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SEVENTEENTH MEETING 

Wednesday, 22 January 1997，at 14:00 

Chairman: M r S. N D E G U P 

1. COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM AND WITH OTHER 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Item 15 of the Agenda (continued) 

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit: Item 15.5 of the Agenda (Document EB99/25) 

Decision: The Executive Board, having considered the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled 
"Accountability, management improvement, and oversight in the United Nations system, Parts I and 
II", "A review of telecommunications and related information technologies in the United Nations 
system", "Investigation of the relationship between humanitarian assistance and peace-keeping 
operations", "United Nations system support for science and technology in Asia and the Pacific", 
"Evaluation of the United Nations new agenda for the development of Africa in the 1990s 
(UN-NADAF) - Towards a more operational approach?", thanked the Joint Inspection Unit for its 
reports and expressed its agreement with the Director-General's comments thereon. It requested the 
Director-General to transmit those comments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
members of the Administrative Committee on Coordination, the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit 
and the External Auditor of W H O for their information and perusal.
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2. COLLABORATION WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Item 19 of the 
Agenda (Document EB99/42) 

Applications of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official relations with WHO: 
Item 19.1 of the Agenda (Document EB99/32); 
Review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO: Item 19.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB99/32); and 

Review of overall policy on collaboration with nongovernmental organizations: Item 19.3 of the Agenda 
(Document EB99/35) 

Dr B L E W E T T (Chairman, Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations), introducing the 
Committee's report (document EB99/32), said it was proposed that five nongovernmental organizations be 
admitted into official relations with W H O and that official relations be discontinued with a sixth, which was 
now defunct. The applications made by the International Association for Dental Research, the World 
Federation of Chiropractic and Project ORBIS International had been examined by the Standing Committee， 
which had given special consideration to the first two, the subject of resolution EB97.R23. The three 
organizations met the criteria for admission to official relations with W H O . The remaining two organizations 
on the list recommended for admission had been considered in the context of the review of official relations 
when, the previous year, the Board had noted that exchanges with the Joint Commission on International 
Aspects of Mental Retardation, of which they were constituent bodies, had diminished and had decided to 
maintain official relations with that organization for one year to allow the development of separate work plans 
with the two bodies, now called Inclusion International and the International Association for the Scientific 
Study of Intellectual Disabilities. Since then, the Joint Commission in question had discontinued its activities 

Decision EB99(16). 
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and was apparently defunct. The Standing Committee was satisfied that its two erstwhile constituent bodies 
met the relevant criteria and recommended that official relations be established with them. 

Professor B A D R A N expressed a reservation regarding the acceptance of the World Federation of 
Chiropractic as many countries, including his own, did not acknowledge that discipline as a scientific branch 
of medicine. 

Miss О'SULLIVAN (alternate to M r Hurley), referring to the Director-General's report on collaboration 
with nongovernmental organizations (document EB99/35), said that securing the continuous support of such 
organizations through formal cooperative arrangements as at the present provided was vital for maintenance 
of W H O ' s international role in world health. The report made clear, however, that there was a need to 
improve communication between W H O and nongovernmental organizations at the regional level and among 
such organizations themselves. At a conference on poverty and ill-health in connection with learning from 
nongovernmental organizations convened in Ireland in June 1996 under the auspices of the Irish Government 
and W H O , both national and international nongovernmental organizations had shown a keen interest in 
strengthening cooperation with W H O at regional and country level. Without prejudice to the final report of 
the conference, which was currently being drafted, she said that the participants had concluded that 
international agencies could play a major role in identifying effective strategies and priorities for joint action 
by nongovernmental organizations and the international community. In particular, the conference had urged 
W H O to prepare specific activities involving nongovernmental organizations in a selected number of countries 
and to enhance its accessibility through the organization of formal conferences of nongovernmental 
organizations on poverty and health and renewing the health-for-all strategy. 

Dr LEPPO, in the context of paragraph 17 of document EB99/35, said that while he favoured the 
development of new types of partnership which had been discussed on a number of occasions in relation to 
renewing the health-for-all strategy, the rules for such action must be clear. A more detailed paper on that 
aspect of relations with nongovernmental organizations and the new partners in question could usefully be 
submitted to the Board. 

Professor PICO (alternate to Dr Mazza) also supported collaboration with nongovernmental 
organizations as a fundamental strategy for developing the policies of W H O . Referring to Dr Badran's 
reservation, he agreed that it must be clear that W H O ' s recognition of a nongovernmental organization did 
not impose any obligation on countries to acknowledge the specialization of that organization or to give it 
a particular place at local level. Professor Badran's reservation should therefore be borne firmly in mind. 

Dr B L E W E T T , responding to the concerns expressed by Dr Badran and Professor Pico, said that the 
application of the World Federation of Chiropractic had been before W H O for a number of years and that, 
after a very long discussion, the Standing Committee had reached a unanimous decision to recommend 
approval. 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider the draft resolution in part IV of document EB99/32. 

The resolution was adopted.1 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider the first draft decision contained part IV of document 
EB99/32. 

Resolution EB99.R26. 
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The decision on review of nongovernmental organizations in officiai relations with WHO and 
collaboration with nongovernmental organizations was adopted.1 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider the second draft decision contained in part IV of 
document EB99/32. 

Dr B L E W E T T said that the recommendation responded to the concerns raised by Dr Leppo and 
Miss 0，Sullivan in that it requested the Director-General to explore the issue more fully and report back to 
the Board. 

The decision on the review of overall policy on collaboration with nongovernmental organizations 
(1994-1996) was adopted.2 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider annual celebration of World Tuberculosis Day 
(document EB99/42). 

Professor L E O W S K I welcomed the proposal for annual observance of a World Tuberculosis Day since 
it would regenerate interest in the problem. In Poland, for example, a very successful national and local 
media campaign was held on 1-10 December each year to increase awareness of tuberculosis. 

Dr LÓPEZ BENÍTEZ suggested that it would be more appropriate to name the event World 
Tuberculosis Control Day. 

Dr H E N D E R S O N (Assistant Director-General) said that suggestion would be brought to the attention 
of the organizers of the event; it would be difficult for the Health Assembly to change the name without 
consulting them. 

Professor PICO (alternate to Dr Mazza) also welcomed the decision to devote a day to stimulating 
interest in tuberculosis. Indeed, the practice could usefully be extended to other major diseases. As well as 
asking the Director-General to coordinate the occasion, he suggested that Member States should be asked to 
mobilize resources at national level to ensure the campaign would have the required impact. 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider the draft resolution which appeared in paragraph 4 of 
document EB99/42. 

The resolution was adopted.3 

3. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 21 of the Agenda (Document 
EB99/36) 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Executive Board to consider the Director-General's report in document 

EB99/36, in particular the draft resolution under paragraph 17. 

M r B O Y E R (alternate to Dr Boufford), welcoming the ideas formulated in the report for condensing 
the Health Assembly and ensuring more speedy and efficient working methods, supported the draft resolution. 

1 Decision EB99(17). 
2 Decision EB99(18). 

Resolution EB99.R27. 
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The Board took note of the Director-General's report on the Health Assembly's method of work. 

The resolution was adopted.1 

4. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR AND DURATION OF THE FIFTIETH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY: Item 22 of the Agenda (Documents EB99/37 Rev.l and EB99/INF.DOC./6) 

The C H A I R M A N drew attention to the two documents, which contained, respectively, the provisional 

agenda and the preliminary daily timetable for the Fiftieth World Health Assembly. 

M s K A Z H I N G U , supported by Dr J E A N F R A N Ç O I S (alternate to Professor Girard), proposed the 
inclusion of an item on "Prevention of violence" in the provisional agenda of the Health Assembly, rather 
than that of the Executive Board as she had previously suggested, so that the implementation plan of 
resolution WHA49.25 might by submitted to the Health Assembly for endorsement. As violence had become 
a major world health problem, it should be discussed in greater depth in order to maintain the momentum 
established and extend the spirit of consensus demonstrated within the Board. The Secretariat might also take 
the opportunity to define the implementation plan in greater detail. 

The C H A I R M A N , recalling that the Board had just approved a draft resolution on World Tuberculosis 
Day for submission to the Health Assembly, suggested that a corresponding subitem be added to the 
provisional agenda under item 19: "Implementation of resolutions and decisions". The Board had also 
approved a draft resolution on "Guidelines on the W H O Certification Scheme on the Quality of 
Pharmaceutical Products moving in International Commerce"; he suggested that a corresponding subitem 
should be added under the same main heading. The item on prevention of violence proposed by 
M s Kazhingu should also be included in the agenda. 

M r B O Y E R (alternate to Dr Boufford), referring to his previous comments on environmental questions 

in relation to item 15，proposed the replacement of item 27.2 as contained in the provisional agenda for 

Committee B, by a new text listing three subitems reflecting recent resolutions of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations. The text would read: 

27.2 Environmental matters 
-Special Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations: five years after the United 

Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 
-Promotion of chemical safety with special attention to persistent organic pollutants 
-Protection of the marine environment. 

Dr L Ó P E Z BENÍTEZ reiterated his request to see included under item 20, concerning control of 
tropical diseases, a subitem on the eradication of American trypanosomiasis, or Chagas disease. 

Dr H E N D E R S O N (Assistant Director-General) said that, in accordance with past practice, technical 

issues were thoroughly discussed by the Board before being submitted to the Health Assembly. His 

understanding from the earlier discussion was that during the debate on African trypanosomiasis at the coming 

Health Assembly, it might be suggested that the subject of Chagas disease be considered in greater detail at 

the January 1998 session of the Board with a view to subsequent examination at the Fifty-first World Health 

Assembly. 

Resolution EB99.R28. 
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Decision: The Executive Board approved the Director-General，s proposals, as amended, for the 
provisional agenda of the Fiftieth World Health Assembly. Recalling its earlier decision that the 
Fiftieth World Health Assembly should be held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland and open 
on Monday, 5 May 1997 at 10:00 the Board decided that the Fiftieth World Health Assembly should 
close no later than Wednesday, 14 May 1997.

1 

5. DATE AND PLACE OF THE 100th SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 23 of the 
Agenda 

Decision: The Executive Board decided that its 100th session should be convened on Thursday, 
15 May 1997 at W H O headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland and should close no later than the following 
day.

2
 ‘ 

Professor REINER requested that consideration be given to the possibility, as from the 101st session 
of the Executive Board, of shortening the duration of the sessions of the Executive Board, which in his view 
should not exceed one week. 

The C H A I R M A N said that serious consideration would be given to that matter. 

6. WHO REFORM: Item 11 of the Agenda (continued) 

The C H A I R M A N invited the Board to consider a discussion paper submitted by Dr Boufford 
concerning the implementation of resolution EB97.R10 of the W H O Executive Board: Process of 
nominations for the post of Director-General (Rule 52 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board). 

Dr B E R N A R D (alternate to Dr Boufford) said that no action was required on that document, which was 
intended simply to stimulate discussion and to provide clarification concerning Rule 52 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Executive Board. The amendment to Rule 52 adopted the previous year set out a number 
of procedural measures that were not explicitly delineated. The paper before the Board set out the text of 
Rule 52, and put forward some suggestions as to how it might be implemented in practical terms. Those 
suggestions were intended not to be modifications or additions to Rule 52 but rather to provide a basis for 
discussion. He understood that the Legal Counsel intended to raise the matter for decision at the 100th 
session of the Executive Board. 

Professor B A D R A N (alternate to Professor Sallam) welcomed Dr Boufford's paper which, without 
changing any of the essential features of the subject, set out clearly the related issues. Perhaps it should be 
placed on record that the Board had taken note of the paper. 

Mr TOPPING (Legal Counsel) said that, as it was clear that the matter would require discussion at the 
next Executive Board, the Director-General and himself would prepare a paper highlighting the issues 
involved and would, of course, attach any paper submitted at the present session of the Executive Board. 

Professor REINER said that Dr Boufford's paper would undoubtedly stimulate future discussion in the 
Board. One procedural issue which it did not address, and which the Legal Counsel might wish to comment 

Decision EB99(19). 
2 Decision EB99(20). 
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on, was what would happen if the Health Assembly did not appoint the Director-General nominated by the 
Board. 

M r TOPPING (Legal Counsel) pointed out that Rule 111 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly stipulated that: "Should the Health Assembly reject the Board's nomination, the Board shall submit 
a fresh proposal as soon as circumstances permit, with due regard to the desirability of disposing of the matter 
before the conclusion of the relevant session of the Health Assembly". 

Professor REINER remarked that that provision was hardly realistic; it was highly unlikely that such 
a matter could be resolved before the end of the Health Assembly in question. Perhaps some rethinking was 
called for. 

The C H A I R M A N suggested that it might be advisable at the present juncture to avoid reopening the 
debate. 

Dr B E R N A R D (alternate to Dr Boufford) welcomed the expressions of support for the paper, and 
reiterated the hope that it would facilitate further discussions. 

7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 24 of the Agenda 

Dr LEPPO said it was the last session of the Board which he would be attending as a member; he had 
first served on it 20 years ago, and wished to share some personal reflections and thoughts for the future. 
The world had changed dramatically and rapidly since the late 1970s, but the dominant theme during the 
current session of the Board - values, money and health - was exactly the same as it had been 45 years ago 
when economic arguments vied with advocacy of public health values. Value for money was now very much 
the issue; but in his view the money should in the first place be put where the values were. Indeed, the 
question of value for money - especially in the short term - should be kept in proportion. In the case of his 
own country, Finland, the annual assessed contributions to W H O were equivalent to the cost of 20 hospital 
beds; even in the case of the largest contributor, it was less than 1000 beds. 

The former British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, had once said he wanted "a one-handed 
economist", who did not always give both sides of the argument - on the one hand, on the other hand - when 
consulted. To his own mind, there were now too many one-handed economists at large in the world. His 
own father, a professor of economics and public finance, had been a two-handed economist who had always 
encouraged him to look at the evidence and to work on the basis of explicit value premises, rather than 
smuggling the values in in the guise of technical jargon. 

In short, W H O should work seriously on the relationship between health and economics, and eschew 
the prevailing short-termist approach. The Organization should be bold enough to stand up for health, and 
he was pleased to note that a new start had been made at the current session of the Board, where the quality 
of debate had been at a much higher level than he remembered from his early days as a member. Finally, 
he expressed his gratitude and bade farewell to fellow members of the Board and to its Chairman, to the 
Director-General and to the Secretariat. He hoped that his successor, when the time came for Finland to 
relinquish its place on the Board once again, would - like him - have seen fantastic progress in world health 
and in W H O , be proud of the Organization, and wish it every success. 

The C H A I R M A N thanked Dr Leppo for his valedictory words and conveyed to him the Board's good 
wishes and gratitude for his many years of service. 

Dr A Y U B , observing that the current session of the Board had been both his first and his last, said by 
happy chance, the word which in Sufism sounded like W H O ' s acronym pronounced aloud signified the 
achievement of targets through friendship and love, through dedication, selfless service, hard work and 
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obedience. That well described the endeavours of the Organization in the neediest and most deprived 

societies of the world. M a y God bless it in its noble mission. 

The C H A I R M A N said that, as a member of the Board, he had often thought the expressions of thanks 
at the end of a session to be little more than a somewhat mechanical and customary exchange of courtesies. 
From the chair, things looked somewhat different. He wished to extend his sincere gratitude to the Director-
General and his collaborators, both on the rostrum and behind the scenes. Commending the Vice-Chairmen 
for their loyal cooperation，he said that it had been a great privilege and honour for someone from a high and 
distant country to preside over such a distinguished gathering, so committed to the better health and greater 
happiness of the world. O n what was the eve of the Nepalese N e w Year, he extended greetings to all his 
colleagues, and wished them a safe journey home. 

He declared the session closed. 

The meeting rose at 15:05. 


