, only when they are identical to an INN. A case for increased protection of 

INNs is now apparent as a result of competitive promotion of products no longer protected by patents. 

Rather than marketing these products under the generic name, many companies apply for a trade mark 

derived from an INN and, in particular, including the INN common stem. This practise endangers the 

principle that INNs are public property; it can frustrate the rational selection of further INNs for related 

substances, and it will ultimately compromise the safety of patients by promoting confusion in drug 

nomenclature. 

3. These subjects of concern were debated during the sixth Conference of International Drug Regulatory 

Authorities, in Ottawa, in October 1991. The report of this conference reaffirms the Expert Committee's view 

that national authorities should do everything possible to dissuade companies from using names derived from 

INNs, and particularly names including established INN stems (such as -mab and -olol), as trade marks. 

4. It was against this background that the Executive Board at its ninety-first session recommended the 

adoption by the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly of the resolution contained in its resolution EB91.R5. 

1 WHO Technical Report Series, No. 825, 1992. 


