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1. Introduction 

In May 1990 the Forty-third World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA43.14, resolved 
that WHO should "continue to take appropriate and timely measures to help the front-line 
States, Lesotho and Swaziland solve the acute health problems of the South African and 
other refugees", and called upon Member States to continue to provide adequate health 
assistance. The Health Assembly also requested the Director-General : "to intensify 
humanitarian assistance to the African National Congress and the Pan African Congress of 
Azania"; to "make use, when necessary, of funds from the Director-General‘s and Regional 
Directors' Development Programme and to mobilize extrabudgetary resources to assist the 
countries concerned to overcome the problems arising both from the presence of the South 
African refugees and displaced persons and from destabilization activities, as well as 
for the rehabilitation of their damaged health infrastructures", "to continue to provide 
support to Namibia in developing its health system", and "to report to the Forty-fourth 
World Health Assembly on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution". 

2. International collaboration 

2.1 WHO continues to collaborate closely with the countries concerned, with the various 
agencies and organizations of the United Nations system, and with the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) and other agencies, in order to provide, to the extent possible, the 



health care services required by the affected populations, including the displaced, the 
refugee and the transient populations. WHO also participated in the mid-term review 
meeting on cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity 
which was held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 5 April 1991. The objective of the meeting was 
the follow-up of its recommendations of April 1990. 

2.2 WHO continued to collaborate closely with UNHCR, UNICEF and UNDP in health projects 
and the promotion of programmes for refugees. ‘ 

3• Technical cooperation with front-line States 

In 1989 WHO, through the Regional Office for Africa, its subregional health 
development teams and the country representatives, continued to give support to national 
health development for the front-line States (Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe) and Lesotho and Swaziland in collaboration 
with various agencies of the United Nations system, OAU and other organizations. 

4• Technical cooperation with national liberation movements 

The Regional Office for Africa provided support in the form of drugs and medical 
supplies as part of WHO's cooperation for the repatriation of exiles of the African 
National Congress to South Africa. It also plans to offer technical and managerial 
support in the repatriation programme through the intercountry health development team in 
sub-region III, Harare. 

5• Promotion of emergency preparedness and response 

The objectives of WHO's emergency preparedness and response programme are defined as 
follows : 

-to promote and strengthen health emergency preparedness in Member States； 

-to provide timely and appropriate response to health emergencies in collaboration 
with Member States and other organizations. 

The promotion of emergency preparedness and response in the supporting of southern 
Africa was intensified. WHO staff from the Pan African Centre for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response and from the Regional Office for Africa paid several visits to the affected 
countries to assess the emergency situation and health needs, to train national staff, 
and to initiate, monitor and evaluate emergency health activities. 

5•1 Global and interregional activities 

The establishment, in 1988, of the WHO Pan African Centre for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response in Addis Ababa represented a major breakthrough in the promotion of global 
and interregional activities. During 1990 the Centre continued to promote health sector 
emergency preparedness and response in Member States in Africa. Training arid educational 
activities for the whole of Africa are implemented through the Centre. 

5•2 Country activities 

5.2.1 Angola 

In August 1988 WHO initiated a project for strengthening emergency management in the 
health sector, in accordance with recommendations drawn up by the United Nations Office 
for Emergencies in Africa, following a request by the Government. WHO has provided 
consultant support for the project. It is being implemented through the training of 
health personnel, at national and provincial level, in the management of emergency health 
situations, the programming of emergency operations and the improvement of information, 
educational activities and communications. 



In 1990 the project staff participated in joint Government/United Nations 
assessments of the drought emergency situation and needs. However, continued suspension 
of the Special Relief Programme for Angola has created serious problems, requiring the 
immediate resumption of needed humanitarian assistance to all affected civilians. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations plans to send a mission to Luanda as soon as 
possible to consult with the Government in order to facilitate the immediate resumption 
of relief activities. 

Due to serious drought conditions in 1990, malnutrition has become a critical health 
problem. The Regional Office for Africa is now developing a special relief programme to 
address these nutritional needs. 

development programme, WHO, with 
to meet human resource needs 

Following the development of a joint health sector 
the United Nations Volunteers and UNDP, is taking steps 
through the recruitment of United Nations volunteers. 

5.2.2 Mozambique 

The WHO project for strengthening the capacity for emergency management in the 
health sector was initiated in October 1987 with the creation of an emergency unit at the 
office of the WHO representative in Maputo. An emergency preparedness officer based in 
Maputo is working closely with the Government in establishing measures for the 
coordination, standardization and monitoring of emergency preparedness and management. 
Recognizing the pressing health needs associated with cross-border displacement, the 
strengthening of field-level collaboration between WHO's ongoing preparedness activities 
and assistance measures taken by UNHCR remains a high priority. A related issue of 
continuing concern is the difficulty encountered by refugee health workers in obtaining 
training and employment. As many countries limit or exclude training and employment for 
refugee health workers, their participation as active health agents continues to be 
discouraged. 

WHO has also taken part in United Nations interagency activities for assessment of 
the emergency health situation and needs in Mozambique, the establishment of systems for 
surveillance of the health and nutritional status, and the monitoring of emergency health 
activities. 


