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RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE HEALTH SECTOR 
IN NAMIBIA 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolution 
WHA43.15, describes the action taken by the World Health 
Organization in supporting the development of the health sector 
in Namibia during 1990. 

1. Namibia became an Associate Member of WHO in May 1974. In the intervening years up 
to Independence, which took place on 21 March 1990, WHO provided humanitarian assistance 
to Namibians who were exiled or had become refugees during the liberation struggle. 
Emphasis was given to the training of staff in anticipation of Independence. During 1989 
WHO established a permanent representation in Windhoek and collaborated closely with the 
United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) in emergency health planning. 

2. After the elections in November 1989 the incumbent government requested support from 
WHO for an assessment of legal issues with regard to racial discrimination in health 
care, for assistance with the registration of medical staff, and for the establishment of 
health policy through a Health Council Act. WHO has supported these and numerous other 
activities. For example, just before Independence a WHO mission identified the 
10 principal health issues confronting the country at the time of Independence, and made 
recommendations regarding structural changes in the health sector following 
Independence. The main recommendations were for: 

-reorganization of the structure and functions of the Ministry of Health; 

-identification of a series of steps to integrate the health care system and extend 
its coverage to all Namibians； 

-issue of a health policy statement on achieving health for all Namibians. 

3. The joint mission provided a working framework for subsequent missions of WHO staff 
and consultants that dealt with: blood transfusion, water supply and sanitation, health 
legislation, malaria, AIDS, the Expanded Programme on Immunization, tuberculosis, 
maternal and child health/family planning, nutrition, information systems, and health 
financing. The recommendations of all these missions, conducted under the UNDP/WHO 
project "Strengthening of primary health care", are set out in an aide-mémoire prepared 
by the WHO office in Windhoek. 

4. Four permanent professional positions have been filled in WHO's representation in 
Namibia and a fifth will be filled by mid-1991. The country office has played a 
coordinating role for the technical cooperation offered and provided to Namibia by other 
United Nations agencies and by international/bilateral organizations working in the 
country's health sector. In some cases, e.g., UNDP-funded projects, WHO has acted as 
executing agency, while in others, e.g., European Community support to the health sector, 
it has been instrumental in formulating the technical components of projects and is 
currently involved in their implementation. 

5. Special attention has been given to the Ministry of Health's accelerated training 
exercise aimed at reorienting the health services in accordance with the 
primary-health-care approach. Here again, WHO has provided technical cooperation for 
specific activities, notably a national workshop on primary health care, held in Oshakati 
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in February 1991. This workshop, opened by President Nujoma, and also attended by WHO 
and UNICEF staff, was aimed at developing a common understanding of primary health care. 
The participants drew up a definition of the roles of the various sectors involved in 
primary health care, worked out mechanisms for intersectoral coordination at all levels, 
and prepared guidelines for the implementation of primary health care. 

6. Through its staff and consultants, WHO has become extensively involved in the 
strengthening of programmes for the control of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, all of 
which have been reviewed and reformulated in accordance with current policies. In 
collaboration with UNDP, WHO has assisted in the preparation of a long-term project for 
human resources development in health. A malaria team, composed of an entomologist, an 
epidemiologist and a health inspector, is currently working in malaria-affected areas. A 
consultant has been posted in Namibia for over eight months to assist in the planning and 
implementation of the national AIDS programme, while another has undertaken a short 
mission to review the national tuberculosis programme. 

7. In the short period since Independence, Namibia has made major strides in 
restructuring its health sector to meet the needs of all Namibians. 


