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FORTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE
At its twelfth meeting held on 16 May 1991, Committee Â decided to recommend to the
Forty-fourth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions relating to
the following agenda items :
17.2

Programme policy matters, including progress reports by the Director-General
on the implementation of resolutions (one resolution)

20.

Women, health and development (one resolution)

Agenda item 17.2
EMERGENCY RELIEF OPERATIONS
The Forty-fourth World Health Assembly,
Recalling resolution WHA42.16；
Considering the succession of natural and man-made disasters that have occurred in
various regions, including the severe cyclone which struck parts of Bangladesh on
30 April 1991;
Recognizing the threat to health and the risk of outbreak of epidemic diseases among
affected populations；
Recognizing also the limited capabilities of affected countries to cope with such
emergencies；
Acknowledging the response of the international community and the efforts of the
Organization to mitigate the health effects of these disasters；
Stressing the need for close collaboration between all agencies involved and the
need for proper coordination within the country concerned;
1.
URGES international and regional institutions to accord greater priority to
assistance aimed at mitigating the health effects of natural and man-made disasters；
2.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to strengthen the Organization's capability to respond urgently and effectively
to the health needs of victims of disasters, working as appropriate with the
different agencies of the United Nations, nongovernmental organizations and other
parties involved in emergency relief operations；
(2)

to assist countries to reinforce their capabilities for emergency preparedness；

(3) to ensure that the Organization plays an active role in the mobilization of
resources to provide affected countries with the necessary financial support for the
immediate and medium-term medical and health needs of the victims of natural and
man-made disasters；
(4) to submit to the Executive Board a report on the results of the action taken by
the Organization in this regard.

Agenda item 20
WOMEN HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
The Forty-fourth World Health Assembly,
Recalling resolution WHA39.18 relating to the United Nations Decade for Women and
resolution WHA42.42 on women's health, which emphasized the crucial role of women in
health and development;
Having considered the Director-General‘s report (in document A44/15) on women,
health and development, and commending him for the excellence of his report;
Recognizing that effective socioeconomic development cannot be realized without
improvements in the health and economic and social status of women；
Concerned at the continued high mortality and morbidity of women at all ages in
their life cycle especially in developing countries；
Concerned at the lack of demonstrable progress in many parts of the world in
implementing resolutions and programmes for the improvement of women's health, education,
socioeconomic and political status, for equal recognition and remuneration of women for
work of equal value, and for their full participation in health and development;
Recognizing the urgency of the need to accelerate progress and strengthen action for
the promotion of the status of women throughout the world, and to ensure their full and
equal participation in all aspects of national and international health and development
programmes；
Recognizing that women make an essential contribution to the socioeconomic
development of countries while not always enjoying the full benefits of this process；
Noting that Technical Discussions on "Women, health and development" will be held
during the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly in 1992, and in preparation for these
discussions；
1.

URGES Member States:

•

(1) to accelerate the implementation of measures for the improvement of the health
status of women, their economic and social status, and their quality of life and for
their full and equal participation in all aspects of national health and development
activities；
(2)

to ensure that programmes on women, health and development include action to:
(a)

improve female literacy;

(b)

support the role of women as health educators and providers of care;

(c) promote reproductive health, including family planning and safe
motherhood;
(d) provide in particular for the social, economic and health needs of female
children and elderly women；

(e) provide specifically for the prevention and management of chronic
illnesses；
(f) promote and support women's income-generating opportunities to facilitate
their health and development;
(g) cooperate with voluntary agencies in their activities on behalf of women,
health and development;
(3) to adopt monitoring and evaluation methods, including appropriate performance
indicators, in order to document progress in the implementation of national
programmes on women, health and development;
2.
INVITES Member States, which have not yet done so, to designate a person as national
focal point on matters of women, health and development, and to support and facilitate
their participation in preparation for the Technical Discussions to be held during the
Forty-fifth World Health Assembly;
3.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to ensure the integration of the aims and objectives relating to women, health
and development in all WHO programmes at all levels；
(2) to expedite the development of appropriate quantitative and qualitative
indicators which are sensitive to changes in women's health for monitoring progress
in achieving global aims and objectives relating to women, health and development；
(3) to provide technical support to Member States in order to allow them to
accelerate the implementation of their programmes on women, health and development;
(4) to intensify the advocacy role of WHO at the international level to ensure that
the health status and quality of life of women receives the required attention,
especially in economic fora；
(5) to report to the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly on progress made
in implementing this resolution.

