
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

FORTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 11 

The Director-General has the honour to bring to the attention of the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly 
the text of a Note Verbale addressed by him to the Governments of Member States, which is annexed hereto.1 

1 Together with a statement enclosed with the original incoming correspondence. 
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W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ВСЕМИРНАЯ ОРГАНИЗАЦИЯ ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ 

世 界 卫 生 组 织 

^ ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

O R G A N I Z A C I O N MUNDIAL DE LA SALUD 

Réf. C.L.8.1992 

The Director-General of the World Health Organization presents his 
compliments to the Governments of Member States and has the honour to transmit 
the text of a letter dated 19 March 1992 from the Republic of Slovenia, which 
was received by the Director-General on 31 March 1992. This letter was 
delivered under cover of a Note Verbale dated 23 March 1992, a copy of which is 
also enclosed. 

The Director-General takes this opportunity to renew to the Governments of 
Member States the assurance of his highest consideration. 

GENEVA, 14 April 1992 
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REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Annex 

Ljubljana 23 March 1992 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia 
presents its compliments to His Excellency dr. Hiroshi 
Nakajima# Director-General of the World Health Organization and has the honor to enclose the application for admission 
to membership of WHO together with the Statement concerning 
the independence and international recognition of the 
Republic of Slovenia. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia 
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Director -
General of the World Health Organization dr. Hiroshi 
Nakajima the assurances of its highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
dr• Hiroshi Nakajima 
Director - General 
World Health Organization 
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Annex 

Ljubljana, 19 March 1992 

Your Excellency, 

On behalf of the government and people of the Republic 
of Slovenia, I have the honour to inform you that the 
Republic of Slovenia wishes to apply for admission to 
membership of the World Health Organization in accordance 
with Article 6 of the WHO Constitution. 

The Republic of Slovenia was proclaimed an independent 
sovereign state on June 25, 1991. Please find enclosed for 
information a brief background paper on the status of the 
Republic of Slovenia. 

I have the honour to request you to place this 
application on the agenda for consideration by the 
Forty-fifth World Health Assembly which opens on 4 May 1992. 

Please accept. Your Excellency, the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Dr. Hiroshi Nakajima 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
CH-1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland 



Annex 
REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA 

Mims i r . :cr Foreign Affairs 

Ljubljana, 23 January 1992 

S T A T E M E N T 
by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Slovenia concerning the independence and international 
recognition of the Republic of Slovenia 

With the international recognition by a number of States, 
and with the further recognitions which will follow, the 
Republic of Slovenia joins the international community of 
sovereign States as an international legal entity, with all 
the rights and responsibilities of a sovereign State. 
Deriving from the right of the Slovene nation to self 
determination, based on the principles of international law 
and the Constitution of the former Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and the Constitution of the Republic 
of Sloveniaf the people of the Republic of Slovenia decided by absolute majority of votes at a Plebiscite held on 23 
December 1990, that they would form an independent and 
sovereign State of the Republic of Slovenia in which to 
conduct their future life. 
In order to resolve in a peaceful way the profound and long 
lasting constitutional crisis of the the former Yugoslavia, 
the Republic of Slovenia, in accordance with the then valid 
Constitution of the SFRY, put forward a number of proposals 
for a democratic and agreed solution. These proposals were, 
however, rejected by the other republics, with the exception 
of the Republic of Croatia, and by the institutions of 
former Yugoslavia. 
In accordance with the plebiscite decision, on 25 June 1991 
the Republic of Slovenia declared a sovereign and 
independent State.In spite of this declaration, Slovenia was 
prepared to resolve by agreement and in a peaceful way all 
questions raised by the new situation•Instead of an agreed 
solution to such questions, Slovenia was subjected to 
agression launched and conducted by federal administration. 
Slovenia defended her sovereignty and, after the mediation 
of the European Community, accepted a three month moratorium 
on the implementation of the terms of its independence•The 
Slovene question was thus internationalized. 
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Annex 

Even before the achievement of international recognition, 
the Republic of Slovenia, bearing in mind the importance and 
universal character of the Organization of the United 
Nationsf informed the Secretary General of the United 
Nations and the Security Council in letters from the 
President of the Presidency, Mr. Milan Kucan, and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Dimitrij Rupel, of its 
views on the causes of the Yugoslav crisis and possible 
paths to its peaceful resolution. The Republic of Slovenia 
thus, as a future member of the world organization# even at that stage of searching for resolution of the conflict on 
the territory of former Yugoslavia, tried to make its 
contribution to the efforts of the Organization of the 
United Nations to find a peaceful solution to the Yugoslav 
crisis and permanently assure peace and security in this 
part of Europe. 
The conflicts on the territory of former Yugoslavia have 
already claimed too many human lives and caused untold 
material damage.Recovery process will last a long time and 
will demand additional efforts on the part of the newly 
established States on the territory of former Yugoslavia, as 
well as the understanding and assistance of the 
international community, for them to realize their 
development plans • The European Community and its members t as well as the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe and the United Nations, all of them have expended 
great efforts in the search for a solution to the crisis on 
the territory of former Yugoslavia.First results on the way 
to a final and peaceful political solution of this crisis 
are already evident. 
The Republic of Slovenia accepts the resolutions of the 
Security Council devoted to the resolution of the Yugoslav 
crisis and fully supports the efforts of the Organization of 
the United Nations towards the deployment of peacekeeping 
forces in the areas of conflict, in the expectation that it 
will enable the further search for a political solution in 
the frame of the Conference on Yugoslavia in Brussels.The 
Republic of Slovenia is also prepared to play an active role 
in the future at the conference table, where it has been 
cooperating to date and to which it has itself proposed a 
number of concrete steps towards the solution of the 
Yugoslav crisis. 
The sovereignty and independence of Slovenia was never 
contested at the Conference on Yugoslavia.It was also 
accepted by the European Community as sponsor to the 
conference. 
The Republic of Slovenia had to demonstrate for its 
international recognition that, in addition to general 
conditions based on the principles of international law, it 
also fulfilled special conditions which the European 


