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The Special Committee of Experts is this year once again in a difficult situation, 
because it is unable to submit to the World Health Assembly a documented report on the 
health conditions of the Palestinian population of the territories occupied by Israel. 

Indeed, ever since 1985 the Committee has no longer been able to make direct 
observations on the spot, as the Israeli Government has refused to collaborate with the 
Committee and has no longer allowed it access to the occupied territories. 

Despite this ban the Committee has each year submitted to the Assembly, in 
accordance with the resolutions adopted by that body, information on the health 
conditions of the people living in the occupied territories. 

The members of the Committee are more aware than anyone of the methodological 
shortcomings of this information obtained indirectly. They have been forced to replace 
their own observations by documentation, by accounts from physicians and people living in 
the occupied territories, and by the study of reports by various experts approved by the 
Israeli Government or reports from various other sources. All this has obviously reduced 
the value of the Committee's report. 

In a note verbale dated 6 November 1990 the Director-General of WHO requested the 
Israeli Government to authorize the Committee to visit the occupied territories in order 
to fulfil its mandate. 

As in previous years the Israeli Government refused to cooperate with the Committee, 
explaining its refusal in the following terms : 

The mandate and activities of the Committee are based on resolution WHA43.26 
which the Government of Israel regards as being politically motivated and 
unacceptable. Consequently, the Government of Israel will not be in a position to 
cooperate with this Committee. 

The Committee was therefore unable to visit the territories. 

Moreover, the situation created by the conflict in the Gulf region prevented the 
Committee from visiting the Arab capitals as in the past. 

Furthermore, the Committee was unable to meet in full as required by the Assembly 
resolutions. 

Nevertheless, the current Chairman of the Special Committee of Experts held 
discussions in Geneva with the Chairman of the Palestinian Red Crescent concerning the 
problems of the occupied territories, in the presence of the representative of the 
Director-General of WHO. 

The information supplied during these discussions showed the constant deterioration 
in the health conditions of the population of the occupied territories, which has grown 
still more serious in recent years, as shown by the high number of dead and injured among 
the Palestinian population, especially among children and adolescents. 
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Other problems to which attention must be drawn are the shortage of drugs, the 
mediocre quality of medical services, the inadequate number of physicians and the 
difficulty of obtaining access to material assistance. 

The aid of the international community needs to be stepped up in view of the needs 
of the population living in the occupied territories. 

During these discussions the Chairman of the Palestinian Red Crescent also stressed: 

- t h e shortcomings in planning and the lack of coordination of the development 
process in the occupied territories； 

- t h e centralization by the Israeli authorities of the health budget, which is 
shared among the various territories； 

- t h e impossibility of implementing in the occupied territories the development plan 
already drawn up: on account of the occupation, only the Israeli health 
administration is in a position to decide on health needs； 

- t h e existence in the occupied territories of social stress on account of the 
occupation which, having created unequal social structures, has led to conflicts 
and abnormalities in relations within society; there is also a state of social 
alienation resulting from the imbalance of the community. 

The social pathology which occurs when the liberty of a population is curtailed, 
whatever the cause of that curtailment, is bound to find psychological expression in the 
onset of mental diseases in the individual and the community. 

This note would be incomplete if it omitted to draw the Assembly's attention to an 
important point: the future of the Special Committee of Experts. The Assembly is urged 
to take the current situation into consideration and express its views on the matter. 

Since it is impossible for the Committee to act, alternative measures suitable to 
the parties concerned need to be taken, measures that can provide the Assembly with the 
information it needs in order to take the necessary steps to improve the health 
conditions of the population of the occupied territories. 

Chairman of the Special Committee of Experts 

(signed) Dr Traían Ionescu 


