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Organization of WH09s Technical Discussions
The World Health Assembly is the supreme governing body of the
World Health Organization. It meets in May each year and brings
together delegates from all Member States to discuss and take
decisions on the policies, priorities and programmes of WHO's work.
Representatives of organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system, including the specialized agencies, other int^govemmental
organizations, and nongovernmental organizatims in official relations
with WHO also attend the Health Assembly.
While not strictly part of the formal work of the Health Assembly,
Technical Discussions take place every two years during the first
week of the session on a topic selected by the WHO Executive
Board, reflecting the priority concerns expressed by Member States.
The 1992 Technical Discussions are on "Women, health and
development".

THE 1992 TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

Introduction
WHO's Constitution clearly asserts that "the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of health is one of the
fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of
race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition".
This basic human right is being denied to many women
and young girls who, despite great advances in medical
technology, still suffer from preventable health problems and
diseases that, in many instances, lead to unnecessary illness and
death.
Improving the health of women has been shown to have
a positive effect, not only on their own condition, but also on
that of their children, their families and their communities.
Development activities in all sectors are ultimately reflected in
health status. This year's Technical Discussions will focus on
the health status of women as a critical indicator of the
effectiveness of economic policies and development strategies in
all societies.
Women's health has been the subject of numerous studies
and conferences, and many programmes have been designed to
respond to some of the health needs of women throughout the
world. In spite of these efforts and some improvements in
overall physical quality-of-life indicators, the health status of
women remains precarious, and in some situations is worsening.
For these reasons, the WHO Executive Board decided at
its session in May 1990 to devote the 1992 Technical
Discussions to "Women, health and development".
The
objectives of these Technical Discussions will be to highlight
specific issues and propose concrete action to improve women's
health throughout their life span in all countries.

The 1992 Technical Discussions
*
*

will take place at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on the mornings of 7, 8 and 9 May.

All participants in the World Health Assembly are invited
to attend die Technical Discussions. Member States may
wish to include in their delegations:
*

leading personalities and experts in various aspects
of women's health and women's issues, such as
counsellors, educationalists, gyneacologists, lawyers,
paediatricians, public health administrators, social
scientists and those closely involved with women at
the community level.

General Chairman
The WHO Executive Board appointed Dr Souad
Lyagoubi-Ouahchi to be the General Chairman of the 1992
Technical Discussions. Dr Lyagoubi brings with her a
wealth of experience that makes her particularly suited to
this position. Dr Lyagoubi has been Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine at the University of Tunisia, Minister of Health of
Tunisia and, most recently, Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of Tunisia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva and the Specialized Agencies in Switzerland.

Background Documentation
A book entitled "Women's health: across age and frontier"
will serve as the background document to the 1992 Technical
Discussions.
This document uses time-series data, graphs, tables,
photographs and other visual material to illustrate the present
status of women's health in the world.
The issues highlighted in the book include sex differential
survival, neglect of the female child, early pregnancy and
marriage, nutritional anaemia, violence against women, sexually
transmitted diseases and abuse of tobacco and drugs and their
specific effects on the health of women. They reflect the health
consequences of inequity throughout women's lives.

Scenario of the 1992 Technical Discussions
The Technical Discussions have been organized
around the following two themes, each of which will be
assigned to a Working Group:
1.

Morbidity/mortality patterns affecting women of all
ages, and factors that have an impact on women's
health status;

2.

Worldwide health care needs of women. These will
include information, counselling, access to services
and legislative support of essential care services.

The two working groups will be convened
simultaneously; in their first meeting, they will identify
problems facing women, while the second meeting will be
devoted to identifying concrete actions to solve them.
On the final morning, a plenary session will review
the outcome of the working groups' discussions during which
a consensus will be sought on the immediate and long-term
priority actions required for improving women's health
throughout the world. This will be followed by the closing
ceremony.
To stimulate discussion, a series of short video
testimonials will be shown to the working groups on women
and young girls speaking openly on their personal health and
health care problems.
Panelists with specific experience in all fields related
to women's health have been invited to give their views on
the problems and issues raised in the video testimonials. A
moderator will chair each panel discussion and encourage
participation by the audience.

Member States and regional and nongovernmental
organizations are encouraged to share their experiences in
advance of the Technical Discussions and to identify
crucial issues on which further action is needed. These
contributions should be made known to participants at the
Technical Discussions.
Further information may be obtained from:
Dr Aleya El Bindari Hammad, Special Adviser to
the Director-General on Health and Development
Policies and Secretary of the 1992 Technical
Discussions.

