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Laboratory biorisk management for laboratories handling
human specimens suspected or confirmed to contain novel
coronavirus: Interim recommendations® and the Laboratory

testing for Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus -
Interim recommendations (revised) **
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In this document, the term "medical mask" refers to
disposable surgical or procedure masks.

Tran K, Cimon K, Severn M, Pessoa-Silva CL, Conly J.
Aerosol generating procedures and risk of transmission of
acute respiratory infections to healthcare workers: a
systematic review. PloS One 2012;7:€35797. Available at
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjo
urnal.pone.0035797.

Examples of acceptable, disposable particulate respirators in
use in various parts of the world include: Australia/New
Zealand: P2 (94%), P3 (99.95%); China: Il (95%), | (99%);
European Union: CE-certified filtering face-piece class 2
(FFP2) (95%), class 3 (FFP3) (99.7%); Japan: 2nd class
(95%), 3rd class (99.9%); Republic of Korea: 1st class (94%),
special (99.95%); United States: NIOSH-certified N95 (95%),
N99 (99%), N100 (99.7%).

A visual aid on how to perform a particulate respirator seal
check is available at
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/respiratorsealc
heck/en/.

Lai MY, Cheng PK, Lim WW. Survival of severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus. Clinical Infectious
Diseases, 2005, 41(7):67-71.

Community case management during an influenza outbreak.
A training package for community health workers. Geneva,
World Health Organization, 2011. Available at
http://www.who.int/influenza/resources/documents/communit
y_case_management_flipbook/en/index.html.
Infection-control measures for health care of patients with
acute respiratory diseases in community settings. Trainer's
Guide. Geneva, World Health Organization, 2009. Available
at

http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ WHO HSE G
AR _BDP_2009 1/en/index.html.

Infection-control measures for health care of patients with
acute respiratory diseases in community settings. Trainee's
Guide. Geneva, World Health Organization, 2009. Available
at

http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/ WHO HSE G
AR _BDP_2009 la/en/index.html.

In studies conducted in Hong Kong SAR, China, no SARS-
CoV was cultured from the clinical specimens from infected
patients once they were asymptomatic (see Chan KH, Poon
LL, Cheng VC et al. Detection of SARS coronavirus in
patients with suspected SARS. Emerging Infectious
Diseases, 2004, 10(2):294-299).

Laboratory biorisk management for laboratories handling
human specimens suspected or confirmed to contain novel
coronavirus: Interim recommendations. Geneva, World
Health Organization, 2013. Available at
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/coronavirus_infections/Novel
Coronavirus_InterimRecommendationsLaboratoryBiorisk_19
0213/en/index.html.

Laboratory testing for Middle East respiratory syndrome
coronavirus - Interim recommendations, Geneva, World
Health Organization, 2014. Available at
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/coronavirus_infections/WHO i
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